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CITY OF LEDUC LOOKS 
AHEAD TO RECOVERY

FROM PANDEMIC

MESSAGE TO MY 
CONSTITUENTS

Submitted by City of 
Leduc

As the City of Leduc con-
tinues to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Leduc 
City Council took steps to-
ward a brighter future to-
night by endorsing support 
and recovery plans created 
by staff. City administra-

tion has established a gov-
ernance structure and task 
forces to ensure a smooth, 
consistent and comprehen-
sive approach to recovery. 
The task forces are set to be-
gin meeting this week and 
will address three primary 
areas of concern – econom-
ic support and recovery, 
community and social ser-

vices, and civic operations 
and service delivery.

“While we continue to 
navigate the day-to-day 
changes resulting from 
the pandemic, it is equal-
ly important that we look 
forward to the recovery 
process,” said Leduc Mayor 
Bob Young. 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Gerald 
Soroka, MP for Yellow-
head

Support has been an-
nounced for students and 
post-graduates. The Cana-
da Emergency Student Ben-
efit will provide $1,250 per 
month for eligible students 
or $2,000 per month for el-
igible students with depen-
dents or disabilities and will 
be available from May to 

August 2020.
The government also an-

nounced the Student Ser-
vice Grant. Under this pro-
gram, students who choose 
to serve their communities 
during the COVID 19 pan-
demic will be provided with 
up to $5,000 for their edu-
cation in the fall.

New measures were also 
announced for small busi-
nesses. The Canada Emer-
gency Commercial Rent 

Assistance will provide 
forgivable loans to quali-
fying commercial property 
owners to cover 50 percent 
of three-monthly rent pay-
ments payable by eligible 
small business tenants ex-
periencing financial hard-
ship during April, May and 
June.

Continued on Page 6
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City of Leduc Looks Ahead to Recovery from Pandemic
Continued from Page 1

“Council, staff, and our com-
munity will truly be working 

together to make the City of 
Leduc’s recovery as seamless 
and vigorous as possible. Our 
community and our organi-

zation are resilient – and we 
will work tirelessly to help it 
bounce back from this crisis.”

The recovery task forces, 

which are made up of City of 
Leduc staff, members of Coun-
cil, and community stakehold-
er groups, will establish plans 
to support the community in 
its recovery as well as plans 
and timelines for the resump-
tion of civic operations and 
service delivery.

Several Council members 
were nominated tonight to sit 
on the task forces:

• Councillor Lazowski will 
Chair the Economic Support 
and Recovery Task Force, and 
Councillor Tillack will sit as 
member of the Task Force

• Councillor Hansen will 
Chair the Community and So-
cial Services Task Force, and 
Councillor Beckett will sit as 
member of the Task Force

“The work to plan and secure 
our community’s and organi-
zation’s recovery is the priority 
for staff over the coming weeks 
and months,” said Acting City 
Manager Mike Pieters. “The 
plans we establish will balance 
the need for decisive and swift 
recovery action with the need 
for continued compliance with 
provincial guidelines and the 
health and safety of residents 
and staff.”

Recovery plans will be 
brought before Council again 
in the coming weeks.
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A MESSAGE FROM MLA MARK SMITH: 
WEEKLY SUMMARY FOR APRIL 28

Submitted by MLA Mark 
Smith | Drayton Valley – 
Devon Constituency

It seems that spring is final-
ly upon us! The temperature is 
starting to warm up and plans 
for vegetable gardens and co-
lourful flower beds are in pro-
cess. I hope that you and your 
loved ones are finding ways 
to enjoy the warmer weather 
while staying safe and practic-
ing physical distancing. While 
cooped up kids are yearning to 
get out and enjoy the sunshine, 
I urge you to continue to avoid 
playground equipment and oth-
er collective group play spaces. 

COVID-19 is a challenging 
time for many of us. If you are 
struggling, support is always 
available through the Alber-
ta Mental Health Helpline at 
1-877-303-2642. Updated in-
formation on COVID-19 and 
resources for coping can also 
be found at alberta.ca/covid19.

