Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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RCMP LAY CHARGES ON TWO
INDIVIDUALS FOR ASSAULTS
ON POLICE AND MULTIPLE
COUNTS OF MISCHIEF
Submitted by Mayerthorpe RCMP

Update
On April 13, 2020, at approximately 11:45 p.m.,
Mayerthorpe RCMP received a complaint of a
suspicious vehicle parked
and a suspicious person
walking around the parking

lot near the Pleasant View
Lodge in the area of 42 Avenue in Mayerthorpe.
Mayerthorpe RCMP attended and located Charlotte Mills, who was unlawfully at large contrary
to the conditions of her
judicial release on April 12,
2020, that specified 24-hour
house arrest.

Charlotte Mills (35) of
Barrhead County, Alta.,
is charged with failing to
comply with conditions of
release.
Following a judicial hearing, Mills was remanded
into custody and is scheduled to speak to bail in
Stony
Plain
Provincial
Court on April 15, 2020.

TO HELP LIMIT THE SPREAD
OF COVID-19, PARKS CANADA
SUSPENDS CAMPING, GROUP
ACTIVITIES, AND EVENTS
UNTIL AT LEAST MAY 31, 2020
Submitted
Canada

by

Parks

Parks Canada is committed to protecting the health
and safety of Canadians,
visitors, and its employees. The Agency is calling

on Canadians to stay home
and help limit the spread of
COVID-19. Camping, group
activities and events at all
national parks, national historic sites, heritage canals
and national marine conservation areas are suspended

until at least May 31, 2020.
The current suspension of
visitor services and vehicle
access by visitors, as well
as the temporary closure of
visitor facilities, will remain
in place until further notice.
Continued on Page 3
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OJSH -EDUCATION IN
A COVID 19 WORLD

Submitted by Mr Lobo Principal | Onoway JR SR
High School
Friday March 13 2020,

was an ominous date. The
regular superstitions put
aside , it was the last day of
regular classes at Onoway
Jr. Sr. High School (OJSH) .
On Sunday March 15, Alberta students became part of
the fight against COVID 19.
To help minimize transmission of the virus Alberta students would not attend school, as of Monday
March 16, 2020.
However the learning
would continue , as students and staff would venture into a new world of
Remote Learning. It took a
few days to get up to speed
and put supports in place,
but by Tuesday March 24,
Grade 12 level courses had

started to be presented online via Google Hangouts
and Google Classroom . By
Wednesday March 25 all
High School courses and
Core Jr. High courses had
a schedule to start on our
journey.
Teachers now were teaching and interacting with students via Webcam. Parents
and students had to make
a space available in homes
to join in via Desktop, Laptop, Chromebook , Tablet or
Phone . As long as people
had an internet connection,
students could log on.
OJSH tech staff and support staff made over 85
school chromebooks available to students to support
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connections.For those with
no Internet, OJSH Staff
made papercopy of work
available, and parents made
appointments to drop off
and pick up. Wednesdays is
the drop off/pick up day.
By the last day before our
Easter break, we had completed approximately 175
google hangout in the 8
days, March 24-April 2. We
have typically been averaging 20-25 google hangouts per day. Some classes
have a handful of students,
and some have over 25 join.
Most classes are scheduled
for 30 minutes.
This reworking on Education delivery methodology
has been truly a herculean
effort by teaching and support staff. OJSH Parents
and Students are to be commended for their adaptability in helping the learning
continue. It has truly been
a group effort by all….and
we are slowly making progress…...AS long as the internet connections hold up.
Information is posted on
the onowayhigh.ca website.
Students need to check their
school emails for google
hangout invites. We will be
posting a consistent schedule for the 4 week period
April 20 till May 15. These
learning systems will continue to allow students to
“STAY on TRACK “ in their
2019/2020 school courses.
For any questions please
email ohs@ngps.ca or call
the school at 780-967-2271
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To Help Limit The Spread Of COVID-19, Parks
Canada Suspends Camping, Group Activities, and
Events Until At Least May 31, 2020
Continued from Page 1
This means:
• All visitor services, including reception, information,
lockage and mooring are suspended until further notice;
• All visitor facilities, including parking lots, washrooms,
day use areas and visitor centres are closed until further
notice;
• All camping facilities including backcountry camping,
oTENTiks, and other roofed
accommodations
remain
closed until further notice;
• All events, group and interpretive activities are cancelled
until at least May 31, 2020;
• Parks Canada will not be
taking new reservations until
at least June 1, 2020. All existing reservations set to take
place prior to May 31, 2020,
will be automatically cancelled

