Serving: Carvel, Darwell, Drayton Valley, Duffield, Entwistle, Evansburg, Fallis, Gainford,
Parkland County, Seba Beach, Tomahawk, Wabamun, Wildwood, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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COVID-19 UPDATES
Submitted by Parkland
School Division
March 16, 2020 - Dear
Parents & Guardians,
We would like to thank
everyone for your patience
and understanding as we
deal with this unprecedented situation. The landscape
continues to rapidly evolve,

and information will be
shared when it becomes
available and as decisions
are made . We know you
have many questions, and
we ask that you give us time
to provide you with an accurate and considered response.
Pick Up of Personal Items
The most common ques-

tion we are getting from
families is related to personal item retrieval from
schools. Those logistics
need to be determined and
your child’s school will
email
parents/guardians
directly.
Continued on Page 3

ALBERTA RCMP OFFICERS
THREATENED WITH
COVID-19 CONTAMINATION
Submitted by Alberta
RCMP
Edmonton – Members of
the Alberta RCMP have reported being threatened
in the context of the current COVID-19 pandemic.
In the past several days,
RCMP officers have reported being threatened to be
coughed on by members of
the public who claim to be
COVID-19 positive.
“The threat to transmit the
COVID-19 virus is a threat
to the wellbeing and health
of our members which is a

criminal offence,” said Assistant Commissioner John
Ferguson, Alberta RCMP’s
Officer-in-Charge of Criminal Operations. “To actually carry out these threats
would be an Assault on a
Peace Officer.”
Currently, there is only
one
recorded
incident
that has led to charges in
Wetaskiwin, Alta. That individual was charged with
assault on a police officer
and failure to comply with
the Public Health Act.
We want Albertans to
know that their provincial

police force is fully operational, and continues to ensure the safety and security
of Albertans. These times
are unprecedented, and we
want Albertans to know we
are prepared and ready to
serve across this province.
Members of the public are
reminded to adhere to current public health guidelines with respect to slowing the spread of COVID-19.
For more information on
COVID-19 and how Albertans can protect themselves
and others, please visit
www.Alberta.ca/COVID-19
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CANADIANS CAN NOW APPLY FOR
THE CANADA EMERGENCY
RESPONSE BENEFIT
Submitted by Employment and Social Development Canada

GATINEAU, QC, April 6,
2020 - The Government of
Canada continues to take
action to support Canadians
and their families impacted
by the global COVID-19 pandemic.
Today, the Honourable
Ahmed Hussen, Minister of
Families, Children and Social
Development, together with
the Honourable Diane Lebouthillier, Minister of National Revenue, the Honourable
Carla Qualtrough, Minister
of Employment, Workforce
Development and Disability
Inclusion and the Honourable Joyce Murray, Minister
of Digital Government, announced that Canadians can
now apply for the Canada
Emergency Response Benefit
(CERB) at Canada.ca/coronavirus.
The Government of Canada is working day and night

to ensure Canadians have
access to the CERB in the
simplest and fastest way
possible. Canadians who
have lost their income due
to COVID-19 can expect their
payment in 3 to 5 business
days from when they apply if
they are using direct deposit.
That means most Canadians
who are eligible will receive
$2,000 before the end of next
week.
Canadians looking to get
more information about the
CERB or, who are unable to
apply online, can call the tollfree telephone line at 1-833966-2099.
To help manage the volume of applications through
the Canada Revenue Agency
(CRA) and Service Canada,
applicants will be asked to
apply over four days depending on their month of birth.
In addition, Shared Services
Canada has also increased
the bandwidth capacity of the
network infrastructure supporting the CRA, including

