Serving: Carvel, Darwell, Drayton Valley, Duffield, Entwistle, Evansburg, Fallis, Gainford,
Parkland County, Seba Beach, Tomahawk, Wabamun, Wildwood, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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THRIVE COMMUNITY
GARDEN GRAND OPENING

Evansburg’s Thrive Community Garden continues
to nourish local area residents’ well-being.

Submitted by Yellowhead County
Yellowhead County Mayor
Jim Eglinski and Councillor
Cherniawsky-Voigt were on
hand on July 10th to mark
the 4th Grand Opening of

the Thrive Community Garden and to appreciate the
fruit of local gardeners’ labour.
The Thrive Community Garden was created by
the
Thrive
Committee,
an Evansburg Areabased

group who are working
hard to deliver community-focused initiatives that
improve locals’ health outcomes.
Continued on Page 2

Evansburg RCMP issue Public Safety Advisory –

TUBING ON THE PEMBINA RIVER
Submitted
burg RCMP

by

Evans-

With the coming of fantastic weather and the August
long weekend, the Evansburg RCMP are issuing a
public safety warning about

tubing on the Pembina River. DISEMBARK AT THE
PROVINCIAL PARK!
This past weekend saw the
Evansburg Detachment respond to a couple of calls to
service about overdue tubers who missed exiting the

river at the Provincial Park.
A response by the RCMP to
save stranded tubers ties
up resources that may be
needed for a high priority
call elsewhere.
Continued on Page 2
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Thrive Community Garden Grand Opening
Continued from Page 1
With a grant in tow, the committee set its sights on developing a lot in Evansburg into
a blossoming community garden and common social space.
Since its inception in 2017, the
lot has expanded from 6 to
19 plots, and includes a communal area with strawberry
plants, raspberry bushes, and
cherry trees.
The community garden has

been previously overseen
by the Lobstick Literacy and
Learning Society, but due to
shifting mandates and capacity, Yellowhead County has
taken over the day-to-day
management of the garden for
2020.
Community gardens are important in that they can be financially accessible sources of
fresh produce and encourage
people to be involved in the
production of their own food.

Researchers
have
also
found that community gardens “...give rise to a range of
social processes, including
social connections, reciprocity, mutual trust, collective
decision-making, civic engagement and community
building.” (E. Tieg et. al, 2009).
Yellowhead County is proud
to support this initiative
meant to strengthen community bonds and individuals’
health in Evansburg.

Tubing on the Pembina River
Continued from Page 1
The river does not run in a
circle or loop back. If you’re
planning on tubing on the river, do not enter at the Provincial Park Campgrounds. The
Park is where you MUST exit
the river. If you float past the
park, you will be stranded. You
will not be able to exit until approximately reaching Sangudo, which is an 8-hour float.

Visitors and residents of the
area who are wishing to tube
the Pembina River are reminded to take extra steps and be
prepared for their journey as
follows:
• Wear a life jacket
• Know the area, review maps
and plan for the length of your
journey
• Notify a responsible person
where you are going, who you
are with, and the route you

plan on taking
• Dress appropriately for the
weather, including the use of
a wet suit when necessary.
Remember sunscreen, water
supplies and bug spray
• Do not consume alcohol
prior to, or during tubing
• Bring a charged cell phone
and store it properly
We encourage people to enjoy the river, but ask that they
do so responsibly.
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“WHAT MATTERS TO YOU”:
RETURN TO SCHOOLS

