Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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ONOWAY’S FALL FAIR /
THRESHING BEE CANCELLED

Pile of straw grows as the bundles of grain have been threshed into sacks
of wheat and crisp straw to feed the livestock – threshing bee 2018

Submitted by Onoway
& District Historical Guild
What would have been the

14th Annual Threshing Bee /
Fall Fair has been cancelled
due to restrictions because
of COVID-19.

Originally scheduled for
September 19th, the Fall Fair
will not happen this year.
Continued on Page 2

COUNTY RESTARTS HOME
SUPPORT PROGRAM

Subsidized assistance tailored to area seniors 65 and older
Submitted by Lac Ste
Anne County
The County’s Home Sup-

port Program is back up
and running with extra precautions in place to protect
our most vulnerable during

COVID-19.
Continued on Page 2

CANADA EMERGENCY BUSINESS
ACCOUNT DEADLINE EXTENDED
Submitted by Gerald Soroka, MP for Yellowhead
Gerald Soroka, Member
of Parliament for Yellow-

head, would like to inform
constituents that the Government of Canada has announced that the application deadline for CEBA has

been extended from August
31 to October 31, 2020.
Continued on Page 3
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Onoway’s Fall
Fair / Threshing
Bee Cancelled
Continued from Page 1
Last year’s Fall Fair (held
for the first time on the
grounds of Onoway Museum / Heritage Centre)
attracted over 750 visitors,
well above the maximum
allowed under guidelines
during the pandemic. Hazel Bourke, president of
the Onoway and District
Historical Guild, is saddened by this but is confident that the event will
run full speed ahead next

Pitching bundles from hayrack on to the threshing
machine – not happening in 2020.

year. The usual activities
will be planned: bindering
and threshing grain, blacksmith and rope-making
demonstrations, parachute
jumps, antique cars and
tractors show, horse and
buggy rides, local musicians, children’s activities
and of course, home-made

pies. The Guild sends out a
big Thank You to all those
who had committed to being part of this step back in
time to the good old days.
Everyone is urged to mark
their calendars for September 18, 2021 – the Onoway
Fall Fair will be bigger and
better than ever!

County Restarts Home			
Support Program
Continued from Page 1
Visit LSAC.ca/homesupport for more information

about services, eligibility
requirements and other details. To register for program,
call Community Services

Coordinator Taryn Monteith at 780.785.3411 (tollfree
1.866.880.5722) or by email
at tmonteith@lsac.ca.

September 1, 2020

BUSINESS CREDIT
AVAILABILITY PROGRAM

Submitted by Gerald Soroka, MP for Yellowhead

Gerald Soroka, Member
of Parliament for Yellowhead, would like to inform
constituents that the Government of Canada has announced that the Business

Credit Availability Program
(BCAP) is extended to June
2021 to support the flow of
additional credit that businesses need to maintain
operations and keep employees on the payroll.
Export
Development
Canada (EDC) and the

Canada Emergency
Business Account
Deadline Extended
Continued from Page 1
It will also make the CEBA
program available to those
with qualifying payroll or
non-deferrable
expenses
that were unable to apply
due to not operating from a
business banking account.

Details on this announcement can be found at:
https://www.canada.ca/
en/department-finance/
news/2020/08/government-announces-greater-flexibility-and-extension-of-canada-emergency-business-account.html

Business
Development
Bank of Canada (BDC)
will continue to work with
lenders to support access
to capital for Canadian
businesses of all sizes in all
sectors and regions.
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ONOWAY PUBLIC LIBRARY ANNOUNCES
AVAILABILITY OF NON-MEDICAL MASKS