the My Account secure online
portal.
Canadians who have already applied for EI do not
need to reapply. To date, over
1.2 million of the EI applications received since March
15, 2020 have been processed
through the new CERB.
The Government of Canada remains fully committed
to supporting all Canadians
during this global pandemic.
The Government will continue to carefully consider any
additional steps it can take to
do just that.
“The Government of Canada is fully committed to
ensuring Canadian families
have the support they need
through these difficult times.
Our priority is to ensure that
Canadians receive the money they need as quickly as
possible.” – The Honourable
Ahmed Hussen, Minister of
Families, Children and Social
Development
Continued on Page 6
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COVID-19 Updates
Continued from Page 1
Each school will need to
arrange a schedule to support social distancing and
limit the number of people
in the school at one time
as required. There will be a
plan revealed for some sort
of staggered entry to collect
personal items. If you have
important medications (e.g.
epi pens, prescription medications, etc.) at the school
that require immediate pickup, please feel free to contact
the school directly and arrange an appropriate time to
pick up these items.
Homework
Many of you are asking if
your classroom teacher will
be providing ‘homework’ for
your child to be working on
while they remain home. As
much as possible, Parkland
School Division’s plans will
be to facilitate this support.
Exactly how this will be conducted will be school-specific and even classroom-spe-

cific. This will take some time
to plan and facilitate so parents should not expect work
to be coming home until after
the scheduled Spring Break
March 23 - 27. More information will be shared via email
at a later date.
Fees
At this point, no decision
has been made on how fees
collected for the 2019-2020
year will be addressed. We
are working with the Ministry of Education and other
school divisions to determine
how to deal with potential refunds, etc.
There are still many ques-

tions that remain unanswered and we will endeavour to share with you as much
information as possible, as
soon as possible. Thank you
all for your patience and
understanding. Please keep
checking our website for
more information.
For further reading, families
are encouraged to familiarize
themselves with Parkland
School Division’s Administrative Procedures that deal
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specifically with communicable diseases and pandemic
response.
You can find the most upto-date information on this
topic by visiting the Alberta
Health and Alberta Health
Services websites.
Shauna Boyce
Superintendent of Schools
Parkland School Division
As of 4:30pm March 26th there were 419 cases identified in our province.
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A MESSAGE FROM MLA MARK SMITH:
WEEKLY SUMMARY APRIL 7

Submitted by MLA Mark
Smith | Drayton Valley –
Devon Constituency
In the past month, daily life in
our community has changed in
many ways. For many of us, this
“new normal” can be extremely
challenging due to the uncertainty and stress that it brings to our
lives. I want to take this opportunity to thank all of the workers
who are supporting our community in this trying time. From the
truckers transporting goods to
keep our stores well-stocked to
the doctors and nurses treating
sick patients, to people volunteering their time and resources
to help their neighbours, I would
like to sincerely thank everyone
working so hard to support our
communities.
I am very pleased to share that
the Keystone XL pipeline will
begin construction this month.
Through a $1.5 billion investment, our government is ensuring that the project will be operational by 2023. This agreement
is the culmination of six months
of negotiations, rigorous vet-

ting by officials to ensure the
project’s success, and plans to
minimize any risk to taxpayers.
This announcement is welcome
news for Alberta’s energy sector,
and will create over 7,000 jobs
in Alberta during construction.
By getting shovels in the ground
this month, our government is
taking bold action to re-take our
economy and plan for economic
recovery in the months to come.
This week, our government
also met at the Legislature to
pass important emergency
legislation that will strengthen our province’s response to
the COVID-19 pandemic. These
three bills were passed by the
Legislative Assembly to support
key measures that were previously announced in the fight
against COVID-19: enforcing
public health orders during the
pandemic; protecting residential
tenants from late fees evictions;
and expanding the role of Alberta’s Orphan Well Association to
support job creation. In the fight
against COVID-19, our government is continuing to work hard
for Albertans and strengthen our

ability to fight the pandemic on
all fronts.
Our government is continuing
to open child care spaces for the
children of essential workers in
the fight against COVID-19. In addition to health care and critical
infrastructure workers who were
already eligible, child care spaces
are being expanded for parents
working in essential service positions. All re-opened child care
centres will have a maximum of
30 people, including staff, and
will follow enhanced sanitization
to protect the health of children
and staff alike.
It is important to recognize the
people in our community who
have gone out of their way for
others and are helping to create
a positive impact around them.
I have heard incredible stories
of neighbours taking time out
of their day to deliver groceries to someone unable to leave
their home or the many people
who have recognized a need for
handmade face masks and applied their skills to helping out.
If you have been noticing
hearts on people’s windows, they

