
Serving: Carvel, Darwell, Drayton Valley, Duffield, Entwistle, Evansburg, Fallis, Gainford,
Parkland County, Seba Beach, Tomahawk, Wabamun, Wildwood, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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WHY WE VOLUNTEER: 

YELLOWHEAD COUNTY SPOTLIGHT

VEHICLES FALLING THROUGH 
THIN ICE ON WABAMUN LAKE

Submitted by Yellow-
head County

Volunteering has always 
been a part of life for Yel-
lowhead County’s resi-
dents. Our first schools and 
churches were raised by 
the generous hands of our 
forefathers, who knew that 

solving the issues of the day 
required community coop-
eration.

And we uphold their leg-
acy still. Countless com-
munity groups rely on the 
selfless work of residents 
like yourself to keep their 
groups going—to serve the 
needs of your community. 

Whether that’s organizing a 
children’s sporting league, a 
seniors’ social club, a local 
food bank, the local com-
munity hall or a faith com-
munity.

Continued on Page 8

Submitted by Parkland 
RCMP

Parkland RCMP have re-
cently responded to two 
separate incidents of vehi-
cles falling through thin ice 
on Wabamun Lake in the 
last couple of days.

The first incident was re-
ported on January 30, 2021 
at about 2:40 pm where a 
truck had broken through 
the ice.  The driver and seven 
passengers were able to get 
out of the truck in time be-
fore the truck sank into the 
lake.  There were no injuries 
in this case.

The second incident hap-
pened on January 31, 2021 at 
about 9:50 am where a truck 
broke through the thin ice.  
The two occupants in the 
vehicle were able to get out 
of the vehicle before it went 
further into the lake.  No one 
was injured in this case ei-
ther.

With the warmer than usu-
al weather this winter cou-
pled with the water condi-
tions in Wabamun Lake, the 
ice has remained thin with 
some areas not freezing over 
at all.  This increases the risk 
of being on thin ice in these 
areas, and falling through.

Parkland RCMP would 
like to remind people that 
there are signs posted at 
Wabamun Lake warning 
people of open water or thin 
ice.  The consequences of 
ignoring these signs can be 
quite serious.  In both recent 
cases, everyone was lucky 
to get out of their vehicle 
in time.  It should also be 
noted that the owner of the 
vehicle will be responsible 
for all costs associated with 
recovering the vehicle in ad-
dition to any environmental 
remediation costs as a result 
of vehicle fluids entering the 
water system.
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EVANSBURG MULTI-FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL FIRE

Submitted by Evans-
burg RCMP

On Jan. 26, 2021, shortly af-
ter 3 a.m., an Evansburg RCMP 
officer was patrolling in Evans-
burg and noticed a multi-fam-
ily residential duplex on fire 
in the area of 49 street and 52 
avenue.   

The Evansburg RCMP officer 
attended to assist and notified 
the Yellowhead County Fire 
Department who attended. The 

Evansburg RCMP officer evac-
uated two elderly occupants;

The fire was eventually ex-
tinguished at approximately 
9 a.m. and Evansburg RCMP, 
along with RCMP Forensic 
Identification Services and an 
investigator for the Alberta 
Office of the Fire Commission 
were on scene conducting an 
investigation.  

On Jan. 27, 2021, Evansburg 
RCMP, along with RCMP Fo-
rensic Identification and Fire 

Investigators continued to ex-
amine the multi-family struc-
ture today. Due to the signifi-
cant damage to the structure, it 
has taken a significant amount 
of time to remove debris to 
conduct a search of the struc-
ture. 

At approximately 12:30 p.m., 
the structure was sufficiently 
cleared of debris to allow for a 
search. A search was conduct-
ed and at approximately 2:45 
p.m., the bodies of the 50-year-
old female and her 16-year-old 
son, who were believed to have 
been unable to leave the struc-
ture, were located inside with 
the assistance of the special-
ized canine.

