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March 30, 2021
Town Welcomes New 

Commercial Retail 
Investment To Community

Thank You Community 
Volunteers

Stop the Quarantine Chaos

Submitted by Town of 
Mayerthorpe

The Town of Mayerthor-
pe is happy to announce 
the development of 4,500 
square feet of new com-

mercial retail space that 
will include a Tim Hortons 
restaurant and drive-thru.

The new space is a proj-
ect of Bedford Commer-
cial Developments and will 
be located along Highway 

22/50th Street beside the 
United Farmers of Alberta 
(UFA) Petroleum Agency 
and Cardlock.

Continued on Page 2

March 22, 2021 - OTTAWA: 
Gerald Soroka, Member of 
Parliament for Yellowhead, 
was pleased to recognize 
community volunteers in 
the House of Commons 
during Members’ State-
ments.  

He said:  

“Madam Speaker, today I 
am proud to recognize the 
great work of volunteers in 
my riding of Yellowhead. 
I want to give special rec-
ognition to the brand-new 
food pantry at the Edson 
United Church who have 
already been supplying free 

nutritious hot meals to the 
community. I recently had 
the opportunity to visit the 
church and it was fantastic 
to see the shelves stocked 
and volunteers in action. 

Continued on Page 3

March 23, 2021 - OTTAWA: 
Gerald Soroka, Member of 
Parliament for Yellowhead, 
during Question Period, 
asked the Liberal govern-
ment the following:

He said:  

“Mr. Speaker, last week 
constituents of mine work-
ing in the pipeline repair 
and inspection services 
were detained upon arrival 
into Canada, despite having 
provided a travel letter and 

a government essential ser-
vice workers’ permit to the 
CBSA agents. Workers who 
cross the border for essen-
tial work have been deemed 
essential for a reason.

Continued on Page 3
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Town Welcomes New Commercial Retail Investment 
to Community

Continued from Page 1

With highway visibility, 
new highway access, and 
future highway signage, the 
Town anticipates this na-
tional brand will bring ad-
ditional new investment and 
employment opportunities 
to the community. This Ca-
nadian staple will entice new 
visitors to the Town, create 
tourism opportunities and 
increase demand for exist-

ing services.
Along with the 2,500 

square foot Tim Hortons 
restaurant, there will be an 
adjacent 2,000 square feet 
of commercial retail space 
for a new or growing busi-
ness. Working with Avison 
Young, the Town seeks to 
attract one or two business-
es for the additional retail 
space. Inquiries about the 
opportunity have already 
been received by the Town.

“I’m thrilled to see this ex-
citing new investment in our 
Town! It’s been a while since 
we’ve had a new commer-
cial build. Along with the 
employment opportunities, 
the brand recognition that 
comes with Tim Hortons 
should be a catalyst for 
growth. And, the boost to the 
local economy from high-
way traffic and tourism is 
most welcome. Between the 
traffic lights and Tim Hor-
ton’s, people won’t just drive 
on by anymore!” - Mayor 
Janet Jabush

The total number of new 
full- and part-time jobs is 
unknown, but the Tim Hor-
tons is anticipated to be a 
busy, 7-day a week opera-
tion with extended hours.

Parties interested in de-
veloping the additional re-
tail space can contact Ben 
Snider with Avison Young at 
780.915.8417, ben.snider@
avisonyoung.com, or the 
Town’s Economic Develop-
ment Officer for information 
at edo@mayerthorpe.ca or 
the Town Office.

For questions or additional 
information please contact 
Mayor Janet Jabush at Jan-
et.Jabush@mayerthorpe.ca 
or contact the Town Office.

March 30, 2021
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Thank You Community Volunteers
Continued from Page 1

It is working in co-oper-
ation with the Edson food 
bank, so they are not du-
plicating services and the 
community gets the best of 
both organizations. 

Another fantastic initia-
tive I would like to recog-
nize is Edson’s new shelter 
pods for the town’s home-

less population. Once com-
pleted, this project will help 
some of Edson’s homeless 
find a safe and warm place 
to stay. These shelter pods 
are a commendable initia-
tive that should be consid-
ered in all corners of the 
country.

I am proud to represent 
a riding with such great 
organizations that have a 

strong sense of community 
and support people who are 

in need. Keep up the great 
work.”

