Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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MEET THE ALTERNATIVE
LAND USE SERVICES
PROGRAM, HERE TO HELP!

Submitted by Alternative Land Use Services
(ALUS)
There are 158 million
acres of land in Alberta and

approximately 52 million
acres are privately owned
farmland. Farmers are the
caretakes of the crops and
manage the land and livestock. Farmers are in the

best position possible to
sustainably manage the
land because this is what
they have done for generations.
Continued on Page 2

RIVER ICE ADVISORY FOR
THE ATHABASCA AND
MCLEOD RIVERS
Submitted by Town of
Whitecourt
Alberta Environment and
Parks has issued a River
Ice Advisory for the Athabasca and McLeod Rivers
in Whitecourt and surrounding area. With well
above-average snowpack
and warmer temperatures,

ice covers have begun to
break up on both rivers.
Water levels are expected
to rise as this occurs, and
as snowmelt continues to
occur. River levels are being
monitored closely by the
Alberta Environment River Forecast Branch and the
Town of Whitecourt.
People are urged to use

extreme caution when near
the rivers and to be aware
of water levels in low-lying
areas. The Town of Whitecourt encourages people
to report river or flood level concerns to the Town of
Whitecourt at 780-778-2273
so that the municipality can
evaluate the risk involved.
Continued on Page 2
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WHITECOURT RCMP SEEKING
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE TO
LOCATE MAN WANTED FOR
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT AND
ADDITIONAL CHARGES
Submitted by Whitecourt RCMP
Whitecourt, Alta. – On
April 16, 2020, at approximately 12:45 a.m., Whitecourt RCMP were called to
a hotel near Highway 43 as
two occupants of a hotel
room had been in need of
emergency medical assistance for injuries of a suspicious nature. A 46-year-old
female and a 39-year-old
male from Medicine Hat,
Alta., were taken to hospi-

tal separately with non-life
threatening injuries.
Further investigation resulted in Whitecourt RCMP
obtaining warrants for the
arrest of Telford Randall
Howe for the following
charges:
• Aggravated assault
• Assault with a weapon
• Commit an indictable offence while disguised
• Possession of a weapon
for a purpose dangerous to
the public
Telford Randall Howe is
also known as “Gremlin”
or “G”. The current whereabouts of Telford Howe are
unknown; however, he was
last believed to be in the
Grande Prairie area.
Whitecourt RCMP are asking anyone who may know
the current whereabouts of
Howe to contact the Whitecourt RCMP at 780-7795900, or your local police.
The public are cautioned
not to approach Howe as he
is considered to be armed
and dangerous. If you wish
to remain anonymous, you
can contact Crime Stoppers
at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS),
online at www.P3Tips.com
or by using the “P3 Tips”
app available through the
Apple App or Google Play
Store.
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Meet The Alternative Land Use Services Program,
Here To Help!
Continued from Page 1
The Alternative Land Use
Services (ALUS) is a grant
program that helps farmers establish environmental projects on private land.
Projects can include fencing off wetlands and mature
forest to keep livestock out,

shelterbelts and ecobuffers,
watering systems, nesting
structures, and pollinator
habitat creation. In 2019 the
ALUS program enrolled 250
acres with seven farmers
within Lac Ste. Anne County. The total cost of these
projects was over $120,000
which was shared equally between the producers

River Ice Advisory		
for the Athabasca			
and Mcleod Rivers
Continued from Page 1
Continued The Town of
Whitecourt will continue
to monitor water levels and
river forecasts provided by
the Government of Alberta,
and will inform the community as updates become

available. Updates will be
provided at www.whitecourt.ca and on Whitecourt’s Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/TownofWhitecourt.
For Alberta River Basin
Advisories and Warnings
please visit https://rivers.
alberta.ca.

and the ALUS program. A
significant benefit of the
ALUS program is farmers
receive a per acre payment
for any land they are no
longer farming. They get
paid to grow cleaner water,
fresh air, and wildlife habitat. There is no transfer of
title and the farmers retains
all ownership to manage

their land as they see fit.
The ALUS program strives
to support farmers in doing
what they do best, taking
care of the land. If you have
any ideas for your farm,
contact your local ALUS
Coordinator, Megan Casey
780-203-2966 and check
out the County website for
more information.
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT – GERALD SOROKA

Parliament was scheduled
to return on April 20, but with
the continued need for so-

cial distancing to contain the
COVID-19 outbreak, a modified spring session is happen-

ing.
It is extremely important
that Parliamentary oversight
is maintained and imperative
that we respect public health
directives.
In order to allow for safe
physical distancing, 32 of the
338 MPs will meet in person on a rotating basis every
Wednesday in the House of
Commons, with up to two
weekly virtual sessions available for members to ask questions of government. MPs not
slated to be in Ottawa will focus on helping constituents in
their ridings.
Canada.ca
The best resource for information on federal government

