Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

July 14, 2020

CHARGES LAID IN 2017
ARMED BANK ROBBERY
Submitted by Whitecourt RCMP
Whitecourt, Alta. - On June
9, 2017, the Bank of Nova
Scotia in the Whitecourt
mid-town mall was robbed
by a lone male wearing a
disguise. The male pointed
what appeared to be a firearm at employees and stole
a large sum of cash before
fleeing the bank.

After an extensive investigation involving numerous
RCMP support units and
resources, along with tips
from the public, the Whitecourt RCMP was able to
identify the person believed
to be responsible for the
robbery.
On June 24, 2020, the
Whitecourt RCMP arrested and charged Matthew
James McDavid (33) of

Whitecourt with the following offences:
• Robbery with a weapon
• Using an imitation firearm in the commission of
an offence
• Disguise with intent to
commit an offence
McDavid was released
to attend Whitecourt Provincial court on August 11,
2020.

UTILITY BILL ASSISTANCE FUND
AVAILABLE BY DIALING 211
Direct Energy continues partnership with United Way
to provide $75,000 utility assistance program.

Submitted
Energy

by

Direct

Strongly committed to
Alberta, Direct Energy and
Direct Energy Regulated
Services is proud to continue its partnership with the
United Way of Calgary and
Area, and to begin a new
partnership with the United
Way Alberta Northwest to
help Albertans experiencing financial crisis pay their

utility bills.
The impact of COVID-19,
compounded by the challenges faced by Alberta’s
energy sector, has put significant financial stress on
families across the province. United Way’s Direct
Energy Emergency Fund
provides a helping hand for
hundreds of Alberta families and reduces the risk of
debt due to utility bills in arrears or disconnection no-

tices. Since it began in 2017,
Direct Energy has committed more than $575,000 to
the Fund.
This announcement follows the province-wide
end of the 90-Day Utility
Payment Deferral Program,
through which Albertans
were able to defer bill payments until June 18, 2020.
Continued on Page 2
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Utility Bill Assistance Fund Available by Dialing 211
Continued from Page 1
Knowing that many families
continue to face financial challenges, Direct Energy is providing program participants
with a 10-month repayment
plan, in addition to ensuring

the Fund is in place for families
in need of assistance. Effective
July 2020, any Albertan living
in the Calgary or Grand Prairie
area may contact 211 to speak
with a case worker to determine eligibility.
“With almost one million

customers, we understand the
financial challenges many Albertans are facing. We want to
help those who need it most,”
said Tanis Kozak, Vice President and General Manager,
Canada, Direct Energy. “Since
the fund kicked off in 2017, the

Direct Energy Emergency Fund
has delivered much-needed
financial relief for over 900
individuals and families struggling with basic needs, including natural gas and electricity
bills.”
“With our current economic reality, and the onset of
COVID-19, we’ve seen a big
spike in the number of Calgarians struggling to pay for basic
needs, including utilities,” said
Karen Young, President and
CEO of United Way of Calgary
and Area. “We are grateful for
our renewed partnership with
Direct Energy, which will allow
Albertans who face financial
challenges to access emergency funds that prevent them
from slipping into further
debt.”
Direct Energy’s 2020 funding
commitment of $75,000 will be
available to Albertans served
by the United Way of Calgary
and Area and the Grand Prairie
Region.
Disconnected or pending disconnected utilities are not a
specific requirement.
All requests for individual assessment and assistance
should be directed to 211 or
www.ab.211.ca.
For further details about the
Fund, please visit www.directenergy.com/alberta/emergencyfund.
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PARKLAND RCMP
REQUEST PUBLIC
ASSISTANCE TO
IDENTIFY SUSPECT

