
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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County AbAndons 

tAlks on CritiCAl iCF 
negotiAtions With toWn

relieF For
Working PArents

submitted by town of 
Mayerthorpe

Mayerthorpe, Alberta, 
February 26, 2021 – The 
Government of Alberta 
mandated Intermunicipal 
Collaboration Frameworks 
(ICFs) on October 26, 2017 
for the purpose of foster-
ing cooperation between 
neighboring municipali-

ties. The key areas of focus 
are transportation, water/
wastewater, solid waste, 
emergency services, rec-
reation and any other ser-
vices that benefit residents 
in more than one of the mu-
nicipalities who are party to 
the ICF.

The legislation specifically 
mentions cost-sharing to 
ensure municipalities con-

tribute adequately to facili-
ties and services that bene-
fit their residents, including 
those supplied by another 
municipality. Although not 
rooted in finances, out of 
necessity, these ICF negoti-
ations must include discus-
sions about the dollars and 
cents.

Continued on Page 2

submitted by govern-
ment of Alberta

 
Alberta parents who use 

child care will receive $561 
per child with the new 
Working Parents Benefit, a 
one-time payment to help 
parents with the cost of 
child care.

The Working Parents Ben-
efit will see $108 million go 
to families that used child 
care – including licensed 
or unlicensed daycare, day 

homes, out-of-school care, 
or preschool – from April to 
December of 2020.

“Alberta’s government 
is focused on protecting 
lives and livelihoods and 
that means being there for 
working parents. Families 
are facing additional stress 
due to the pandemic and the 
uncertainty in the economy. 
We want to directly support 
these parents by alleviating 
the financial pressures they 
have faced this past year.” - 

Rebecca Schulz, Minister of 
Children’s Services 

“It’s great to see the gov-
ernment recognize the 
pressures that working par-
ents are facing. As a single 
mother who has felt the 
stresses of work and child 
care this past year, this 
money is greatly appreci-
ated.” - Tiffany-Joy Robert-
son, working parent 

Continued on Page 2



Page 2     CommunityVoice

County Abandons Talks on      
Critical ICF Negotiations with Town
Continued from Page 1

In addition, the legislation 
states that efficiencies must 
be sought through integrat-
ed strategic planning and 
delivery of services and that 
thoughtful stewardship of 
scarce resources be at the 
forefront of the conversations.

’I’m disappointed in this 
turn of events. The Town’s ICF 

Committee members were de-
termined to remain optimistic 
during often tense talks with 
the County. In an effort to fos-
ter a productive relationship 
with our County colleagues, 
we embraced the process, 
even though we knew it wasn’t 
going to be easy.” – Mayor 
Janet Jabush

Users from around the re-
gion enjoy the services and 
facilities available in the Town 
of Mayerthorpe. The bur-
den of funding these public 
services has long been dis-
proportionally borne by the 
Town’s ratepayers. Securing a 
more equitable arrangement 
was the goal of the Town’s ICF 
Committee members, current 
Council, and previous Coun-
cils.

From the outset, the Town 

of Mayerthorpe has provided 
consistent, factual data to Lac 
Ste. Anne County in support of 
its position. Using modelling 
developed by Stantec and vet-
ted by both the Alberta Urban 
Municipalities Association 
(AUMA) and the Rural Mu-
nicipalities of Alberta (RMA), 
the Town has proposed that 
the County fairly contribute to 
the facilities and services their 
ratepayers enjoy in the Town 
of Mayerthorpe.

The distinct differences be-
tween the Town of Mayerthor-
pe and other municipalities 
within the County’s borders 
must be recognized. Not all 
municipalities offer the same 
access to facilities and ser-
vices nor do they bear the cost 
of operating those amenities.

Mayor Jabush states, “After 

years of enjoying services and 
facilities within the Town, the 
County is being asked to con-
tribute proportionally to its 
usership. This is all about re-
sponsibility. We need a more 
equitable arrangement.”

The Town of Mayerthorpe 
will continue to act profes-
sionally and in the best inter-
ests of its citizens. It is unfor-
tunate the mediation process 
failed. It leaves the parties 
with no choice but a costly ar-
bitration process.

Relying on processes estab-
lished by the Government of 
Alberta, the Town will partic-
ipate in good faith through-
out the arbitration process in 
pursuit of a fair and equitable 
arrangement for the citizens 
of our community.

March 2, 2021
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WheAt FArMers CAn ClAiM 31% 
sr&ed Credit on their 2020 tAxes

Relief For Working Parents

submitted by Alberta 
Wheat Commission & Al-
berta barley

February 23, 2021 (Calgary, 
Alberta) – Wheat farmers 
who pay the Alberta Wheat 
Commission (AWC) check-
off are eligible for a 31 per 
cent tax credit through the 
Scientific Research & Ex-
perimental Development 
Fund (SR&ED) program, for 
their investment in wheat 

research and development 
(R&D) projects. For exam-
ple, farmers who paid $100 
in check-off to AWC in 2020 
would earn $31 in tax credit.