Submitted by Onoway
Public Library
Onoway, August 28, 2020
– Today, the Onoway Public
Library announced immediate availability of disposable,
non-medical masks, for com-

munity use.
“These masks are part of
the Masks for Albertans program,” said Kelly Huxley, Library Manager, “and coordinated by Alberta Municipal
Affairs Public Library Services Branch.”
Disposable,
non-medical
masks have been made available to Albertans through
other locations, including the
drive-thru at select restaurants. However, Kelly Huxley
pointed out that not everyone
in the community is able to
access this program because
of lack of transportation, distance or other reasons.
“As we were preparing our
re-opening plans, we real-

ized that access to personal
protective equipment in the
community could be a barrier for many residents. Even
though there are other distribution points, they aren’t always accessible to everyone.
Public libraries are a community resource and community
gathering space. We are easily accessible to members of
the community and we are
committed to reducing barriers to information and resources in our community.
By supplying masks, we are
supporting community access to a tool that, currently, assists in preventing the
spread of COVID-19.”
Onoway Public Library re-

ceived 1500 masks for distribution. The masks may be
used in the library and packages of 10 are available for
community members to take
away. The masks are available at the library located in
the Onoway Heritage Center
4708 Lac Ste. Anne Trail. The
library currently remains
closed to the public; however, staff are on site Tuesday
– Friday 10:30 – 4:30 and everyone is welcome to stop by
to pick up some masks.
Established in 1973, the Onoway Public Library is committed to providing resources and information to the
community.
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LITTLE EDNA'S EATERY
NOW OPEN IN ALBERTA BEACH

• Beverages • Treats • Hotdogs • Chile & Cheese Dogs
• Wraps • Sandwiches • Homemade Fries • Loaded
Baked Potato Fries • Little Edna's Famous M&M Cookies

Fred White
Pharmacy Inc.

Village of
Alberta Beach

Dianne’s Tri
Village Pizza

Liquor
Cottage

863-5621

924-3181

924-3132

924-3385

Beachcomber
Beauty &
Barber Salon
924-3242

Alberta
Beach Inn &
Suites 587763-0351

Blakeman’s
Drilling

Beachside
Market

924-3024

924-3155

Jack’s Auto
Body Ltd.

Ecko Marine

Summer’s
Drilling

A.T.B.
Financial

967-5850

428-1464

963-1282

-Alberta Beach Agency

924-2211

102 4705 46A AVENUE - NEXT DOOR TO GUARDIAN BEACH PHARMACY
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ALBERTA BEACH BOAT LAUNCH
August 25, 2020
In 1974, the Department of
Alberta Energy & Natural resources and Alberta Environment partnered with Alberta
Beach to construct a public
boat launch within the confines
of Alberta Beach, a Licence of
Occupation was issued. Early on it became apparent that
when the boat launch was built
the planners did not take into
consideration the natural water circulation of the lake and

over the years we had to deal
with stagnant water, debris,
and rotting buildup along the
shoreline. In 2007, the Lac Ste.
Anne Recreational Lake Use
Committee was formed, whose
goal was to do a revitalization
and rehabilitation project to
the boat launch and park area
to help alleviate these problems.
In 2012 this committee applied for and received a grant
through Alberta Culture and

Community Spirit for $1.3 million to conduct major drainage
and landscaping improvements to the boat launch,
which has relieved many of
our concerns. On July 16, 2013
Alberta Beach signed a new 25year term DLO #740690, which
states the Village is solely responsible for all maintenance
and operation costs, (of this
provincially owned asset) with
no revenue generating opportunities. In order to complete

this project Alberta Beach had
no choice but to sign this new
DLO.
Starting in 2017 Lac Ste. Anne
has seen unusually high-water levels, and on January 1,
2018 we also experienced an
ice quake. The boat launch
received damage and erosion
from both events. Estimates
to repair the damage to the
launch is $130,000, with ongoing annual maintenance costs
of around $60,000. Owing to
the high-water table and the
ice quake there has also been
extensive damage to our roads,
drainage system and parking facilities. Although it has
been a challenge, the village
has been working diligently to
repair the damages using MS’
funding and reserves.
The boat launch is an economic driver and recreational
asset not only for our Village
but the whole Lac Ste. Anne
area, receiving visitors from
neighbouring
communities
and all across Alberta. It is imperative we work together to
find a way to keep it open and
operational.
We would like to say a big
Thank You to Reeve Blakeman and the Lac Ste. Anne
County Council for acknowledging the importance of this
regional amenity by providing
a contribution of $10 000 for
the
maintenance/enhancement of the boat launch. LSAC
Council has also been actively
helping us lobby our neighbouring communities and the
provincial government for assistance, unfortunately without much success. There is a
commitment needed from all
stakeholders in the region to
support and keep operational the most used recreational
boat launch on Lac Ste. Anne.
We have also applied to Minister of Alberta Environment &
Parks, Jason Nixon to amend
to DLO to allow for the collection of user fees. Again, a huge
Thank You to Lac Ste. County.
Sincerely: Jim Benedict, Mayor of Alberta Beach
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LAUNDRY ROOM RENOVATIONS
YOU’LL LOVE
Does it seem like your
hamper is always full and
the washing machine is
running constantly? You

