
Serving: Alsike, Brazeau County, Breton, Calmar, Devon
Drayton Valley, Leduc, Sunnybrook, Thorsby and Warburg.
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DEVON GENERAL HOSPITAL 
REOPENS EMERGENCY DEPT

Phase 1 reopening patient access from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily

THORSBY RCMP ARREST 
YOUTH AFTER LATE NIGHT 

SHOOTING – CHARGES LAID

THORSBY RCMP RESPOND 
TO POSSIBLE DROWNINGS 

AT PIGEON LAKE

Submitted by Alberta 
Health Services

Effective Aug. 18, the Dev-
on General Hospital emer-
gency department (ED) will 
begin a phased reopening, 

accepting patients from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. daily.

The ED was temporarily 
closed on April 20 as part 
of Alberta Health Services’ 
COVID-19 response. The 
closure was implement-

ed to help protect 14 long-
term-care residents at the 
hospital, who are at height-
ened risk for severe illness 
if exposed to COVID-19.

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Thorsby 
RCMP

On August 2, 2020 a male 
youth was arrested in con-
nection with a shooting 
that occurred on August 1 

at a residence in Warburg.  
The RCMP have now laid 
charges against the youth.

The 17-year-old Accused, 
who cannot be named, is 
facing six criminal charges 
as follows: aggravated as-

sault, unlawful discharge 
of a firearm, careless use 
of a firearm, unauthorized 
possession of a firearm and 
point a firearm (x2).

Continued on Page 3

Submitted by Thorsby 
RCMP

On Aug. 7, 2020 at approx-
imately 1:10 p.m., Thorsby 

RCMP responded to a re-
port of a possible drowning 
at Pigeon Lake.

An adult female was lo-
cated along the shoreline of 

Silver Beach near Milhurst 
Bay and pronounced de-
ceased at the scene. 

Continued on Page 3
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Devon General Hospital Reopens 
Emergency Department

Continued from Page 1

To help protect these res-
idents, a temporary barrier 
has been built to allow ED 
patients to access services 
separate from inpatient ar-
eas of the hospital. As well, 
staff will be designated to 
one area of the hospital and 
will not transition between 
the ED and inpatient units.

AHS will monitor patient 
volumes and acuity regu-
larly to determine when the 
hospital’s ED can resume 
24-hour service.  Until 
then, local residents seek-
ing after-hours emergency 
care are advised to visit the 
Leduc Community Hospi-
tal or the Westview Health 
Centre in Stony Plain. 

All patients requiring 

immediate medical care 
should phone 911.  

Individuals requiring 
non-emergency medical 
care continue to be en-
couraged to call their fam-
ily physician. To speak to 
a nurse and receive tele-
phone advice and health in-
formation, families can also 
contact Health Link 24/7 by 
dialing 811.

For more information on 
the COVID-19 pandemic in 
Alberta, visit www.ahs.ca/
covid or www.alberta.ca/
covid19.

August 11, 2020
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CANADA REVENUE AGENCY UPDATE
Submitted by of Gerald 

Soroka, MP for Yellowhead

Gerald Soroka, Member 
of Parliament for Yellow-
head, would like to inform 
constituents that the Can-
ada Revenue Agency (CRA) 
is extending the payment 
deadline and applying re-
lief to interest on existing 
debt.  The payment due 
date for current year indi-
vidual, corporate, and trust 
income tax returns, includ-
ing instalment payments, 
from September 1, 2020, to 

September 30, 2020.  Pen-
alties and interest will not 
be charged if payments are 
made by the extended dead-
line of September 30, 2020. 
This includes the late-filing 
penalty if the return is filed 
by September 30, 2020.

Interest on existing tax 
debts related to individ-
ual, corporate, and trust 
income tax returns from 
April 1, 2020, to September 
30, 2020 and from April 1, 
2020, to June 30, 2020, for 
goods and services tax/
harmonized sales tax (GST/

HST) returns will also be 
waived. While this measure 
for existing tax debts does 
not cancel penalties and in-
terest already assessed on a 
taxpayer’s account prior to 
this period, it ensures that a 
taxpayer’s existing tax debt 
does not continue to grow 
through interest charges 
during this difficult time. 
This measure provides im-
mediate relief to impacted 
taxpayers.

The previously extended 
filing due dates for indi-
vidual, corporate, and trust 

income tax returns remain 
unchanged. However, the 
CRA will not impose late-fil-
ing penalties where a cur-
rent year individual, corpo-
ration, or trust return is filed 
late if it is filed by Septem-
ber 30, 2020.