March 30, 2021

Stop the Quarantine 
Chaos
Continued from Page 1

Why is the government 
causing quarantine chaos, 
locking them up in their 
COVID hotels, even when 
proper credentials were 
presented?

 Reply:  Hon. Marco Men-
dicino (Minister of Immi-
gration, Refugees and Citi-
zenship, Lib.): 

“Mr. Speaker, we have tak-
en the measures that are 
necessary to protect the 

health and safety of all Ca-
nadians. At the same time, 
we have introduced exemp-
tions for workers, including 
essential workers, to ensure 
that we can keep our econ-
omy going. We will contin-
ue to apply those measures 
with great rigor so that we 
can both protect the health 
and safety of Canadians as 
well as meet the needs of 
Canadians economically.”

The video of the exchange 
can be found at:  https://
fb.watch/4q0bBneWEH/ 
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April News from the
Rich Valley Public Library

Submitted by Melanie 
Fitzgerald, Library Man-
ager | Rich Valley Public 
Library

This month’s programs:
Online Storytime & Craft 

Kit for ages 2-5 on April 14, 
2021. Don’t miss out on a 
great Storytime just because 
occupancy is limited at the 
library! On April 14, 2021 On-
line Storytime and Craft will 
be posted on our Facebook 
page. This craft kit includes 
materials to build a Robot 
Sensory Bag and a Sorting 
Sensory Bag. This kit will 
become available for pickup 
on April 13, 2021. Registra-
tion is necessary so we can 
ensure we have enough bags 
for all who want to partici-
pate. The registration dead-
line is April 8, 2021. This pro-
gram is funded by Lac Ste 
Anne County FCSS.

Online Storytime & Craft 
Kit for ages 2-5 on April 
28, 2021. Don’t miss out on 
a great Storytime just be-
cause occupancy is limited 
at the library! On April 28, 
2021 Online Storytime and 
Craft will be posted on our 
Facebook page. This craft kit 
includes materials to make 
Spin Art Flowers. This kit will 
become available for pickup 
on April 27, 2021. Registra-
tion is necessary so we can 
ensure we have enough bags 
for all who want to partici-
pate. The registration dead-
line is April 22, 2021. This 
program is funded by Lac 
Ste Anne County FCSS.

Plant & Seed Exchange 
from April 22 to May 21, 
2021.  We invite you to bring 
in cuttings or starter plants 
to exchange. Plant, grow 
and enjoy with free seeds 
from the library and return 
new seeds to share.  Because 
occupancy is limited at the 
library, we will not be able 
to hold the exchange in per-

son instead we will be listing 
the plants and seeds that are 
available every Thursday on 
our website from April 22 to 
May 21, 2021. Contact the li-
brary to reserve your plant 
or seeds for pickup. This 
program is funded by Lac 
Ste Anne County FCSS.

The Rich Valley Public Li-
brary will be offering curb-
side pickup for our patrons 
on Tuesday from 7:00-8:00 

pm, Wednesday from 1:30-
2:30 pm, Thursday from 
5:30-6:30 pm, and Friday 
from 11:00 am-12:00 pm. 
Please contact us during li-
brary hours to book a time 
slot. The library will be 
closed to the public at these 
times.

Rich Valley Public Li-
brary is open to the public 
on Tuesday from 5:00-7:00 
pm, Wednesday from 10:00 

am-1:30 pm, Thursday from 
2:00-5:30 pm, and Friday 
from 9:00-11:00 am. 

We are located in the 
basement of the Rich Valley 
Community Hall. We look 
forward to seeing you!

Please check out our web-
site at www.richvalleyli-
brary.ab.ca  Facebook and 
Instagram for all our pro-
grams and news.
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March 2021

Spring to it! Get started on your
Home Improvement To-Do list!

Check out our Spring Home Reno guide
for ideas, inspiration, advice and

valuable local advertising!
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Decor Ideas To Give Homes A 
Fresh Look This Spring 

Spring is a season of rejuve-
nation, and that spirit of renew-
al can take hold inside a home.

Warm weather and longer 
hours of daylight make spring 
a perfect time to imagine a 
home’s interior design in a new 
light. The following are a hand-
ful of decor ideas that may in-
spire homeowners to give their 
homes an entirely new look 
this spring.