may not be imagining it.
Laundry Butler for You, a
wash, dry and fold service,
says the average house-

hold washes 50 pounds of
laundry a week and 6,000
articles of clothing every
year. Families with children
at home are doing laundry
most often, and those with
pets may find there is ample laundry to wash as well.
With so much laundry
being generated, homeowners may want to consider paying extra attention to the space in the
house where their clothing
is being cleansed. Laundry
room renovations may not
top homeowners’ priority
lists, but it may be time to
give these rooms another

look.
Assess your equipment
If your appliances are aging, a laundry room renovation can start with an
investment in new appliances. New models have
large capacity loads, tend
to be energy-efficient and
could have innovative features that help fit with your
laundry lifestyle. Purchasing front-loading models
also can free up design
space, as you can install a
counter directly above the
units, saving room for other items like drying racks.
Figure out your room
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Laundry Room Renovations You’ll Love
needs
A laundry room need not
be limited to laundry only.
Many homeowners make
large laundry rooms catchall spaces that can serve as
utility or mud rooms, pantry overflows, or off-season storage areas. Consider
the functions you want the
room to serve and include
those ideas in your designs.
Add some natural light
If possible, include a window in your laundry room.
Natural light can help make
the room more enjoyable.
It also can help you identify
stains on clothes that need
to be addressed and make
it easier to fold matching

items like socks.
Think about a utility sink
Many washing machines
drain out directly to waste
pipes in the floor or wall,
but you also can opt to
have them empty into a
utility sink. This sink also
provides a convenient
place to handwash items,
clean tools or paintbrushes, or store items that perhaps you do not want to
bring into a bathroom or
kitchen sink.
Include some flair
This utilitarian space
need not be boring or bereft of design elements.
Mirror your home’s style
in the laundry room, and

include wall hangings,
plants, accent items, and
even task lighting. Play up
certain features with a bold
floor tile or brightly colored walls.

Updating laundry rooms
can be a great way to make
doing laundry more enjoyable and efficient.
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HOME BUYING DURING
THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK

Homeowners know that the
process of buying a home can
be both exciting and nervewracking. The anxiety associated with buying a home has

hit new heights during the
outbreak of the novel coronavirus COVID-19.
Historically low interest
rates and limited inventory

has made 2020 an especially
unique time to buy a home.
It’s also a competitive and
potentially expensive time
to buy a home. While the
economic consequences of
COVID-19 have been severe,
the Federal National Mortgage Association, also known
as Fannie Mae, forecasted a
significant increase in median
home prices in March 2020.
City dwellers have scrambled
to buy homes outside of cities, where social distancing
is more difficult and the risk
of getting COVID-19 appears
greater than it is in suburban
or rural settings. That’s led to
a lot of competition among
prospective buyers.
Prospective home buyers

willing to enter the hectic fray
and shop for a home during
the COVID-19 outbreak may
benefit from knowing what
to expect as they search for
their next home.
• Get ready for virtual tours.
Buyers might once have
scoffed at the notion of buying a home they’d only seen
in videos, but virtual tours
have become the new normal
in the wake of the pandemic. An April survey from the
National Association of Realtors® found that home tours
had declined sharply. While
98 percent of realtors reported taking clients on home
tours as recently as February,
that number had declined to
63 percent by April. As many
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Home Buying During The				
COVID-19 Outbreak
regions pause their reopening plans, prospective home
buyers should ready themselves for virtual tours as
opposed to in-person home
tours.
• Expect limited inventory.
While home prices are up,
many people are holding
onto their homes. The NAR
reports that total housing
inventory at the end of May
2020 was down nearly 19
percent from the end of May
2019. Buyers will have less
inventory to choose from, so
those intent on buying may
need to prioritize what they
need in a home and focus on
finding properties that can
fulfill those needs.
• Expect to move quickly.

