
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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EXPANDING FUNDING TO 

SUPPORT NEW BUSINESSES

LIMITED PROVINCEWIDE 
CHANGES TO PUBLIC
HEALTH MEASURES

Submitted by Govern-
ment of Alberta

Alberta’s government is ex-
panding its relaunch grant to 
ensure new businesses have 
access to the supports they 
need.

To better support Alberta’s 
small business community 
through the ongoing pub-
lic health crisis, the Alberta 
government is expanding the 
Small and Medium Enterprise 
Relaunch Grant to allow new 

businesses to apply. By ex-
panding applications to busi-
nesses that started operating 
between March 1 and October 
31, 2020, up 5,000 more Alber-
ta businesses will be eligible 
for this funding.

New Alberta businesses im-
pacted by public health orders 
will need to demonstrate a 
30 per cent reduction of rev-
enue using revenue figures 
from November or December 
2020 compared with any prior 
month between March to Oc-

tober 2020. The payment is 15 
per cent of their monthly reve-
nue, for a maximum of $15,000 
in funding available for each 
business.

“We’ve been listening, and 
new businesses need our sup-
port. We’ve already provided 
funding to more than 40,000 
businesses, and we’re open-
ing it up to more.” - Doug 
Schweitzer, Minister of Jobs, 
Economy and Innovation 

Continued on Page 4

Submitted by Govern-
ment of Alberta

Easing of restrictions for out-
door gatherings, personal ser-
vices and funeral attendance 
will take effect Jan. 18.

While indoor gatherings re-
main prohibited, up to 10 peo-
ple will be allowed at outdoor 
social gatherings. Personal and 
wellness services will be al-
lowed to open by appointment 

only. Funeral ceremony atten-
dance will be increased to 20 
people, with mandatory mask-
ing and two metre physical 
distancing. Funeral receptions 
are still not allowed.

All Albertans, businesses, or-
ganizations and service pro-
viders must continue to follow 
all other existing health mea-
sures.

“Albertans have done a good 
job of staying the course and 

abiding by public health mea-
sures, but we are still seeing 
high hospitalizations and case 
numbers, and this continues 
to put a serious strain on our 
health-care system. How much 
further we can ease restric-
tions depends on our collective 
efforts over the coming days 
and weeks to limit the spread 
of the virus.” - Tyler Shandro, 
Minister of Health 

Continued on Page 4
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MUNICIPAL LEADERS LAUNCH 
COVID-19 MEDIA CAMPAIGN

Submitted by Lac Ste. 
Anne County

In the wake of Alberta’s re-
cent declaration of a State 
of Public Health Emergen-
cy due to COVID-19, Lac 
Ste. Anne County Council 
is working with the auton-
omous towns and summer 
villages within its borders 
to reinforce the importance 
of universal public compli-
ance with the heightened 
provincial restrictions.

Appropriately titled Bend 

the Curve, the joint mu-
nicipal media campaign 
reminds community mem-
bers of the power they 
possess to bend the curve 
downward on COVID-19 
numbers. It also sends a 
message of gratitude to lo-
cals who already support 
the greater social good by 
heeding the public health 
restrictions.

“By consistently following 
AHS rules like self- isolat-
ing and physical distancing, 
we are making altruistic 
choices that help keep each 
other safe - especially our 
vulnerable populations,” 
stated County Reeve Joe 
Blakeman, architect of the 
Bend the Curve campaign.

Awareness of this messag-
ing is being supported via 
web and social media chan-
nels of the County and part-
ner municipalities includ-
ing Mayerthorpe, Onoway 
and Alberta Beach. A digital 

ad campaign has also been 
launched in an effort to 
reach every household in 
the region during the holi-
day season.

An informational micro-
site has been launched by 
the County and its partner 
municipalities at bendthe-
curve.ca. The site breaks 
down the provincial regu-
lations in simple terms, and 
provides some sobering lo-
cal numbers to drive home 
the importance of heeding 
the health restrictions. It 
also leverages important 
regional data and resourc-
es, including daily updates 
from Alberta’s Chief Medi-
cal Officer Dr. Deena Hin-
shaw.

“This is our shared duty as 
rural Albertans,” continued 
Reeve Blakeman. “Chal-
lenging times are ahead, 
and I’m asking Lac Ste. Anne 
citizens to do their part. To-
gether we can win this.”

