Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CAROL
SING GOES ONLINE
Submitted by Onoway
Regional Ministerial
The Onoway Regional
Ministrial is delighted to
present a Christmas Carol
Sing with the Covid twist.
On December 6th 2020 on
YouTube and Facebook the
Carol Service will be posted.
The Christmas Scriptures
will be read by the ministers
of the local churches or the
Church representatives and

there will be carols sung by
some of their church families. All recorded separately
under strict Covid protocols.
The link will be on the
Onoway Wall4all, Church
websites, and the Church
Bulletins or check with the
Churches involved in the
Rich Valley Community ,
Stepping Out Ministry, Onoway Baptist, Seventh Day
Adventist, St John the Di-

vine Anglican in Onoway,
and St Rose of Lima Catholic in Onoway.
You can watch when you
want, in your Pj’s, gather
other families members
together on other devices,
for this year the number of
ways you can share with
parents, family, children
and friends is amazing.
Continued on Page 7

NORTHERN GATEWAY
TEACHERS AUTHORIZE
STRIKE VOTE
Submitted by The Alberta Teachers’ Association
Teachers employed by
Northern Gateway School
Division have voted 99 per
cent in favour of authorizing the Alberta Teachers’
Association to request a
government-super vised
strike vote.
The teachers have been

working for over two years
without a finalized collective agreement. Northern
Gateway is one of only
seven school boards in
the province that have not
reached a local settlement
for the 2018/19 and 2019/20
school years.
“Northern Gateway teachers are frustrated, and disappointed that they are

being treated without consideration, in light of everything they are being challenged with while teaching
in the middle of a pandemic. While the teachers were
trying to negotiate, the employer decided to stall the
finalizing of a contract that
expired two years ago.
Continued on Page 2
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Northern Gateway Teachers Authorize
Strike Vote
Continued from Page 1
“There is enough stress
right now, and teachers
do not need to deal with
contract negotiations that
could lead to job actions
because the employer won’t
settle on standard working
conditions.” —Katrina Zack,
President, ATA Northern
Gateway Local No 43
At a general meeting held
November 16, the teachers reviewed the last offer
proposed by the division,
which attempts to strip
their collective agreement
of a number of long-standing provisions that are
standard parts of collective
agreements elsewhere.
Zack says a work stoppage
can be avoided if the board
returns to bargaining and
bargains constructively in
an effort to reach a reasonable agreement in line with
those already signed across

the province.
“Our teachers just want to
be treated similarly to the
over 98 per cent of teachers who have settled their
agreements. We are not
making unreasonable demands; we just want to be
treated fairly. We are prepared to negotiate if the
board is willing to engage in
meaningful discussions—a
work stoppage is a last resort.” —Katrina Zack, President, ATA Northern Gateway Local No 43
A government-appointed
mediator concluded that
the two sides were too far
apart to reach a mediated settlement and chose to
“write out” of the process
on November 2. This left
the parties free to reach an
agreement on their own or,
following a two-week cooling off period, to begin the
process of moving toward a
strike or lockout. Following

the November 16 authorization vote, Northern Gateway teachers can now apply
to hold a government-supervised strike vote at any
time. If a strike mandate is
approved, teachers could
legally strike after providing 48 hours’ notice to the
employer.
The Alberta Teachers’ Association is the professional
association of teachers in
Alberta and acts as the bargaining agent for all teachers employed in public,
separate and francophone
school divisions. Based in
Whitecourt, Northern Gateway School Division employs approximately 300
full- and part-time teachers
in public schools serving
the communities and surrounding areas of Alberta
Beach, Onoway, Rich Valley,
Darwell, Sangudo, Mayerthorpe, Whitecourt, Fox
Creek and Valleyview.

November 24, 2020

CommunityVOICE

Page 3

Page 4

November 24, 2020

CommunityVOICE

ALBERTA BEACH MUNICIPAL LIBRARY
NEWS! 50/50 RAFFLE DRAW AND
BOOK/DVD SALES!