Submitted by Parkland
RCMP

Spruce Grove, Alta. – On June
26, 2020 at approximately 2:00
p.m. Parkland RCMP attended
the local Walmart. A male suspect had sexually assaulted a
female customer by grabbing
her inappropriately. The suspect followed her through the
store and stated she should
take him home with her. The
victim was able to leave the
store. The suspect did not follow her.
The suspect is described as:
• Caucasian
• Approximately 45-years-old
• Blue checkered shirt
• Dark colored hat with white
markings
• Dark hair
• Clean shaven
If you can identify the suspect

or have any information that
can assist with this investigation, please contact the Parkland RCMP at 825-220-7267 or
your local police detachment.
If you wish to remain anonymous, you can contact Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477
(TIPS), online at www.P3Tips.
com or by using the “P3 Tips”
app available through the Apple App or Google Play Store.
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MISSING 46-YEAROLD WOMAN,
DALHOUSIE, N.B.
Submitted by
bellton RCMP

Camp-

Campbellton RCMP is asking
for the public’s assistance to
help locate a missing 46-yearold woman from Dalhousie,
N.B.
Krista Michailuck was last
seen on May 27, 2020, at approximately 4 p.m., at a residence on Centennial Heights
Street in Dalhousie. She was
last spoken to over the phone
on May 31 at approximately 3
a.m. She was reported missing
to police on June 18. Police
have followed up on several
leads to try and locate her, but
so far have been unsuccessful.
Her family and police are concerned for her well-being.
She is described as being
five feet ten inches (178 centimetres) tall, weighing approximately 180 pounds (81
kilograms). She has brown hair

and brown eyes.
Police received information
that she could be in Alberta.
She is believed to be driving
a 2012 blue Ford Escape with
Alberta licence plate BRD0288.
Anyone with information on
the whereabouts of Krista Michailuck is asked to contact
Campbellton RCMP detachment at 506-789-6000
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20 MILLION FREE MASKS
AVAILABLE PROVINCEWIDE

Page 5

Albertans have another chance to pick up free non-medical face masks at the counter
or drive-thru of their local A&W, McDonald’s Canada or Tim Hortons restaurant.
Submitted by Government of Alberta
Masks are now available at
more than 700 partner restaurant locations, including those
without drive-thru service,
adding more than 100 new
locations and expanding the
availability of masks to Albertans. No purchase is necessary
to pick up masks in restaurants, either at the counter or
through drive-thrus.
A&W, McDonald’s Canada, and Tim Hortons partner
restaurants are handing out
eight masks per person for this
distribution. Albertans are encouraged to pick up masks for
family and friends to reduce
traffic at partner restaurant locations. Masks will be available
at restaurants while supplies
last.
“Albertans don’t shy away
from hard work when there is
a job to do. Right now, it’s our
job to continue to do the work
needed to prevent the spread
of COVID-19 as our province
relaunches. Washing your
hands regularly, practising
physical distancing, and wearing a mask when physical distancing isn’t possible will help
keep us all safe.” - Jason Kenney, Premier
A larger number of long-term
care and supportive living,
seniors facilities, community
groups, social service organizations, libraries, court houses
and places of worship will be
distributing masks to their residents, clients and members.
Municipalities without easy
access to a partner restaurant
location are again being supplied with masks to distribute
to their residents, as are First
Nations communities and Metis Settlements.
Four million masks are being provided to 20 transit systems across Alberta, including
Calgary and Edmonton, to be
used by transit riders. 7-Eleven
Canada has generously donated logistics support to ship and
deliver these masks and distri-

bution supplies from the government warehouse to each
participating transit service.
Wearing a non-medical mask
when it’s difficult to maintain physical distancing of
two metres is one way we can
continue to limit the spread of
COVID-19 as we relaunch our
province. This initiative is a
key part of Alberta’s Relaunch
Strategy to safely reopen our
economy while protecting Albertans from COVID-19.