Submitted by Shane
Getson, MLA Lac Ste.
Anne-Parkland
The suspension of in-person schooling in March
has been hard for many
students and their families. Kindergarten to Grade
12 education changed significantly as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic, and I
know that students, parents,
teachers and school boards
did their best to adapt to
a different way of learning. However, we all know
that students who attend
schools learn best in the
classroom with their teachers and peers, and our goal

is to get us back to normal
learning as soon as possible.
With back to school season
approaching, many parents
have been eagerly waiting
to see what school will look
like this upcoming year.
This week, Alberta’s government announced that
students will be returning
to classrooms across the
province at the beginning
of the new school year. This
is great news for families in
our community. The decision to re-open schools has
been made with the safety of
students, teachers, and other staff members being the
highest priority. For in-person learning to proceed,

health measures are being
put in place for their safety.
Each school will implement
public health measures, including frequent cleaning
of surfaces, introducing
hand sanitizers to school
and classroom entrances,
grouping students in cohorts, and adjusting schedules to allow for greater
physical distancing. While
school may feel a little different at first, these changes
will allow a safe, near-normal return to class.
In addition to these measures, $15 million of capital
spending is being moved up
to replace old water fountains with water bottle refill
stations, install automatic
doors, automatic flush toilets, and other touchless
technology to help limit
the spread. Throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic, keeping Albertans informed on
new measures has been
a key part of Alberta’s response. To help prepare
families, Alberta’s
government has developed a
re-entry toolkit to help prepare parents and students
for what to expect in the
new school year. This toolkit
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includes videos for students
explaining some of the
health measures, a guide for
parents, frequently asked
questions, school posters,
a self-screening questionnaire in multiple languages,
and links to health guidelines. The resources in the
school re-entry toolkit will
help families discuss changes with their children.
I know many school authorities are working to give
parents as much choice as
possible. Some divisions
are working to allow for the
choice to school from home
with online/email assignment support. I thank those
divisions that are working
to provide as much choice
as possible, and provide
learning to those who may
be immune compromised.
As Alberta’s
students,
parents, and teachers prepare for back to school, the
Minister of Education will
continue to work closely
with school boards, and Dr.
Hinshaw the Chief Medical
Officer of Health, to ensure
that all schools are prepared
to welcome students back.
The re-opening of our
schools, and our entire
economy, is a result of
the hard work of Albertans to slow the spread of
COVID-19. We have worked
hard in our area to look after each other and keep the
spread of this virus down,
and our local numbers are
very low as a result. I thank
you all for doing your part.
As we move forward, and
students return to school,
we must continue to be
mindful of guidelines and
keep the numbers down.
This will ensure a safer return for both students and
staff. Each of us has the
tools to ensure that we can
safely return to daily life,
and make this successful.
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A MESSAGE FROM MLA MARK SMITH

Submitted by MLA Mark
Smith | Drayton Valley –
Devon Constituency

Weekly Summary for
July 21: This last week we
received some great news! Edmonton has been chosen as
one of the main NHL hub cities! This is a testament to our
consistent progress forward
as we combate Covid-19 and
our world class infrastructure.
As our province continues reopening, our government will
ensure support is in place to
help struggling Albertans and
create good jobs. The overwhelming majority of Albertans are following instructions
from public health officials and
taking precautions to protect
the most at-risk among us. The
world is witnessing our success and there is no doubt this
factored into the decision to
make Edmonton an NHL hub
city.
I am pleased to share that
our Economic Recovery Plan
includes $25 million to support the construction of five
life-changing recovery communities for the holistic treatment of mental health and addiction.
This will add 400 treatment
beds to Alberta – a 30 per cent
increase in capacity. Approximately 400 people will be employed during the construction
of the five recovery communities, that will each employ 3550 people once operational.
Our evidence-based approach to substance use recovery is already used in more
than 65 countries around the
world, including the highly
regarded Portuguese model.
These recovery communities
will serve Albertans who require long-term stay to support their recovery from addiction.
Our government is also
working to enhance financial
literacy in classrooms through
grant partnerships with Enriched Academy and Junior
Achievement chapters in Alberta. Beginning in the 2020-21
school year, Enriched Academy
will pilot an online financial
education program for up to

4,000 students in grades 10-12.
In the same school year, Junior
Achievement’s Southern and
Northern Alberta chapters will
collaborate on providing 4,500
students with hands-on, experiential financial literacy, work
readiness and entrepreneurship education. Financial literacy is critical to the success of
our children, the partnerships
our government has established give school authorities
and teachers more program
options this fall to choose from
to ensure students achieve essential learning outcomes.