Realtors have seen homes
sell within days of being listed, and that has put pressure
on buyers to move quickly.
It also highlights the importance of finding a home inspector before your search
begins as well as a lender
who can handle quick closings. Ask around for recommendations, but make
sure you have these two important professionals lined
up before beginning your
search. Doing so will give you
a better chance of buying in
an unusual time.
• Make the best down payment you can afford. A high
down payment makes buyers look better no matter
the state of the economy. An

offer with a high down payment looks like a stronger
offer, and that can make the
difference between winning
and losing a potential bidding

war.
Buying a home during the
COVID-19 outbreak presents
some unique challenges to
prospective buyers.

Page 14

CommunityVOICE

September 1, 2020

UNDERSTANDING
R-VALUES
Insulation
recommendations
are based on certain factors that
coordinate with regional climate
zones to increase energy efficiency. These factors are known as
R-values. The R in R-value stands
for “resistance,” and refers to how
certain products resist the flow of
heat through walls, floors and ceil-

ings. Products should reduce heat
escape so heat is kept on the right
side of the wall. In summer this
means outdoors, in winter it means
indoors. R-values relate not only to
insulation, but also to walls, windows and other barriers. R-values
also coordinate to the type, thickness and density of the material
being used. The higher the R-value, the more resistant to heat the
product is. The U.S. Department
of Energy coordinates R-value to
climate zones 1 through 7 (1: Tip
of Florida; 7: Canadian border). A
higher R-value is needed in Zone 7
and a lower R-value is necessary in
Zone 1. Those embarking on home
improvement projects that involve
choosing between R-values are
urged to speak with a professional
or to visit the Department of Energy website (www.energy.gov) to
determine which R-Value is ideal
for their homes.
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DRIVE HOME A WINNING
GOLF TOURNAMENT
(NC) The arrival of
warmer weather has
many Canadians dreaming of the hitting the
local golf course. It is
also the time that many
companies,
organizations, charities and other groups start planning
their golf tournaments.
Hosting a golf tournament is a great way
to entertain customers, thank employees
or raise funds for your
group. While there are
many details to arrange,
organizing
such
an
event doesn’t have to be
distressing.
Experts
recommend
that you cover the basics
first. Picking the right
date and a course that is
suitable for your group is
the first priority. The earlier you do this the better as you will get a wider selection of dates and
courses.
Ensuring your guests
are well fed and hydrated out on the course
should be another pri-

ority. In the heat of summer, a good supply food
and non-alcoholic beverages will ensure your
participants enjoy a
healthy and safe round.
What about prizes? The
excitement of winning
something is always a
big draw, so hit up local
businesses,
suppliers,
business partners and
friends for prize donations.

To take your tournament to the next level,
you could offer hole-inone prizes such as a car,
boat, trips or cash. “Adding big prizes to your
golf tournament doesn’t
have to be an expensive
or worrisome endeavour,” says Andrea Martin, Senior Underwriting Manager, Wayfarer
Insurance. “You can get
insurance coverage that

will pay for the prize in
the event that a golfer
hits an ace.”
One of the biggest
tips is speak to the professionals at the golf
course where you book
your tournament. Often
courses will have staff to
assist you, or at least literature that will help you
plan a successful event.
www.newscanada.com
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NOTES FROM THE
ONOWAY LEGION
Submitted by Richard
Moses
Spaghetti for Dinner? On
Friday, September 11, dinner
at the legion will be spaghetti and meat balls, with
meat sauce. It’ll come with an
Asian salad and dessert.
Outdoor maintenance person required! If you’re looking for a few extra dollars, the
legion is looking for a person
to take care of outdoor maintenance (mowing grass and
shovelling snow). It’s perfect
for a high school student,
retired person, or anyone
wanting to earn a bit more.
If you’re interested, leave a
message on the answering
machine at 780-967-5361
587-785-3080.
Darts Club is starting again.
The legion drop-in darts club
will begin again on Tuesday, September 15. Thanks to
covid, space will be limited.
The bar will be open. Unfor-