The federal SR&ED pro-
gram encourages R&D 
investment through tax-
based incentives, giving 
claimants tax credits for 
their expenditures on el-
igible R&D work. The tax 
credit percentage is based 
on the amount invested in 

R&D that meets the criteria 
laid out by the Canada Rev-
enue Agency (CRA).

Farm individuals should 
use form T2038 (IND) to 
claim this credit when fil-
ing their taxes, while farm 
corporations must use form 
T2SCH31.

For more information, 
contact the Canada Reve-
nue Agency directly, or visit 
the CRA website.

Farmers who have re-

quested a refund of their 
check-off are not eligible 
for the tax credit.

For more information 
about claiming the SR&ED 
credit, please contact:

Syeda Khurram
Chief Operating Officer 
Alberta Wheat and Barley 

Commissions
skhurram@albertawheat-

barley.com
403-219-6264

Continued from Page 1

The Working Parents Ben-
efit adds to the recently 
announced Critical Worker 
Benefit, a $1,200 payment 
to 330,000 front-line and 
essential workers, and the 
Enhanced COVID Business 
Benefit, a $10,000 support 
for businesses hit hardest 
by the pandemic.

Families will be eligible to 
apply for the Working Par-
ents Benefit if they have:

• Children in any form 
of child care, including li-
censed or unlicensed child 
care.

• A household annual in-
come of $100,000 or less.

• Paid for three months 
of child care between April 
1 and Dec. 31, 2020 (must 
provide receipts).

A MyAlberta Digital ID is 
needed to apply for the ben-
efit. Sign up for your MyAl-
berta Digital ID.

Apply for the Working 
Parents Benefit online at 
alberta.ca/WorkingPar-
entsBenefit starting March 
1. Applications close March 
31.

Quick facts
• Families can apply start-

ing March 1 to March 5, and 
applications will be open by 
region to manage volume.

• This $108 million of un-
spent funds from Children’s 
Services will be redirected 
under the Working Parents 
Benefit to support the fam-
ilies of up to 192,000 chil-
dren.

• As of Feb. 12:        
- 96 per cent of daycar-

es, preschools and out-
of-school care programs 

(2,739 programs) are open.
- Four per cent of pro-

grams (102 programs) are 
not open.

- The 2,739 open programs 
have 115,285 spaces avail-
able. On average 58,003 
children attended during 
the week, representing a 50 

per cent enrolment rate.
• Child care operators have 

received more than $100 
million in COVID relief pay-
ments over the past year to 
address cost pressures and 
adhere to health, cleaning 
and safety guidelines.
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County’s iCF deAl With the toWn 
oF MAyerthorPe Proves elusive
Town remains the sole outlier in the County’s good-faith 

efforts to collaborate with its municipal neighbours.
submitted by lac ste. 

Anne County

Sangudo, Alberta, Thurs-
day, February 25, 2021 – 
After two years of earnest 
efforts to find common 
ground with the Town of 
Mayerthorpe – and mere 
months away from the pro-
vincially-mandated dead-
line for such initiatives – a 
fundamental rift in fiscal 
policy threatens to derail 
the entire process. Simply 
put, the County finds the 
Town’s arbitrary expecta-
tions of financial support 
unwarranted; unsustain-
able; irresponsible; and un-
necessarily burdensome on 
the County and its ratepay-
ers.

At risk is the County’s final 
Intermunicipal Collabora-
tion Framework, or ICF for 
short. ICFs are mandated 
by the Province as a way 
for neighbouring munici-
palities to share knowledge, 
combine resources and do 
more with less. All munic-
ipalities need to structure 
ICFs with their bordering 
neighbours, and the dead-
line for doing so is April 1, 
2021.

Following 19 successful 
ICF outcomes with all other 
adjacent municipalities (17 
completed and two pend-
ing), the sole outlier in the 
County’s good-faith efforts 
to collaborate with its mu-
nicipal neighbours is the 
Town of Mayerthorpe. It 
should also be noted that 
Mayerthorpe is the one and 
only municipality that has 
attached a financial stipula-
tion to its ICF negotiations.

Ratepayers are advised to 
visit LSAC.ca/icf to get the 
facts on this consequential 
County matter and weigh in 
with insights of their own. 

The key points are as fol-
lows:

• Mayerthorpe is the Coun-
ty’s only remaining munic-
ipal neighbour without an 
ICF at or near completion.

• To satisfy Mayerthorpe’s 
conditions for the ICF, the 
County would have to pay 
considerably more for the 
Town’s recreation facilities.