and refunded in full.
“The Government of Canada is asking Canadians to stay
home and help limit the spread
of COVID-19. Parks Canada is
taking these additional measures to help keep people safe.
Like all Canadians, I love our
national parks and historic
sites, but at this time we must
all continue to do our part to
flatten the curve, look out for
one another, and make choices that will help reduce the
pressure on our health care
system.” - The Honourable
Jonathan Wilkinson, Minister
of Environment and Climate
Change and Minister responsible for Parks Canada
These measures are necessary to support the national
effort to limit the spread of
COVID-19 and reduce health
and safety risks to all Canadians. While the Agency looks
forward to resuming services,

anyone planning a visit should
be aware that these measures
may extend beyond May 2020
and any resumption of services will take time or be incremental in nature.
Parks Canada will continue
to deliver services critical for
Canadians, including highway
maintenance, fire response,

dam operations and water
management on historic waterways, avalanche control,
among others.
Detailed information on
Parks Canada places and the
measures the Agency is taking
to limit the spread of COVID-19
can be found at pc.gc.ca. Please
check regularly for updates.
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CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)
UPDATE FOR WHITECOURT

Submitted by Town of
Whitecourt
APRIL 16, 2020
The Town of Whitecourt
continues to monitor the
COVID-19 pandemic across
Alberta, and has been adjusting operations to meet the
changing needs of our community.
Provincial Fire Ban
On April 15, 2020, the
Government of Alberta implemented a fire ban in the
Forest Protection Area, provincial parks and protected
areas across the province.
Last year 71% of wildfires
were human caused, and the

Province has stated that introducing a fire ban at this
time is expected to reduce the
number of human-caused
wildfires in Alberta, allowing resources to be focussed
where they are most needed.
For more information on fire
bans throughout the province please visit www.albertafirebans.ca.
The Town of Whitecourt is
not included in the provincial fire ban, and residents
can continue to use permitted fire pits within corporate
limits at this time. The Town
of Whitecourt will continue
to monitor the fire situation
in the region, and will no-

tify the community of any
changes.
Residents are reminded
that the Town of Whitecourt
requires permits for all residential fire pits and for
temporary burning, and the
Whitecourt Fire Department
continues to process permit applications at this time.
Application forms can be
found on Whitecourt’s website, and completed forms
with a cheque payment can
be dropped off at the Town
Office through the drop box
during office hours. A staff
member will then follow-up
on your application via telephone.
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OHV Restrictions
A ban on recreational Off
Highway Vehicles (ex. snowmobile, quad) also came
into effect on Crown land in
the Forest Protection Area,
which includes Woodlands
County. Residents are reminded that the Town’s Off
Highway Vehicle (OHV) Bylaw prohibits OHV use within Town boundaries between
April 1 and November 30.
COVID-19 information and
updates are publicly available on the Alberta Health
and Alberta Health Services
websites:
• www.alberta.ca/covid19
• www.ahs.ca/covid.
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WHITECOURT’S
2020 SPRING
CLEAN UP AND
“TAKE IT OR LEAVE
IT” POSTPONED

Submitted by Town of
Whitecourt
Due to the current public
health emergency, the annual Spring Clean Up and
“Take It or Leave It” initiatives scheduled for May
2020 have been postponed.
“To protect the health and
safety of Whitecourt employees and residents, and
to prevent further spread of
COVID-19, both initiatives
have been postponed,” stated Kamruz Zaman, Director
of Infrastructure Services.
“Whitecourt’s Infrastructure Services Department
is reviewing alternate program options that may
be implemented later this
year.”