Submitted by Alberta
Beach Municipal Library
Hello everyone! It’s been a
busy time for us at the library,
even during this pandemic.
Some people have the impression that libraries are just
books but that is so far from
the truth. People do come in
for reading material, books
and magazines, as well as for
DVDs and audiobooks. But we
also have people coming in for

faxing, scanning, photocopying, computers, wifi. We are
seeing more and more people
coming in for help navigating
on the computer, as more and
more businesses and government agencies accept paperwork and inquiries only by
computer.
For the first few weeks of
the pandemic we were able to
offer curbside service to our
patrons. After that our Board
made the decision to close for

a couple of months. Our staff
were still in, doing paperwork
and tasks around the building that you only do during a
pandemic. We did experience
a drop in revenue over the
several months that we were
closed to the public so our
Friends of the Library Society
has launched a 50/50 raffle to
help us out. Tickets are $5 each
and the draw date is Dec. 12.
1000 tickets were printed so
with a sellout the lucky winner

will take home $2500. Tickets
are available at Mama’s in the
Kitchen, Beachcomber Salon
(Chere), Beach Liquor (beside
hotel), ATB Bank (Heidi), Onoway Public Library, and, of
course, the Alberta Beach Library. We have received tremendous support from people
in our communities but we just
need a bit more help to make it
a sell-out.
Continued on Page 8
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HALLOWEEN CONTEST FOR
LEMONADE DAY WAS SUCCESSFUL
FOR OUR YOUTH AND A
PARTICULAR CLASS IN OUR AREA!

Submitted by Community Futures Yellowhead
East
Community Futures Yellowhead East is keeping the
momentum strong for Lemonade Day! This program
has seen so many youth put
on their business thinking
caps, using creativity and
dedication to start, own and
operate their own business.
In spite Lemonade Day
being cancelled for the 2020
year Lemonade Day North-

Blake - Barrhead
School winner

ern Alberta offered a virtual
Halloween Lemonade Day
contest with youth coloring
and writing about their own
Halloween drink and recipe.
All students in Mrs. Wie-

renga’s class from Barrhead
Elementary
participated with one lucky winner,
Blake, for his creativity
and participation. Thanks
to Barrhead Elementary

School and Mrs. Wierenga
and class for making the
most of this virtual Lemonade Day, Halloween spin off.
Who knew that lemonade
could be so spooky!

Page 6

November 24, 2020

CommunityVOICE

FACE COVERINGS ARE NOW REQUIRED
in all Indoor, Enclosed Public Spaces and Public Vehicles in the Town of Whitecourt

Submitted by Town of
Whitecourt
NOVEMBER 17, 2020
The Town of Whitecourt has
adopted Temporary Mandatory Face Coverings Bylaw
1560. Whitecourt is designated a “watch” zone by Alberta
Health Services, and as such
the bylaw is now in effect,
and will remain active for a
period of 30 days following
the removal of the Provincial
“watch” status. As per the bylaw, face coverings are now
mandatory in all indoor, enclosed public spaces, as well
as within public vehicles.
The practice of wearing a
face covering or mask will
complement other prevention and public health mea-

sures that the Town of Whitecourt has been promoting to
the community, including:
physical distancing, cohorting, good hand hygiene, staying home when sick, and increased cleaning of surfaces.
Per the Whitecourt Temporary Mandatory Face Coverings Bylaw, a “face covering” means a mask or other
face covering that covers the
mouth, nose and chin ensuring a barrier that limits the
transmission of infectious respiratory droplets.
The following exceptions
are identified in bylaw:
• Children that are 5 years
old and younger;
• People unable to wear a
face covering due to a mental
or physical concern or limita-

tion, or protected ground under the Alberta Human Rights
Act;
• People consuming food or
drink in designated seating
areas or as part of religious or
spiritual ceremony;
• People engaged in water
activities or physical exercise;
• People providing care or
assistance to a person with a
disability where a face covering would hinder that caregiving or assistance;
• People engaging in services that require the temporary removal of a face covering;
• Areas exclusively accessed
or used by the Public Place’s
employees or a Public Vehicle operator, provided that
physical barriers or physical

distancing practices are implemented between any person not required to wear a
face covering by operation of
this exception and any other
person.
This bylaw does not apply to
the following places: schools,
post-secondary institutions,
daycares and childcare centres governed by the Child
Care Licensing Act, hospitals
and health care facilities. For
more information, please refer to Bylaw 1560.
Information for businesses,
including posters that can be
printed and displayed at store
entrances, and frequently
asked questions for all community members are available on www.whitecourt.ca/
COVID-19.
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Annual Christmas Carol Sing Goes Online
Continued from Page 1
Not braving winter weather and some winters it has
been very cold . I remember
a blizzard, -25C, a howling
wind and, yes, even rain.
So we are going to send
our efforts and Blessings to
you, our dear friends, online. Everything this year is
so new to all of us and we
don’t want you to feel you
have missed out on something that means so much
to our community.
We often get close to 200