I am pleased to share that 
our government has launched 
a new program to address the 
economic challenges that Al-
berta faces. The new Site Reha-
bilitation Program will provide 
grants to oilfield service con-
tractors to perform well, pipe-
line, and oil and gas site recla-
mation. The program, which is 
expected to create 5,300 direct 
jobs for Albertans, will lead the 
cleanup of thousands of sites 
here in our province. Applica-
tions for contracts by service 
companies will open May 1, 
and will help get Albertans back 
to work during a period of un-
precedented challenges for the 
oil and gas industry. Our gov-
ernment is taking action to get 
Albertans back to work and look 
ahead to economic recovery.

Our government is listening 
to Albertans and making sig-
nificant investments to recog-
nize the unique challenges of 
providing health care services 
in rural Alberta. This week, as 
a result of frank discussions 
between the Minister and rural 
MLA’s our government made 
changes to physician compen-
sation in rural areas, including 
removing the cap on incentives 

through the Rural, Remote and 
Northern Program, increasing 
rural on-call rates, and freez-
ing rural and family medical 
liability rates at $1,000. In ad-
dition, our government is in-
troducing a program to pay 
for 20 young Albertans from 
rural communities to attend 
medical school in exchange for 
working in a rural community 
for three years. These new in-
vestments will help recruit and 
retain physicians in rural areas 
of our province.

I am happy to share that ad-
ditional relief measures are 
on the way for Alberta’s small 
businesses. Many small busi-
nesses have been required to 
close or limit their operations 
to protect public health during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
are facing extreme financial 
pressures. Our government is 
joining a Government of Can-
ada program to support a loan 
program that will reduce the 
rent costs for small businesses 
by 75 percent. This program, 

which is expected to start up in 
mid-May, will offer forgivable 
loans. Small businesses are the 
backbone of our communities, 
and this program will help sup-
port them through COVID-19. 

Thank you for doing your 
part to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.  Having said the 
government is now preparing 
to roll out the re-launch of the 
Alberta economy in a series of 
stages over the next few weeks 
and months.  Stay tuned for 
upcoming announcements.  
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CITY EMBRACES VIRTUAL ENVIRONMENT 
TO OBTAIN CITIZEN FEEDBACK

GET PREPARED 
THIS EMERGENCY 

PREPAREDNESS WEEK

Submitted by City of 
Leduc

The city is turning to the vir-
tual realm to engage with res-
idents on the updated draft of 
Leduc’s Municipal Develop-
ment Plan (MDP).

An MDP is a high-level plan-
ning document designed to 
shape a community’s future 
and is used as a reference doc-

ument to define policy and 
decision-making practices on 
land-use planning, community 
service priorities and invest-
ments in infrastructure. The 
last time the city updated this 
plan was in 2012 and since then 
Leduc has grown by 30 per 
cent; so it’s time for a thorough 
review of this important gov-
erning document.

Originally, the city was plan-

ning an open house event in 
March which was cancelled 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and subsequent public health 
order of no gatherings greater 
than 15 people.

As public engagement is an 
essential component of the 
update and review process, 
all information is posted on-
line for residents to review at 
their leisure and to provide 

input until May 18, 2020. The 
website (https://www.leduc.
ca/mdp-update/engagement) 
includes a copy of the draft 
MDP and information material 
in PDF, along with an email ad-
dress to provide input (mdp@
leduc.ca).

Visit Leduc.ca/mdp to learn 
more about this project and 
any inquiries can be forwarded 
to mdp@leduc.ca

Submitted by Leduc 
County

While emergencies like 
floods, wildfires, severe storms 
and chemical releases may be 
beyond our control, we can 
help lessen the impacts by be-
coming emergency ready.

This Emergency Prepared-

ness Week (May 3 to 9, 2020), 
Leduc County encourages its 
citizens to take action to pre-
pare for the emergencies they 
could face. 

The following actions will 
help citizens become emergen-
cy ready:

Continued on Page 7
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MESSAGE TO MY 
CONSTITUENTS

Continued from Page 1

The loans will be forgiven 
if the mortgaged proper-
ty owner agrees to reduce 
the eligible small business 
tenants’ rent by at least 75 
percent for the three corre-
sponding months under a 
rent forgiveness agreement, 
which will include a pledge 

not to evict the tenant while 
the agreement is in place.

Tenants can qualify if their 
rent is less than $50,000/
month and who have tem-
porarily ceased operations 
or have experienced at 
least a 70% drop in pre-
COVID-19 revenues.

I have received many 
emails asking when things 
will fully return to normal 
business operations. This 
question is not easy to an-
swer. Why? 

