Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

May 26, 2020

COUNTY RESPONDS TO
RISING WATER LEVELS
Submitted by Lac Ste.
Anne County
Sangudo, Alberta, Saturday, May 23, 2020 – Lac Ste.
Anne County continues to
closely monitor water levels and weigh options to
mitigate flooding events
wherever practical. Primary areas of concern include

farmland, lakefront properties and County infrastructure. All rural tributaries to
Lac Ste. Anne are full – if not
overflowing. Where feasible
for the County and its ratepayers, the County is working to retain flow until other
water levels subside.
“Factors such as a heavy
winter snowpack, steady

spring precipitation and
saturated feeder tributaries have resulted in higher-than-average
water
table levels and overland
flooding events,” stated Joe
Blakeman, Reeve of Lac Ste.
Anne County.
Continued on Page 2

WHITECOURT RCMP MAKE
ARRESTS IN TWO SEPARATE
FIREARMS OFFENCES
Submitted by Whitecourt RCMP
Whitecourt, Alta. - On
May 15, 2020 at 2:30 p.m.
Whitecourt RCMP responded to a report of shots fired
in the Woodlands County
area. The report was false
but a male was located on
the roof of the house with a
loaded rifle. The male was
cooperative and was arrested without incident.
Jesse
Caithness-McGregor (27) of Woodlands

County, Alta. was arrested
for an outstanding warrant
and charged with:
• Unauthorized possession
of a firearm
• Careless use of a firearm
Jesse Caithness-McGregor was held for a judicial
hearing. He was released
and will be appearing in
Whitecourt
Provincial
Court at 10:00 a.m. on July
28th, 2020.
While Whitecourt RCMP
were in attendance at the
first call, a second high pri-

ority call came in involving
shots fired in the area of
Woodlands County. Investigation revealed that a shot
had been fired into the air.
No one was injured. The
58-year-old male suspect
was arrested without incident. He was released with
conditions and is scheduled
to appear in Whitecourt
Provincial Court at 10:00
a.m. on July 28th, 2020. His
name will not be released as
his documents are waiting
for judicial authorization.
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County Responds to Rising Water Levels
Continued from Page 1
“This is the fourth consecutive year that the County has
experienced an unprecedented amount of rainfall resulting
in extensive flooding — including in areas where flooding
has not historically been an
issue.”
At this time it has been determined that the weir managed by Alberta Environment
(at the mouth of Sturgeon River on the east end of Lac Ste.
Anne) is not a primary cause
of high-water levels in the
County.
It has also been determined
that beaver dams and vegetation blockages are not core
contributors to high-water
levels. The County has an inventory of beaver dams for
which it has obtained clearance from the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans to remove at its discretion. Due to
the present level of Lac Ste.
Anne, the County is reluctant
to displace natural mechanisms such as beaver dams.

However, the County will employ the measures required to
protect residences, agricultural land and County infrastructure while remaining mindful
of any secondary impacts
these measures may have on
adjacent communities downstream including Parkland
County, Sturgeon County, and
the City of St. Albert.
The County will continue to
work with Alberta Environment and affected landowners
to determine appropriate actions. In all cases, the County shall be considerate of all
stakeholders involved when
making these types of critical
decisions.
Working in Collaboration
with Adjacent Municipalities
When making decisions to
lower the lake level to a reasonable degree, the County
must consider neighbouring
municipalities. St. Albert, Sturgeon County and Parkland
County are dealing with similar issues regarding the safety
of their citizens and the secondary impacts of their water

mitigation activities. Lakes,
conveyance ditches, destination areas and other systems
in neighbouring regions are at
or near capacity due to water
levels not seen in decades.
Adjacent municipalities have
reached out to the County to
offer assistance by way of tiger
dams, sump pumps and other
mitigation tools for those with
critical infrastructure at risk,
with the understanding that
its systems are also at or near
capacity. Similarly, the County
will continue to work with its
neighbours, and with Alberta
Environment, to manage water levels and mitigate further
damage to infrastructure and
private property. The collective goal is to find practical,
equitable solutions that protect the safety, infrastructure
and assets of all involved to
the greatest extent possible.
Affected landowners are
thanked for their patience and
understanding as the County continues to work to find
solutions that are equitable
for all parties involved.
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CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)
UPDATE FOR WHITECOURT