Evansburg RCMP have re-
ceived a preliminary report 
from the fire investigator for 
the Alberta Office of the Fire 
Commission indicating the 
multi-family residential fire 
that occurred on Jan. 26, 2021, 
is non-suspicious in origin. 

No further updates are antic-
ipated. 

February 2, 2021
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YELLOWHEAD COUNTY
COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

Submitted by Yellow-
head County

Universal Broadband 
Fund Partnership – Coun-
cil approved a partnership 
with Nova/Rock, 3CIS, and 
Morad Communications 
with the intention to apply 
for a federal grant program 
known as the Universal 
Broadband Fund. A mu-
nicipality must enter into a 
partnership with dedicated 
broadband service provid-
ers before applying for this 
grant. The grant will allow 
Yellowhead County to work 
with our partners to expand 
broadband and cellular ser-
vices throughout the re-
gion—particularly in areas 
with lackluster service/in-
ternet. 

Robb Tower Build Site 
– Yellowhead County has 
embarked on a project to 
improve broadband and 
cellular coverage through-
out the region. To date, 
10 towers have been built 
throughout the county. The 
next tower, designate YH-
19, will be built in Robb. 
Council was presented with 
13 site choices for the new 
build and approved site six 
for the tower build (just east 
of Robb). For full location 
details, please view the lat-
est council meeting agenda 
at https://yellowheadcoun-
ty.civicweb.net/portal. 

Electronic Signature Pol-

icy No. 1200.20 – The de-
mand for digital document 
verification through signa-
tures has increased in recent 
history. County administra-
tion proposes streamlining 
the document authentica-
tion process by allowing 
electronic signing. Notably, 
electronic signatures can-
not be used in documents 
pertaining to estates, land 
titles/transfers, affidavits, 

loan documents, guaran-
tees or negotiable securi-
ties and corporate registry 
items. Council adopted Pol-
icy No. 1200.20, Acceptance 
and Use of Electronic Sig-
natures. 

Property Tax Auction Re-
sults – On January 18, 2021 
administration held the 
2020 Property Tax Auction. 
Five properties were listed 
for sale, with two persons 

attending the auction. A 
bid of $110,000 (plus GST) 
was offered for one of the 
properties and met the ad-
vertised reserve bid price. 
Council approved the fi-
nal sale of said property. 
Council also approved the 
transfer of the four unsold 
property titles under Yel-
lowhead County’s name, to 
be marked as Tax Forfei-
ture.

February 2, 2021
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HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET

Submitted by Gerald So-
roka, MP for Yellowhead

Gerald Soroka, Member of 
Parliament for Yellowhead, 
rose in the House of Commons 
to question the Minister on 
holding providers accountable 
in ensuring spectrum deploy-
ment in rural communities.  

MP Soroka stated: “Mr. 
Speaker, for many rural Cana-
dians, including thousands in 
my riding, wireless high-speed 
Internet is the only broadband 
solution available. Internet in 
my riding is offered to constit-
uents at speeds of zero mega-
bytes and up. However, with 
access to more spectrum, they 
could receive 50 megabytes 
download and 10 megabytes 
upload. 

When the government is 
auctioning spectrum, what is 
it doing to hold providers ac-
countable to ensure they de-
ploy spectrum in rural com-
munities?” 

Hon. Maryam Monsef (Min-
ister for Women and Gender 
Equality and Rural Econom-
ic Development, Lib.) replied: 
”Mr. Speaker, I thank my col-
league for his important advo-
cacy both with spectrum auc-
tions and subsidies for those 
communities where the busi-
ness case to connect house-
holds to high-speed Internet 
simply is not there. 

Our government is there. 
Spectrum auctions include 
a carve-out for smaller rural 
communities. We have worked 
diligently to ensure smaller 
Internet service providers re-
ceive at least a third of our in-
vestment, the other third has 
gone to indigenous communi-
ties and that last third goes to 
larger ISPs. 