programs, funding and current statistics on COVID-19
can be found at: https://www.
canada.ca/en.html
This website has updated information, a COVID-19
self-assessment tool, a way
to sign up for email updates,
quarantine guidance, and descriptions of all the financial
supports presently being offered by the Government of
Canada.
I encourage you to get familiar with this solid resource.
However, my office is there
should you need help at: 780723-6068 or Gerald.soroka.
c1a@parl.gc.ca
Take care, be safe and know
we are here to help.
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HOW TO DESIGN
YOUR DREAM
CUSTOM-BUILT HOME
(MS) - There are many
advantages to designing
your own home. Gone are
the builder-basic styles,
layouts that don’t work for
your family and exteriors
you can’t tell apart from
your neighbors’. To help
with your planning, check
out these tips.
Find the right property. There are no limits to
what you can create with
a custom-built home,
but the size and quality
of your lot do impose restrictions. While you don’t
need to have everything

decided when you purchase the property, make
sure you have a general
idea of what you need your architect can help
with this. Also, double
check zoning laws, so you
don’t wind up not being
able to build your dream
three-story home on a
residential street that only
allows bungalows.
Consider your lifestyle.
What kind of lifestyle do
you want to live? What’s
important to you?
Continued on Page 7
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LEARN ABOUT DIY HOME SECURITY
Homes are a safe haven
and comfortable retreat
for individuals and families.
Home invasions can compromise that feeling of safety
and security, making people
feel uncomfortable and unsafe in their own homes.
Although the FBI Uniform
Crime Reporting Statistics
indicate property crime rates

have seen a significant decline in the last few years,
there are still roughly 2.5 million burglaries a year, 66 percent of which involve home
break-ins. Break-ins are 6
percent more likely to occur
between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.,
when people are out at work
or running errands than at
other times of day. Homes

without a security system are
300 percent more likely to be
burglarized, according to the
National Council for Home
Safety and Security.
Installing a security system
may be the goal of homeowners looking to protect
themselves and their belongings. Thanks to availability of new, user-friendly prod-

ucts, do-it-yourselfers can, in
many instances, install their
own home security systems.
Safety.com
says
smart
home integration, mobile
apps and wireless connectivity are hallmarks of modern
DIY home security systems.
Many have the same components as traditional home
security systems, but do not
require professional installation or monitoring, even
though such options are
available.
When shopping for home
security systems, people can
look for the following features to compare offerings.
•
Sensors:
Sensors
will detect motion and activity in the house. Sensors also
may be attached to doors
and windows to determine
if either are open. Some systems are designed to send
alerts to a phone when triggered.
•
Cameras: Working
in conjunction with sensors,
cameras can provide an eye
on activity in and outside of a
home, adding another layer
of protection.
•
Smart
features:
With smart home connectivity, security systems can
be engaged and turned off
from remote locations.
Many DIY versions of home
security systems work wirelessly and can be set up in
a relatively short period of
time. While wired systems
use existing electric and
telephone lines to connect
security components, wireless systems connect components to a main panel via
radio frequency. One of the
benefits of wireless tech is
that it enables DIYers to add
components and replace
them as needed without major hassle. In addition, wireless security systems do not
require construction during
the installation process.
More and more homeowners are embracing DIY home
security systems to keep
their homes safe.
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How To Design Your		
Dream Custom-Built Home
Continued from Page 5
From bigger elements
like smart home automation and sustainability to
smaller
considerations
like storage and organization, think of these things
when designing the layout and built-in elements.
For example, if you hate
shoveling, now is the opportunity to make sure
you have the shortest
driveway possible.
Build for the future. Your
needs and wants right
now are at the top of
your mind, but a custom
home is a significant in-

vestment in time, money
and energy. It’s also likely
you want this to be your
forever home, so it’s a
smart idea to build for tomorrow. Think about how
your family will evolve and
what your future needs
will be. Consider building materials that are designed to stand the test of
time, like insulated concrete forms (ICFs) from
Nudura. This alternative
to wood framing is a
greener option and offers
disaster resilience against
high winds and fire.
Continued on Page 8
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How To Design Your Dream					
Custom-Built Home
Continued from Page 7
The superior insulation
also means more com-

fortable, uniform indoor
temperatures and less
money spent on heating
and cooling your home.

Avoid the fantasy trap.
This is your dream home,
so it’s okay to indulge on
that outdoor fireplace or
luxury bathroom tiles that
you’ve been envisioning.
But to keep your budget
in check, focus on the priorities and items that will
give you the best value
for your dollar. Invest in
features that will improve
your everyday living and
boost your property value, like energy-efficient
construction or a finished
basement.
Find more information
about designing your
new home with insulated
concrete forms at nudura.
com.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Obituaries

either the Entwistle Community
Church, 5237-50 St. Entwistle,
AB T0E 0S0, or to the Parkland
Bible Church, 4704-79 Ave,
Stony Plain, AB T7Z 3A1 if they
so desire. (1) 28-04

Looking For
Widow 60’s, Rural Alberta,
If you are a MAN of faith,
integrity, hardworking, 62-72,