First Nations must be a part
of Alberta’s economic recovery from the COVID recession,
that’s why our government is
taking action to ensure Indigenous companies and communities benefit from participation in our $1 billion Site
Rehabilitation Program (SRP).
This includes appointing an
Indigenous liaison to help facilitate Indigenous participation
in the program, and establishing an ongoing working group
with Indigenous communities
and companies. Through the
first round of the SRP, Back-

woods Energy, owned by the
Alexis Nakota Sioux Nation,
has been approved to conduct
closure work on 55 sites on
Enoch Cree Nation. Another
Indigenous company, Western
Petroleum Management, was
approved to conduct work on
257 sites across the province.
The response we are hearing
from Indigenous communities
to this program is overwhelmingly positive and we are looking forward to providing the
tools they need to become the
economic powerhouses we all
know they can be.
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THE EXCITEMENT GROWS FOR
EDMONTON AREA AIR TOUR

Submitted by Shane
Getson, MLA Lac Ste.
Anne-Parkland
On August 8, 2020 watch a
Diverse group of Edmonton
based Private & industry
aircraft fly over eight different airports to celebrate the
local aviation community!
While the tour itself is just

a group of enthusiasts out
for a fun time, movers and
shakers in the communities that they will visit are
beginning to see the wonderful opportunity to showcase their airport facilities
and local attractions that
visiting pilots would enjoy
and include in plans for future visits.

HERE IS WHAT WE HAVE
SO FAR:
• Drayton Valley will be
hosting a mini trade show
as well as a welcome speech.
Perhaps refreshments and
opening the doors to their
hangars to show off the
local aircraft. They will be
promoting it locally to the
non-aviation community as
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a way to get people excited
about aviation.
• MLA Jackie Lovely will
have a BIG announcement
at the stop in Camrose.
• Lac Ste. Anne County will
have a special ceremony
renaming the Mayerthorpe
airport “Peter Trynchy Airfield”.

PARKLAND RCMP INVESTIGATE FATAL
COLLISION ON HIGHWAY 43

Submitted by Parkland
RCMP

On July 25, 2020 at approximately 2 a.m., Parkland RCMP along with
Emergency Services responded to a single vehicle
roll over on Highway 43
and Range Road 34.

A SUV was located but did
not have any occupant(s)
inside. A search was conducted in the area but no
one was found.
Further investigation revealed that the vehicle was
driven by a lone adult male
occupant who had not been
in contact with family since

the collision occurred. An
additional search utilizing RCMP Air Services and
RCMP Police Dog Services
was conducted. This morning search and rescue was
activated. Tragically, the
missing 33-year-old male
from Sangudo, Alta., was located deceased near Range

Road 35. An autopsy will be
conducted this week at the
Office of the Chief Medical
Examiner in Edmonton.
The name of deceased will
not be released and no further updates are anticipated.

July 28, 2020

CommunityVOICE

Page 7

SIX GOLF PERSONALITIES THAT
WILL MAKE OR BREAK YOUR GAME
(NC) From the rules
drill sergeant, to the
etiquette obsessed, no
one likes to be on the
course with that person. Here are a few of
the personalities you
should be keenly aware
of when creating the
perfect 18-hole pairing.
The Natural – They’ve
had no lessons, no
warm-up, old clubs but
can consistently hit
them long and straight
every day.
Play with this person
if… you crave a smooth,
competitive game.
The Iceman – never phased by a shot
that’s off or a disgruntled competitor, the
Iceman always keeps
everyone’s emotions in
check.
Play with this person
if… you want to cool
down fired up players.
The Socialite – forget
the game, this person
is out for a good time.
With positive vibes, and
stories for days, this

person is only interested in one hole: the 19th.
Play with this person
if… your scorecard is the
last thing on your mind
The Personal Trainer
– will gladly walk the
length of the course
with a 50 pound golf
bag in tow. The PT prefers post-game chicken
breasts over hot dogs,
and comes equipped
with a crisp low calorie