Remember to file your in-
dividual, corporate and trust 
returns as soon as possible, 
even though payment dead-
lines are being extended. 
This is particularly import-
ant for individuals receiving 
credits and benefits, such as 
the Canada Child Benefit.

Thorsby RCMP Arrest Youth After Late Night 
Shooting – Charges Laid

Thorsby RCMP Respond 
To Possible Drownings 
at Pigeon Lake

Continued from Page 1

Following a judicial inter-
im release hearing, the male 
has been released from 
custody on conditions. He 
is scheduled to appear in 
Youth Court on August 26, 
2020 in Breton Provincial 
Court.  

The RCMP are not looking 
for any other suspects, and 
will have no further up-
dates.

BACKGROUND:

Warburg, Alta. – In the 
early morning of August 2, 
2020 a male victim attend-
ed an area hospital with 
a gunshot wound.  RCMP 
were advised and Thorsby 
RCMP became engaged. 

Information indicates 
that on August 1 at approx-
imately 11:00 p.m., a male 
was shot at a residence and 
suffered non life-threaten-
ing injuries. Thorsby RCMP 
have arrested one male 
youth without incident.

Continued from Page 1

Wetaskiwin RCMP police 
boat along with assistance 
of Mulhurst Bay and South 
Pigeon Lake fire depart-
ments, EPS Air 1 and STARS 
helicopter began searching 
the area. Police located a 

deceased adult male along 
the same shoreline and a 
kayak was found a short 
distance away.

The investigation into 
their deaths continue. There 
is no indication that this is 
a criminal incident.  Further 
information from the RCMP 
will not be provided.

August 11, 2020
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A MESSAGE FROM MLA MARK SMITH
Submitted by MLA Mark 

Smith | Drayton Valley – 
Devon Constituency

Life is full of challenges and 
therefore choices.  Some-
times it is difficult to address 
the challenges in life.  This is 
true for every individual on 
a personal level, it is true for 
the private business man or 
woman and it is also true for 
the Government of Alberta.   

This past legislative ses-
sion the government con-
tinued down the path to 
address some of these chal-
lenges.  It has been a very 
busy spring at the Alberta 
Legislature. I am proud to 
share that this session, Al-
berta’s government intro-
duced and passed 34 bills 
through the Legislature. The 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
the unprecedented econom-
ic collapse faced this year 
disrupted the normal legis-
lative session, but Alberta’s 
government was still able to 
deliver on 93 more platform 
commitments while taking 
concrete measures to save 
lives and livelihoods. This 
means Alberta’s government 
has already kept or is well 
underway on 68 per cent 
of platform commitments 
made. I am also pleased to 
say that our Legislature met 
more times than any other 
legislature in Canada, in-
cluding the federal Parlia-
ment.  

Between 2008 and 2020 
the Alberta energy industry 
contributed $359 billion in 
revenue to the Federal and 
provincial budgets.  Creating 
a favourable tax environ-
ment for business, including 
the energy industry not only 
pays for the public services 
Albertans need but stimu-
lates business across Alber-
ta and Canada.  In order to 
stimulate business and cre-
ate jobs the Alberta Govern-
ment once again dropped 
the corporate tax rate, this 
time going from 10% to 8%.  
This sends the message to 
business both inside and 
outside of Alberta that we 
are the most competitive 

province in North Ameri-
ca in which to do business.  
This will encourage growth, 
jobs and the investment of 
foreign capital into Alberta.  

I am happy to share that 
the Invest Alberta Corpo-
ration (IAC) is ready to hit 
the ground running and 
attract job-creating invest-
ment back to Alberta. The 
IAC’s mandate is to attract 
high-impact, job-creating 
investment to Alberta and 

promote the province as a 
preferred investment desti-
nation to national and inter-
national investors. The IAC 
will coordinate the work of 
Alberta’s 11 trade promotion 
offices, with a renewed focus 
of attracting foreign direct 
investment in Alberta. The 
board will hold its inaugural 
meeting in August, and their 
perspectives and expertise 
will help the agency bring 
in job-creating investment 

from around the world.
Clearly Albertan’s face 

daily challenges, as does 
the Government of Alberta.  
The Alberta Government is 
going to have to continue 
to address the economic 
problems of overspending, 
a drop in revenue and rising 
debt but it is also true that 
the Government is work-
ing hard to address these 
challenges and to grow the 
economy.  