• Failure to enter into an 
ICF by April 1, 2021 may 
force the Town and Coun-
ty into binding arbitration, 
which generally results in a 
matter being split down the 
middle to appear equitable.

• Splitting the matter down 
the middle represents con-
siderable financial gain for 
Mayerthorpe, and a stark 
loss to the County.

• The County’s loss will 
mean less funding to more 
than 150 other local organi-
zations, service reductions, 
a tax increase for County 
ratepayers, and a dimin-
ished capacity for the Coun-
ty to determine its own fu-
ture.

It defies logic to suggest 
that the cost structure for 
Town facilities like the 
Aquatic Centre has in-
creased several fold. This 
is the same swimming pool 
that existed last year and 
the year before. Regardless, 
it is wrong-headed for any 
municipality to think that 
the County should adjust its 
own tax rate to absorb that 
municipality’s shortfalls.

“The Town expects us to 
increase OUR taxes during 
a time of financial hardship 
so that THEY can benefit 
from increased funding,” 
stated Lac Ste. Anne County 
Reeve Joe Blakeman. “Such 
a complete abdication of 
responsibility is appalling, 
and underscores just how 
differently our two leader-

ship teams view the present 
realities of Rural Alberta.”

The County continues to 
weather a perfect storm of 
continued economic down-
turn; provincial cost down-
loading and assessment 
model changes; uncollect-
able linear tax revenue; di-
minishing funding resourc-
es; and the financial impacts 
of COVID-19. As a result of 
these events, the County an-
ticipates a total financial im-
pact in excess of $1,500,000 
or approximately 5% of its 
operating budget.

County Council and ad-
ministration have worked 
together to make difficult 
financial decisions in sup-
port of fiscal responsibili-
ty. These decisions include 
no changes to the County’s 
salary structure, and a tax 
increase for 2021 as close to 
0.0% as possible. In parallel 
to this lean and sustainable 
business model, County 
residents continue to pro-
vide hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in broad financial 
support to a spectrum of vi-
tal recreational, cultural and 
social programs and ser-
vices throughout the region.

“In this time of unprece-
dented financial strain and 
austerity, the last thing we 
would do is further bur-
den our ratepayers,” shared 
Reeve Blakeman. “It is un-
fortunate that Mayerthor-
pe is experiencing viability 
difficulties, but when their 
solution is to shift its fi-
nancial challenges onto the 
County, we’re going to have 
a problem. This is just not 
right, and it will be to the 
detriment of everyone in 
the region…except perhaps 
Mayerthorpe in the short 
term.”

“Transferring your finan-
cial burden onto your next-

door neighbour is certainly 
not the spirit of the ICF,” he 
continued. “From Council’s 
perspective, Mayerthorpe 
has two options: accept the 
substantial financial fund-
ing provided to the Town 
and start to manage your 
affairs responsibly, or we 
say enough is enough and 
have a different conversa-
tion. If our administrations 
cannot see eye-to-eye on 
the fundamentals of sound 
governance, then perhaps 
it’s time to talk about a sin-
gle administration.”

The Municipal Govern-
ment Act allows for the 
amalgamation of two mu-
nicipalities as a solution for 
creating long-term sustain-
able communities. Among 
other potential benefits, 
amalgamation could save 
money, provide more ex-
pertise, resolve intractable 
issues, reduce taxes, and 
give municipalities a stron-
ger voice.

“If a municipality wants 
us to be their bank, then so 
be it,” muses Reeve Blake-
man. “But what does the 
bank do when you can’t pay 
your mortgage? I think we 
all know the answer to this 
question.”

Lac Ste. Anne County ac-
knowledges the positive and 
participatory process it has 
experienced when working 
with the vast majority of its 
neighbours throughout the 
ICF process. Agreements 
are already in place, or close 
to completion, with all bor-
dering municipalities – with 
the unfortunate exception 
of the Town of Mayerthorpe.

For more details on this 
evolving matter, please visit 
LSAC.ca/icf.
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SPRING 2021

Map out the best way to navigate spring driving
with our guide that is fully loaded with helpful
features for today’s drivers. It’s your one-stop
resource for information, advice and
valuable local advertising geared
toward all things automotive!

Map out the best way to navigate spring driving
with our guide that is fully loaded with helpful
features for today’s drivers. It’s your one-stop
resource for information, advice and
valuable local advertising geared
toward all things automotive!
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Why Is TIre roTaTIon so ImporTanT? 

AutoTUNE-UP
Vehicle owners need to 

keep maintenance on the 
mind to ensure their cars 
and trucks are operating 
at peak capacity. Various 
components should be 

checked and serviced at 
key intervals. Oil changes 
and fluid top-offs are part 
of routine maintenance, 
but it can be easy to for-
get about other import-

ant parts of the vehicle, 
including tires.