January 19, 2021
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Expanding Funding To Support New Businesses

Limited Provincewide Changes to Public Health Measures

Continued from Page 1 

The Small and Medium En-
terprise Relaunch Grant offers 
financial assistance to Alberta 
businesses, cooperatives and 
non-profit organizations with 
fewer than 500 employees that 
faced restrictions or closures 
from public health orders, and 
experienced a revenue loss of 
at least 30 per cent due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Businesses can use the fund-
ing as they see fit to offset the 
costs they are facing as they 
relaunch their businesses. This 
includes the costs of imple-
menting measures to prevent 

the spread of COVID-19, such 
as physical barriers, PPE and 
cleaning supplies, as well as 
rent, employee wages or re-
placing inventory. The funds 
can also be used to help busi-
nesses expand their online 
presence or e-commerce op-
portunities so that they can 
continue to serve customers.

The program launched at the 
end of June with a budget of 
up to $200 million. To ensure 
Alberta businesses have access 
to the supports they need, the 
budget was increased to $500 
million. More program details 
will be outlined on the pro-
gram web page when finalized. 

Applications will be open until 
March 31, 2021, unless other-
wise communicated.

Alberta’s Recovery Plan is 
a bold, ambitious long-term 
strategy to build, diversify, and 
create tens of thousands of 
jobs now. By building schools, 
roads and other core infra-
structure we are benefiting our 
communities. By diversifying 
our economy and attract-
ing investment with Canada’s 
most competitive tax environ-
ment, we are putting Alberta 
on a path for a generation of 
growth.

Quick facts
• Any new company that 

meets the 30 per cent thresh-
old will be able to apply for the 
grant starting February 4, 2021. 

- Small businesses that may 
be eligible under the new rules 
should wait until February 4 to 
apply, to avoid being deemed 
ineligible.

• Additional supports for 
businesses are available 
through the Federal Govern-
ment

• Small and medium-sized 
businesses represent 99.8% 
of all job creators in Alberta, 
employing more than 500,000 
Albertans.

Continued from Page 1

“Although we’ve seen a de-
cline in transmission, our 
health-care system is still at 
risk. We must remain diligent 
in our efforts to bring our 
numbers down even further. 

By easing some measures like 
outdoor gathering limits, we 
hope to support Albertans’ 
mental health, while still fol-
lowing other restrictions that 
are helping us reduce case 
numbers.” - Dr. Deena Hin-
shaw, chief medical officer of 

health 
Provincial and region-

al trends will continue to be 
monitored and assessed over 
the coming weeks to determine 
if further easing of restrictions 
may be considered.

Alberta’s government is re-

sponding to the COVID-19 
pandemic by protecting lives 
and livelihoods with precise 
measures to bend the curve, 
sustain small businesses and 
protect Alberta’s health-care 
system.
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TIGER TROUT AVAILABLE FOR THE 
FIRST TIME TO AQUACULTURE

Submitted by Smoky 
Trout Farm Limited

Tiger trout are being add-
ed as a licensed species of 
trout in 2021 for the Alber-
ta aquaculture industry 
and private pond owners 
throughout rural Alberta, 
including farmers, ranch-
ers and recreational prop-
erty owners. The licensing 
change from Alberta Envi-
ronment and Parks (AEP) is 
the culmination of years of 
cautious study, conversa-
tions between government 
and industry, and planning 
for the further introduction 
of the species.

Tiger trout are a hybrid 
of brown and brook trout. 
The species is desirable to 
anglers and sport fishers 
because of its unique “fight-
ing” style. Tiger trout in Al-
berta cannot reproduce. 
This enhances the fish’ ca-
pacity to grow to a large size 
after several years in water 
bodies with abundant food. 
These factors combine to 
lure anglers to any Alberta 
lake where they are stocked.

Excited customer demand 
from licensed pond owners 
has kept the Alberta aqua-
culture industry in talks 
with AEP for the past few 
years on the issue. This year, 
the Ministry has moved for-
ward with surplus eggs and 
fingerlings available to fish 
farms, plus adding tiger 
trout to private licenses. 

“For anglers and private 
pond owners who are se-
rious about the experi-
ence of catching fish, tiger 
trout have been a wish list 
species for several years 
in Alberta. Fish farms are 
like any business, we want 
to supply species that our 
customers find desirable. 
We couldn’t do this with-
out the support of AEP. We 
purchase the triploid eggs 
from them and rely on them 
for licensing to operate,” 
said Max Menard, owner of 
Smoky Trout Farm.