Page 8     CommunityVOICE August 11, 2020

MASKS FOR SCHOOLS PROCUREMENT: 
MINISTER LAGRANGE

Submitted by Govern-
ment of Alberta

Minister of Education 
Adriana LaGrange issued 
the following statement on 
the procurement of reus-
able masks for students and 
staff for the 2020-21 school 
year:

“Some have recently 
questioned the ability of Al-
berta’s government to pur-
chase the requisite 1.6 mil-
lion reusable masks in time 
for the start of K-12 classes 
this fall. Orders totalling 1.7 
million masks have been 
placed ¬– one to IFR, an Al-
berta-based company, and 
the other to Old Navy. The 
total value of the mask con-
tracts is $4.2 million.

“When the school re-en-
try plan was announced on 
June 10 and a decision on 

how students would return 
to school was announced 
on July 21, it was indicated 
that the decision on masks 
in schools was still pend-
ing, as Chief Medical Officer 
of Health Dr. Deena Hin-
shaw was still considering 
emerging scientific evi-
dence from other jurisdic-
tions. Despite this pending 
decision, Alberta Education, 
in conjunction with the Pro-
vincial Operations Centre 
(POC), began preparing for 
the contingency should Dr. 
Hinshaw decide to recom-
mend masking in schools.

“Given the expediency 
required, the POC has di-
rectly approached experi-
enced, established vendors 
to fulfil personal protective 
equipment (PPE) needs for 
school reopenings. Govern-
ment of Alberta contracting 

policies allow for this ex-
pedited process in urgent 
situations, as a standard re-
quest for proposal tender-
ing process would not allow 
the government to fulfil our 
schools’ needs in the timely 
manner required.

“Alberta has excelled at 
the urgent need to purchase 
PPE. Since the beginning 
of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the POC has success-
fully procured more than 
six million masks, and the 
Pandemic Response Plan-
ning Team has also pro-
cured more than six million 
masks. This does not in-
clude the 185 million clinical 
masks purchased directly 
by Alberta Health Services. 
Forty million masks were 
also distributed directly to 
Albertans. 

“Both Alberta Education 

and the POC are confident 
that masks, sanitizer, ther-
mometers and face shields 
will be distributed to school 
divisions prior to the re-
sumption of classes. Stu-
dents, schools and staff will 
receive their PPE for the be-
ginning of the school year.

“We understand the ea-
gerness of some local busi-
nesses to help with the 
effort. Often, these are busi-
nesses that manufactured 
non-PPE products prior to 
the pandemic and/or have 
more limited production 
capacity. We sincerely ap-
preciate the enthusiasm of 
those wanting to help. That 
said, our primary objective 
is ensuring the large vol-
ume of reusable masks can 
be obtained and distributed 
in time for the start of the 
school year.”
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RCMP LAY FRAUD CHARGES

FOUR VEHICLE COLLISION
ON HIGHWAY 625

Submitted by Drayton 
Valley RCMP

Drayton Valley, Alta. – The 
RCMP have laid charges 
following an almost two-

year investigation into 
fraudulent activity at a not-
for-profit organization.

In September 2018, the 
RCMP launched an inves-
tigation following a com-
plaint from a local orga-
nization that they alleged 
to have been defrauded of 
more than $200,000 by 
their Treasurer over a four-
year period. The ensuing 
investigation by the RCMP 
was thorough and complex.

Eric Paul Butz (35) of 
Drayton Valley has been 
arrested and charged with 
fraud over $5,000, forgery 

and uttering forged doc-
uments. He has been re-
leased to appear in Drayton 
Valley Provincial Court on 
September 15, 2020 at 10:00 
a.m.

At the time of this offence, 
Eric Butz worked as a Cer-
tified Chartered Accountant 
in the town.  RCMP are ask-
ing members of the public 
to report any suspicious 
financial activity in any ac-
counts handled by Mr. Butz. 
If you feel that you are the 
victim of an offence, please 
contact Drayton Valley 
RCMP at (780) 542-4456

Submitted by Leduc 
RCMP

On Aug. 4, 2020 at approx-
imately 11:45 a.m., Leduc 

RCMP with assistance of the 
Alberta Sheriffs responded 
to a four vehicle collision 
on Highway 625 westbound 
at the Highway 2 overpass.

Preliminary investiga-
tion revealed a commercial 
vehicle was driving west-
bound on Highway 625 
when the vehicle’s trailer 

had detached from the tow-
ing unit causing a rear-end 
collision involving three 
other vehicles. 

No injuries were reported. 