If my colleague wants to con-
nect to talk about how we can 
support his community in get-
ting connected, my team and I 
are always here for him.”
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Bridal Guide
February 2021

Your Guide to
Planning Your Big Day
Filled with helpful planning advice, savvy how-to tips and the latest wedding trends,
as well as a host of local wedding vendors here to help you plan the perfect day!
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DOS AND DON’TS OF CARING FOR 
WEDDING AND ENGAGEMENT RINGS 

Jewelry is a key component 
of weddings. The financial re-
source CreditDonkey notes that, 
in the United States, the average 
amount spent on an engagement 
ring is $5,500, while Canadians 
spend an average of $3,500. 
Jewelry costs can add up, espe-
cially when adding in the cost of 
wedding bands, which can cost 
as much as $1,000. The cost of 
jewelry only underscores the im-
portance of learning how to care 
for it and preserve its value.

The best way to maintain jew-
elry depends on the makeup 
of the rings. The online jewelry 
guide Jewelry Notes says gold 
rings without gemstones can 
be cleaned effectively with only 
soap and water. Simply prepare 
a solution of lukewarm water and 
mild dish soap in a small bowl. 

Soak the rings for 20 to 30 min-
utes. Use a soft brush or cloth to 
clean the jewelry of dirt. Rinse 
the residue under clean water.

Rings with diamonds can be 
treated similarly with a mild soap-
and-water solution. The Diamond 
Information Center also says to 
soak the diamond ring in equal 
parts cold water and ammonia 
for half an hour and let it air dry. 
Brand name jewelry cleaner also 
is another good option. This 
method only should be used with 
diamonds; ammonia can’t be 
used with other gemstones.

Maintaining jewelry also should 
include twice yearly visits to 
a jeweler who can check the 
prongs and make sure the set-
ting is not loose; otherwise, the 
diamond can become dislodged, 
according to Martha Stewart 

Weddings.

Avoid touching diamonds and 
other gemstones as much as 
possible when putting rings on 
and taking them off. Precious 
stones often are magnets for 
dust, dirt and body oil, according 
to Taylor Lanore, diamond con-
sultant and engagement ring de-
signer for Lauren B. Fine Jewelry 
and Diamonds. Grab the ring by 
the band.

Use discretion when wearing 
rings while engaging in hands-on 
activities. Activities like cleaning 
dishes, moving furniture, garden-
ing, or diving through waves at 
the beach warrant caution; other-
wise, you risk damaging or mak-
ing jewelry unnecessarily dirty. 
Store the ring in a safe location 
until you can safely wear it again.

One of the most important steps 

to safeguard wedding and en-
gagement rings is to insure the 
jewelry. The description of the 
ring, its cut, carat weight, metal, 
and other information offered 
through a certified indepen-
dent jewelry appraisal will be 
needed to insure the ring. Take 
a close-up photo of the jewelry 
as well. Other items like laser 
inscription or a home security 
system can qualify jewelry own-
ers for discounts on insurance. 
Consumers also can add a jew-
elry rider to a homeowner’s or 
renter’s insurance policy.

These are some ways to care for 
wedding jewelry. Always consult 
with a jeweler before attempting 
to clean items made of various 
materials.

Bridal Guide
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QUESTIONS TO ASK BEFORE 
BOOKING A PHOTOGRAPHER 

Various components combine 
to make weddings beautiful and 
memorable. Couples rely on pho-
tographers to capture the smiles 
and moments that helped make 
their events unique and to ensure 
the big day is remembered for 
years to come.
The trusted wedding resource 
The Knot notes that an internal 
study found that, among 27,000 
couples who got married in 2019, 
an average of $2,400 was spent 
on a wedding photographer to 
document their big day.
Couples who want to find the best 
photographer for their wedding 
day can ask several questions 
before making their final decision.
What style do you specialize 
in? Photographers may be able 
to shoot various styles of photos, 
but may specialize in a specific 
type. For example, some photog-
raphers specialize in photojour-