The Spring Clean Up initiative is an annual event
that provides additional
residential refuse pickups. “Take It or Leave It”
launched in 2019 and encourages the reuse of unwanted household items.
The Town of Whitecourt
understands that many residents started their household spring cleaning early this year, and reminds
community members that
the Whitecourt Transfer
Station and Whitecourt Regional Landfill remain open.
For details on what materials are accepted at each
location, please visit the
Whitecourt website at www.
whitecourt.ca/Services/
Garbage-Recycling.
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7 THINGS TO CONSIDER
WHEN BUYING A SHED
Backyard sheds can be
useful assets. Sheds can
create storage space in
the garage, basement or
other areas of the house
that have become gathering spots for gear typically

used outdoors. Sheds are
ideal for housing mowers,
tools and even pool-care
equipment. But they can
be put to other uses as
well, such as being key
spots to engage in hob-

bies or even as a child’s
clubhouse.
Various factors should be
considered before building or buying a shed. A
storage shed can be a significant investment. Once

placed, sheds may remain
in their dedicated spots
for years to come. That
means careful thought
should go into the planning process.
1. Check your local building codes first. Before you
accumulate building materials or order a shed, be
sure to know the ins and
outs of shed codes. The
codes may impact the
shed’s placement, construction, the materials
used, size, and numerous
other factors. It’s much
easier to amend plans beforehand than to face the
hassle and expense after
learning you did things incorrectly.
2. Choose placement
wisely. Spend several days
assessing the yard and
thinking about the uses
for the shed. If you plan
to store pool floats and
chemicals inside of the
shed, it should be located
close enough to the pool
to be convenient. Look at
the lay of the land. If there
is a soggy patch of land
that can turn swampy
under the shed’s foundation, that is a poor location
choice. If you need access
to electricity, placing it
far away from the house
could necessitate running
expensive wiring.
3. Consider the design.
Just because a shed is
for storage doesn’t mean
aesthetics should be overlooked. Choose a shed
style that complements
your home. You may also
want to match certain architectural features, like
arched doorways or dor-
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7 Things To Consider
When Buying A Shed
mers. Design also may
relate to practicality. For
instance, storing a riding
mower inside may necessitate dual doors that
open widely.
4. Invest in quality materials. Spending a little
more and using quality
materials can ensure it
lasts long enough to be
cost-effective. The right
materials will be resistant
to splitting, cracking, decay, and insect damage.
5. Prepare the site well. A
proper foundation for the
shed is almost as important as the shed itself. You
cannot just drop the shed
on the lawn and leave it, as

the shed can sink or structural issues may arise if it
is placed on a weak base.
6. Blend into the environment. Surround the
shed with shrubs or plants
so that it blends into the
yard and complements
the space.
7. Deck out the interior.
Use every storage tool at
your disposal to maximize
floor, wall and even rafter
space for storage. Plan
where items will be kept
and customize the storage options around those
locations.
Sheds can be an asset
and improve storage capability in the backyard.
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EXPECT SOME DELAYS FOR
BEAVER DAM REMOVAL