August 11, 2020

In uncertain and troubled times like today, the importance of local 
news and community connection is more evident than ever. You can 
help support businesses in our community by purchasing gift cards for 
later use, frequenting restaurants that are open for takeout or checking 
to see if your favorite businesses have opened online stores. You can 
also support the future of local news and reporting by reserving your 
ad space today and letting our readers know how they can help you!

Together, we are all stronger.

As your community newspaper, we are committed to 
delivering the latest and most accurate COVID-19 

news and local updates. We also remain dedicated 
to serving our local advertisers, as they struggle to 
overcome unprecedented economic challenges 
resulting from the pandemic.

ADVERTISERS, call 780.962.9228
to learn how we can help you.

local community • local economy • local news
In Print & Online | 780.962.9228 | www.com-voice.com
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Classified Policy

CLASSIFIED RATES INCLUDE 
GST.  1st 20 Words: First Insertion 
= $6.00; Subsequent insertion 
= $3.00 each. (Eg: 2 insertions 
= $9.00; 3 insertions = $12.00; 
4 insertions = $15.00; etc) Each 
additional word is 20 cents per 
word, per insertion.   BOLD/
CAPITAL text available for an 
additional $1/line. Lost & Found 
and To Give Away (up to a max. of 
25 words) are free of charge. Ads 
must be paid in advance either by 
cheque, cash, Visa or Mastercard. 
No Refunds Allowed on Classified 
Ads. DEADLINE: is Thurs. 4:00 
pm (Wed. 4:00 pm on long 
weekends).  Classified ads may 
be called in to the COMMUNITY 
VOICE office at (780) 962-
9228, emailed to: classifieds@
com-voice.com, dropped off at 
Onoway Registries, or mailed 
with your ad and payment to: 
COMMUNITY VOICE, BAG 3595, 
SPRUCE GROVE, AB  T7X 3A8. Ads 
may also be placed on the web at 
www.com-voice.com/classified.
htm

Hall Rentals
Lodgepole Community Hall - 
(780) 894-2277

Services
WANTED: Standing Timber. 
Are you looking to cut your 
woodlot before pine beetles 
or forest fires destroy it? Top 
dollar paid. Call Paul 780-
706-1470 (6) 11-08

Computers
FREE Computers Checkup, 
Repairs NOT over $50. You 
can have today good clean 
refurbished upgraded 
Laptop with Games, Pictures, 
Music, Videos for ONLY $125. 
Call 780-892-2407 (6) 19-05

Computer Repairs ONLY $50. 
FREE REPAIRS for Single 
Parents and low income 
Seniors. For Sale good laptop 
refurbished with games, 
world pictures, select music 
and more for ONLY $125. 
DONATE used Laptops, 
Tablets, Cells for parts or 
repairs. Call 780-892-2407 (6) 
11-08

Antiques
HUGE ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTIBLES SALE, Aug 
14 & 15, 10am-5pm, Featuring 
Tea cups collections, Carnival 
glass, Antique Plows and 
more! 2224 Township Rd 545 
in Onoway - Watch for the 
signs. (2) 28-07

EVER AFTER ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES 4823 – 50 
Ave., Alberta Beach. Phone 
780-237-3528. OPEN: Thurs, 
Fri, Sat and some Sun, noon 
to 5 pm. Other times by 
chance or appointment. We 
buy and sell antiques and 
unique collectibles! (6) 16-06

Buy & Sell
I BUY GUN COLLECTIONS 

and World War 2 Collectables, 
Please call Jay for a quote 
780-686-1350 (15) 19-11-19

Land For Sale
4 Acres 10 miles West of 
Drayton Valley, just off 
Highway 620. Fenced, seeded 
to grass, close to horse 
trails and Crown forestry. 
$56,000.00 Call 780-542-5782

August 11, 2020
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SCHOOL HEALTH MEASURES NOW 
INCLUDE MANDATORY MASKS

Submitted by Govern-
ment of Alberta

As part of a number of new 
school safety measures to 
combat COVID-19, mask use 
for Grade 4 to 12 students, 
and all school staff, will be 
mandatory when school re-
turns for the 2020-21 year. 

While mandatory mask use 
is for students in Grades 4 to 
12 and all staff, all students 
and staff in public, separate, 
Francophone, charter and 
independent schools will 
receive two reusable masks 
from Alberta’s government. 
More than 1.6 million masks 
will be distributed to 740,000 
students and 90,000 staff. 
Additional single-use masks 
will be available at schools, if 
required.

Mask use will be manda-
tory for staff and teachers in 
all settings where physical 
distancing cannot be main-
tained. Students will be re-
quired to wear them in all 
shared and common areas 
such as hallways and on bus-
es. Exemptions will be made 
for students and staff who are 
unable to wear a mask due to 
medical or other needs.