tunately, pool tables are shut
down indefinitely because
of the heavy disinfection requirements.
Pub Nights Ending - The last
Pub Night will be on Wednesday, September 9. Thanks to
everyone who supported it.
BBQ raffle! Ste. Anne Gas
has donated a Napoleon
Prestige BBQ for the legion
to raffle off. This huge BBQ is
1,140 sq.in., with five stainless
steel burners. It has five main
burners, infrared side & rear
burners, an integrated woodchip smoker tray, dual-level
stainless steel sear plates,
LED night lights, safety-glow
control knobs, and an integrated ice/marinade bucket.
Tickets cost $5/ticket or
3 for $10, with the draw on
Friday, October 23 at the Onoway Legion dinner. Thank
you, Ste. Anne Gas, for the
generous donation to help us
raise funds for a new kitchen
dishwasher.
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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM ECKO MARINE

This is a hard announcement
to make, my family started Ecko
Marine back in 1978 repairing
marine engines and selling MotoSki snowmobiles, Bombardier
then discontinued MotoSki and
we sold our first Ski-Doo in 1984.
Ecko Marine and Bombardier
grew alongside each other, in
1989 Ecko was one of the first
dealers in Western Canada to sell
the Sea-Doo watercraft. And in
1994 the Sea-Doo Jet Boat line
soon followed. Ecko Marine was
proud to be a major player in
popularizing the jet boat market
in our area. When Can-Am ATVs
appeared, we didn’t hesitate to
invest time and money building
a market for the Traxter and then
the Outlander line-up.
After 42 years of serving our
incredible customers with thrilling BRP/Bombardier products,
we are heartbroken to announce
our relationship with BRP will be
coming to an end. This change
will become official on Jan 31,
2021.
Over the years our family and
staff have worked hard to stay
on top of all of BRP new technologies and stayed agile as we
supported BRP with grass roots
efforts and hard work. We hosted product demos, trade shows,
maintaining our commitment to
our trail systems and events like
the Darwell mud bogs, and the
very popular SnoMo Days right
here in Alberta Beach, bringing
thousands into the area and exposing new people to our sport
each year.
It wasn’t always easy, but we
stretched our vision of what
Ecko Marine could be. We put
in the work to maintain a great
relationship with BRP, meeting
ever changing criteria, and exceeding annual requirements —
all the while, staying financially
sound thorough market ups and
downs, whilst employing our incredible staff.
BRP, is now a publicly traded
company. And, have to answer
to their shareholders. They’ve
decided Ecko Marine no longer
fits into their portfolio. They’ve
made the decision to let our
dealership contract expire, stating;
“Following BRP’s assessment
of the market and its network
in your area, Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. has made
the decision to end its business
relationship with Ecko Marine
LTD”.
As you can imagine, this came
as a shock to the Ecko Marine
family. Marvin and Marlene

started this business over 42
years ago and I’ve been proud to
run it for the last decade believing Ecko Marine was also a part
of the BRP family.
In the last ten years, Alberta
has been through 2 recessions
and during the current oil down
turn, instead of supporting us,
BRP made the decision after 42
successful years of commitment
it’s just isn’t enough to maintain
our value in their piece of the
powersports industry.
So what does this mean for us,
and what does it mean for you?
We are working hard to examine all of our options and find
the best solution possible. Our

goal is to keep servicing the area,
employing local and taking care
of our customers. This decision
from BRP has been incredibly
difficult to digest given the deep
roots Ecko Marine has within
our family, our employees and
the local community.
I’m always an optimist, one
door closes another door opens.
We are looking at all of our opportunities as we make this pivot. Our goal is to keep longterm
employment for our amazing
staff and servicing our customers. This does not affect Mercury, Evinrude or our aftermarket
suppliers. We have made the
decision not to bring in the 2021