· Wallpaper: Wallpaper fell 
out of favor years ago, but new 
styles that aren’t so heavily pat-
terned can make for wonderful 
additions to any room. Large-
scale prints can give a room a 
whole new feel without giving 
homeowners or their guests 
the impression that they have 
stepped back in time. A simple, 
mural-style floral wallpaper on 
the walls surrounding a table 

in a breakfast nook can bring 
nature inside.

· Pastel colors: Nothing em-
bodies the spring quite like 
pastel colors. If colorful, bright 
flowers dot the garden in the 
backyard, homeowners can 
bring those uplifting pastels in-
side by painting an accent wall 
or even adding some bright-
ly colored accent furniture to 
rooms that could use a lift.

· Declutter: Clutter is often 
conquered during spring 
cleaning sessions, but home-
owners who want to create 
more free-flowing interior 
spaces can downsize their fur-
niture and/or look for multipur-
pose features that make it hard 
for clutter to take over a room. 
Create more open space in en-
tertaining areas by mounting 
the television and getting rid of 

a bulky entertainment center. 
Create even more space by re-
placing rarely used end tables 
with a storage ottoman where 
books and magazines can be 
stored to give a room a fresh, 
clean look.

· Accent features: Some-
times the smallest changes 
to an interior space make the 
biggest impression. Replace 
dated accents like vases and 
table lamps with newer items 
that reflect the latest styles 
and trends. Such adjustments 
won’t break the bank, and they 
can give rooms a whole new 
feel.

Spring is a great time to re-
consider home interiors. This 
spring homeowners can em-
brace various strategies, both 
big and small, to give their 
homes a whole new feel.
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What To Know Before
Installing Built-Ins 

After purchasing a new home, 
buyers often want to put their 
own fingerprint on the prop-
erty. Homeowners anticipate 
the day when their homes are 
transformed into spaces that 
reflect their style and not the 
preferences of previous owners.

When deciding how to reno-
vate interior spaces, homeown-
ers will make some relatively 
temporary changes, but they 
also may consider some perma-
nent adjustments. Built-ins fall 
into the category of permanent 
adjustments, and while realty 
professionals note that built-ins 
tend to provide a good return 
on investment, homeowners 
can learn more about built-ins 
before deciding if they want to 
install them in their homes.

What are built-ins?
Realtor.com defines built-

ins as any feature that is built 
into the interior of a home. The 
term “built-ins” may imme-
diately conjure up images of 
bookshelves, but built-ins also 
include benches and entertain-
ment centers.

Why install built-ins?
Built-ins can be both utilitar-

ian and aesthetically appeal-
ing. Built-ins are functional 
because they provide storage 
space that homeowners may 
otherwise find hard to create. 
Built-ins are embedded in walls 
that may otherwise be useful 
only to hang artwork. This can 
provide much-needed storage 
space in homes with limited 
square footage. Professional-
ly installed built-ins also can 
transform rooms, making them 
appear more organized. Cus-
tomized built-ins also can give 

homes their own unique char-
acter, though it’s important to 
note that prospective buyers 
may or may not appreciate that 
uniqueness.

Are there disadvantages to 
built-ins?

The permanence of built-ins 
may not appeal to some buyers. 
If buyers don’t like built-ins at 
all or are not fond of the look of 
customized built-ins, that may 
be enough to convince them 
to walk away from a property. 
However, Realtor.com notes 
that functional built-ins, like 
built-in bench seats with stor-
age capacity, appeal to modern 
buyers and their preference for 
as much storage space as pos-
sible.

Permanent built-ins also can 
be costly. The home remod-
eling resource Fixr.com notes 

that built-in entertainment 
center installations can cost be-
tween $8,000 and $9,500. Built-
in seating and bookshelves are 
not as costly, but such projects 
still cost more than simply buy-
ing premade furniture.

Some buyers also may see 
built-ins as limiting what they 
can do with a space. That can 
be a major disadvantage as 
more professionals work from 
home and seek multi-function-
al spaces in their homes.

Built-ins can dramatically 
change the look of a room and 
provide some much-needed 
storage space. But it’s impera-
tive that homeowners give am-
ple thought to built-ins before 
deciding to install them in their 
homes.
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Renovation Trends That Figure To Be 
Popular In The Year Ahead

Home renovation trends are 
ever-changing. Renovations 
that might have been de ri-
gueur 20 years ago may seem 
dated now. Recognizing the 
potentially popular trends of to-
morrow is a great way for home-
owners to give their homes a 
fresh new look and put them-
selves in position to capitalize 
on popular trends when they 
put their homes on the market. 
That’s especially so after 2020, 
a year when millions of people 
spent more time at home than 
ever before. All that time work-
ing from home and relaxing at 
home gave millions of home-
owners ideas about what they 
like about their homes and 
what they hope to change. The 
following are some renovation 
trends that various experts sus-
pect could emerge in 2021.