are participating in a fun initiative to show our thanks to our
incredible health workers. Check
out Hearts from Drayton Valley
on Facebook.
IGA has been going out of its
way to maintain baking and
necessary kitchen essentials, ensuring that everyone has access
to what they need. Many stores
have initiated a senior hour in
the early mornings to make sure
our seniors have safe and clean
environments to do their shopping in, while Rocky Rapids general store has made it their mission to ensure groceries get to
the people who need them.
We have even started witnessing new and creative ways to
celebrate birthdays and anniversaries, with people coming out to
say hi but from the safety of their
vehicles.
Throughout this pandemic, I
am reminded of the exceptional
community spirit and resilience
that is deeply ingrained in Alberta’s culture. It is by coming
together and supporting one
another that we will get through
this time.
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Canadians Can Now Apply For The Canada
Emergency Response Benefit
Continued from Page 2
“The Government of Canada is committed to supporting Canadian workers and
their families facing hardship
as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic. Today marks the
launch of an unprecedented
measure to help Canadian
workers through an extraordinary time. This new benefit
will help Canadian workers
pay their bills and keep a roof
over their head.” – The Hon-

ourable Carla Qualtrough,
Minister of Employment,
Workforce Development and
Disability Inclusion
“Our top priority is to get
funds into the hands of Canadians quickly and efficiently.
Thousands of CRA employees across the country have
been reassigned to bolster
our call centre capacity, and
our systems have been tested
in anticipation of the expected record volumes starting
April 6. CERB recipients will

see the money in their registered direct deposit bank
account within 3 to 5 business days or through the
mail within 10 business days.
Canadians can count on the
CRA to deliver these critical
benefit payments during this
unprecedented and challenging time.” – The Honourable
Diane Lebouthillier, Minister
of National Revenue
“Canadians are unable to
work due to COVID-19 pandemic are counting on the
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Canada Emergency Response
Benefit to help them pay their
bills and provide for their
families. Shared Services
Canada is working to provide
the necessary IT support to
the Canada Revenue Agency
and Employment and Social
Development Canada so that
they can deliver this benefit
quickly, easily and securely.” – The Honourable Joyce
Murray, Minister of Digital
Government
Quick Facts
• The CERB is available from
March 15, 2020, to October 3,
2020. Eligible workers can
apply no later than December
2, 2020.
• Direct deposit payments
will be delivered into accounts within 3 business days
of applicants being eligible to
receive it, and cheques within 10 days. To ensure timely
delivery of their payments
and avoid any potential payment disruptions, Canadians
should sign up for direct deposit.
• The CERB will support Canadians who have
stopped working because of
COVID-19 by providing $500
a week for up to 16 weeks.
Some examples of support
to workers provided by the
CERB include:
- workers, including those
who are self-employed, who
must stop working due to
COVID-19 and do not have
access to paid leave or other
income support;
- workers who have lost
their employment, as well
as workers who are sick,
quarantined or taking care
of someone who is sick with
COVID-19;
- working parents who
must stay home without pay
to care for children who are
sick or need additional care
because of school and daycare closures; and
- workers who are still employed, but are not being paid
because there is currently not
sufficient work and their employer has asked them not to
come to work.
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PROVINCE OFFERS FUNDING THROUGH
FCSS FOR PANDEMIC-AID GROUPS
Organizations supporting those affected by Coronavirus can apply
for additional funding by contacting Yellowhead County’s Family
and Community Support Services (FCSS) department.