Submitted by Alternative Land Use Services
(ALUS)
Lac Ste Anne County is fortunate to have an abundance
of freshwater resources. Fisheries and Oceans Canada recently made changes to the
Fisheries Act to restore the
protection of fish and fish
habitat. Habitat degradation

and modification are the biggest threat to the health of
fish populations and this can
manifest itself in many ways.
Draining, dredging, infilling,
and water diversions can negatively impact habitat, spawning behavior, and even cause
fish death. To protect the infrastructure (roads, bridges,
culverts and buildings) Lac
Ste. Anne County uses a range

of water management tools,
one of which is the removal or modification of beaver
dams. Lac Ste. Anne removed
124 beaver dams in 2019, to
preserve infrastructure and
allow for the safe passage
of the public on roadways.
Due to the recent changes of
the Fisheries Act, a submission of a Request for Review
Form is now required. Lac
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Ste. Anne County is expecting
significant delays in getting
the paperwork processed as
we continue to obey all federal and provincial laws surrounding freshwater resources. We ask for the patience of
our residents while this new
process unfolds. Watch our
website for upcoming information or contact the county
office 1-785-3411.
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MESSAGE TO MY CONSTITUENTS

Submitted by Gerald
Soroka, MP for Yellowhead
I would like to thank you
for continuing to do your
part in the fight against
COVID-19. I realize that as
this goes on, some people
will be tempted to ignore social distancing, but it is very
important that we don’t let
up until the time is right.
I understand that there is
confusion around some of
the programs being implemented to support Canadians. With new measures and
changes being announced
frequently, it can be difficult
to keep up with. My team
and I are here to help. We
have been getting a lot of
questions on the Canada
Emergency Response Benefit (CERB), so I have some
info on that.
This week, the government
announced new changes to
the CERB. Workers earning
less than $1,000 a month, or
who have seasonal employment and can’t find a job
due to COVID-19, as well as
those who are running out
of employment insurance,
are now eligible to apply for
the CERB.
If you applied for the CERB
last week, just a reminder
that you must reapply for
subsequent periods if you
continue to qualify.
That said, if you were transferred from Employment
Insurance to the CERB, you
will still need to do bi-weekly reports for EI as you did
in the past to remain on the
CERB but will not need to
reapply monthly like those
who apply directly for the
CERB must do. If you have
any questions, please don’t
hesitate to reach out to my
constituency office in Edson. As always, keep well
stay safe and healthy.
Do you need assistance
with getting groceries? Did
you know some stores are

offering pick-up or delivery services? Please check
to see if your local grocery

stores are offering these
services. You can order your
groceries from home and
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pick them up when you get
to the store or have them
delivered to your residence.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals
Alberta Beach Agliplex, Susan 780996-2960.
Alberta Beach & District Seniors
50+ Club. Air conditioning! Space
Available! Val: 780-690-1655 or
Dianne: 780-217-8482
Anselmo Community Hall, Phone
780-786-4280
Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Cherhill Legion, Mary 780-785-3578.

Noreen at 786-2946

Cherhill Community
Kevin 780-785-8153

Lake Isle Community Hall, PH: 780892-3121 or Email: lakeislehall@mail.
com

Assoc.

Hall,

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-8923099

Onoway Heritage Center - Gym/
Classrooms, 967-1015
Onoway Legion , 967-4980

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Park Court Community Hall, 7274476

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 780785-2907

Manley Goodwill Community Hall,
963-9165 or 916-0146

Parkland Village Community Centre,
780-298-9155 @PVCCentre

Goose Lake Hall, Contact Deanna
(780) 584-3738

Mayerthorpe
Diamond
Charlotte at 786-4659

Ravine Community Hall, 325-2240

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-9452

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-2470.

Rich Valley Community Hall, 967-5710
or 967-3696

Hathersage

Onoway Community Hall, 967-4749.