· Eco-friendly living: Climate 

change, and how to combat it, 
was a hot button issue during 
the 2020 presidential elec-
tion in the United States. So it 
should come as no surprise that 
urdesignmag.com, a web mag-
azine that showcases creative 
trends in design, architecture, 
art, technology, and fashion, 
predicts that eco-friendly living 
solutions figure to be hot com-
modities in 2021. Eco-friendly 
appliances, furniture and de-
signs can help to conserve en-
ergy and reduce waste, which 
environmentalists and govern-
ment agencies like the Environ-
mental Protection Agency note 
are two critical components 
in the fight against climate 
change.

· Large windows: Large win-
dows can provide stunning 
views of the outdoors and allow 
ample natural light into a home. 

It may not be a coincidence if 
large windows prove to be a hot 
trend in 2021. The COVID-19 pan-
demic that dominated much 
of 2020 forced many people to 
spend considerably more time 
at home. Darker homes without 
much natural light can adverse-
ly affect mood, especially when 
people are spending more time 
at home. HGTV predicts that 
homeowners will seek ways to 
bring more natural light into 
their homes in 2021, and large 
windows naturally brighten 
homes while making rooms 
appear bigger, helping people 
feel less cramped. That’s an es-
pecially beneficial characteristic 
when spending more time in-
doors at home.

· Minimalism: The anticipat-
ed popularity of minimalism in 
2021 may also be connected to 
the pandemic. As profession-

als were forced to work from 
home and many families spent 
more time together inside their 
homes then ever before, they 
may have recognized a need to 
cut back on clutter, including 
extra furniture. A minimalist ap-
proach is both simple and clean, 
which can make homes feel less 
claustrophobic.

· Multi-functional spaces: 
Homeowners asked a lot of their 
homes in 2020, as rooms were 
transformed into multi-func-
tional spaces seemingly over-
night. HGTV notes that spend-
ing more time at home showed 
homeowners that it may not 
make sense to dedicate entire 
rooms of a home to a single pur-
pose. Renovations that can help 
homeowners transform rooms 
into multi-functional spaces 
figure to be hot commodities in 
the years ahead.
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Tips To Keep Pests Out Of Crawl Spaces 
Crawl spaces tend to be 

no-go zones in many homes. 
With little room to maneuver 
and no heating or cooling, 
it’s no wonder people avoid 
crawl spaces. But pests may 
see crawl spaces in a wholly 
different light.

Rodents and insects that 
find their way into crawl spac-
es can do significant damage. 
According to the pest control 
experts at Terminix®, pests 
can destroy insulation, gnaw 
through wiring and air ducts 
and damage the wooden sub-
structures of a home. Though 
many homeowners may go 
months if not years between 
trips to their crawl spaces, pe-
riodic visits to inspect for the 
presence of pests can help 
uncover any issues before 
they escalate into significant 
problems.

The discovery of pest prob-
lems in a crawl space can be 

unsettling. Some homeown-
ers may wonder how long 
they’ve been hosting these 
uninvited guests, while others 
may wonder what they can 
do to evict them once and for 
all. Fortunately, homeowners 
can employ various strategies 
to keep pests from taking 
over their crawl spaces.

· Seal cracks and openings. 
Pests may enter a crawl space 
through small cracks or open-
ings, much like cold or warm 
air can enter through similar 
cracks around windows and 
doors. Terminix® notes that 
homeowners can apply caulk 
or foam insulation around 
cracks or openings in their 
crawl spaces. No crack is too 
small to seal, as small insects 
like termites and ants don’t 
need much room to maneu-
ver their way into a home.

· Encapsulate the crawl 
space. Crawl spaces are dark 

and damp. Wet, humid con-
ditions attract rodents and 
insects, increasing the risk 
of infestation. Encapsulation 
closes and secures a crawl 
space with a thick vapor barri-
er that lines the floor and walls 
of the crawl space. Vapor bar-
riers can keep moisture from 
condensing on wood, making 
the area less likely to attract 
pests.