Submitted by Yellowhead County
In times like these, we
want to help those who are
most vulnerable, isolated, and alone. That can include seniors, young moms,
people with compromised
health, or those facing financial hardships.
To that end, service
groups, non-profits, and
civil-society organizations
who are providing support
services to vulnerable people impacted by Coronavirus/COVID-19 can now

apply for funding aid from
the provincial government
through their local FCSS
department.
The Alberta government
has allocated 30 million
dollars for these groups’
use. The funding will be
distributed between Edmonton and Calgary, and
the Family and Community
Support Services Association of Alberta (FCSSAA) for
the rest of the province.
If you are an organization—faith-based or secular—working to support and
strengthen our communi-

ties specifically during this
pandemic, this funding is
meant for you. If you are
working with an existing
group of vulnerable individuals, or you have volunteers concerned about
seniors and their ability to
access necessities while
self-isolating, this funding
is meant for you.
In general, if you have
solutions in this challenging
time but need fiscal resources, this funding is meant for
you. Funds can be accessed
through a simple application process that includes

connecting directly with
the local FCSS program to
discuss the application and
provide recommendation
to the FCSSAA.
Call our office at 780-3253782 or 1-800-814-3935 if
you or your organization
have any ideas about how
you can help your fellow
friends and neighbours.
Further details about the
funding can be found at
www.alberta.ca/coronavirus, under Info for Albertans, Info for Homeless
Shelters and Service Providers.
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HOME REPAIRS THAT CAN SINK BUDGETS FAST

A home is the most substantial investment many
people will ever make. Once
down payments have been
made and closing costs
have been paid, homeowners may still be staring down
sizable expenses as they begin to tackle any repairs that
need to be made.
Home maintenance and
renovations involve a certain measure of trepidation.
Even after vetting contractors and establishing budgets, homeowners may worry that repairs will unearth
problems that snowball into
expensive fixes. Planning
ahead for such projects and
learning to recognize issues
that tend to be costly can
help homeowners weather
any storms that may arise.
•
Foundation issues:

A strong foundation is key
to any home. If there is a
problem with the foundation, it can be unsafe to live
in the house. The foundation repair company Foundation Experts advises that
foundation fixes can range
from $4,000 to upward of
$100,000 depending on the
scale of the job. Clogged
gutters and water pooling
around the foundation can
contribute to damage, so
water issues must be remedied first.
•
Roof damage: A
roof is a key barrier between the indoors and outdoors. Roofs must remain
in tip-top shape. The home
improvement resource HomeAdvisor says that a roof
repair or replacement can
cost between $3,000 and

$12,000. But homeowners
also must budget for the
cost of removing the old
roofing materials and fixing
any damage to the interior
of the home. Inspecting the
roof and making repairs as
you go is key to avoiding a
big headache.
•
Siding
replacement: Another costly project can be replacing the
siding. Siding may need to
be replaced if there is water/
wind damage or penetration from insects. Spot repairs may be relatively inexpensive. However, the home
improvement
resource
Modernize says the average
siding installation project
can cost between $5,500
and $15,000 depending on
the materials homeowners
choose.

•
HVAC
update:
Keeping a home at a comfortable temperature is also
a matter of safety. If a system gives out, homeowners may be scrambling for a
solution. Yearly inspections
and upkeep, which includes
changing system filters regularly, can help identify potential problems. Neglect
is one of the main contributors to the failure of heating and cooling equipment.
Based on national averages, a whole-house HVAC
system can cost between
$4,000 and $12,000.
These are some of the
more costly repairs homeowners can expect. Keeping on top of the home will
help mitigate damage and
could extend the life of major home components.
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GORGEOUS TRENDS IN GREEN HOME DESIGN