Submitted by Town of
Whitecourt
The Town of Whitecourt
continues to monitor the
COVID-19 health emergency across Alberta. Here are
some reminders surrounding closures, gatherings and
travel for the community.
Whitecourt’s
Reopening
Strategy
With the guidance and
recommendation from the
Government of Alberta,
Whitecourt will be following a phased in approach
to reopen public facilities
and amenities. Community
members are asked to follow
the Whitecourt Facebook
page and website as updates
on the reopening of facilities
will be posted when available.
The following outdoor areas and amenities remain
open for public use in Whitecourt:
• Parks and Open Spaces (including baseball diamonds, soccer fields) for
spontaneous use and unorganized sports only;
• Off Leash Dog Park;
• Trails;
• Riverboat Park Boat
Launch;
• Neighbourhood courts
(basketball, tennis) for spontaneous, non-contact, unorganized sport only.
Per the current public
health guidelines, the following recreational amenities
remain closed for public use:
• Playground structures in
Town-owned parks;
• Skate Park;

• Whitecourt River Slides
and Splash Park: Per the
Province’s guidelines, the
Whitecourt River Slides
and Splashpark will remain
closed. Both water features
are considered pools and are
required to remain closed as
any potential reopening is
included in stage 3 of Alberta’s Relaunch Strategy.
The Town anticipates a reopening decision for playground structures may be

made within the next two
weeks, once the Province releases operating guidelines
that allow the Town to establish appropriate safe use
measures that are consistent
with their recommendations.
Campfires
There is currently no fire
ban within the Town of
Whitecourt. Fires are allowed in permitted fire pits.
If you are travelling outside
of Whitecourt, please visit
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www.albertafirebans.ca for
information on fire restrictions and bans in other jurisdictions.
Garage/Yard Sales
It is strongly recommended
that garage/yard sales not be
held at this time due to the
current provincial restrictions on gatherings and the
recommendation for all Albertans to practice physical
distancing.
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RCMP REQUEST
PUBLIC’S ASSISTANCE
TO IDENTIFY PERSON
OF INTEREST

Submitted by Parkland
RCMP
On April 27, 2020 at approximately 8:45 p.m., Parkland
RCMP and the Parkland Fire
Department were dispatched
to a structure fire in the area of
Township 540 and Range Road
280, the Oakwood Estates subdivision. The structure was
a new home that was under
construction. The cause of the
fire is under investigation and
is considered to be suspicious.
On the same date at approximately 8:00 p.m., video surveillance showed an unknown

Caucasian male, believed to
have a shaved or brush-cut
hairstyle, arrive at the location.
The male was driving what
appears to be a 2000-2003
dark-colored single cab GMC
Sierra 2500 4X4 with a push
bumper, a chrome headache
rack, a black ladder rack at the
rear of the bed and toolboxes
inside the truck bed.
The Parkland RCMP would
like to speak to the driver of
the truck. If you recognize
the driver and /or the vehicle
please contact the Parkland
RCMP at 825-220-7267 or call
your local police.
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POPULAR GOLF COURSES
AROUND THE WORLD
The Masters Tournament
is the first of golf’s four major championships in the
calendar year. Competitors
tee off at the Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta,
GA, in April 2020. Americans Tiger Woods and Patrick Reed are the two most
recent Masters champions,
and fans are already eager
to see who earns the fabled
green jacket this year.
Televised golf competitions often inspire people
to hit the links. People with
a passion for golf may want
to check out some of the
top courses in the world, as
ranked by leading golf resources and experts.
• Ballybunion: This Irish
course was touted as “nothing less than the finest
seaside course” by famed
golf writer Herbert Warren
Wind. The course hosted
the 2000 Irish Open, but
lack of other tournaments
can be attributed to its remote, albeit beautiful, location
• Cypress Point: This club
sits at the foothills of the
Santa Lucia Mountains at
the tip of the Monterey
Peninsula in California. Located in coastal dunes and
on rocky coastlines, Cypress
Point is often noted for its
dramatic holes along the
Pacific Ocean.
• Pine Valley: Located in
Pine Valley, NJ, this course,
which is more than 100
years old, boasts some formidable hazards with sophisticated green expanses.
• St. Andrew’s: This historic course in Scotland has
hosted the Open Championship (once known as
The British Open) a record
29 times. Historians believe
golf originated in Scotland,

