Serving: Carvel, Darwell, Drayton Valley, Duffield, Entwistle, Evansburg, Fallis, Gainford,
Parkland County, Seba Beach, Tomahawk, Wabamun, Wildwood, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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PARKLAND COUNTY COUNCIL
DEFERS TAX PENALTY
DEADLINE AND MUNICIPAL
UTILITY BILLS TO REDUCE
ECONOMIC IMPACT OF COVID-19
Submitted by Parkland
County
On March 31, 2020 Parkland County Council voted
to defer the property tax
penalty deadline to August
31, 2020 and allow for a 90

day deferral on all municipal utility bills.
“As we continue to navigate these unprecedented
circumstances, our residents’ safety and wellbeing
is our top priority,” said
Mayor Rod Shaigec. “We’re

looking at different options to reduce the financial strain on our residents
while ensuring we can still
deliver the services our residents need.”
Continued on Page 2

TO HELP LIMIT THE SPREAD
OF COVID-19, PARKS CANADA
SUSPENDS CAMPING, GROUP
ACTIVITIES, AND EVENTS
UNTIL AT LEAST MAY 31, 2020
Submitted
Canada

by

Parks

Parks Canada is committed to protecting the health
and safety of Canadians,
visitors, and its employ-

ees. The Agency is calling
on Canadians to stay home
and help limit the spread of
COVID-19. Camping, group
activities and events at all
national parks, national
historic sites, heritage ca-

nals and national marine
conservation areas are suspended until at least May 31,
2020.
Continued on Page 3
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Council Defers Tax Penalty Deadline And Municipal Utility Bills
To Reduce Economic Impact Of COVID-19 On Residents And
Businesses
Continued from Page 1

Ratepayers experiencing
financial hardship can pay
their property taxes any
time before August 31, 2020
and not face any penalties.
After August 31, all regular tax penalties will apply
which include a 5% penalty
on September 1. Property
tax notices will be mailed
out in May.
If you are able to meet the
regular June 30 tax deadline, you are encouraged to
do so.
Municipal utility bills including water, bulk water,
wastewater, and/or curbside waste collection (in
Entwistle) can be deferred
without penalty for up to 90
days through to June.
For more information on
how the utility bill deferral works, view our 90-day
Utility Deferral info sheet.
For more information on
taxes, visit our Taxes and
Assessment webpage.
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To Help Limit The Spread Of COVID-19, Parks Canada Suspends
Camping, Group Activities, and Events Until At Least May 31, 2020
Continued from Page 1
The current suspension of
visitor services and vehicle
access by visitors, as well
as the temporary closure of
visitor facilities, will remain
in place until further notice.
This means:
• All visitor services, including reception, information, lockage and mooring
are suspended until further
notice;
• All visitor facilities, including parking lots, washrooms, day use areas and
visitor centres are closed
until further notice;
• All camping facilities including backcountry camping, oTENTiks, and other
roofed
accommodations
remain closed until further
notice;
• All events, group and
interpretive activities are
cancelled until at least May
31, 2020;
• Parks Canada will not be
taking new reservations until at least June 1, 2020. All
existing reservations set to
take place prior to May 31,
2020, will be automatically
cancelled and refunded in
full.
“The Government of Canada is asking Canadians to
stay home and help limit
the spread of COVID-19.
Parks Canada is taking
these additional measures
to help keep people safe.
Like all Canadians, I love
our national parks and historic sites, but at this time
we must all continue to do
our part to flatten the curve,
look out for one another,

and make choices that will
help reduce the pressure
on our health care system.”
- The Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson, Minister of
Environment and Climate
Change and Minister responsible for Parks Canada
These measures are necessary to support the national effort to limit the
spread of COVID-19 and reduce health and safety risks

to all Canadians. While the
Agency looks forward to
resuming services, anyone
planning a visit should be
aware that these measures
may extend beyond May
2020 and any resumption of
services will take time or be
incremental in nature.
Parks Canada will continue to deliver services critical for Canadians, including
highway maintenance, fire

response, dam operations
and water management on
historic waterways, avalanche control, among others.
Detailed information on
Parks Canada places and
the measures the Agency is
taking to limit the spread of
COVID-19 can be found at
pc.gc.ca. Please check regularly for updates.
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ALBERTA AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
EXPEDITE GRANT PROCESSING FOR
ALBERTA AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES
(Grant funding allocations will be processed as soon as possible)