light beer, such as Molson Canadian 67.
Play with this person if… you’re an active
calorie calculator who
wants to tone up while
having a good time on
the greens.
The Chauffeur – likes
driving the cart more
than swinging the club
and is happy to drop
you off at every hole.
Play with this person

if….the Personal Trainer
has worn you out.
The Slicer – no matter how many lessons
he’s taken or how new
his clubs are, he consistently hits his shots in
the woods.
Play with this person
if… you want to win!
www.newscanada.
com
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STUDENTS RETURNING TO SCHOOL
FOR 2020-21 SCHOOL YEAR

Submitted by Government of Alberta

Schools will be ready to welcome students under scenario
1, which is near-normal daily
operations with health measures.
Alberta’s government has
developed a re-entry tool kit
to prepare parents and students for what to expect in the
new school year. The tool kit
includes videos for students
explaining some of the health
measures, a guide for parents,
frequently asked questions,

school posters, a self-screening questionnaire in multiple
languages, and links to health
guidelines.
“Alberta continues moving
ahead with our recovery and
relaunch plan. I’m proud of our
comprehensive plan that supports the safe return to daily
in-school learning. The return
of more than 750,000 students
to near-normal learning in the
new school year is indicative
of Alberta’s continued recovery as we work to relaunch our
economy and return to our
regular everyday lives.” - Ja-

son Kenney, Premier
“We are determined to do everything that we can to safely
return our students, teachers
and staff to school. I appreciate the input and support of
school authorities across the
province, as well as our education partners, in developing
and refining our school re-entry plan. We are providing
clear and detailed guidelines
and a re-entry tool kit so everyone can do their part and
prepare for a safe return to
school.” - Adriana LaGrange,
Minister of Education

“We are committed to doing
everything possible to protect the health and safety of
students, staff and families
during the upcoming school
year. There is no risk-free approach to COVID-19 but there
are also risks to children’s
overall health from school
closures. We are continually
refining our public health advice for schools based on best
available evidence. We also
have plans in place to respond
quickly when cases are identified. Limiting the spread of the
virus in schools will require
the dedication and support of
all Albertans when the school
year begins this fall.” - Dr. Deena Hinshaw, chief medical officer of health
Under scenario 1, schools
will implement a number of
public health measures, which
include frequent cleaning of
surfaces, placing hand sanitizers at school entrances
and classrooms, grouping
students in cohorts, and planning the school day to allow
for physical distancing, which
could include staggering start
times for classes, recesses
and lunches. Additional public health measures may be
established prior to September on the advice of the chief
medical officer of health in
consultation with the education system.
In addition, students, staff,
parents and school visitors
will be expected to use a
self-screening questionnaire
daily to determine whether
they can enter the school.
“The Alberta School Boards
Association is pleased that
this plan was released earlier than expected as it provides more time for finalizing
school board plans. We appreciate the various experts, parents and community members
that helped inform a plan that
prioritizes the health and safety of students and staff. ASBA
and all school boards will work
diligently to implement this
plan and look forward to continuing to work with the Minister of Education throughout
the upcoming school year.” Lorrie Jess, president, Alberta
School Boards Association
Continued on Page 10
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Students Returning To School For 2020-21 School Year
Continued from Page 8
“The College of Alberta
School Superintendents appreciates the opportunity to
work alongside government
and education partners to develop a detailed re-entry plan.
The CASS board of directors
strongly believes that the
re-entry plan offers the appropriate balance of guidance
from the chief medical officer
of health and the government
while providing for the authority and autonomy for individual school divisions to assure
their students, parents and
staff that a successful return
to school will be safe.” - Bev-

an Daverne, president, College
of Alberta School Superintendents
“We value the government’s
efforts to actively work with
the education system, including independent schools, as
they finalized details for the
2020-21 school year. Re-entry
under scenario 1 gives us the
information and confidence
we need to prepare our schools
for reopening. We appreciate
the requirements set out by the
government to ensure that student and staff safety remains
the priority as we navigate
through these times to safely
move closer towards a sense of
normalcy.” - Simon Williams,