and people have been playing on this course since
the 15th century. Massive
greens, cavernous bunkers
and a brilliant layout contribute to its distinguished
history.
• Shinnecock Hills: This
course in Southampton,
NY, is a very old club built
in the tradition of Scottish
courses. This was likely the
inaugural American golf
course design, and the
Shinnecock Hills Golf Club
was one of the five founding members of the United
States Golf Association.
• Augusta National: Home
to the Masters, Augusta is
considered a golf paradise
by many. The sheer beauty of Augusta has made it
a staple on many golfers’
bucket lists, even if only a
few may get to walk its fairways with club in hand.
Golf has a storied history,
and that history is on display at various jaw-dropping courses across the
globe.
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RCMP REQUEST PUBLIC
ASSISTANCE TO LOCATE
MISSING MALE

Submitted by Parkland
RCMP
Parkland RCMP are asking
for the public’s assistance to
locate a missing 37-year-old
male.
Sean Kirkland was last seen

on April 27, 2020 in Spruce
Grove. RCMP are concerned
for his safety and would like to
speak with him.
Sean Kirkland is described as:
• 6’
• 200 lbs
• Salt and pepper colored hair
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• Blue eyes
If you have any information
in relation to Sean Kirkland’s
whereabouts, or have been in
contact with him, please contact the Parkland RCMP at 825220-7267 or your local police.

MESSAGE TO MY CONSTITUENTS
Submitted by Gerald Soroka, MP for Yellowhead
Provinces are slowly easing
health restrictions after being
shut down for weeks. While we

are not out of the woods yet,
there is reason for cautious optimism here in Yellowhead and
across the country.
However, the Trudeau government has been slow to react
from the very beginning of this

crisis, and their failures have
cost Canadians.
They spent the cupboards
bare in the good times and
were unprepared when the
pandemic hit. Their failure
to close our borders allowed
the virus to spread. Their inability to maintain Canada’s
national stockpile of personal
protective equipment meant
there weren’t enough medical supplies when our doctors
and nurses needed them most.
Their failure to get federal
COVID aid programs right the
first time has allowed businesses and workers to fall
through the cracks.
We cannot afford to have
Liberal failures derail provincial efforts to get our country
back on track. But that is precisely what federal programs
are threatening to do.

For example, for those Canadians who want to work
but who lost their jobs due
to the pandemic, the Canada
Emergency Response Benefit
(CERB) and the Canada Emergency Student Benefit (CESB)
both prevent you from earning
more than $1,000 per month.
As businesses open and have
shifts to fill, their employees
will be penalized for returning to work under the Liberals’
program. That’s wrong.
Conservatives are calling on
the Trudeau government to
make programs like the CERB
more generous and more flexible so that no one is worse off
going back to work or picking
up a shift.
Liberal failures must be fixed
before it’s too late.
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LAC STE ANNE COUNTY
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS

Submitted by Lac Ste.
Anne County
COUNCIL DECLARES SENIORS WEEK JUNE 1 - 7
Acknowledging the many
contributions of our senior
community members In the
honour of past, present and
future contributions of seniors of this community and
throughout Alberta, County
Council declared June 1-8,

2020 to be Seniors’ Week.
INFORMATION
UPDATE:
BRIDGE COLLAPSE
County provides details on
the May 20 bridge collapse
On Tuesday, May 12, 2020, a
bridge (BF09350) located on
Range Road 81 roughly 600
metres north of Township
Road 574 collapsed, resulting in a hazardous materials
release into the Little Paddle
River.

