Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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WHITECOURT TOWN
COUNCIL UPDATE
Submitted by Town of
Whitecourt
Whitecourt Town Council
has adopted new Municipal
Design Standards that will
come into effect January 1,
2021. The Municipal Design
Standards outline the Town
of Whitecourt’s minimum
requirements for design and
construction of municipal
infrastructure within our

community. The Standards
help to ensure that new
municipal infrastructure is
acceptable with regard to
overall quality, safety, functionality,
environmental
considerations, operation,
maintenance and life cycle
costs. The document and
associated best practices
were developed with input
from the general public,
along with local developers

and engineers.
The Government of Alberta recently implemented a
Municipal Indicators Dashboard which uses performance measures to ensure
Albertans live in viable municipalities and communities with responsible, collaborative and accountable
local governments.
Continued on Page 2

CRA OPENS APPLICATIONS
FOR THE CANADA
EMERGENCY RENT SUBSIDY
Submitted by Gerald Soroka, MP for Yellowhead
OTTAWA: Gerald Soroka,
Member of Parliament for
Yellowhead is pleased to
advise that qualifying organizations can apply directly
for the new Canada Emergency Rent Subsidy (CERS)
through the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) without
the need to claim the assis-

tance through their landlords. Applicants can claim
the subsidy retroactively
for the period that began on
September 27 and ended on
October 24, 2020. Applications for the second CERS
period (October 25 to November 21, 2020) will open
on November 30.
Organizations can include rent and other eligible amounts already paid

in respect of a claim period
as well as amounts that are
payable for the claim period
when submitting their CERS
applications. Amounts that
are not paid at the time of
the application will have
to be paid no later than 60
days after payment of the
subsidy.
Continued on Page 9
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Whitecourt Town Council Update
Continued from Page 1
The dashboard uses 13 financial and governance risk
indicators as benchmarks
to rate the performance of
all municipalities across
the province. The Town of
Whitecourt did not trigger
any of the performance indicators, and is deemed “not
at risk” by Alberta Municipal Affairs. The Municipal
Indicators Results report
is available online at www.
alberta.ca/municipal-indicators.aspx.

Marlene Pinchbeck has
been appointed the Returning Officer for the 2021 Municipal Election. The election will be held on October
18, 2021.
Whitecourt Town Council has approved a request
from the Whitecourt & District Chamber of Commerce
for use of Rotary Park for
a drive through parade
route on Friday, December
11. The Chamber previously requested road closures
in the downtown core for
a stationary parade, but
changing COVID-19 protocols regarding gatherings
prompted a new request.
Details on the event will
be shared and promoted
through the Whitecourt &
District Chamber of Commerce website and social
media platforms.
Whitecourt will be entering into an agreement with
Alberta Transportation for

the Transportation Routing
and Vehicle Information
System – Multi-Jurisdiction
(TRAVIS-MJ). The agreement will come into effect
on April 1, 2021 and will provide Alberta Transportation
the ability to administer
overweight and/or over dimensional vehicle permits
for the designated truck
route within Whitecourt.
Whitecourt Town Council
denied a request to waive
tax penalties for 957661 Alberta Ltd.
Whitecourt Town Council
has scheduled an Electronic
Special Meeting on Tuesday,
December 1 at 4:00 p.m. to
discuss the Regional Business Park Feasibility Study
Phase 3. Due to the nature
of the discussion, the majority of the meeting will be
held in Closed Session per
the Freedom of Information
and Protection of Privacy
(FOIP) Act.
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UNWRAPPING RED TAPE ON CHRISTMAS
Alberta’s government has removed the $5 fee for harvesting up to
three Christmas trees from Crown land for personal use.

Submitted by Government of Alberta
Eliminating the fee will
save
Albertans
almost
$100,000 and make it easier for individuals to get
their own Christmas trees
and firewood from Alberta’s
87 million acres of forested
land.
“I hope Albertans take the
time to go out with their
families to find the perfect
Christmas tree this year.
Alberta has so much to offer and we’re blessed to live
in the most free and open
place in the world.” - Devin
Dreeshen, Minister of Agriculture and Forestry
Through the Personal Use
Forest Products Permit, Albertans will receive a map
of where they can go to access their trees. Permits can

be obtained online. For a
confirmation email that includes a digital version of
the permit, Albertans must
click “view” after completing all steps. If you have any
questions, reach out to one
of Alberta’s forest area offices.
“The Christmas tree is an
important symbol of hope
and joy this coming Christmas season. By cutting red
tape and adopting a best
practice, we’re giving a little light to Albertans whose
tradition includes retrieving their own trees.” - Grant
Hunter, Associate Minister
of Red Tape Reduction
A Personal Use Forest
Products Permit is valid for
30 days. During that 30-day
period, the permit holder
may harvest up to:
• three Christmas trees

• five cubic metres of firewood
• five cubic metres of
roundwood, often used for
fence posts and rails
• 20 tree transplants
Five cubic metres represents about three level
truckloads.
Background
Getting a permit before
harvesting Crown timber is still the law. Permits
help preserve our forests
for generations to come by
keeping track of the number of trees being harvested, outlining rules to be
followed and ensuring that
public harvesting is done
safely. The Personal Use
Forest Products Permit is
for small-scale personal use
only. Any timber harvested
with this permit is not for
resale.