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-7984

Community

Centre,

Centre,

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 967-2873
Sangudo Community Hall, 785-2904
or 305-4616
Stettin Nakumun Comm. Hall, 9679198

Looking For
Widow 60’s, Rural Alberta,
If you are a MAN of faith,
integrity, hardworking, 62-72,
good mental, physical health,
Respond: Box 1432 MAIN, Grande
Prairie, AB T8V 4Z2. (2) 21-04

Help Wanted
Wanted:
Mature/Retired
Gentleman for tasks/light ranch
work, ex: Fence, spring cleanup
etc. Trail Contract about 20hrs
week/ 6 weeks OR condensed.
Commencing
soon.
Room
available. Call 780-512-5120 (2)
21-04

Services
WANTED! Standing Timber. Are
you looking to cut your wood
lot before pine beetles or forest
fires destroy it? Top dollar paid.
Call Paul 780-706-1470 (12) 25-02

Dog Caretaker
Alberta Beach & Surrounding
Areas, thinking of a Winter
Getaway?
Worried
about
leaving your dog in a kennel?
Don’t worry anymore, you can
leave your pet with me! There
is a wrap around deck and
courtyard! I will provide tender
loving care, with walks every
day. Best of all, I’m cheaper
than a kennel! Daily drop in’s
or overnight stays welcome. If
interested call 780-920-4166 (4)
14-04 OG
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Computers

Pasture Wanted

Computer
Repairs
NOT
over $50. Get a good, clean,
refurbished, upgraded Laptop
or a Desktop with games, world
pictures, music, videos and more
for ONLY $100. FREE repairs
for single parents. Donate used
computers, tablets, etc. Will fix,
clear to donate or use for parts.
Call: 780-892-2407 (14) 28-01

Looking for grazing Pasture
for cows to rent for summer
months. Please call Travis 780721-0602 leave message. (12) 1703

Firewood
SEASONED FIREWOOD: Birch,
Tamarack, Spruce/Pine & Poplar.
4x4x8 cord, Split and delivered
or pick up at wood yard, 1/2 cord
or full cords available. Call 780967-5835 or 780-983-1495 (28)
31-03

Buy & Sell
I BUY GUN COLLECTIONS and
World War 2 Collectables, Please
call Jay for a quote 780-686-1350
(30) 19-11-19

For Rent
ALBERTA BEACH - Newer 2
bdrm apartment, downtown,
awesome view looking over
the lake, 1100sqft, washer/dryer/
central vac, 2 baths, stainless
steel appl, open concept, please
call Cheryl 780-982-6922 (4) 1404 OG

4420 or 1-403-742-6467. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 1404 OG
AVAILABLE
IMMEDIATELY:
Large 2 Bedroom in 12 Unit
Apartment Building in Entwistle.
Includes heat, water & parking.
Rent $795/month + DD $300.
Please call Ivka 780-807-1300 or
email jakovljevicivka@yahoo.ca
(2) 14-04 OG

2 HOMES FOR RENT. Seniors
only in town limits of Stony
Plain. Mobile home on Acreage
fenced and secure & safe! $1200
per month includes utilities.
Prefer handy kind of guy to
help maintain property gives
opportunity for reduced rent.
Also 2 bedroom older home in
good shape (Seniors only), $1200
per month includes utilities. PH
Gord 780-913-2430 (2) 21-04 OG

Completely renovated Motel
in Onoway, AB. offering daily,
weekly or monthly rentals. All
utilities included, 55 inch tv with
Satellite.
Double bedrooms,
furnished
bachelors
with
full kitchen and furnished 1
bedrooms with full kitchen
available. $950 + tax. Please
call for viewing, 780-967-

As your community newspaper, we are committed to
delivering the latest and most accurate COVID-19
news and local updates. We also remain dedicated
to serving our local advertisers, as they struggle to
overcome unprecedented economic challenges
resulting from the pandemic.

ADVERTISERS, call 780.962.9228
to learn how we can help you.

In uncertain and troubled times like today, the importance of local
news and community connection is more evident than ever. You can
help support businesses in our community by purchasing gift cards for
later use, frequenting restaurants that are open for takeout or checking
to see if your favorite businesses have opened online stores. You can
also support the future of local news and reporting by reserving your
ad space today and letting our readers know how they can help you!
Together, we are all stronger.

local community • local economy • local news
In Print & Online | 780.962.9228 | www.com-voice.com
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