people coming to the Onoway Community Hall for
this special event, maybe
this year more will be able
to be part of the Christmas
Carol Sing. Maybe, with the
children all scrubbed up
ready for bed, all in your
pajamas, or with your family that would normally go
to the service, you can follow along. You could even
save it for Christmas Eve as
this year will be a different
Christmas. Gather all the
family, however scattered,
and get them together on

their devices and have a
special sharing time.
All the Ministers want to
share with you the birth of
Jesus and their love of the
Lord with this service via
the written word of the bible. The service contains no
sermons just the Word in
the readings and songs. We
do hope that you enjoy our
attempt to fill the void so
many are feeling.
The Local Churches send
you the Blessings of the
Lord and if you feel lonely
or sad please contact a lo-
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cal church for some kind
words.
And, Please if you can,
donate to your local food
banks as the need is great
this year

Page 8

CommunityVOICE

November 24, 2020

Alberta Beach Municipal Library News! 50/50
Raffle Draw and Book/DVD Sales!
Continued from Page 4
Please drop in to our library
or any of these great community-minded establishments
to get your tickets. We have
about 100 left and we would
love a sell-out! If you would
like to purchase tickets by
e-transfer, you can send it to
ablibrary@yrl.ab.ca. Send us
your name and phone number and we’ll send you a picture of your tickets.
As many of you know, we
were unable to hold our annual book/DVD sale during
Polynesian Days. Since we

are crammed to the rafters
with books and DVDs, we
decided to hold a mini-sale.
Our DVDs are out for sale until the end of November and
then we will put our books
out. There’s a lot of selection
so come on in and browse.
DVDs are $3 each, $10 for 4,
and $20 for 10. Books will be
by donation.
During the pandemic we
partnered with Onoway
Public Library to make and
distribute kid and adult craft
bags. They have been a big
hit in both of our communities and around the county

and so we have decided to
continue assembling and distributing these bags. Thank
you our FCSS funders for financial assistance towards
this project.
Our book club is still going strong, with almost 30
people participating. Due to
the pandemic and social distancing, we had to split the
book club into two, with one
group meeting one night and
the other meeting a second
night. This has worked out
very well.
In November and December
we are hosting craft/paint

night for people 10 and older.
Sessions are limited to 10 or
fewer participants and everyone is masked and socially
distanced (unless they are in
the same cohort). There has
been fantastic response to
these nights and we hope to
offer them again in the new
year. We have some very
talented people around our
communities.
For more information about
programs, events, or 50/50
tickets please contact us at
780-924-3491, ablibrary@yrl.
ab.ca or on facebook at “Alberta Beach Municipal”
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Classified Policy
CLASSIFIED RATES INCLUDE GST.
1st 20 Words: First Insertion = $6.00;
Subsequent insertion = $3.00 each.
(Eg: 2 insertions = $9.00; 3 insertions
= $12.00; 4 insertions = $15.00; etc)
Each additional word is 20 cents per
word, per insertion. BOLD/CAPITAL
text available for an additional $1/
line. Lost & Found and To Give Away
(up to a max. of 25 words) are free of
charge. Ads must be paid in advance
either by cheque, cash, Visa or
Mastercard. No Refunds Allowed on
Classified Ads. DEADLINE: is Thurs.
4:00 pm (Wed. 4:00 pm on long
weekends). Classified ads may be
called in to the COMMUNITY VOICE
office at (780) 962-9228, emailed
to:
classifieds@com-voice.com,
dropped off at Onoway Registries,
or mailed with your ad and payment
to: COMMUNITY VOICE, BAG 3595,
SPRUCE GROVE, AB T7X 3A8. Ads
may also be placed on the web at
www.com-voice.com/classified.htm

Hall Rentals
Alberta Beach Agliplex, Susan 780996-2960.
Alberta Beach & District Seniors
50+ Club. Air conditioning! Space
Available! Val: 780-690-1655 or
Dianne: 780-217-8482
Anselmo Community Hall, Phone
780-786-4280
Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813
Cherhill Legion, Mary 780-785-3578.
Cherhill Community
Kevin 780-785-8153

Assoc.

Hall,

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-8923099

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 780785-2907

Manley Goodwill Community Hall,
963-9165 or 916-0146

Parkland Village Community Centre,
780-298-9155 @PVCCentre

Goose Lake Hall, Contact Deanna
(780) 584-3738

Mayerthorpe
Diamond
Charlotte at 786-4659

Ravine Community Hall, 325-2240

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-9452

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-2470.