There are too many vari-
ables. 

• We need to know 
how the virus works

• Need to assist with 
worldwide efforts to devel-
op a safe, effective vaccine.

• Will face masks, 
and physical distancing be 
frequent?

• Will large gather-
ings still be discouraged?

• For those most at 
risk from the virus, will they 
still be asked to spend as 
much time at home as pos-
sible?

• When will border 
and travel restrictions be 
lifted?

• When will essential 
industries start up?

I will be sure to keep you 
informed every step of the 
way as I update my Face-
book daily.

Please reach out to my 
office at 780-723-6068 or 
Gerald.Soroka.c1a@parl.
gc.ca if you have any ques-
tions.

Please be patient, take 
care and don’t despair. 

We are in this together. 
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Get Prepared This Emergency Preparedness Week
Continued from Page 4

• Know the risks: knowing the 
emergencies you could face 
and how to respond to them 
allows you to act fast when 
seconds matter.

• Make a plan: emergency 
plans only take 20 minutes to 
develop and detail what your 
family will do, who they will 
contact and where they will go 
during an emergency.

• Build a kit: you and your 
family should be prepared to 
be self-sufficient for at least 
the first 72 hours after an 
emergency. Your kit should re-
flect your unique needs and in-
clude enough non-perishable 
food, water, medicines, warm 
clothes and comfort items for 
all family members, including 
pets.

• Stay aware: downloading 

the Alberta Emergency Alert 
app to your smartphone will 
help you stay aware in an 

emergency situation. Alberta 
Emergency Alerts provide crit-
ical, life-saving information 

about emergencies including 
where it is occurring and what 
you need to do to stay safe.

May 5, 2020
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Classified Policy

CLASSIFIED RATES 
INCLUDE GST.  1st 20 Words: 
First Insertion = $6.00; 
Subsequent insertion = 
$3.00 each. (Eg: 2 insertions 
= $9.00; 3 insertions = $12.00; 
4 insertions = $15.00; etc) 
Each additional word is 20 
cents per word, per insertion.   
BOLD/CAPITAL text available 
for an additional $1/line. Lost 
& Found and To Give Away (up 
to a max. of 25 words) are free 
of charge. Ads must be paid 
in advance either by cheque, 
cash, Visa or Mastercard. 
No Refunds Allowed on 
Classified Ads. DEADLINE: is 
Thurs. 4:00 pm (Wed. 4:00 
pm on long weekends).  
Classified ads may be called 
in to the COMMUNITY VOICE 
office at (780) 962-9228, 
emailed to: classifieds@com-
voice.com, dropped off at 
Onoway Registries, or mailed 
with your ad and payment 
to: COMMUNITY VOICE, BAG 
3595, SPRUCE GROVE, AB  
T7X 3A8. Ads may also be 
placed on the web at www.
com-voice.com/classified.
htm

Hall Rentals
Lodgepole Community Hall - 
(780) 894-2277

Services
WANTED! Standing Timber. 
Are you looking to cut your 
wood lot before pine beetles 
or forest fires destroy it? Top 
dollar paid. Call Paul 780-
706-1470 (6) 10-03

Computers
Computer Repairs NOT 
over $50. Get a good, clean, 
refurbished, upgraded 
Laptop or a Desktop with 
games, world pictures, 
music, videos and more for 
ONLY $100. FREE repairs for 
single parents. Donate used 
computers, tablets, etc. Will 
fix, clear to donate or use for 
parts. Call: 780-892-2407 (8) 
28-01

Miscellaneous
SeaCan Storage Containers 
for sale, all sizes available, 10ft 
- 53ft. Located in Entwistle, 
4905 - 45 Ave. We Deliver, 
Call 780-604-2276 or 780-
727-4062 (2) 21-04 OG

Buy & Sell

I BUY GUN COLLECTIONS 
and World War 2 Collectables, 
Please call Jay for a quote 
780-686-1350 (15) 19-11-19

Pasture Wanted 
Looking for grazing Pasture 
for cows to rent for summer 
months. Please call Travis 
780-721-0602 leave message. 

(6) 24-03

For Rent
LAND FOR RENT, 25 acres, 
half pasture half bush, fenced 
& cross fenced, dug out for 
water, power available, on 
paved HWY 765, adjoining 
southside of cemetery. Call 
780-892-2413 (2) 05-05
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