Submitted by Alberta
Association of Agricultural Societies
April 9, 2020
Edmonton, Alberta – Alberta Agriculture and For-

estry will be instituting an
expedited grant funding
process to the Alberta Agricultural Societies membership as soon as possible.
This was confirmed this
week in an email to Tim

Carson, CEO of the Alberta
Association of Agricultural
Societies (AAAS) from Deputy Minister Andre Tremblay of Alberta Agriculture
and Forestry.
The Deputy Minister’s re-

sponse is to a letter that
was sent to the Agriculture
and Forestry office of Minister Dreeshan last week
and plus media release stating the significant financial
revenue challenges that
the Alberta Ag Societies are
facing with the situation of
Covid 19.
In a joint statement this
morning, AAAS President
Rick McCarthy and AAAS
CEO Tim Carson stated “on
behalf of the AAAS Board
of Directors and the AAAS
membership, we appreciate
the immediate action of Alberta Agriculture and Forestry of our request to advance the grant processing
for our Ag Societies. Instead
of receiving the grant monies in early summer, the Ag
Societies will receive their
funding as early as May
now. This advancement of
funding can primarilarily
assist in expenses to maintain facilities in this time of
shutdown. We will continue to work with the Alberta
Agriculture and Forestry to
further alleviate any additional situations that may
arise during this time of crisis.”
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EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT AT DEVON
GENERAL HOSPITAL TO TEMPORARILY
CLOSE DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC
Emergency patients to be diverted to other Edmonton Zone hospitals

Submitted by Alberta
Health Services
EDMONTON – Effective
7 a.m., Monday, April 20,
2020, the Emergency Department at the Devon General Hospital will be closed
and no longer accepting
patients.
This temporary closure
will help protect the 14
long-term-care residents at
the DGH, who are at height-

ened risk for severe illness
if exposed to COVID-19.
As well, 10 additional acute
care beds at the DGH will be
converted to long-term care
beds at this time, providing
additional temporary longterm care capacity within
the Edmonton Zone.
The ED closure and bed
conversion will remain in
place for the duration of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Individuals who would

normally seek emergency
care at the DGH are advised
to instead visit the Leduc
Community Hospital, WestView Health Centre in Stony
Plain, or the Misericordia
Community Hospital in
west Edmonton.
As always, all patients requiring immediate medical
care should phone 911.
Individuals
requiring
non-emergency
medical
care continue to be en-

couraged to call their family physician. To speak to
a nurse and receive telephone advice and health information, families can also
contact Health Link 24/7 by
dialing 811
For more information on
the COVID-19 pandemic in
Alberta, visit www.ahs.ca/
covid or www.alberta.ca/
covid19.
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MESSAGE TO MY CONSTITUENTS

Submitted by Gerald
Soroka, MP for Yellowhead

I would like to thank you
for continuing to do your
part in the fight against

COVID-19. I realize that as
this goes on, some people
will be tempted to ignore so-