lineup of Can-Am or Ski-Doo but
we will continue servicing and
stocking parts and accessories
for BRP this winter. This means
we can take care of warranty,
order in parts and sell accessories for your Ski-Doo, Can-Am
and Sea-Doo. All spring check
Ski-Doo snowmobiles will be
delivered through Ecko Marine.
We are here for our customers,
community and staff and our
plans are to continue to serve
the thousands that have chosen
our family business over the last
42 years.
As new opportunities fall in
place we will be excited to share
them with everyone.
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CLASSIFIED ADS - CALL 962-9228

Help Wanted
GRANDE TIRE ONOWAY (ConTec Tire & Auto) is looking for
a tire technician immediately.
Applicant must be 18 years
or older and have a valid
drivers license. Tire experience
preferred.
Competitive
wage based on experience.
Benefit program available.
Please submit resumes to
contectire@xplornet.com
(PDF form) or drop off at 5115
Lac Ste Anne Trail N, Onoway
(2) 25-08 OG

WANTED: Standing Timber.
Are you looking to cut your
woodlot before pine beetles
or forest fires destroy it? Top
dollar paid. Call Paul 780-7061470 (12) 04-08

Areas, thinking of a Summer
Getaway? Worried about
leaving your dog in a kennel?
Don’t worry anymore, you can
leave your pet with me! There
is a wrap around deck and
courtyard! I will provide tender
loving care, with walks every
day. Best of all, I’m cheaper
than a kennel! Daily drop in’s
or overnight stays welcome. If
interested call 780-920-4166
(4) 01-09 OG

Dog Caretaker

Computers

Alberta Beach & Surrounding

Computer Repairs ONLY $50.
FREE REPAIRS for Single
Parents and low income
Seniors. For Sale good laptop
refurbished with games, world
pictures, select music and
more for ONLY $125. DONATE
used Laptops, Tablets, Cells for
parts or repairs. Call 780-8922407 (12) 04-08

Gunn Esso – Now Hiring PartTime. E-mail gunn.esso43@
gmail.com (8) 01-09

Services

Landscaping
& Maintenance
Stump Grinder For Hire –
Alberta Beach & Surround
areas. Call 780-779-3589 (28)
05-05

As your community newspaper, we are committed to
delivering the latest and most accurate COVID-19
news and local updates. We also remain dedicated
to serving our local advertisers, as they struggle to
overcome unprecedented economic challenges
resulting from the pandemic.

ADVERTISERS, call 780.962.9228
to learn how we can help you.

Farm Equipment
Case 970 Tractor, $8500. New
Holland 479 Haybine, $2500.
Class 62 Round Baler $3500.
New Holland 1024 Bale Wagon
$1500. Call 780-967-2104 (4) 2508

Firewood
SEASONED
FIREWOOD:
Birch, Tamarack, Spruce/Pine
& Poplar. 4x4x8 cord, Split and
delivered or pick up at wood
yard, 1/2 cord or full cords
available. Call 780-967-5835 or
780-983-1495 (28) 31-03

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel
in Onoway, AB. offering daily,
weekly or monthly rentals.
All utilities included, 55 inch
tv with Satellite.
Double
bedrooms, furnished bachelors
with full kitchen and furnished
1 bedrooms with full kitchen
available. Starting at $950 +
tax. Please call for viewing,
780-967-4420 or 780-945-1723.
www.onowayinnandsuites.
com (4) 01-09 OG

In uncertain and troubled times like today, the importance of local
news and community connection is more evident than ever. You can
help support businesses in our community by purchasing gift cards for
later use, frequenting restaurants that are open for takeout or checking
to see if your favorite businesses have opened online stores. You can
also support the future of local news and reporting by reserving your
ad space today and letting our readers know how they can help you!
Together, we are all stronger.

local community • local economy • local news
In Print & Online | 780.962.9228 | www.com-voice.com
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