Upon notification of the collapse, the County’s Fire Services and Enforcement Services teams responded and
controlled the scene.
First and foremost, the County is thankful that no injuries
resulted from this incident.
Following the incident, and
over subsequent days, cleanup and investigative services
have been deployed from the
following provincial and mu-

May 26, 2020

nicipal departments:
• Lac Ste. Anne County Fire
Services
• Lac Ste. Anne County CPO
services
• Alberta Environment
• Alberta Transportation
• Lac Ste. Anne County Public
Works and Infrastructure
Cleanup of the site continues,
and Alberta Transportation
has launched an investigation
into the BF09350 incident.
The bridge under investigation had warning signs in
place that warned traffic of the
maximum allowable weight
restrictions. The site signage
showed varying allowable axle
configurations of 12t, 14t and
22t.
Investigators are reviewing
the above weight restrictions
and comparing them against
the incident vehicles gross
weight and width dimensions.
These are being considered
major possible contributing
factors to the failure of the
bridge.
About the bridge
Built in 1910, BF09350 is part
of the ongoing Alberta Transportation Inspection Program.
The bridge has undergone numerous inspections, upgrades,
parts replacements and service work dating from the beginning of the County record
until present day. In September of 2000, BF09350 underwent refurbishment work. As
a result, it was taken out of Alberta Transportation’s 3-year
inspection rotation program
and placed in a longer cycle (meaning the refurbished
bridge qualified for a longer
time period between Alberta
Transportation inspections).
Alberta Transportation inspected BF09350 as in 2005,
2012, 2015 and 2019. Upon
recommendation from a 2014
report, the County installed
posted loading signs.
About the County’s bridge
management program
The County is home to more
than two hundred bridges of
various size and structure.
Maintenance of these structures falls under the purview
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PEDESTRIAN STRUCK BY TRAIN

Submitted by Parkland
RCMP
On May 13, 2020 at 8:26

p.m. Parkland RCMP were
dispatched to a report of a
pedestrian being struck by
a train. The pedestrian did

not survive. As a result,
three train crossings were
blocked within Stony Plain.
The crossings opened at ap-
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proximately midnight.
The investigation is closed
and no further information
will be provided.

Lac Ste Anne County News Highlights
of the Public Works Department in accordance with the
Municipal Government and
Public Highways Acts The
County’s Annual Bridge Replacement Program includes
upgrades, improvements and,
where required, replacement
to select bridge structures in
the County.
Until 2012, the County received significant provincial
grants to support the ongoing capital maintenance of its
bridge infrastructure. Between
2012 and 2017, however, the
County was given no provincial funding to support its
bridge maintenance program.
Regardless of provincial
funding, the County proceeds
with bridge infrastructure rehabilitation projects each year.

In the absence of provincial
funding, these projects are
funded by tax dollars. As provincial funding is made available, these funds offset bridge
maintenance projects to varying degrees.
The County is proud of its
resourceful and proactive approach to bridge management.
The County has made great
strides — often with little or no
provincial funding — to keep
its bridge program current.
All 2019 bridge rehabilitation
projects have been completed.
INFORMATION
UPDATE:
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
County launches lawsuit
over administration building
Lac Ste. Anne County has
taken measures to address the
challenges associated with the

ongoing administration building issues. The County Manager is leading a team which
is developing and assessing
solutions for the problems associated with the Building. The
goal of the County in addressing solutions is to ensure that
the interests of the County residents and ratepayers are addressed, and that they have a
quality Building to support the
important services the County
delivers.
To protect the County’s interests, the County has initiated
a lawsuit against the parties
involved in the project execution, design, and construction
of the Administration Building.
This lawsuit is progressing;
however, the public is reminded that, based on advice from

As your community newspaper, we are committed to
delivering the latest and most accurate COVID-19
news and local updates. We also remain dedicated
to serving our local advertisers, as they struggle to
overcome unprecedented economic challenges
resulting from the pandemic.