· Run a dehumidifier in the 
crawl space. Dehumidifiers 
can help homeowners control 
moisture in a crawl space. In 
fact, many companies that 
install vapor barriers recom-
mend running dehumidifiers 
after a barrier has been in-
stalled.

· Examine the perimeter of 
your home, particularly the 
exterior walls. Periodic exam-
inations of a home’s exterior 
may reveal brush that can 
make for ideal shelters for 

pests. Pests sheltering along 
the exterior walls of a home 
will eventually try to enter 
the home, likely through the 
crawl space. Remove piles of 
brush during routine walk-
arounds of the home and trim 
any bushes or shrubs that 
also may be providing shelter 
to pests.

· Keep an eye on the crawl 
space. Though crawl spac-
es can be difficult to access, 
homeowners should visit 
these spaces periodically. 
Inspections can help home-
owners determine if dehu-
midifiers are still running and 
allow them to check for pests 
or other issues, such as cracks, 
that may be inviting unwant-
ed guests into their homes.

Crawl spaces can become 
homes and breeding grounds 
for pests if homeowners don’t 
take measures to prevent 
such issues.
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Swimming Pool Landscaping Ideas 
Backyard pools provide a 

way to cool off and enjoy a 
taste of luxury without hav-
ing to travel. Backyard pools 
provided even more conve-
nience and a welcome respite 
in 2020, as many public pools 
were closed in response to so-
cial distancing restrictions put 
in place during the pandemic.

After installing pools, many 
homeowners realize that 
touching up the landscaping 
around the pool can provide 
the finishing touch to their 
backyard retreats. Not all 
landscaping is the same, and 
homeowners should choose 
plants that look beautiful, are 
tolerant to pool splash-out 

and won’t outgrow the area. 
The home and garden re-
source The Spruce notes that 
a plant that is attractive at two 
feet tall can grow rapidly and 
drop leaves or other debris 
into the pool.

When selecting options for 
pool landscaping, there are 
some considerations to keep 

in mind:
· Choose plants that will pro-

vide privacy.
· Know which kind of climate 

a plant needs prior to purchas-
ing it. Tropical plants may be 
fitting poolside, but will they 
endure when the season is 
over?

· Design according to the 
theme of the home, as plants 
should complement the exist-
ing style. Modern foliage may 
not blend well with a home 
styled after a traditional En-
glish cottage.

· Decide whether you can 
accept spreading or trailing 
plants that can cascade over 
retaining walls and other in-
frastructure.

· Look at trees that won’t 
drop too many leaves, flowers 
or fruit into the water.

· Think about having layers of 
plants to soften the landscape, 
which can make a small pool 
seem bigger and more luxuri-
ous, indicates the landscaping 
company Earth Development, 
Inc.

· Don’t overlook the possibili-
ty of a lawn abutting pavers or 
concrete surrounding a pool, 
as it can soften the edges and 
keep spaces open and invit-
ing.

· Incorporate herbs or fra-
grant plants, which can 
transform a pool day into 
a spa experience. Consider 
low-maintenance lavender as 
an option.

Pool landscaping must mar-
ry a variety of different fea-
tures and plant requirements. 
As a result, a professional con-
sultation may be the route to 
take. Landscape architects 
will have the know-how to se-
lect plant varieties that will be 
tolerant, beautiful and fulfill 
homeowners’ wishes.

Backyard pools can make a 
backyard retreat that much 
more enjoyable. Landscaping 
offers the softness and beauty 
that adds a finishing touch to 
poolside retreats.
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Whitecourt Town Council Update
Submitted by Town of 

Whitecourt

MARCH 24, 2021
The Government of Alberta 

recently announced changes 
to the Alberta Disaster Re-
covery Program which pro-
vides financial assistance 
to help restore uninsurable 
property lost or damaged 
by a disaster. The Province 
has implemented a 90:10 
cost-sharing arrangement 
with local governments and 
private-sector applicants, 
with the Province assisting 
for up to 90% of eligible di-
saster costs. In addition, a 
$500,000 funding cap per 
homeowner application, and 
a one-time limit on disas-
ter financial assistance per 
property has also been add-
ed to the program guidelines. 
The Town of Whitecourt, as 
a community susceptible to 
natural disasters due to its 
location and topography, is 
concerned about the impact 
these program changes will 
have not only on the munic-
ipality, but also local proper-
ty owners. The Alberta Urban 
Municipalities Association 
(AUMA), which advocates 
on behalf of communities 
across Alberta, is reviewing 
the potential impact this 
will have and the informa-
tion published by AUMA will 
be presented to Council at 
a future meeting for further 
discussion. For information 

on the Disaster Recovery 
Program and recent changes 
visit: www.alberta.ca/disas-
ter-assistance-and-recov-
ery-support.aspx.