nalism, while others may excel at 
portraiture. Going with a photog-
rapher who has the most exper-
tise shooting the style you prefer 
will help produce the desired re-
sults.
Who will be shooting my wed-
ding? Certain photography stu-
dios have several photographers 
working under one roof. Just be-
cause you meet with one does not 
necessarily mean that photogra-
pher will be on site, unless it is 
specified in the contract.
Have you ever worked at my 
venue before? Photographers 
may be familiar with several local 
wedding venues and houses of 
worship. A photographer who has 
experience working in the loca-
tions where couples will tie the 
knot and subsequently celebrate 
might produce the best results, 
but lack of experience with par-
ticular venues need not exclude 

other professionals.
Can we see a full gallery of a 
recent wedding? According to 
Brides magazine, unlike an album 
or a highlight gallery, a full gallery 
provides a better sense of a pho-
tographer’s style and attention to 
detail.
Will photos be color balanced 
and retouched? Skilled photog-
raphers are capable of capturing 
winning photos. But photos can 
be enhanced further in the studio 
with retouching software to bring 
out specific effects. Some photog-
raphers will polish all proofs, while 
others only will work on the im-
ages ultimately ordered. Confirm 
retouching details before signing 
the contract.
What’s included in the photo 
packages? A detailed price list 
helps you compare one photogra-
pher to another and decide which 
elements are covered. Additional 

prints, having a photographer’s 
assistant, ordering albums for 
the parents, or ordering a large 
framed print can alter costs sig-
nificantly. Explore all prices to 
ensure you’re getting the best 
value. In addition, consider how 
many hours of event coverage 
are included in the price.
What is the payment timeline? 
Photographers may accept de-
posits for their services but expect 
a different timeline of payment. 
Some may require payment in full 
before the wedding, while others 
may offer a payment plan that in-
cludes a final payment when pick-
ing up proofs or albums.
Wedding photography is one of 
the essential elements of a wed-
ding and helps tell the story of 
couples’ special day. Asking key 
questions can help couples find 
a photographer who will produce 
the desired results.

Bridal Guide
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Why We Volunteer: Yellowhead County Spotlight
Continued from Page 1

The richness of our com-
munities depends on these 
groups, and the volunteers 
that commit their time to 
make them run. It’s not al-
ways obvious that volunteers 
are at work, but it is safe to 
say that when things are go-
ing smoothly in your com-
munity, there’s a number of 
generous hands at work.

But we’re running into 

hardships. In general, Alber-
ta is seeing a decline in mo-
tivated volunteers. In 2015, 
61% of adult Albertans indi-
cated that they volunteered 
through an organization, a 
7.5% decrease from 2014. We 
can be proud that nearly 2/3 
of Albertans volunteer, but 
our volunteer force has been 
further impacted by an un-
foreseen health crisis.

As the pandemic continues, 
many community groups 

have now found alternative 
ways to offer their services 
and include volunteers. They 
have a better grasp of how 
to organize in the face of a 
health crisis, and how to en-
gage volunteers safely. Per-
haps you too were once an 
eager volunteer, but are still 
put off by the uncertainty of 
this situation.

Then you should know that 
there are many ways to vol-
unteer—not just in person. 
And there are many organi-
zations that would love to 
empower your dedication, 
skill, or talent in a meaning-
ful way. And so we at Yellow-

head County’s Family and 
Community Support Services 
(FCSS) encourage you to take 
a second look at being a help-
ful hand.

If you’re looking for a local 
organization to volunteer 
with, don’t hesitate to call us 
for direction at 780-325-3782. 
If you’re looking for general 
information about volun-
teering, visit www.volunteer-
alberta.ab.ca. If you’ve taken 
some first steps in organizing 
a volunteer based group, and 
want to know more about or-
ganizing a board or running a 
non-profit, visit www.alberta.
ca/board-development-pro-
gram.aspx.