An eco-friendly home offers many benefits. Besides
reducing your carbon footprint and being better for
the environment, you can
save lots of money on your
energy bills in the long run.
Plus, many of the latest
trends are simply beautiful.
Here are some to consider
for your next home or remodel:
Bamboo materials: Bamboo is a renewable resource
that can be harvested gently, without disturbing the
surrounding environment.
It’s also a great alternative to hardwood, since it
can regenerate faster than
trees. The timeless material is very popular for flooring and can also be used
for bathroom and kitchen
cabinets. When buying this

material for your home,
look for a high-quality, sustainable producer since
cheaper versions can be
less sturdy.
Passive house: Go beyond
efficient appliances with
an entire house that uses
little-to-no energy. Derived
from the German Passivhaus, passive house is a
movement that refers to
a design process that creates buildings that have a
small ecological footprint
and require little heating
or cooling. Use the philosophy to guide decisions for
your home - from adding
solar panels on your roof to
boosting your insulation.
Reclaimed pieces: One of
the quickest and easiest
ways to have a positive environmental impact is buying

as little new as possible. The
next time you need a piece
of furniture, create something rustic by recycling or
upcycling an old or vintage
item with a new coat of
paint or a fresh wood stain.
If you’re planning a demolition, try deconstruction instead - “un-build” the structure and find elements you
can salvage or reclaim, like
exposed brick and wood
beams.
Water conservation: With
more parts of the world
experiencing drought, saving water is one of the top
concerns for environmentalists. Wasting water is
also expensive and leads to
higher utility bills. Upgrading your home with water
conservation features can
go a long way, and most are

designed to look sleek and
minimalist. Opt for low-flow
showerheads, toilets and
sink fixtures.
Insulated concrete forms:
Many homeowners now
prefer to build with insulated concrete forms (ICFs)
because the material offers better energy efficiency and performance than
traditional wood. Homes
built with Nudura ICFs also
provide better fire protection and can help you save
as much as 60 percent on
heating and cooling costs.
Your home is less likely to
contain cold areas as the
insulation is continuous
around the entire house.
Find more information
about the benefits of building with eco-friendly ICFS
at nudura.com.
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SAFETY A VITAL COMPONENT
OF DIY PROJECTS
Many homeowners enjoy DIY projects around the
house. Weekend warriors
should recognize that having the right tools and using
them in a correct manner is
essential to successful, safe
projects.
Tools are vital for projects,
but without proper understanding and usage, they can
cause grave injuries. Studies
published by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and the Consumer Product Safety Commission found
that certain tools are more
likely to cause injuries than
others. Power nailers, for example, are among the most

dangerous tools DIYers can
use. Chain saws, table saws,
circular saws, and riding
mowers are some additional
tools that have very high injury rates.
The following are some
safety guidelines all DIYers
should heed when using
power tools.
• Use tools that are the right
size and right type for the job.
If you are uncertain about
which tools to use, watch
online tutorials, contact tool
manufacturers or seek advice
at home supply stores.
• Always wear eye protection and the right safety
equipment when manufacturers recommend doing so.
Gloves, sturdy work boots,

hearing protection, and hard
hats can protect DIYers from
injury.
• Keep cutting tools sharp
and in good condition to reduce kick back and potential
injuries.
• Regularly inspect tools to
make sure they are in working order.
• Never carry tools up a ladder by hand; use a bucket or
bag to hoist tools.
• Never leave tools lying out
in any area where they can
present a hazard. Unplug
power tools when not in use.
• Secure work with a clamp
or vice grip when appropriate
to keep things from slipping.
• Ensure that the handles of
tools like hammers and axes

fit tightly into the head of the
tool.
• Keep work environments
tidy to avoid clutter, as cluttered workspaces can contribute to accidents.
• Read the manual and operate the power tool as instructed.
• Do not force open a safety on a power tool or modify
a tool to override safety features.
• Cut away from yourself
when using chisels and other
edged tools.
Let common sense prevail
when using tools. If it doesn’t
seem like a good idea, it probably isn’t. Safety is important
to avoid injuries and help prevent delays on the job.
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ALBERTA RCMP WARN CITIZENS OF
SPIKE IN COVID-19 SCAMS