cial distancing, but it is very
important that we don’t let
up until the time is right.
I understand that there is
confusion around some of
the programs being implemented to support Canadians. With new measures and
changes being announced
frequently, it can be difficult
to keep up with. My team
and I are here to help. We
have been getting a lot of
questions on the Canada
Emergency Response Benefit (CERB), so I have some
info on that.
This week, the government
announced new changes to
the CERB. Workers earning
less than $1,000 a month, or
who have seasonal employment and can’t find a job
due to COVID-19, as well as
those who are running out
of employment insurance,
are now eligible to apply for
the CERB.
If you applied for the CERB
last week, just a reminder
that you must reapply for
subsequent periods if you
continue to qualify.
That said, if you were transferred from Employment
Insurance to the CERB, you
will still need to do bi-weekly reports for EI as you did
in the past to remain on the
CERB but will not need to
reapply monthly like those
who apply directly for the
CERB must do. If you have
any questions, please don’t
hesitate to reach out to my
constituency office in Edson. As always, keep well
stay safe and healthy.
Do you need assistance
with getting groceries? Did
you know some stores are
offering pick-up or delivery services? Please check
to see if your local grocery
stores are offering these
services. You can order your
groceries from home and
pick them up when you get
to the store or have them
delivered to your residence.
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LEARN ABOUT DIY HOME SECURITY
Homes are a safe haven
and comfortable retreat
for individuals and families. Home invasions can
compromise that feeling of
safety and security, making
people feel uncomfortable
and unsafe in their own
homes.
Although the FBI Uniform
Crime Reporting Statistics
indicate property crime
rates have seen a significant decline in the last few
years, there are still roughly
2.5 million burglaries a year,
66 percent of which involve
home break-ins. Break-ins
are 6 percent more likely to
occur between 6 a.m. and 6
p.m., when people are out
at work or running errands
than at other times of day.
Homes without a security system are 300 percent

more likely to be burglarized, according to the National Council for Home
Safety and Security.
Installing a security system may be the goal of
homeowners looking to
protect themselves and
their belongings. Thanks
to availability of new, user-friendly products, doit-yourselfers can, in many
instances, install their own
home security systems.
Safety.com says smart
home integration, mobile
apps and wireless connectivity are hallmarks of modern DIY home security systems. Many have the same
components as traditional
home security systems, but
do not require professional
installation or monitoring,
even though such options

are available.
When shopping for home
security systems, people
can look for the following
features to compare offerings.
•
Sensors:
Sensors
will detect motion and activity in the house. Sensors
also may be attached to
doors and windows to determine if either are open.
Some systems are designed to send alerts to a
phone when triggered.
•
Cameras: Working
in conjunction with sensors, cameras can provide
an eye on activity in and
outside of a home, adding
another layer of protection.
•
Smart
features:
With smart home connectivity, security systems can
be engaged and turned off

from remote locations.
Many DIY versions of
home security systems
work wirelessly and can be
set up in a relatively short
period of time. While wired
systems use existing electric and telephone lines
to connect security components, wireless systems
connect components to a
main panel via radio frequency. One of the benefits of wireless tech is that it
enables DIYers to add components and replace them
as needed without major
hassle. In addition, wireless
security systems do not require construction during
the installation process.
More and more homeowners are embracing DIY
home security systems to
keep their homes safe.
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7 THINGS TO CONSIDER
WHEN BUYING A SHED
Backyard sheds can be
useful assets. Sheds can
create storage space in
the garage, basement

or other areas of the
house that have become gathering spots
for gear typically used

outdoors. Sheds are ideal for housing mowers,
tools and even poolcare equipment. But
they can be put to other
uses as well, such as being key spots to engage
in hobbies or even as a
child’s clubhouse.
Various factors should
be considered before
building or buying a
shed. A storage shed
can be a significant investment. Once placed,
sheds may remain in
their dedicated spots
for years to come. That

means careful thought
should go into the planning process.
1. Check your local
building codes first.
Before you accumulate
building materials or
order a shed, be sure to
know the ins and outs of
shed codes. The codes
may impact the shed’s
placement,
construction, the materials used,
size, and numerous
other factors. It’s much
easier to amend plans
beforehand than to face
the hassle and expense
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7 Things To Consider When Buying A Shed
after learning you did
things incorrectly.
2. Choose placement
wisely. Spend several
days assessing the yard
and thinking about the
uses for the shed. If you
plan to store pool floats
and chemicals inside of
the shed, it should be
located close enough
to the pool to be convenient. Look at the lay
of the land. If there is a
soggy patch of land that
can turn swampy under
the shed’s foundation,
that is a poor location
choice. If you need access to electricity, plac-

ing it far away from the
house could necessitate
running expensive wiring.
3. Consider the design.
Just because a shed
is for storage doesn’t
mean aesthetics should
be overlooked. Choose a
shed style that complements your home. You
may also want to match
certain
architectural
features, like arched
doorways or dormers.
Design also may relate to practicality. For
instance, storing a riding mower inside may
necessitate dual doors