Harvesting without a permit or selling Crown timber are contraventions under Forests Act Section 10
and Timber Management
Regulation
Section
68.
The penalty ranges from a
minimum of $50 to several
thousand dollars based on
the amount of timber harvested. If the volume of timber is significant, the Crown
is authorized by the Forests
Act to seize all of the harvested volume and could
pursue prosecution.
Quick facts
• There were 8,116 provincial permits sold for Christmas trees in 2018 and 8,353
permits sold in 2019.
• Another approximately 10,000 permits per year
are sold for other approved
uses such as firewood.
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EASTERN ALBERTA DISTRICT GENERAL
INVESTIGATION SECTION ARREST
THREE FOR ATM THEFTS

Submitted by Alberta
RCMP
During the evening of Nov.
16, 2020, at approximately
11:00 p.m., the Eastern Alberta District General Investigation Section (EADGIS) with the assistance of
the Westlock RCMP initiated a pursuit with a male
known to be on outstanding
warrants. The pursuit lasted
nearly two hours and the
suspect switched vehicles
several times before evading police capture.
During the early afternoon
hours of Nov. 17, 2020 at
approximately 12:30 p.m.,
EADGIS with the assistance
of the RCMP Emergency
Response Team (ERT), Hinton GIS, Western Alberta
District Intel Coordinator,
Westlock, Redwater, and
Athabasca RCMP Detachments, collaborated in the
arrest of the same male
pursued the previous night.
Daniel Patrick O’Donnell
(33) of no fixed address was
arrested in Rochester, Alta.,
after fleeing a property in
a stolen vehicle along with
another male. ERT initiated a pursuit and the stolen
vehicle was disabled. Both
males were taken into custody without incident. The
additional male was identified as Lorne Kyle Jack
Harris (33) of Barrhead,
Alta. A search of the vehicle
located a loaded, sawed off
prohibited shot gun and numerous rounds of ammunition.
Officers also arrested an
adult female at the property. Charlie Louise Bronson
(35) of Athabasca, Alta., was
wanted on an outstanding
warrant out of the Barrhead
RCMP Detachment.
EADGIS became involved
in attempting to locate
O’Donnell after a lengthy
year long investigation
into ATM thefts around the

province of Alberta spanning from September 2019
to Nov. 17, 2020. O’Donnell
was identified as a suspect
in multiple investigations
and is alleged to have committed a number of crimes
which resulted in significant property damage in
the towns of Legal, Slave
Lake, Swan Hills, Whitecourt, Edson, Athabasca,

Hinton, Barrhead and the
Hamlets of Niton Junction
and Grand Cache. The ATM
thefts were from multiple businesses including a
credit union, gas stations,
and a lounge.
Harris was also identified as a suspect in multiple ATM thefts around the
province of Alberta spanning from Oct. 15, 2019 to

Nov. 21, 2019. Harris is alleged to have committed
a number of crimes which
resulted in significant property damage within the
towns of Fox Creek, Swan
Hills, Whitecourt, Edson,
and High Prairie. The ATM
thefts were from multiple
businesses including gas
stations and a lounge.
Continued on Page 8
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Eastern Alberta District General Investigation
Section Arrest Three For ATM Thefts
Continued from Page 7
O’Donnell is facing 60
charges
from
numerous RCMP detachments
across Alberta. Some of the
charges include:
• Participation in a criminal organization (x11)
• Break and enter/theft
(x12)

• Disguise with intent (x10)
• Flight from police (x5)
• Possession of stolen
property (x7)
Harris is facing 25 charges
from numerous RCMP detachments across Alberta.
Some of the charges include:
• Participation in a criminal organization (x5)

• Break and enter/theft
(x5)
• Disguise with intent (x4)
• Possession of property
obtained by crime (x5)
• Flight from police
Bronson is facing four
charges relating to an ATM
theft that occurred in High
Prairie on Nov. 21, 2019. The
charges include:

• Participation in a criminal organization
• Break and enter/theft
• Disguise with intent
• Possession of property
obtained by crime
The three accused were
remanded into custody after judicial hearings with
multiple court dates and
locations in various jurisdictions where the crimes
occurred. During this crime
spree, the amount of money
stolen from the eight ATM
thefts was over $100,000
along with merchandise
from separate instances.
Damages from these incidents are estimated are estimated to be over $500,000.
“This investigation has resulted in over 80 charges
being laid and it continues,”
says Corporal Robert Burgess, EADGIS. “We continue
to collaborate with multiple RCMP Detachments
to bring those responsible
for these crimes before the
courts.”
EADGIS continue to investigate the ATM thefts
that occurred in the towns
and Hamlets noted and
are asking anyone with information regarding these
thefts to contact them at
780-645-8870. If you wish
to remain anonymous, you
can contact Crime Stoppers
at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS),
online at www.P3Tips.com
or by using the “P3 Tips”
app available through the
Apple App or Google Play
Store.
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BLUE-GREEN ALGAE (CYANOBACTERIA)
BLOOM ADVISORY LIFTED