In the following months, 
Yellowhead County FCSS will 
be sharing some local stories 
and topics for thought on 
volunteerism. We invite you 
to offer your feedback and 
thoughts as we share these 
stories on our Facebook 
page, @YellowheadCounty-
FCSS. We want to know: Why 
do you volunteer?
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MORE HEALTH MEASURES WILL EASE
Additional health measures will be eased for restaurants,

indoor fitness and some children’s activities, effective Feb. 8.
Submitted by Govern-

ment of Alberta

Step 1 of Alberta’s four-
step framework to ease 
restrictions is based on a 
COVID-19 hospitalization 
benchmark of 600, in-
cluding intensive care pa-
tients. This benchmark was 
reached on Jan. 28.

The full, four-step frame-
work for easing restrictions 
can be viewed here.

Indoor and outdoor chil-
dren’s sport and perfor-
mance

• Children’s sport and per-
formance activities are per-
mitted if they are related to 
school activities, such as 
physical education classes.

• This will allow K-12 
schools and post-second-
ary institutions to use off-
site facilities to support 
curriculum-related educa-
tional activities.

Indoor fitness
• Only one-on-one train-

ing is permitted for indoor 
fitness activities (e.g. fitness 
in dance studios, training 
figure skating on ice, one-
on-one lessons). 

• One-on-one sessions 
cannot interact with others 
and there must be a mini-
mum of three metres dis-
tance between sessions in 
the same facility.

• Sessions have to be 
scheduled or by appoint-
ment.

• No drop-in for individu-
als or groups is allowed.

• No sports games, com-
petitions, team practice, 
league play or group exer-
cise of any kind.

• Trainers must be profes-
sional, certified and/or paid 
trainers who are providing 
active instruction and cor-
rection. Passive supervision 
of a physical activity is not 

considered training.
• Trainers should remain 

masked during the session; 
clients are not required to 
wear a mask while exercis-
ing.

• More than one trainer 
and client ‘pair’ are allowed 
into the facility, studio, rink, 
court, pool, ice surface, etc., 
as long as: 

- Each trainer and client 
stays three metres away 
from all other trainers and 
clients at all times, includ-
ing in entryways and exits.

- Each trainer only inter-
acts with their assigned cli-
ent, and each client only in-
teracts with their assigned 
trainer.

- No interaction between 
clients or between trainers 
is allowed.

- No ‘cycling through’ 
multiple trainers, as in cir-
cuit training.

Restaurants, cafes and 

pubs
• Restaurants, cafes and 

pubs must collect the con-
tact information of one per-
son from the dining party.

• Up to a maximum of six 
people per table; individ-
uals must be from same 
household or the two close 
contacts for people living 
alone.

• Liquor service ends at 10 
p.m.

• In-person dining must 
close by 11 p.m.

• No entertainment al-
lowed (e.g., no VLTs, pool 
tables, live music, etc.)

Alberta’s government is 
responding to the COVID-19 
pandemic by protecting 
lives and livelihoods with 
precise measures to bend 
the curve, sustain small 
businesses and protect Al-
berta’s health-care system.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Classified Policy

CLASSIFIED RATES INCLUDE GST.  
1st 20 Words: First Insertion = $6.00; 
Subsequent insertion = $3.00 each. 
(Eg: 2 insertions = $9.00; 3 insertions 
= $12.00; 4 insertions = $15.00; etc) 
Each additional word is 20 cents per 
word, per insertion.   BOLD/CAPITAL 
text available for an additional $1/
line. Lost & Found and To Give Away 
(up to a max. of 25 words) are free of 
charge. Ads must be paid in advance 
either by cheque, cash, Visa or 
Mastercard. No Refunds Allowed on 
Classified Ads. DEADLINE: is Thurs. 
4:00 pm (Wed. 4:00 pm on long 
weekends).  Classified ads may be 
called in to the COMMUNITY VOICE 
office at (780) 962-9228, emailed 
to: classifieds@com-voice.com, 
dropped off at Onoway Registries, 
or mailed with your ad and payment 
to: COMMUNITY VOICE, BAG 3595, 
SPRUCE GROVE, AB  T7X 3A8. Ads 
may also be placed on the web at 
www.com-voice.com/classified.htm