“This is the only initiative
of its kind in Canada and it’s
a key support to our safe relaunch. Like other provinces,
we strongly recommend people follow public health advice on distancing, and wear a
mask when that’s not possible.
And we’re the only province
in Canada that’s backing up
that advice with free masks to
socialize their use. Thank you
to our partners A&W, McDonald’s Canada, and Tim Hor-

tons for again stepping up to
support us – and to 7-Eleven
Canada for volunteering to
ship masks to transit services.
And, of course, thanks to municipalities, First Nations and
Metis communities, places of
worship, social services organizations, seniors facilities and
others who are helping us get
masks to as many Albertans
as possible.” - Tyler Shandro,
Minister of Health
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ALBERTA FISH & WILDLIFE AND PARKLAND
RCMP PATROL LOCAL WATERWAYS

Submitted by RCMP Alberta
Stony Plain, Alta. - During the
weekend of July 4 and 5, 2020,
Parkland RCMP and local Alberta Fish and Wildlife officers
teamed up to patrol the local
waterways. The officers ran
compliance checks, not only
to educate but to ensure safety
for boaters and fishermen.
On Saturday, July 4, 2020,
50 boats were checked. Officers wrote several inspection
warnings and Alberta Fish and
Wildlife laid nine charges.
On Sunday, July 5, 2020, at
Wabamun Lake and Jackfish
Lake, officers checked over 150
boats and spoke to numerous

shore fishermen. Warnings
were given out, a few tickets
were issued and one person
was arrested for impaired operation. Alberta Fish & Wildlife and Parkland RCMP found
that there was approximately
a 90% compliancy rate, a significant change from two years
ago when compliancy was at
50%.
RCMP and Alberta Fish &
Wildlife would like to remind
the public that the same laws
regarding the impaired operation of a conveyance (which
includes boats, watercrafts and
motor vehicles) apply if you’re
on the water or the road.
If a person’s blood alcohol
level is between 0.05 to 0.08,

the first offence is a minimum
$1000 fine, immediate 3-day
license suspension and 3-day
vehicle seizure. The length of
suspension and the number of
days the vehicle is seized increases per offence.
If a person’s blood alcohol is
over 0.08, the first offence is
a minimum $1,000 fine, sustained license suspension,
3-day vehicle seizure, must
complete the Government
of Alberta’s Planning Ahead
course at a cost of $275. The
number of days the vehicle is
seized and the cost of the impact course increase per offence.
Passengers (never the operator) on a boat are permitted

to consume alcohol if the boat
meets certain criteria. To legally consume alcohol on a boat,
it must be moored or anchored
with permanent cooking and
sleeping facilities, and a permanent bathroom. If the boat
meets those requirements, the
passengers are allowed to consume alcohol. Fishing boats
and general pleasure-craft
don’t meet this criteria, but
some house boats do.
Officers will remain visible
on the lakes and rivers of the
area for the remainder of this
season and into the next to
ensure the safety of all users.
Remember, life jackets for everyone, enjoy your summer
and stay safe.
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GEORGE PEGG BOTANIC GARDEN IS OPEN!

Submitted by Emily
Fyfe, Garden Supervisor
George Pegg Botanic Garden, just north of Glenevis, AB is now open for the
summer season, seven days
a week, from 10:00 am till
4:00 pm. The Garden contains the original homestead of the Pegg family as
a reminder of how life was
in the early twentieth century, as well as the important
botanical work completed by George Pegg. Garden staff have been hard at
work preparing for visitors
and ensuring a safe and en-

joyable time. We are taking
extra care to keep everyone
healthy by physical distancing, providing sanitizer, and
cleaning surfaces regularly. Please visit our website
for more details regarding
the COVID-19 protocols we
have in place.
Visiting the Garden is a
perfect way to spend time
outside exploring nature
and learning about the past
in peace and quiet. The
plants in bloom change each
week- the ‘Black Prince’ lily
will be flowering soon.
Our vegetable garden is
coming along. The potatoes

will be donated to local food
banks in the fall as part of
the “Plant-a-Row, Share-aRow” program. We encourage you to donate any extra
vegetables you may grow
this summer to a local food
bank as well.
We also welcome you to
walk through our Nature
Trail. We advise you to proceed with caution; like many
areas in the community, it is
wet in some locations! We
are excited to have a Botanist from the Royal Alberta
Museum writing an illustrated guide of the native
plants found on the trail. We

look forward to having this
available for your reference!
Our staff members look
forward to your visit, they
are eager to provide you
an insightful tour. Watch
for updates about the 2020
version of the Rural Roots
Farmer Showcase in August
on our website, Facebook,
and Instagram!
These photos are a taste of
the lovely plants found on the
nature trail.
Photos taken by Donna
Cherniawsky, Assistant Curator of Botany, Royal Alberta Museum
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CANADA INVESTS IN CLEAN
TECHNOLOGY FOR ALBERTA’S
NATURAL RESOURCES SECTORS