Submitted by Alberta
Health Services
Recent weather has cooled
lake and reservoir water
temperatures to such an extent that blue-green algae is
no longer a health concern,
including in 24 bodies of
water in North Zone, all of
which had previously been
placed under blue-green algae (cyanobacteria) bloom

advisories.
Effective immediately, Alberta Health Services has
lifted the blue-green algae
(cyanobacteria) bloom advisories for:
• Baptiste Lake
• Bear Lake
• Calling Lake
• Chatwin Lake
• Chickakoo Lake
• Floatingstone Lake
• Fork Lake
• Garner Lake

• Goose Lake
• Hawrelak Park Lake
• Iosegun Lake
• Lac La Biche Lake
• Lac La Nonne
• Lac Sante
• Lac Ste. Anne
• Lake Isle
• Lawrence Lake
• Long Lake
• Lower Thérien Lake
• Matchayaw (Devil’s) Lake
• Mink Lake
• Moose Lake

• Pigeon Lake
• Steele Lake
• Stoney Lake
• Sturgeon Lake
• Vincent Lake
• Wabamun Lake
• Winagami Lake
As always, visitors and
residents are reminded to
never drink or cook with
untreated water directly
from any lake or reservoir,
at any time.

CRA Opens Applications for the Canada
Emergency Rent Subsidy
Continued from Page 1
CRA will collect applications over the coming days
and, on November 30, process applications received
to date. Qualifying organizations whose claims suc-

cessfully clear the CRA’s
automated verification system and that are registered
for direct deposit should
expect to begin receiving
payments starting on December 4.
Link to:
My Business
Account portal:
https://

w w w. c a n a d a . c a / e n /
revenue-agency/services/e-ser vices/e-services-businesses/business-account.html
Link to: Represent a Client
portal: https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/
services/e-services/repre-

sent-a-client.html
More information can be
found at: https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/subsidy/
emergency-rent-subsidy/
cers-how-apply.html
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Dog Caretaker
Alberta
Beach
&
Surrounding Areas, thinking
of a Seasonal Getaway?
Worried about leaving your
dog in a kennel? Don’t worry
anymore, you can leave your
pet with me! There is a wrap
around deck and courtyard!
I will provide tender loving
care, with walks every day.
Best of all, I’m cheaper than
a kennel! Daily drop in’s or
overnight stays welcome. If
interested call 780-920-4166
(4) 24-11 OG

Computers
FREE COMPUTER CHECKUP
- Repairs NOT over $50.
FREE REPAIRS for Single
Parents and low income
Seniors. Erase or Save hard
drive, pictures, documents.
Good PC, Laptops, Screens,
Batteries, Parts. DONATE
used Laptops, Tablets, Cell
Phones for parts or repairs
(will clear all data). Call 780892-2407 (15) 20-10

Vehicles
2008 BMW 335i For Sale,
157,000 kms, Black on black,
auto, Brand new tires &
rims, Brand new serpentine
belt(have receipts), Brand
new spark plugs & ignition
coils, Power steering &
coolant flushed, No rips on
seats (MINT), Car sits on
coilovers, Downpipes, Tail
Q blow off valve, K&N cone
air filters, Dinan MHD stage
1+ tune installed, Also a set
of winter tires ready to go,
Only ever used premium fuel,
Car is in amazing condition
for the year! $ 10,900. No
trades, no lowballers, serious
inquiries only, Not in a rush
to sell the vehicle, can only
be viewed on week days after
4pm & weekends anytime, if
u have any questions text or
call 780-908-6659 (S) OG

Buy & Sell
I Buy Gun Collections, World
War 2 collectibles, Call Jay

Love for a quote 780-6861350 Stony Plain (28) 03-11

For Rent
Alberta Beach Hotel - Rooms
For Rent nightly from $65 and
Monthly from $650. Contact
Joanne @ 780-907-0463 or
e-mail
jmrobinson2002@
hotmail.com (8) 20-10
Completely renovated Motel
in Onoway, AB. offering
daily, weekly or monthly
rentals. All utilities included,

55 inch tv with Satellite.
Double bedrooms, furnished
bachelors with full kitchen
and furnished 1 bedrooms
with full kitchen available.
Starting at $950 + tax. Please
call for viewing, 780-9674420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4)
24-11 OG

For Lease
Alberta
Beach
Hotel
Restaurant for Lease. We

are offering the restaurant
for sub lease for Dec or Jan
opening. Restaurant is 40
seat with approx. 1079 square
feet seating and a 300 square
foot kitchen. Contact Joanne
@ 780-907-0463 or e-mail
jmrobinson2002@hotmail.
com (8) 20-10

Land For Rent
220 Acres of grain land for
rent, near Onoway. Best Offer,
Call 780-910-5472 (16) 24-11
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