president, Association of Independent Schools & Colleges in
Alberta
“The health of students and
staff is the priority. In our recent survey on re-entry, 86 per
cent of parents that participated indicated they were in favour of a return to school plan
for K-12 students. Community
efforts are essential to ensure
a safe learning environment
for our children.” - Brandi
Rai, president, Alberta School
Councils’ Association
“The Association of Alberta Public Charter Schools is
pleased the government invested the time to engage
with the education system as

they pragmatically developed
the 2020-21 school re-entry
plan. This announcement provides Alberta’s public charter
schools with the confidence
and responsiveness they need
to ensure a safe and successful
return for the upcoming school
year.” - Ron Koper, chair, The
Association of Alberta Public
Charter Schools
SUCCESSFUL TRANSITION
TO SUMMER SCHOOL AND
CHILD CARE
Alberta’s school re-entry plan
works, and already has mitigated risks to students and teachers. Throughout the summer,
the Calgary Catholic Separate
School Division ran in-person
summer school programming
in accordance to the guidelines
developed and issued by the
province. These comprehensive guidelines have mitigated
risk, resulting in no COVID-19
outbreaks among teachers or
students participating in summer school.
Additionally, Alberta has seen
a successful reopening of child
care centres across the province. Children and staff have
safely returned to these centres
with no outbreaks occurring.
SCHOOL
AUTHORITY
FUNDING
School authorities have returned to full funding levels as
of July 1, and every school authority in Alberta is receiving a
funding increase for the 202021 school year – roughly $120
million across the province. A
list of funding for every school
authority is available here.
In addition, the Minister of
Education has approved the
use of school board reserves,
if needed, to help cover local
COVID-19-related costs. The
total amount of money sitting
in school board reserves is
$363 million.
ACCELERATED
CAPITAL
SCHOOL FUNDING
The province has also provided school boards an additional
$250 million to support accelerated capital maintenance
and renewal projects, as part of
the more than $10 billion infrastructure spending announced
in the Alberta Recovery Plan.
This funding supports infrastructure enhancements that
will help in a COVID-19 learning environment. Seventy-nine
school projects totalling $15
million are moving forward
with this primary purpose, in-
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Students Returning To School For 2020-21 School Year
cluding upgrades for enhanced
hygiene such as hands-free
sinks, automatic flush toilets,
touchless soap and paper towel dispensers, automatic doors
and water bottle filling stations
to replace water fountains.
NEW ONLINE STUDENT
LEARNING HUB
A new Student Learning Hub
on new.learnalberta.ca is available for parents, students, and
teachers to more easily access
educational materials to support development of student
literacy and numeracy, and
provide health and wellness
information.
The online hub is another
resource to support Alberta’s school re-entry plan, with
recognition that more online
learning resources may be
needed during the upcoming school year. Additional
resources will also be added
throughout the school year.
EXPANDING DIPLOMA EXAMS
Diploma exams will be offered in every subject in the
November and April exam
sessions. Expanding the offerings of the diploma exams

will support school authorities
who are shifting high school
programming to a four-semester system as part of their
COVID-19 re-entry plan. This
shift allows for better cohorting by limiting the number of
classes a student is in during
a term without affecting total
learning time over the course
of a year.
PERSONAL
PROTECTIVE
EQUIPMENT
Students and staff may wear
a mask if they choose to. However, practices such as physical
distancing, cohorting, frequent
handwashing, staying home
when sick and increased cleaning of surfaces will continue to
be the priority public health
measures.
COVID-19
CASES
AT
SCHOOL
If a student or staff tests positive for COVID-19, a public
health team will investigate
to determine when symptoms
developed and support the
school to minimize transmission.
While each case will be addressed based on its unique
circumstances, it is anticipat-

ed that in most cases only the
group of students and staff
who came in close contact will
likely be required to stay home
for 14 days, and not the entire
school population.
Parents will be notified if a
case of COVID-19 is confirmed
at school and public health officials will contact those who
were in close contact with that
person.
TRANSITIONING TO SCENARIO 2 OR SCENARIO 3
If there is an outbreak of
COVID-19 in a community or

As your community newspaper, we are committed to
delivering the latest and most accurate COVID-19
news and local updates. We also remain dedicated
to serving our local advertisers, as they struggle to
overcome unprecedented economic challenges
resulting from the pandemic.