Whitecourt recently re-
ceived notice from the Alber-
ta Justice and Solicitor Gen-
eral that it has implemented 
a chargeback model for the 
provincial portion of its Bi-
ology Casework Analysis 
Agreement (BCAA) expens-
es. As a result of this new 
model, Whitecourt received 
an invoice in the amount of 
$22,691.66 representing the 
Whitecourt RCMP Detach-
ment’s portion of the BCAA 
expenses for the year end-
ing March 31, 2021. Munici-
palities across Alberta were 
unaware of the Province’s 
intention to implement this 
chargeback model, and had 
no provisions in place to pay 
this expenditure. Whitecourt 
will be working with AUMA 
to determine the long term 
impacts of this change, and 
has deferred further discus-
sion on the item to 2021 final 
budget deliberations.

The newly established 
Whitecourt Tourism Com-
mittee will be administering 
the 2021 Tourism Enhance-
ment Grant Program, and 
applications for funding 
will be accepted until April 
22, 2021. The program pro-
vides financial assistance 
to enhance tourism relat-
ed events and/or products. 

Information on the grant 
program and application 
forms are available on www.
whitecourt.ca/Government/
Municipal-Grant-Opportu-
nities.

Whitecourt has adopted a 
2021 Tourism Strategic Plan. 
The Plan identifies goals and 
initiatives for the marketing 
and promotion of White-
court as a year-round tour-
ism destination.

Whitecourt has adopt-
ed Road Bans Bylaw 1564 
which will aid in protecting 
local roads during the spring 
thaw and unseasonable 
weather conditions. When 
bans are in place, the posted 
axle weight on the majority 
of weight restricted roads 
will be lowered to 75%. For 
overweight vehicles that are 
travelling along area high-
ways as well as local roads, 
the issuance of permits un-
der this Bylaw will be com-
pleted by the Transportation 
Routing and Vehicle Infor-
mation System-Multi Ju-
risdiction (TRAVIS-MJ). For 
overweight vehicles travel-
ling within the community, 
permits will be issued by 
the Town of Whitecourt. In-
formation on the bylaw, and 
details on how notices of the 
ban will be communicated to 
the public as well as permit 
application forms, will be 
posted on Whitecourt’s web-
site in the coming weeks.

Whitecourt is preparing a 

request for proposals for a 
long-term growth plan. The 
study, which was identified 
in the 2020 Strategic Plan, 
will help guide future infra-
structure, servicing and oth-
er long-term plans for the 
community for the next 50 
years.

Whitecourt and Wood-
lands County are proceeding 
with voluntary arbitration 
to finalize an Intermunicipal 
Collaboration Framework 
(ICF) and new cost sharing 
agreements. Both munic-
ipalities have agreed that 
the decisions made through 
the arbitration process will 
be retro-active to January 
1, 2020, and it is anticipated 
that new agreements will be 
finalized at the end of 2021. 
As Whitecourt is the main 
service provider, and con-
tinues to provide services to 
Woodlands County ratepay-
ers, Whitecourt requested 
minimum partial payments 
totaling $2.25 million to 
assist with related carry-
ing costs for joint services. 
Woodlands County has paid 
$500,000 towards 2020 
services, and recently con-
firmed its intention to pay 
$500,000 for 2021 services 
in in June 2021. Due to this 
funding shortfall, White-
court will be reviewing cash 
flow projections and the fi-
nancial impact on the 2021 
final budget.

National Infrastructure 
Assessment Engagement Paper

Submitted by Gerald So-
roka,  MP for Yellowhead

Gerald Soroka, Member of 
Parliament for Yellowhead, 
wishes to advise that the 
Department of Infrastruc-
ture and Communities has 
launched an Engagement 
Paper on Canada’s first 
National Infrastructure As-

sessment. This will set out 
the purpose and benefits 
of undertaking a National 
Infrastructure Assessment 
and seeks input from the 
public, Indigenous Peoples, 
provinces, territories, mu-
nicipalities, and stakehold-
ers on three main priorities 
of the assessment:

• Assessing Canada’s infra-

structure needs and estab-
lishing a long-term vision;

• Improving coordination 
among infrastructure own-
ers and funders; and

• Determining the best 
ways to fund and finance 
infrastructure.