Submitted by Gerald Soroka, MP for Yellowhead
OTTAWA: Gerald Soroka,
Member of Parliament for
Yellowhead, and Deputy
Shadow Minister for Natural Resources (Forestry and
Mining) is pleased to inform

constituents that the government will be investing
$6 million in our Natural
Resources sector.
The investment is being
made as part of the Canadian Emissions Reduction Innovation Network (CERIN)
initiative, which aims at ac-

celerating the development
of technologies that reduce
methane emissions in the
oil and gas sector.
These investments will
inform protocols and standards for the detection
and mitigation of methane
emissions. This investment

Page 15

builds on private sector
investments and innovations that have transformed
Canada’s oil and gas sector
into one of the cleanest and
most ethical in the world.
For more information on
CERIN, please visit https://
bit.ly/CERIN-GS

SUPPORT FOR CANADA’S FOREST
SECTOR ECONOMIC RECOVERY
Submitted by Gerald Soroka, MP for Yellowhead
Gerald Soroka, Member of
Parliament for Yellowhead,
and Deputy Shadow Minister
for Natural Resources (Forestry and Mining) is pleased to
inform constituents that the
government will be investing
in our forestry sector to assist

with its economic recovery.
The
government
has
launched calls for proposals
for the Investments in Forest Industry Transformation
(IFIT) program and The Indigenous Forestry Initiative (IFI)
program.
The IFIT program will invest
almost $83 million to bridge
the gap between new product

development and commercialization and ensure a more
competitive and resilient forest sector. Through the IFI
program, the government will
invest almost $13 million to
support Indigenous participation in forestry-related opportunities, businesses, careers
and governance.
The application process is

now open, and organizations
are encouraged to apply at
https://bit.ly/F-S-F-P

Page 16

CommunityVOICE

July 14, 2020

WHITECOURT PARTNERSHIP RECEIVES
PROVINCIAL SUPPORT TO COMPLETE A COVID-19
IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROJECT FOR THE REGION

Submitted by Town of
Whitecourt
The Province of Alberta is
working in partnership with
the Government of Canada to
provide employment support
programs and services, and
Whitecourt is proud to announce that the Government
of Alberta’s Labour Market

Partnership Program has allocated $59,000 to the Whitecourt region to complete a
COVID-19 Impact Assessment
Project.
“The impacts of COVID-19
have and will continue to
change how business and industry hire staff, address labour force challenges, and
respond to consumer behav-

ior,” stated Whitecourt Mayor
Maryann Chichak. “This project will involve the implementation of an extensive business
outreach platform to align
programs, communications
and plans between employees,
employers, training providers,
post-secondary institutions,
and other organizations in the
region.”

In March 2020, the Town
of Whitecourt launched an
Economic Supports and Recovery Task Team to leverage resources and provide
a coordinated response to
supporting businesses in the
community throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic. As a result of discussions and information gathered, Whitecourt,
Community Futures Yellowhead East and the Whitecourt
& District Chamber of Commerce submitted a proposal
to the Labour Market Partnership Program to complete the
COVID-19 impact assessment
and recovery strategy.
“The Whitecourt & District Chamber of Commerce
is pleased to partner with
the Town of Whitecourt and
Community Futures Yellowhead East to administer this
project,” added Chamber
President Mark Dickin. “Our
businesses have been hard hit
by the impact of COVID-19,
which has come at an already
extremely challenging time for
our community. Establishing a
coordinated effort to educate,
train and employ high quality
personnel in alignment with
the requirements of our businesses, will foster growth and
sustainability in our region.”
The approved project is
jointly funded by the partners
with support through the Labour Market Partnership Program and will provide a proactive plan to best meet the
needs of the business community and its employees as the
COVID-19 pandemic situation
evolves.
Components of the local
project include:
• implementing a COVID-19
Economic Impact Assessment
for the Whitecourt region, including communicating with
and aligning the project with
employers, employees, training providers, post-secondary
institutions, and various organizations in the Whitecourt
region;
• identifying immediate labour force needs and chal-
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CULTURAL TOURISM AND
LOCAL FOOD PRODUCERS