Hall Rentals
Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Camp Encounter, Vincent Mireau 
- Camp Director. director@
campencounter.com. C: 780-504-
2012 W: 780-967-2548

Cherhill Community Assoc. Hall, 
Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-892-
3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 780-
785-2907

Duffield Hall, 892-2425

Entwistle Community League Hall 
Rentals, Call Cheryl at 780-515-1755

Entwistle Senior’s Drop In Centre, 
Barb 727-2108 or Glennis 727-4367 
Mon-Fri

Evansburg Senior’s Heritage House, 
Dennis 727-4186

Evansburg Legion, upper hall 250 
people, 727-3879

Fallis Community Hall, 892-3150

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-9452

Keephills Hall, 731-3761

Lake Isle Community Hall, PH: 780-
892-3121 or Email: lakeislehall@mail.
com

Lake Romeo PeaVine Hall, 785-2700

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community Hall, 
963-9165 or 916-0146

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 786-
4044

Moon Lake Community Hall, Diane 
780-514-4694

Park Court Hall, call or text Karyn 780-
712-3918

Parkland Village Community Centre, 
780-298-9155 @PVCCentre

Ravine Community Hall, 325-2391

Rich Valley Community Hall, 967-
3696 or 967-5710

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-7984

Smithfield Community Hall, Wanita 
780-718-8824.

Tomahawk & District Sports Agra, 
Bookings: Kathy 780-339-3773.

Wabamun Jubilee Hall, 892-2699.

Wildwood Community Hall, 325-2180 
or 780-514-6105

Wildwood Rec Complex 325-2077 or 
514-8944

Wildwood Senior’s Hall, 325-3787 or 
325-2391

Services
Home Renovations and 
Handyman Services, ANY and 
ALL services for your home 
and yard. Call 780-799-6150 
or email: macdonaldperry@
hotmail.com (4) 19-01

Computers

February 2, 2021
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
FREE Computer Checkup,  
Repairs NOT over $50. FREE 
repairs for single parents and 
low income seniors. Upgrade 
computers, Screens, Batteries, 
Parts. Saving/Erase hard drive, 
photos, documents. DONATE: 
old, used, broken computers, 
tablets, cameras, radios, 
gadgets, etc. for parts. Will 
clear ALL data. Call 780-892-
2407 (16) 05-01

Firewood
Outlaw Firewood Sales – 
Wood starting at $150 per 
cord, dry split firewood, Pine, 
Tamarack and Birch. Small 
and bulk volumes available, 
full logging truck loads, 
delivery available, no fee if 
within 80km of yard. TEXT 
780-621-7200 (26) 05-01

Vehicles
2008 BMW 335i For Sale, 
157,000 kms, Black on black, 
auto, Brand new tires & 
rims, Brand new serpentine 
belt(have receipts), Brand 
new spark plugs & ignition 
coils, Power steering & 
coolant flushed, No rips on 
seats (MINT), Car sits on 
coilovers, Downpipes, Tail 
Q blow off valve, K&N cone 
air filters, Dinan MHD stage 
1+ tune installed, Also a set 
of winter tires ready to go, 
Only ever used premium fuel, 
Car is in amazing condition 
for the year! $ 10,900. No 
trades, no lowballers, serious 
inquiries only, Not in a rush 
to sell the vehicle, can only 
be viewed on week days after 
4pm & weekends anytime, if 
u have any questions text or 
call 780-908-6659 (S) OG

Buy & Sell

I Buy Gun Collections, World 
War 2 collectibles, Call Jay 
Love for a quote 780-686-1350 
Stony Plain (28) 03-11-20

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 
55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $950 + tax. Please 
call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 
26-01 OG

Available, 2 Bdrm ($795) in 
Entwistle Bldg. at 4932-50A 
Avenue, DD $300. Tenant 
pays power, Smoke Free Bldg. 
Please call Ivanka 780-807-
1300 (4) 19-01 OG
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