ADVERTISERS, call 780.962.9228
to learn how we can help you.

the County’s Legal Counsel
handling the lawsuit, limited
information can be shared until the lawsuit is concluded.
County Council and Administration sincerely thank
ratepayers for their continued
understanding and cooperation as they work to bring this
matter to conclusion. Updates
on this matter on the County’s website and social media
channels.

In uncertain and troubled times like today, the importance of local
news and community connection is more evident than ever. You can
help support businesses in our community by purchasing gift cards for
later use, frequenting restaurants that are open for takeout or checking
to see if your favorite businesses have opened online stores. You can
also support the future of local news and reporting by reserving your
ad space today and letting our readers know how they can help you!
Together, we are all stronger.

local community • local economy • local news
In Print & Online | 780.962.9228 | www.com-voice.com
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Lawn
& Garden
MAY 2020

The Businesses in the
following Guide can be your
One Stop Solution to all your
Lawn & Garden Needs!
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3 PERENNIAL GARDENING POINTERS
Gardening is an engaging hobby that can
provide a host of benefits, some of which may
surprise even the most
devoted gardeners. For
example, the Harvard
Medical School notes
that just 30 minutes
of gardening activities burns 135 calories,
making gardening a
fun and simple way to
incorporate more exercise into your daily
routine. In addition,
scientists have long
proven that gardening
releases the hormones
serotonin and dopa-

mine in the brain, each
of which are associated
with improved mood.
Perennial gardens can
be especially attractive
to seasoned gardeners
and novices. Perennials
are plants that come
back year after year,
and committing to a
perennial garden can
ensure people stick
with gardening for the
long haul, reaping all of
the rewards that come
with making such a
commitment.
Before planting a perennial garden, those
new to gardening may

want to consider these
three tips.
1. Make a plan.
A perennial garden
comes back year after
year, which means any
mistakes you make
when planting are likely to haunt you year after year as well. Factors
like space and location
must be considered
before planting. Many
gardeners utilize garden planning applications like GrowVeg
to make the process
of planning a garden
simpler and more organized. Such applications can be especially
useful for novices.
2. Consider aesthetics.
Gardens
can
be
awe-inspiring, especially when gardeners consider aesthetics prior to
planting. The DIY Network advises gardeners
to consider scale before
choosing which perennials to plant. Tall plants
and wide beds tend to
look best outside large

homes, while short
plants in small beds
tend to look better outside small homes.
3. Work with a professional.
Local garden centers
can be excellent resources when planning
perennial
gardens.
Representatives
at
such businesses can offer tips on native plants,
which will be more
likely to thrive year after year than non-natives. Such representatives also can help you
choose the right plants
based on the amount
of sunlight the plants
will likely get after being planted. Each of
these factors can be
easily overlooked by
people without much
gardening experience.
Perennial
gardens
can provide years of joy
and inspiration, especially when gardeners
give ample attention to
certain details prior to
planting.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Obituaries

On Thursday May 21, 2020,
Andrew De Zaeyer of Lac La
Nonne AB passed away in
Keir Care Barrhead, AB at the
age
93.
Andrew
was
predeceased by his loving
wife, Eileen; last month only
44 days earlier, after 65 years
of marriage. Dad will be
remembered
in
many
different ways, he worked

hard and enjoyed mixed
farming for most of his life
until retiring. He also worked
at the Barrhead Co-op for
many
years
to
help
supplement the farm. His
memory was excellent right
up to his dying day; he could
tell/direct us with ease and
perfection where to find
anything in his garage or
farm. He took pride in
everything he did, enjoyed
challenges,
was
knowledgeable, he always
said “if you don’t try, how will
you know you can do it or
not”. There was nothing he
could not do on their farm.
The history of his lifetime
surrounding area” he knew
very well, we were astounded
with
the
details
he
remembered, especially after
all those years ago. That
knowledge made him very
interesting to listen too. One
of his favorite pastimes was
visiting… he could visit with
anyone, any age, young