Submitted by the RRFS
committee
This year began as a year
full of ideas and excitement
for our second annual Rural Roots Farmer Showcase
(RRFS) in Lac Ste. Anne County, but sadly, the pandemic had
other ideas. We are directing
our efforts down a slightly
different avenue in order to
keep spreading the awareness
of our local producers and

to showcase what produce is
available locally. Instead of a
market and a long-table dinner, we will be bringing local
food to the people in the form
of a Special Edition RRFS Picnic Box during the Alberta
Open Farm Days weekend,
August 15 & 16, 2020
We are putting the call out to
producers in the Lac Ste. Anne
County area, to see what types
of products you have available to contribute. The pic-
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A new version of the
Rural Roots Farmer
Showcase for 2020

nic box will include an eclectic selection of food- think
cheeses, charcuterie meats,
condiments, salads, fruits,
and more. Foods need to be
prepared, stored, transported,
and labelled following Alberta
Health Services regulations.
We are working with a chef to
create an enticing menu with
your ingredients.
The RRFS committee is a
passionate group of producers and like-minded in-

dividuals who are dedicated
to connecting people with
Alberta’s roots and the vast
selection of farm fresh food
available in our community. If
you are a local food producer and would like to be a part
of this exciting event contact
Lucie Heins by July 20, 2020
at heins.lucie@gmail.com OR
780-964-1844.
https://www.facebook.com/
ruralrootsfarmershowcase/

Whitecourt Partnership Receives Provincial Support To
Complete A Covid-19 Impact Assessment Project For The Region
lenges and making recommendations on strategies
needed to support the findings;
• identifying long-term challenges, anticipated labour
force trends due to COVID-19,
and strategies to support employees and employers in the
long term;

• capitalizing on the findings
making recommendations to
determine the best approach
to assist with implementation
of business and labour force
retention strategies moving
forward.
“We have only just begun
to determine the effects of
COVID-19 on the economic

viability of our businesses and
communities. Understanding
the challenges will allow us to
develop actionable and sustainable recovery strategies,”
added Carol Webster, Chair of
Community Futures Yellowhead East. “This partnership
opens the door to creating
strategic solutions for White-

court and eventually other
Community Futures Yellowhead East regional municipalities.”
Work on the project has begun, and is anticipated to be
completed over the next 12
months with continued assessment on the impacts into
the future.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals
Alberta
Beach
Agliplex,
Susan 780-996-2960.
Alberta Beach & District
Seniors
50+
Club.
Air
conditioning!
Space
Available! Val: 780-690-1655
or Dianne: 780-217-8482
Anselmo Community
Phone 780-786-4280

Hall,

Bright Bank Hall, 780-9686813

Goose Lake Hall, Contact
Deanna (780) 584-3738

Ravine Community Hall, 3252240

Cherhill Legion, Mary 780785-3578.

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-9519452

Rich Valley Community Hall,
967-5710 or 967-3696

Cherhill Community Assoc.
Hall, Kevin 780-785-8153

Hathersage
Community
Centre, Noreen at 786-2946

Rosenthal Community Hall,
963-7984

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780892-3099

Lake Isle Community Hall,
PH: 780-892-3121 or Email:
lakeislehall@mail.com

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 9672873

Darwell
Seniors,
Debra 780-785-2907

Phone

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Sangudo Community Hall,
785-2904 or 305-4616

Manley Goodwill Community
Hall, 963-9165 or 916-0146

Stettin Nakumun
Hall, 967-9198

Mayerthorpe
Diamond
Centre, Charlotte at 786-4659
Mayerthorpe
2470.