The move to expand li-

censing for tiger trout into 
the aquaculture industry 
follows almost eight years 
of careful, science-based 
introduction of the species 
into Alberta water bod-
ies. Scientists, regulators, 
hatchery staff, and fish and 
wildlife experts were, and 
continue to be involved at 
every point of the introduc-

tion. There will be up to 30 
provincially stocked lakes 
with tiger trout in 2021.

“We’re very careful on the 
stocking ratio, available 
food and other consider-
ations when stocking tiger 
trout. Tigers are a bit slow-
er growing, they take a few 
years to develop and food 
availability is very import-

ant,” said Craig Copeland 
with AEP.  “For working 
with the aquaculture indus-
try for stocking, there has 
been a very clear direction 
at AEP that our hatcheries 
can supply surplus to them. 
We’ll be providing eggs and 
fingerlings to fish farms, and 
pond owners can purchase 
stock from fish farms.”
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KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE: PREMIER KENNEY
Submitted by Govern-

ment of Alberta

Premier Jason Kenney 
issued the following state-
ment about reports Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden may 
cancel the Keystone XL 
pipeline permit:

“I am deeply concerned 
by reports that the incom-
ing administration of Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden may re-
peal the Presidential permit 

for the Keystone XL border 
crossing next week.

“Doing so would kill jobs 
on both sides of the border, 
weaken the critically im-
portant Canada-U.S. rela-
tionship, and undermine U.S. 
national security by making 
the United States more de-
pendent on OPEC oil im-
ports in the future.

“In 2019, the United States 
imported 9.14 million bar-
rels per day of petroleum, 3.7 

million of which came from 
Canada. The rest comes from 
countries like Venezuela and 
Saudi Arabia, none of whom 
share the commitment of 
Canada and the United States 
to environmental steward-
ship, combatting climate 
change, or North American 
energy security.

“As President-elect Biden’s 
green jobs plan acknowledg-
es, Americans will consume 
millions of barrels of oil per 

day for years to come. It is 
in perfect keeping with his 
plan that the United States 
energy needs should be met 
by a country that takes the 
challenges of climate change 
seriously.

“The Keystone XL pipeline 
also represents tens of thou-
sands of good-paying jobs 
that the American econo-
my needs right now. That is 
why major American labour 
unions who supported Pres-
ident-elect Biden’s campaign 
strongly back the project, as 
do First Nations who have 
signed partnership agree-
ments, and all state govern-
ments along the pipeline 
route.

“As the Government of 
Canada has said, building 
Keystone XL is ‘top of the 
agenda’ with the incoming 
Biden administration. Prime 
Minister Trudeau raised the 
issue with President-elect 
Biden on their November 
9, 2020, telephone meeting, 
agreeing ‘to engage on key 
issues, including … energy 
cooperation such as Key-
stone XL.’

“We renew our call on the 
incoming administration to 
show respect for Canada as 
the United States’ most im-
portant trading partner and 
strategic ally by keeping that 
commitment to engage, and 
to allow Canada to make the 
case for strengthening coop-
eration on energy, the envi-
ronment, and the economy 
through this project.

“Should the incoming U.S. 
Administration abrogate the 
Keystone-XL permit, Alberta 
will work with TC Energy to 
use all legal avenues avail-
able to protect its interest in 
the project.”
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FIRST NATIONS SIGN HISTORIC 
AGREEMENT WITH ALBERTA

Submitted by Govern-
ment of Alberta

“The recovery we are driv-
ing for this province, after 
unprecedented economic 
and social challenges, will not 
be complete without Indige-
nous involvement. It’s a great 
moral imperative – ensuring 
Alberta’s opportunities and 
prosperity are shared with 
First Nations – the first peo-
ples, the first entrepreneurs 
and the first stewards of this 
rich land on which we stand. 
And the protocol agreement 
we’re signing today is key to 
making that happen.” - Jason 
Kenney, Premier 

The Alberta-Confederacy of 
Treaty Six First Nations Pro-
tocol Agreement outlines a 
formal process for ministers, 
chiefs and councils to meet 
several times throughout the 
year. Meetings will focus on 
six priorities:

• land and resources

• health care
• education
• justice
• economic development
• culture and tourism
“I’m proud to walk a path of 

reconciliation with Confed-
eracy of Treaty Six First Na-
tions. We will work togeth-
er in a spirit of respect and 
partnership to move forward 
our shared social and eco-
nomic priorities. I couldn’t 
be more proud to sign the 
first agreement between Al-
berta’s government and the 
Confederacy of Treaty Six 
First Nations since 2008.” - 
Rick Wilson, Minister of In-
digenous Relations 

The protocol agreement 
gives Alberta and the Con-
federacy of Treaty Six First 
Nations a way to have mean-
ingful discussions, share in-
formation and explore issues 
of mutual concern.