Louise Bernice Bruce (nee:
Robinson) – known as “Bunny”
of Stony Plain, Alberta, passed
away suddenly, on April 14,
2020 at the age of 91, as she was
called home. Our devoted
mother leaves to mourn, her 5
children; Reg (Sheila), Allen,
Dale (Linda), Ward (Lil), and
daughter
Tracey
(Jim).
Remembered as Grandma, or
“Grammie”, and ‘Friend’ to her
12 grandchildren, she will be
forever loved, and remembered
by them, as one of the most
positive influential forces in
their lives. She also leaves
numerous great-grandchildren,
other family, and many loving
friends, and neighbors – past &
present, that will also mourn
her loss in this realm. Bernice/
Bunny is survived by her loving
sister of Ontario, Gloria (Eric)
Dundas, and was predeceased
by both her brother, Scott
Robinson (also of Ontario), and
husband John Bruce (2016).
Due to existing pandemic
circumstances,
a
private
interment for the immediate
family will be held at this time;
and plans made for a memorial
to follow, in the coming year. In
lieu of flowers, friends and
family may make donations to

good mental, physical health,
Respond: Box 1432 MAIN,
Grande Prairie, AB T8V 4Z2. (2)
21-04

Help Wanted
Wanted:
Mature/Retired
Gentleman for tasks/light ranch
work, ex: Fence, spring cleanup
etc. Trail Contract about 20hrs
week/ 6 weeks OR condensed.

Commencing soon. Room
available. Call 780-512-5120 (2)
21-04

Services
WANTED! Standing Timber. Are
you looking to cut your wood
lot before pine beetles or forest
fires destroy it? Top dollar paid.
Call Paul 780-706-1470 (12) 2502
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Dog Caretaker
Alberta Beach & Surrounding
Areas, thinking of a Winter
Getaway? Worried about
leaving your dog in a kennel?
Don’t worry anymore, you can
leave your pet with me! There
is a wrap around deck and
courtyard! I will provide tender
loving care, with walks every
day. Best of all, I’m cheaper

than a kennel! Daily drop in’s
or overnight stays welcome. If
interested call 780-920-4166 (4)
14-04 OG

Computers
Computer
Repairs
NOT
over $50. Get a good, clean,
refurbished, upgraded Laptop
or a Desktop with games,
world pictures, music, videos
and more for ONLY $100.

FREE repairs for single parents.
Donate
used
computers,
tablets, etc. Will fix, clear to
donate or use for parts. Call:
780-892-2407 (14) 28-01

Firewood
SEASONED
FIREWOOD:
Birch, Tamarack, Spruce/Pine
& Poplar. 4x4x8 cord, Split and
delivered or pick up at wood
yard, 1/2 cord or full cords

available. Call 780-967-5835 or
780-983-1495 (28) 31-03

Pasture Wanted
Looking for grazing Pasture
for cows to rent for summer
months. Please call Travis 780721-0602 leave message. (12)
17-03

For Rent
ALBERTA BEACH - Newer 2
bdrm apartment, downtown,
awesome view looking over
the lake, 1100sqft, washer/dryer/
central vac, 2 baths, stainless
steel appl, open concept,
please call Cheryl 780-982-6922
(4) 14-04 OG
Completely renovated Motel
in Onoway, AB. offering daily,
weekly or monthly rentals.
All utilities included, 55 inch
tv with Satellite.
Double
bedrooms, furnished bachelors
with full kitchen and furnished
1 bedrooms with full kitchen
available. $950 + tax. Please
call for viewing, 780-9674420 or 1-403-742-6467. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4)
14-04 OG
2 HOMES FOR RENT. Seniors
only in town limits of Stony
Plain. Mobile home on Acreage
fenced and secure & safe! $1200
per month includes utilities.
Prefer handy kind of guy to
help maintain property gives
opportunity for reduced rent.
Also 2 bedroom older home
in good shape (Seniors only),
$1200 per month includes
utilities. PH Gord 780-913-2430
(2) 21-04 OG
LAND FOR RENT, 25 acres, half
pasture half bush, fenced &
cross fenced, dug out for water,
power available, on paved HWY
765, adjoining southside of
cemetery. Call 780-892-2413 (4)
28-04
AVAILABLE
IMMEDIATELY:
Large 2 Bedroom in 12 Unit
Apartment
Building
in
Entwistle.
Includes
heat,
water & parking. Rent $795/
month + DD $300. Please call
Ivka 780-807-1300 or email
jakovljevicivka@yahoo.ca
(2)
28-04 OG
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As your community newspaper, we are committed to
delivering the latest and most accurate COVID-19
news and local updates. We also remain dedicated
to serving our local advertisers, as they struggle to
overcome unprecedented economic challenges
resulting from the pandemic.

ADVERTISERS, call 780.962.9228
to learn how we can help you.

In uncertain and troubled times like today, the importance of local
news and community connection is more evident than ever. You can
help support businesses in our community by purchasing gift cards for
later use, frequenting restaurants that are open for takeout or checking
to see if your favorite businesses have opened online stores. You can
also support the future of local news and reporting by reserving your
ad space today and letting our readers know how they can help you!
Together, we are all stronger.

local community • local economy • local news
In Print & Online | 780.962.9228 | www.com-voice.com
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