that open widely.
4. Invest in quality materials. Spending a little
more and using quality
materials can ensure it
lasts long enough to be
cost-effective. The right
materials will be resistant to splitting, cracking, decay, and insect
damage.
5. Prepare the site well.
A proper foundation for
the shed is almost as
important as the shed
itself. You cannot just
drop the shed on the
lawn and leave it, as the
shed can sink or structural issues may arise

if it is placed on a weak
base.
6. Blend into the environment.
Surround
the shed with shrubs or
plants so that it blends
into the yard and complements the space.
7. Deck out the interior.
Use every storage tool
at your disposal to maximize floor, wall and even
rafter space for storage.
Plan where items will be
kept and customize the
storage options around
those locations.
Sheds can be an asset
and improve storage capability in the backyard.
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HOW TO DESIGN YOUR DREAM
CUSTOM-BUILT HOME
(MS) - There are many advantages to designing your
own home. Gone are the
builder-basic styles, layouts
that don’t work for your
family and exteriors you
can’t tell apart from your
neighbors’. To help with
your planning, check out
these tips.
Find the right property.
There are no limits to what
you can create with a custom-built home, but the
size and quality of your lot
do impose restrictions.
While you don’t need to
have everything decided
when you purchase the
property, make sure you
have a general idea of what
you need - your architect
can help with this. Also,

double check zoning laws,
so you don’t wind up not
being able to build your
dream three-story home on
a residential street that only
allows bungalows.
Consider your lifestyle.
What kind of lifestyle do
you want to live? What’s
important to you? From
bigger elements like smart
home automation and sustainability to smaller considerations like storage and
organization, think of these
things when designing
the layout and built-in elements. For example, if you
hate shoveling, now is the
opportunity to make sure
you have the shortest driveway possible.
Build for the future. Your

needs and wants right now
are at the top of your mind,
but a custom home is a significant investment in time,
money and energy. It’s also
likely you want this to be
your forever home, so it’s a
smart idea to build for tomorrow. Think about how
your family will evolve and
what your future needs will
be. Consider building materials that are designed to
stand the test of time, like
insulated concrete forms
(ICFs) from Nudura. This
alternative to wood framing is a greener option and
offers disaster resilience
against high winds and fire.
The superior insulation also
means more comfortable,
uniform indoor tempera-

tures and less money spent
on heating and cooling
your home.
Avoid the fantasy trap.
This is your dream home, so
it’s okay to indulge on that
outdoor fireplace or luxury
bathroom tiles that you’ve
been envisioning. But to
keep your budget in check,
focus on the priorities and
items that will give you the
best value for your dollar.
Invest in features that will
improve your everyday living and boost your property
value, like energy-efficient
construction or a finished
basement.
Find more information
about designing your new
home with insulated concrete forms at nudura.com.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Obituaries

DIECKMAN, Fritz Bruno
It is with sadness that we
announce
the
peaceful
passing of Fritz Bruno Willy
Dieckman(n) of Evansburg,
AB, formerly of Peers, AB, at
the age of 83 years old in his
home on April 7, 2020,
surrounded by family. Fritz
was predeceased by his
mother and father; Martha
Bertha Schebitz (Dieckmann)
and Willy August Adolf

Dieckmann; and his wife,
Shirley Ann Dieckman. He
had four siblings, seven
children,
thirteen
grandchildren,
nineteen
great grandchildren, many
nieces, nephews, dear friends
and will be missed by many.
Due
to
the
Covid-19
pandemic, no service will be
held. If you would like to
honor Fritz or the family,
donations may be made in
his name to a charity of one’s
choice. Photos, memories,
and condolences may be
shared
through
www.
parkmemorial.com.
Park Memorial Edmonton
780-426-0050,
Family
Owned
Funeral
Home
Crematorium,
Reception
Centre (1) 21-04

706-1470 (12) 25-02
High School Math Tutor, Call
Amber at 780-887-6212 (17)
07-01