Legion,

786-

Onoway Community
967-4749.

Hall,

Onoway Heritage Center Gym/Classrooms, 967-1015
Onoway Legion , 967-4980
Park Court Community Hall,
727-4476
Parkland Village Community
Centre,
780-298-9155
@
PVCCentre

As your community newspaper, we are committed to
delivering the latest and most accurate COVID-19
news and local updates. We also remain dedicated
to serving our local advertisers, as they struggle to
overcome unprecedented economic challenges
resulting from the pandemic.

ADVERTISERS, call 780.962.9228
to learn how we can help you.

Comm.

Help Wanted
Grande Tire Onoway (Con-Tec
Tire & Auto) is looking for a
tire technician immediately.
Applicant must be 18 years
or older. Tire experience
required and must have valid
drivers license. Competitive
wage based on experience.
Benefit program available.
Please submit resumes to
contectire@xplornet.com or
drop off at 5115 Lac Ste Anne
Trail N, Onoway (2) 30-06

In uncertain and troubled times like today, the importance of local
news and community connection is more evident than ever. You can
help support businesses in our community by purchasing gift cards for
later use, frequenting restaurants that are open for takeout or checking
to see if your favorite businesses have opened online stores. You can
also support the future of local news and reporting by reserving your
ad space today and letting our readers know how they can help you!
Together, we are all stronger.

local community • local economy • local news
In Print & Online | 780.962.9228 | www.com-voice.com
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Dog Caretaker
Alberta
Beach
&
Surrounding Areas, thinking
of a Summer Getaway?
Worried about leaving your
dog in a kennel? Don’t worry
anymore, you can leave your
pet with me! There is a wrap
around deck and courtyard!
I will provide tender loving
care, with walks every day.
Best of all, I’m cheaper than
a kennel! Daily drop in’s or
overnight stays welcome. If
interested call 780-920-4166
(4) 07-07 OG

Computers
FREE Computers Checkup,
Repairs NOT over $50. You
can have today good clean
refurbished
upgraded
Laptop with Games, Pictures,
Music, Videos for ONLY $125.
Call 780-892-2407 (12) 12-05

Landscaping
& Maintenance
Stump Grinder For Hire –
Alberta Beach & Surround
areas. Call 780-779-3589 (28)
05-05

Firewood
SEASONED
FIREWOOD:
Birch, Tamarack, Spruce/
Pine & Poplar. 4x4x8 cord,
Split and delivered or pick up
at wood yard, 1/2 cord or full
cords available. Call 780-9675835 or 780-983-1495 (28) 3103

Antiques
EVER AFTER ANTIQUES &
COLLECTIBLES 4823 – 50
Ave., Alberta Beach. Phone
780-237-3528. OPEN: Thurs,
Fri, Sat and some Sun, noon
to 5 pm. Other times by
chance or appointment. We
buy and sell antiques and
unique collectibles! (11) 16-06

Vehicles
2008 Buick Lucerne, $3000.
Also 2013 Chev Malibu $8500.

Call 780-778-6956 (2) 30-06

For Rent
Year Round Cabin For Rent.
North of Evansburg on Hwy
22 (15 mins from Evansburg).
$1050/month + DD. All
inclusive, utilities & TV, Max 2
people. Call 780-239-0553 (4)
30-06

Available for Rent. Newly
renovated 2 bedroom home
in Alberta Beach. Four
appliances included. Utilities
extra, No Pets. Non smokers;
no smoking in building/on
property. Rent and Deposit
$1100. Phone 780-924-3565
(4) 30-06
Completely renovated Motel
in Onoway, AB. offering

daily, weekly or monthly
rentals. All utilities included,
55 inch tv with Satellite.
Double bedrooms, furnished
bachelors with full kitchen
and furnished 1 bedrooms
with full kitchen available.
Starting at $950 + tax. Please
call for viewing, 780-9674420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4)
07-07 OG
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