Submitted by Alberta
RCMP
Edmonton, Alta. – Since
the beginning of the month,
there has been a spike in
COVID-19 related scams in
Canada. The most common
reports are fraudulent merchandise sales and phishing
emails.
The
fraudulent
merchandise sales frequently involve the sale and/or
giveaway of health-related
products such as facemasks
and COVID-19 tests. There
are also “free” products
being advertised where
the victim must pay a fake
shipping fee.
The phishing emails impersonate agencies such as
the Red Cross, the World
Health Organization, the
Ministry of Health, Public
Health Canada, the Canada
Revenue Agency, and more.
Typically, individuals are
contacted through email
or SMS and provided a link
which prompts them to fill
out personal and banking
information. In some cases,
the link contains suspected
malware.
Other scams that occur
involve individuals being
advised of fake positive
test results, donation campaigns, door-to-door decontamination
services,
and self-assessment surveys.
Here are some tips to remember if you are contacted:
• Never give out personal
or financial details if you

didn’t initiate the call.
• If you didn’t initiate the
contact, you don’t know
who you’re talking to.
• Don’t click on suspicious
links or attachments.
• Install anti-virus software.
• Be skeptical of emails
even if they look legitimate.
• Check the “from” address
by hovering over the name.

• Check the Canadian Anti-Fraud website for a list of
reported scams.
We encourage anyone
who receives these texts
or emails to go online and
report them to the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre:
https://www.antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca/report-signalez-eng.htm
If you have been the victim

of a fraud, report it to your
local police service and to
the Canadian Anti-Fraud
Centre online at: www.antifraudcentre.ca. You should
also contact your bank and
credit card company if you
believe your personal or
financial information has
been compromised.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Lessons

Piano Lessons offered in
Wabamun on Thursdays. Ages
6 and up, beginner-advanced.
Contact Monika 780-916-1317,
youvegotrhythm@gmail.com

Services
WANTED! Standing Timber.
Are you looking to cut your
wood lot before pine beetles
or forest fires destroy it? Top
dollar paid. Call Paul 780-7061470 (12) 25-02

High School Math Tutor, Call
Amber at 780-887-6212 (17) 07-01

Computers
Computer
Repairs
NOT
over $50. Get a good, clean,
refurbished,
upgraded
Laptop or a Desktop with
games,
world
pictures,
music, videos and more for
ONLY $100. FREE repairs for
single parents. Donate used
computers, tablets, etc. Will
fix, clear to donate or use for
parts. Call: 780-892-2407 (14)
28-01

Firewood
SEASONED
FIREWOOD:
Birch, Tamarack, Spruce/
Pine & Poplar. 4x4x8 cord,
Split and delivered or pick up
at wood yard, 1/2 cord or full
cords available. Call 780-9675835 or 780-983-1495 (28) 31-03

Buy & Sell
I BUY GUN COLLECTIONS
and World War 2 Collectables,
Please call Jay for a quote
780-686-1350 (30) 19-11-19

Pasture Wanted
Looking for grazing Pasture
for cows to rent for summer
months. Please call Travis
780-721-0602 leave message.

For Rent
Year Round Cabin For Rent
North of Evansburg on Hwy
22 (15 mins from Evansburg),
$1000/month + DD. All
inclusive, utilities & TV, max 2
people. Call 780-239-0553 (6)
31-03

Completely renovated Motel
in Onoway, AB. offering
daily, weekly or monthly
rentals. All utilities included,
55 inch tv with Satellite.
Double bedrooms, furnished
bachelors with full kitchen
and furnished 1 bedrooms
with full kitchen available.
$950 + tax. Please call for
viewing,
780-967-4420
or
1-403-742-6467.
www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4)
14-04 OG
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY:
Large 2 Bedroom in 12 Unit
Apartment
Building
in
Entwistle.
Includes
heat,
water & parking. Rent $795/
month + DD $300. Please call
Ivka 780-807-1300 or email
jakovljevicivka@yahoo.ca (2)
14-04 OG

Land For Sale
For Sale or Rent, 100 acres
South of Evansburg on Reno
Road, Excellent land right
off pavement, Land location
is South West -1 -53, Range
Road 80. Asking $180,000
OBO. Call 780-695-2325 (2)
07-04
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