Looking For
Widow 60’s, Rural Alberta,
If you are a MAN of faith,
integrity, hardworking, 62-72,
good mental, physical health,
Respond: Box 1432 MAIN,

Grande Prairie, AB T8V 4Z2.
(2) 21-04

Help Wanted
Wanted:
Mature/Retired
Gentleman for tasks/light
ranch work, ex: Fence, spring
cleanup etc. Trail Contract
about 20hrs week/ 6 weeks
OR condensed. Commencing
soon. Room available. Call
780-512-5120 (2) 21-04

Services
WANTED! Standing Timber.
Are you looking to cut your
wood lot before pine beetles
or forest fires destroy it? Top
dollar paid. Call Paul 780-

As your community newspaper, we are committed to
delivering the latest and most accurate COVID-19
news and local updates. We also remain dedicated
to serving our local advertisers, as they struggle to
overcome unprecedented economic challenges
resulting from the pandemic.

ADVERTISERS, call 780.962.9228
to learn how we can help you.

In uncertain and troubled times like today, the importance of local
news and community connection is more evident than ever. You can
help support businesses in our community by purchasing gift cards for
later use, frequenting restaurants that are open for takeout or checking
to see if your favorite businesses have opened online stores. You can
also support the future of local news and reporting by reserving your
ad space today and letting our readers know how they can help you!
Together, we are all stronger.

local community • local economy • local news
In Print & Online | 780.962.9228 | www.com-voice.com
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Piano Lessons offered in
Wabamun on Thursdays.
Ages 6 and up, beginneradvanced.
Contact
Monika
780-916-1317,
youvegotrhythm@gmail.
com (8) 03-03

refurbished,
upgraded
Laptop or a Desktop with
games,
world
pictures,
music, videos and more for
ONLY $100. FREE repairs for
single parents. Donate used
computers, tablets, etc. Will
fix, clear to donate or use for
parts. Call: 780-892-2407 (14)
28-01

Computers

Feed & Seed

Computer
Repairs
NOT
over $50. Get a good, clean,

Seed Oats & Barley - Fusarium
tested, 80% & 88% germ.

Lessons

No wild oats. Can deliver,
jamesbeniuk@gmail.com or
780-621-2229 (8) 21-04

Firewood
SEASONED
FIREWOOD:
Birch, Tamarack, Spruce/
Pine & Poplar. 4x4x8 cord,
Split and delivered or pick up
at wood yard, 1/2 cord or full
cords available. Call 780-9675835 or 780-983-1495 (28) 3103

Buy & Sell
I BUY GUN COLLECTIONS
and World War 2 Collectables,
Please call Jay for a quote
780-686-1350 (30) 19-11-19

Pasture Wanted
Looking for grazing Pasture
for cows to rent for summer
months. Please call Travis
780-721-0602 leave message.
(12) 17-03

For Rent
Year Round Cabin For Rent
North of Evansburg on Hwy
22 (15 mins from Evansburg),
$1000/month + DD. All
inclusive, utilities & TV, max 2
people. Call 780-239-0553 (6)
31-03
Completely renovated Motel
in Onoway, AB. offering
daily, weekly or monthly
rentals. All utilities included,
55 inch tv with Satellite.
Double bedrooms, furnished
bachelors with full kitchen
and furnished 1 bedrooms
with full kitchen available.
$950 + tax. Please call for
viewing,
780-967-4420
or
1-403-742-6467.
www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4)
14-04 OG
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY:
Large 2 Bedroom in 12 Unit
Apartment
Building
in
Entwistle.
Includes
heat,
water & parking. Rent $795/
month + DD $300. Please call
Ivka 780-807-1300 or email
jakovljevicivka@yahoo.ca (2)
14-04 OG
2 HOMES FOR RENT. Seniors
only in town limits of Stony
Plain. Mobile home on
Acreage fenced and secure
& safe! $1200 per month
includes
utilities.
Prefer
handy kind of guy to help
maintain
property
gives
opportunity for reduced rent.
Also 2 bedroom older home
in good shape (Seniors only),
$1200 per month includes
utilities. PH Gord 780-9132430 (2) 21-04 OG
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