The National Infrastruc-
ture Assessment, once in 
place, will help identify 

Canada’s evolving needs 
and priorities in the built 
environment and undertake 
evidence-based long-term 
planning toward a net-zero 
emissions future.

Deadline for receiving 
feedback is June 30, 2021.

More information can be 
found at:  nia-eni-doc-eng.
pdf (infrastructure.gc.ca)
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SPRING 2021

Map out the best way to navigate spring driving
with our guide that is fully loaded with helpful
features for today’s drivers. It’s your one-stop
resource for information, advice and
valuable local advertising geared
toward all things automotive!

Map out the best way to navigate spring driving
with our guide that is fully loaded with helpful
features for today’s drivers. It’s your one-stop
resource for information, advice and
valuable local advertising geared
toward all things automotive!
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When Should You Replace
Rotors And Brake Pads? 

AutoTUNE-UP

The ability to accelerate 
and steer freely is vital 
to vehicle performance. 
Equally crucial is being 

able to stop the car to 
avoid collisions and ob-
stacles. Brake pads and 
rotors are vital compo-

nents of braking mech-
anisms that need to be 
maintained and serviced.

Drivers may wonder 
how frequently they have 
to replace brake parts. 
Car and Driver maga-
zine states brake pads 
are among the most 
crucial braking compo-
nents. Brake pads create 
the friction that helps 
stop a car when they are 
pressed against the brake 
rotor, also known as the 
brake disc. It’s in drivers’ 
best interests to ensure 
that brake pads, as well 
as rotors, always function 
properly and are replaced 

before their effectiveness 
is compromised.

Replacing brake pads
Brake pads are made 

from different materials, 
but all will wear down 
over time, losing a portion 
of material every time the 
brakes are used. Eventu-
ally brake pads will not be 
able to generate enough 
friction to stop the vehi-
cle quickly. Industry ex-
perts generally recom-
mend brakes be replaced 
every 20,000 to 60,000 
miles. Since that is a wide 
mileage range, drivers 
can listen for squealing 
noises or grinding sounds 



CommunityVOICE     Page 17March 30, 2021

When Should You Replace Rotors and Brake Pads? 

AutoTUNE-UP
or feel for vibrations when 
deploying the brakes. 
Each of those signs may 
indicate brakes need to 
be replaced.

Replacing rotors
Like brake pads, rotors 

also will wear out over 
time. Brake rotors must 
meet a certain thickness 
to be considered safe. If 
they are below that thick-
ness, then they must be 
fully replaced. Some driv-
ers opt to have their rotors 
resurfaced. This means 
removing any grooves, 
hotspots or anomalies on 
the rotors that can cause 
uneven wear of the brake 
pads. However, if the ro-
tors are too thin, they can-

not be resurfaced, as this 
removes some addition-
al rotor material. Rotors 
can only be resurfaced 
once before replacement. 
Some vehicles have ro-
tors that cannot be resur-
faced at all.

Rotors can go thou-
sands of miles before 
they need to be replaced, 
but vibrations while brak-
ing and squeaking nois-
es are usually indicative 
that rotors need to be 
checked and/or replaced. 
Even though brake pads 
and rotors may wear 
out at different intervals, 
many automotive profes-
sionals advise replacing 
rotors when brake pads 

are changed for optimal 
performance and safety.

Brakes are an essential 
safety component. Work 
with a qualified mechan-
ic to have brake pads and 

rotors serviced before 
wear and tear adversely 
affects driver safety and 
vehicle performance. 



Page 18     CommunityVoice March 30, 2021

Vehicle Maintenance Tasks 
Drivers Don’t Want To Overlook 

AutoTUNE-UP
Savvy drivers recognize that 

maintenance is essential to 
keeping their vehicles run-
ning strong for years on end. 
Such maintenance ensures 
vehicles are safe to take out 
on the road, and basic upkeep 
also protects drivers’ financial 
investments in their cars and 
trucks.

Drivers who are not me-
chanically inclined tend to put 
their vehicles in the hands of a 
trusted mechanic to perform 
routine maintenance like oil 
changes. But there’s a host of 
simpler vehicle maintenance 
tasks that drivers don’t want 
to overlook, some of which 
can be performed without vis-
iting the auto body shop.