Rich Valley Community Hall, 967-5710
or 967-3696

Hathersage Community
Noreen at 786-2946

Onoway Community Hall, 967-4749.

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-7984

Onoway Heritage Center - Gym/
Classrooms, 967-1015

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 967-2873

Centre,

Lake Isle Community Hall, PH: 780892-3121 or Email: lakeislehall@mail.
com
Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Centre,

Onoway Legion , 967-4980

Sangudo Community Hall, 785-2904
or 305-4616

Park Court Community Hall, 7274476

Stettin Nakumun Comm. Hall, 9679198
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Dog Caretaker
Alberta
Beach
&
Surrounding Areas, thinking
of a Seasonal Getaway?
Worried about leaving your
dog in a kennel? Don’t worry
anymore, you can leave your
pet with me! There is a wrap
around deck and courtyard!
I will provide tender loving
care, with walks every day.
Best of all, I’m cheaper than
a kennel! Daily drop in’s or
overnight stays welcome. If
interested call 780-920-4166
(4) 24-11 OG

Computers
FREE COMPUTER CHECKUP
- Repairs NOT over $50.
FREE REPAIRS for Single
Parents and low income
Seniors. Erase or Save hard
drive, pictures, documents.
Good PC, Laptops, Screens,
Batteries, Parts. DONATE
used Laptops, Tablets, Cell
Phones for parts or repairs
(will clear all data). Call 780892-2407 (15) 20-10

Vehicles
2008 BMW 335i For Sale,
157,000 kms, Black on black,
auto, Brand new tires &
rims, Brand new serpentine
belt(have receipts), Brand
new spark plugs & ignition
coils, Power steering &
coolant flushed, No rips on
seats (MINT), Car sits on
coilovers, Downpipes, Tail
Q blow off valve, K&N cone
air filters, Dinan MHD stage
1+ tune installed, Also a set
of winter tires ready to go,
Only ever used premium fuel,
Car is in amazing condition
for the year! $ 10,900. No
trades, no lowballers, serious
inquiries only, Not in a rush
to sell the vehicle, can only
be viewed on week days after
4pm & weekends anytime, if
u have any questions text or
call 780-908-6659 (S) OG

Buy & Sell
I Buy Gun Collections, World
War 2 collectibles, Call Jay

Love for a quote 780-6861350 Stony Plain (28) 03-11

For Rent
Alberta Beach Hotel - Rooms
For Rent nightly from $65 and
Monthly from $650. Contact
Joanne @ 780-907-0463 or
e-mail
jmrobinson2002@
hotmail.com (8) 20-10
Completely renovated Motel
in Onoway, AB. offering
daily, weekly or monthly
rentals. All utilities included,
55 inch tv with Satellite.
Double bedrooms, furnished

bachelors with full kitchen
and furnished 1 bedrooms
with full kitchen available.
Starting at $950 + tax. Please
call for viewing, 780-9674420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4)
24-11 OG

For Lease
Alberta
Beach
Hotel
Restaurant for Lease. We
are offering the restaurant
for sub lease for Dec or Jan
opening. Restaurant is 40
seat with approx. 1079 square

feet seating and a 300 square
foot kitchen. Contact Joanne
@ 780-907-0463 or e-mail
jmrobinson2002@hotmail.
com (8) 20-10

Land For Rent
25 Acres, land for lease/rent
or storage, open to ideas.
Half pasture, fenced & cross
fenced, South of Darwell
Cemetery, Hwy 765. Call 780892-2413 (2) 24-11
220 Acres of grain land for
rent, near Onoway. Best Offer,
Call 780-910-5472 (16) 24-11
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As your community newspaper, we are committed to
delivering the latest and most accurate COVID-19
news and local updates. We also remain dedicated
to serving our local advertisers, as they struggle to
overcome unprecedented economic challenges
resulting from the pandemic.

ADVERTISERS, call 780.962.9228
to learn how we can help you.

In uncertain and troubled times like today, the importance of local
news and community connection is more evident than ever. You can
help support businesses in our community by purchasing gift cards for
later use, frequenting restaurants that are open for takeout or checking
to see if your favorite businesses have opened online stores. You can
also support the future of local news and reporting by reserving your
ad space today and letting our readers know how they can help you!
Together, we are all stronger.

local community • local economy • local news
In Print & Online | 780.962.9228 | www.com-voice.com
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