children and babies adored
dad. He could be a trickster at
times to… when he caught
someone, he would get that
big smile on his face, clap his
hands, stomp his foot with
joy. Andrew is survived by his
five children, Andy (Marlene),
Marilyn (Gerry), Judy(Alvin),
Loreen (Paul) and Dianna
(David); eleven grandchildren
and 17 great-grandchildren;
sister-in-law Carol. At the very
end he had a few people who
made sure to contact him
often. Those phone calls and
visits when mom was in Keir
Care helped pass his very
lonely days. Gary, Stephen
and Vic were names dad
mentioned proudly. He was
the last surviving of 13
children born to his parents
Guillaume and Mary (nee
Borle) who immigrated from
Belgium in the early 1900’s.
Dad will be greatly missed. A
family internment will be
held for both Dad and Mom
at a later date. (1) 26-05

Dog Caretaker
Alberta
Beach
&
Surrounding Areas, thinking
of a Winter Getaway?
Worried about leaving your
dog in a kennel? Don’t worry
anymore, you can leave your
pet with me! There is a wrap
around deck and courtyard!
I will provide tender loving
care, with walks every day.
Best of all, I’m cheaper than
a kennel! Daily drop in’s or
overnight stays welcome. If
interested call 780-920-4166
(4) 12-05 OG

Landscaping
& Maintenance
Stump Grinder For Hire –
Alberta Beach & Surround
areas. Call 780-779-3589 (28)
05-05

TO PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED CALL
962-9228 TODAY!
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Computers

For Rent

Any broken or (no) good
Laptop, Tablet, Cell, etc. Will
fix free, Repair or use for
parts, to GIVE FREE to Single
Parents or Lonely Seniors.
Call 780-892-2407 (12) 12-05

ALBERTA BEACH - Newer 2
bdrm apartment, downtown,
awesome view looking over
the lake, 1100sqft, washer/
dryer/central vac, 2 baths,
stainless steel appl, open
concept, please call Cheryl
780-982-6922 (4) 12-05 OG

FREE Computers Checkup,
Repairs NOT over $50. You
can have today good clean
refurbished
upgraded
Laptop with Games, Pictures,
Music, Videos for ONLY $125.
Call 780-892-2407 (12) 12-05

Firewood
SEASONED
FIREWOOD:
Birch, Tamarack, Spruce/
Pine & Poplar. 4x4x8 cord,
Split and delivered or pick up
at wood yard, 1/2 cord or full
cords available. Call 780-9675835 or 780-983-1495 (28) 3103

Miscellaneous
Gazelle Glider Trainer: steel
frame, air craft cables, fitness
computer, heart & pulse rate,
adjustable tension control,
$150. Onoway 780-967-4361
(1) 26-05

Buy & Sell
I BUY GUN COLLECTIONS
and World War 2 Collectables,
Please call Jay for a quote
780-686-1350 (30) 19-11-19

Pasture Wanted
Looking for grazing Pasture
for cows to rent for summer
months. Please call Travis
780-721-0602 leave message.
(12) 17-03

Completely renovated Motel

in Onoway, AB. offering
daily, weekly or monthly
rentals. All utilities included,
55 inch tv with Satellite.
Double bedrooms, furnished
bachelors with full kitchen
and furnished 1 bedrooms
with full kitchen available.
$950 + tax. Please call for
viewing,
780-967-4420
or
1-403-742-6467.
www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4)

12-05 OG
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY:
Large 2 Bedroom in 12 Unit
Apartment
Building
in
Entwistle.
Includes
heat,
water & parking. Building is
free of any kind of smoking.
Rent $795/month + DD $300.
Please call Ivka 780-807-1300
or email jakovljevicivka@
yahoo.ca (2) 26-05 OG
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