ADVERTISERS, call 780.962.9228
to learn how we can help you.
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school, health officials will
work with Alberta Education
and impacted school authorities to make any decision to
potentially transition to partial
in-class learning or at-home
learning. Decisions will be
based on multiple factors including the number of cases in
a community or school and the
risk of ongoing transmission.
The health guidance for scenario 2 has been updated to allow for a maximum of 20 students per class.

In uncertain and troubled times like today, the importance of local
news and community connection is more evident than ever. You can
help support businesses in our community by purchasing gift cards for
later use, frequenting restaurants that are open for takeout or checking
to see if your favorite businesses have opened online stores. You can
also support the future of local news and reporting by reserving your
ad space today and letting our readers know how they can help you!
Together, we are all stronger.

local community • local economy • local news
In Print & Online | 780.962.9228 | www.com-voice.com
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Services
Tutoring in your home, with
PPE, or distance via phone/
internet. Math tutor Gr. 9-12.
Call 780-887-6212. (16) 26-05

Computers
FREE Computers Checkup,
Repairs NOT over $50. You

can have today good clean
refurbished
upgraded
Laptop with Games, Pictures,
Music, Videos for ONLY $125.
Call 780-892-2407 (12) 12-05

Landscaping
& Maintenance
Stump Grinder For Hire –
Alberta Beach & Surround
areas. Call 780-779-3589 (28)

05-05

Firewood
SEASONED
FIREWOOD:
Birch, Tamarack, Spruce/
Pine & Poplar. 4x4x8 cord,
Split and delivered or pick up
at wood yard, 1/2 cord or full
cords available. Call 780-9675835 or 780-983-1495 (28) 3103

Antiques
HUGE
ANTIQUES
&
COLLECTIBLES SALE, July
31 & Aug 1, Aug 14 & 15, 10am5pm, Featuring Tea cups
collections, Carnival glass,
Antique Plows and more!
2224 Township Rd 545 in
Onoway - Watch for the
signs. (2) 28-07
EVER AFTER ANTIQUES &
COLLECTIBLES 4823 – 50
Ave., Alberta Beach. Phone
780-237-3528. OPEN: Thurs,
Fri, Sat and some Sun, noon
to 5 pm. Other times by
chance or appointment. We
buy and sell antiques and
unique collectibles! (11) 16-06

Miscellaneous
SeaCan Storage Containers
for sale, all sizes available, 10ft
- 53ft. Located in Entwistle,
4905 - 45 Ave. We Deliver,
Call 780-604-2276 or 780727-4062 (4) 07-07 OG

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel
in Onoway, AB. offering
daily, weekly or monthly
rentals. All utilities included,
55 inch tv with Satellite.
Double bedrooms, furnished
bachelors with full kitchen
and furnished 1 bedrooms
with full kitchen available.
Starting at $950 + tax. Please
call for viewing, 780-9674420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4)
07-07 OG
Available, 2 Bdrm ($775) and
1 Bdrm ($675) in Entwistle
Bldg. at 4932-50A Avenue,
DD $300. Tenant pays power,
Smoke Free Bldg. Please call
Ivanka 780-807-1300 (4) 21-07
OG
Furnished Basement Suite
For Rent, 1 Bdm, Appliances,
Utilities, Netflix all included.
Avail Aug 1, N/S, Dogs
considered. $800/mth $800
DD, Please 780-674-7431 (1)
28-07
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