Rotating tires is vital 
to their upkeep. Bridge-
stone Tires advises that 
tire rotation involves 
routinely repositioning 
a vehicle’s tires in spe-
cific patterns from front 
to back and side to side. 
According to Big O Tires, 
the front tires tend to 
wear on the outside edg-
es because the tire leans 
over when a driver turns a 
corner. The rear tires just 
follow the front ones, so 
they usually wear more 
evenly. By leaving tires in 
place, the outside edg-
es on the front tires will 
wear down much faster 

than the rest and those 
tires will need to be re-
placed sooner. Rotation 
may be required by tire 
warranties. Rotation also 
keeps the tires working 
properly.

Experts generally advise 
tire rotation every 6,000 
to 8,000 miles, even if 
they do not show any 
signs of wear. It is chal-
lenging to determine if 
weather treads are un-
even or how much wear 
has been sustained just 
by looking at them. Ro-
tating tires can prolong 
the life of tires and de-
crease how frequently 
they need to be replaced.

Rotating tires keeps 
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Why Is Tire Rotation So Important? 

AutoTUNE-UP
the tread depth uniform 
and helps maintain trac-
tion and consistent han-
dling across all four tires. 
Bridgestone says the tire 
rotation pattern that is 
best for a particular vehi-
cle depends on the type of 
tire being used. Patterns 
are recommended by 
the standardizing body 
of the tire industry, called 
The Tire and Rim Associ-
ation, Inc. Individuals can 
consult with profession-
al mechanics about the 
proper way to rotate tires. 
Many tire manufacturers 
or automotive stores that 
have sold customers tires 
also will do tire rotations - 
some free of charge.

In addition to prop-
er traction, minimiz-
ing uneven tire treads 
causes the vehicle to be 
more balanced, advises 
Wrench, a mobile auto 
repair and maintenance 
company. This enables 
the driver to have more 
control even when roads 
are slippery. Many auto 
service centers will then 
align and balance tires af-
ter they have been rotat-
ed. At this time the me-
chanic will likely check 
brakes as well, since it 
is easy to see and reach 
them when the tires are 
off.

Tire rotation is an im-
portant component of 

vehicle maintenance. 
Check with a qualified 
automotive professional 
to see if it’s time to have 
your vehicle’s tires rotat-
ed.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Dog Caretaker

Alberta beach & surrounding 
Areas, thinking of a seasonal 
getaway? Worried about 
leaving your dog in a kennel? 
Don’t worry anymore, you can 
leave your pet with me! There 
is a wrap around deck and 
courtyard! I will provide tender 
loving care, with walks every 
day. Best of all, I’m cheaper 
than a kennel! Daily drop in’s 
or overnight stays welcome. If 
interested call 780-920-4166  
(4) 23-02 OG

Computers
FREE COMPUTER CHECK 
UP - Repairs NOT over 
$50. Get today good clean 
laptop for ONLY $150. FREE 
repairs for single parents 
and NO income. Upgrades, 
Screens, Batteries, Parts. Save 
photos, documents from old 
computers. WANTED: old, 
used, broken computers - Will 
clear ALL data. Call 780-892-
2407 (21) 23-02

Vehicles
2008 BMW 335i For Sale, 
157,000 kms, Black on black, 
auto, Brand new tires & 
rims, Brand new serpentine 
belt(have receipts), Brand 
new spark plugs & ignition 
coils, Power steering & coolant 
flushed, No rips on seats 
(MINT), Car sits on coilovers, 
Downpipes, Tail Q blow off 
valve, K&N cone air filters, 
Dinan MHD stage 1+ tune 
installed, Also a set of winter 
tires ready to go, Only ever 
used premium fuel, Car is in 
amazing condition for the 
year! $ 10,900. No trades, no 
lowballers, serious inquiries 
only, Not in a rush to sell the 
vehicle, can only be viewed 
on week days after 4pm & 
weekends anytime, if u have 
any questions text or call 780-
908-6659 (S) OG

Buy & Sell
I Buy Gun Collections, World 

War 2 collectibles, Call Jay 
Love for a quote 780-686-1350 
Stony Plain (28) 03-11-20

For Rent
Sangudo, Alberta – 2 Bedroom 
Adult 40+ building, loves 
seniors, no pets, no smoking, 
$771/month, DD same, 
Available immediately. Call 

Ilda 780-999-7777 (8) 09-02

Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 
55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $950 + tax. Please 

call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 
23-02 OG

Land For Rent
220 Acres of grain land for 
rent, near Onoway. Best Offer, 
Call 780-910-5472 (16) 24-11-20

March 2, 2021
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