Mask use for kindergarten 
to Grade 3 students will con-
tinue to be optional. Mask 
use for younger children is a 
challenge due to difficulties 
with proper fit and compli-
ance. In addition, evidence 
shows that children under 10 
may be less likely than older 
children or adults to transmit 
COVID-19.

“The safety of our staff and 
students continues to be my 
number 1 priority. Since can-
celling in-person classes in 
March and developing our 
school re-entry plan, we have 
been clear that we would 

continue to adapt our guide-
lines as necessary based 
on current medical advice. 
These new safety measures 
will help prevent the spread 
of COVID-19 in our schools, 
and we will continue to work 
with our school authorities 
to ensure they are equipped 
for a successful start to the 
school year.” - Adriana La-
Grange, Minister of Educa-
tion 

“After reviewing the emerg-
ing evidence, it is clear that 
masks can play an important 
role in limiting the spread of 
COVID-19. I am not making 
this updated recommenda-
tion lightly, but acting on 
the best current evidence 
available. While masks are 
important, I want to stress 
that they are only one of the 
many public health measures 
in place to limit the spread 
of COVID-19 and protect the 
health of students, staff and 
families.” - Dr. Deena Hin-
shaw, Chief Medical Officer 
of Health for Alberta 

“CASS’ board of directors 
appreciates the government’s 
commitment to adapting 
Alberta’s health guidelines 
as new medical information 
becomes available and for 
ensuring school divisions 
are receiving the protective 
equipment they need for a 
successful transition back to 
school. This announcement 
clearly demonstrates Alber-
ta Education’s willingness 
to take the necessary steps 
to support the safety of staff 
and students. We appreciate 
their continued collaboration 
and support as we approach 
the beginning of a new school 
year.” - Bevan Daverne, pres-
ident, College of Alberta 
School Superintendents 

Alberta’s government re-

mains committed to ad-
justing the school re-entry 
guidelines based on current 
medical advice. The chief 
medical officer of health has 
been studying the evidence 
around masking in schools, 
and this decision is a direct 
result of evolving medical 
advice.

Face shields
School staff will receive one 

reusable face shield for their 
use in the schools. Shield use 
is at the discretion of the in-
dividual staff member. Plastic 
face shields can help reduce 
exposure but are not equiv-
alent to masks. A mask must 
still be worn while wearing a 
face shield.

Hand sanitizer
About 466,000 litres of 

hand sanitizer will be dis-
tributed between all school 
authorities. The specific vol-
ume provided to an individ-
ual school authority will be 
based on student population.

Thermometers
Each school will receive 

two contactless thermom-
eters to assist with manag-
ing student and staff health. 
Thermometer use will be at 
the discretion of the school 
authority.

Staff testing
Alberta Health and Alberta 

Health Services are working 
hard to expand testing capac-
ity and reduce turnaround 
times for testing, including 
in-school staff, teachers and 
students, so that anyone with 
symptoms or close contacts 
of cases can be rapidly test-
ed and receive test results 
promptly.

All supplies will be distrib-
uted to school authorities by 
the beginning of the 2020-21 
school year. Authorities will 
then distribute to individu-

al schools, staff and/or stu-
dents based on the needs of 
their own communities.

Provincial health guidance 
for a safe return to school 
will continue to evolve as 
necessary to reflect the latest 
evidence on the nature of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Individual school author-
ities are developing return-
to-school plans that meet the 
needs of their own communi-
ties. These plans are based on 
direction provided under the 
provincial school re-entry 
plan, and supporting health 
guidance documents.

Alberta’s Recovery Plan is 
a bold, ambitious long-term 
strategy to build, diversify, 
and create tens of thousands 
of jobs now. By building 
schools, roads and other core 
infrastructure we are benefit-
ing our communities. By di-
versifying our economy and 
attracting investment with 
Canada’s most competitive 
tax environment, we are put-
ting Alberta on a path for a 
generation of growth. Alberta 
came together to save lives 
by flattening the curve and 
now we must do the same to 
save livelihoods, grow and 
thrive.

Quick facts
• Alberta’s govern-

ment announced students 
and staff would return to 
school under scenario 1 – 
near-normal daily operations 
with health measures – on 
July 21.

• School authorities 
are required to be prepared 
to move between the three 
scenarios outlined in the pro-
vincial school re-entry plan. 
Changes to scenarios will be 
determined by Alberta Edu-
cation.
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