· Brake inspections: Brake in-

spections are best left to the 
professionals, who can check 
the thickness of brake pads 
and look for other indicators 
of excessive wear. The auto-
motive resource Cars.com 
recommends having brakes 
inspected during routine tire 
rotations, which many au-
tomotive professionals sug-
gest should be done every six 
months.

· Car wash: Car washes 
might not be the first task 
drivers associate with vehicle 
maintenance, but they can 
prevent long-term damage 
to cars and trucks. Damage 
from bird droppings and road 
salt and ice melt products 
in the winter can damage 
a vehicle’s paint job and its 

undercarriage. Wash the car 
on your own at home or vis-
it a professional car wash to 
perform this simple yet vital 
maintenance at regular inter-
vals and whenever you notice 
significant buildup of dirt and 
grime on the car’s exterior.

· Air filter: The air filter on a 
car or truck prevents debris, 
dirt and other contaminants 
from getting into the engine. 
The auto insurance experts 
at Allstate® advise drivers to 
inspect their vehicle air filters 
once a year. Air filters in need 
of replacement may appear 
dirty, and reduced fuel econ-
omy, unusual engine sounds 
and reduced horsepower are 
some other potential indica-
tors that an air filters needs to 

be replaced.
· Windshield wipers: Wind-

shield wiper blades are easily 
overlooked, but various auto-
motive experts recommend 
replacing wiper blades every 
six to 12 months. Old wiper 
blades won’t perform at peak 
capacity, dramatically reduc-
ing visibility during heavy rain 
and snowstorms. Anyone can 
replace their own windshield 
wiper blades in a matter of 
minutes, and new blades 
won’t break the bank.

Vehicle maintenance is not 
exclusive to tending to what’s 
under the hood. Keeping a car 
running smoothly for years in-
volves routine tasks that many 
drivers can perform without 
professional assistance.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Dog Caretaker

Alberta Beach & 
Surrounding Areas, thinking 
of a Seasonal Getaway? 
Worried about leaving your 
dog in a kennel? Don’t worry 
anymore, you can leave your 
pet with me! There is a wrap 
around deck and courtyard! 
I will provide tender loving 
care, with walks every day. 
Best of all, I’m cheaper than 
a kennel! Daily drop in’s or 
overnight stays welcome. If 
interested call 780-920-4166  
(4) 23-03 OG

Computers
FREE COMPUTER CHECK 
UP - Repairs NOT over $50. 
Get today good clean laptop 
for ONLY $150. FREE repairs 
for single parents and NO 
income. Upgrades, Screens, 
Batteries, Parts. Save photos, 
documents from old 
computers. WANTED: old, 
used, broken computers - 
Will clear ALL data. Call 780-
892-2407 (21) 23-02

Vehicles
2008 BMW 335i For Sale, 
157,000 kms, Black on black, 
auto, Brand new tires & 
rims, Brand new serpentine 
belt(have receipts), Brand 
new spark plugs & ignition 
coils, Power steering & 
coolant flushed, No rips on 
seats (MINT), Car sits on 
coilovers, Downpipes, Tail 
Q blow off valve, K&N cone 
air filters, Dinan MHD stage 
1+ tune installed, Also a set 
of winter tires ready to go, 
Only ever used premium fuel, 
Car is in amazing condition 
for the year! $ 10,900. No 
trades, no lowballers, serious 
inquiries only, Not in a rush 
to sell the vehicle, can only 
be viewed on week days after 
4pm & weekends anytime, if 
u have any questions text or 
call 780-908-6659 (S) OG

Buy & Sell
Vintage Guitars for sale. 
Acoustic & Electric. 500 

western pocket books, 
500 westerns on VHS, 200 
westerns on DVD. Call 780-
905-8345 (2) 23-03

I Buy Gun Collections, World 
War 2 collectibles, Call Jay 
Love for a quote 780-686-
1350 Stony Plain (28) 03-11-20

For Rent

Sangudo, Alberta – 2 
Bedroom Adult 40+ building, 
loves seniors, no pets, no 
smoking, $771/month, DD 
same, Available immediately. 
Call Ilda 780-999-7777 (8) 09-
02

Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 

55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $950 + tax. Please 
call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 
23-03 OG
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