The agreement also com-
mits to an annual meeting 

between the chiefs of the 
Confederacy of Treaty Six 
First Nations and Premier 
Jason Kenney.

“A protocol agreement is 
more than a document. It is 
a promise between govern-
ments about communica-
tion and collaboration with 
a focus on shared prosperity, 
now and for years to come.” 
- Grand Chief Billy Morin, 
Confederacy of Treaty Six 
First Nations 

The Confederacy of Treaty 
Six First Nations includes 16 
First Nations that span cen-
tral Alberta.

In 2020-21, Alberta’s 
government will provide 
the Confederacy of Trea-
ty Six First Nations with a 
$300,000 grant to support 
the agreement’s implemen-
tation. The agreement will 
remain in place for as long 
as both parties wish to keep 
it active.

Quick facts

• In September 2019, the 
Blackfoot Confederacy re-
newed their protocol agree-
ment with Alberta’s govern-
ment.

• In October 2020, gov-
ernment signed the Alber-
ta-Stoney Nakoda-Tsuut’ina 
Tribal Council Protocol 
Agreement.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Services  

Home Renovations and 
Handyman Services, ANY and 
ALL services for your home 
and yard. Call 780-799-6150 
or email: macdonaldperry@
hotmail.com (4) 19-01

Dog Caretaker
Alberta Beach & 
Surrounding Areas, thinking 
of a Seasonal Getaway? 
Worried about leaving your 
dog in a kennel? Don’t worry 
anymore, you can leave your 
pet with me! There is a wrap 
around deck and courtyard! 
I will provide tender loving 
care, with walks every day. 
Best of all, I’m cheaper than 
a kennel! Daily drop in’s or 
overnight stays welcome. If 
interested call 780-920-4166  
(4) 22-12-20 OG

Computers
FREE Computer Checkup,  
Repairs NOT over $50. FREE 
repairs for single parents and 
low income seniors. Upgrade 
computers, Screens, 
Batteries, Parts. Saving/
Erase hard drive, photos, 
documents. DONATE: old, 
used, broken computers, 
tablets, cameras, radios, 
gadgets, etc. for parts. Will 
clear ALL data. Call 780-892-
2407 (16) 05-01

Vehicles
2008 BMW 335i For Sale, 
157,000 kms, Black on black, 
auto, Brand new tires & 
rims, Brand new serpentine 
belt(have receipts), Brand 
new spark plugs & ignition 
coils, Power steering & 
coolant flushed, No rips on 
seats (MINT), Car sits on 
coilovers, Downpipes, Tail 
Q blow off valve, K&N cone 
air filters, Dinan MHD stage 
1+ tune installed, Also a set 
of winter tires ready to go, 
Only ever used premium fuel, 
Car is in amazing condition 
for the year! $ 10,900. No 
trades, no lowballers, serious 
inquiries only, Not in a rush 

to sell the vehicle, can only 
be viewed on week days after 
4pm & weekends anytime, if 
u have any questions text or 
call 780-908-6659 (S) OG

Buy & Sell
I Buy Gun Collections, World 
War 2 collectibles, Call Jay 
Love for a quote 780-686-
1350 Stony Plain (28) 03-11-20

For Rent
Available for Rent. Newly 
renovated 2 bdrm Home 
in Alberta Beach. Four 
appliances included. Utilities 
extra. No Pets. Non smokers; 

no smoking in building/on 
property. Rent and Deposit 
$1100, PH: 780-924-3565 (8) 
08-12-20

Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 
55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $950 + tax. Please 
call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 
22-12-20 OG

Year Round Cabins for Rent. 
North of Evansburg on Hwy 

22 (15 mins from Evansburg), 
$1050/month + DD. All 
inclusive, Furnished, Utilities, 
Internet & TV. Max 2 people, 
Call 780-239-0553 (4) 05-01

For Rent by Owner, Looking 
for like mind individual to 
share a home 80 miles West 
of Edmonton, Respecting 
COVID/keeping outside 
contact within reason, $600/
month, utilities included. Call 
780-305-4837 (3) 05-01

Land For Rent
220 Acres of grain land for 
rent, near Onoway. Best Offer, 
Call 780-910-5472 (16) 24-11-20

January 19, 2021
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