Serving: Carvel, Darwell, Drayton Valley, Duffield, Entwistle, Evansburg, Fallis, Gainford,
Parkland County, Seba Beach, Tomahawk, Wabamun, Wildwood, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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Good News Story - It’s JK and
Kinder Registration Time!
Priority 1:
Student
Learning

February 14,
2022

It's Junior & Kindergarten Registration Time

Submitted
by News
GYPSD
GNS: Good
Story
Online registration is now open for your little one to begin their new learning
journey into our junior kindergarten or kindergarten programs for September
2022!

Online registration is now
open for your little one to
begin their new learning
journey into our junior kindergarten or kindergarten

GYPSD is proud to offer exemplary early learning programs at all our elementary
schools. Our meaningful play-based child-centered approach for our Junior
Kindergarten and full-day Kindergarten programs promote social and emotional
learning, empathy, language, communication, physical activity, literacy,
numeracy, inquiry, and exploration - allowing for individual growth and
development of a positive self-image.

Our early learners become welcomed and loved members of the GYPSD school
community and have all of the supports and services available to students in our
elementary schools:
a certified teacher to support programming
vital opportunities to interact/partner with older students
large gymnasiums and a variety of equipment to keep physically active
up-to-date libraries to grow a love of reading
special presentations, speakers, and other celebrations enjoyed by the
elementary school community
early intervention supports and resources such as speech-language
pathologists, occupational therapists, and our division psychologist

Be sure to register for junior
kindergarten or kindergarten
before April 30, 2022, for a
chance to win a Chromebook
for your family. All
registrations confirmed prior
to April 30th will be entered
into a draw for a
Chromebook. Winners will
be announced by May 30,
2022, and Chromebooks will
be delivered to the winners
after September 30.

programs for September
2022!
GYPSD is proud to offer
exemplary early learning
programs at all our elementary schools.
Continued on Page 2

Contact the GYPSD elementary closest to you for more information.

Hello! From The Wildwood And
Agriculture Society
gy p s d .c a

communications@gypsd.ca

Submitted by The Wildwood and District Agriculture Society

Hope you are enjoying
this spring like weather. I
bet some of you have got

Create.Achieve.Succeed.

your seeds planted already.
Oh yes... I hear you.... ‘’Mine
are already up”. Isn’t it so
exciting to know that you
can enter all those things
in the bench show this year.
Yahoo!!

The society has chosen the
theme for this years fair...
‘’We’re Back and It’s a Celebration.” That’s a challenge
to decide how to decorate
your float.
Continued on Page 4

County Receives Federal
Funding for Rural
Broadband Program
Submitted
County

by

Yellowhead

Several Yellowhead County
communities to benefit as part
of a Government of Canada investment to bring high-speed
Internet to underserved com-

munities in Alberta (February
9, 2022 - Yellowhead County
will receive funding as part of
the Government of Canada’s
Universal Broadband Fund
(UBF) to bring broadband services to several underserved
areas in the western part of the

County.
1. Background
In 2014, Yellowhead County
started work on our municipality’s Rural Communications
Strategy. It was part of a multiyear plan to develop...
Continued on Page 10
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Good News Story - It’s JK and
Kinder Registration Time!
Continued from Page 1
Our meaningful play-based
child-centered approach for
our Junior Kindergarten and
full-day Kindergarten programs promote social and
emotional learning, empathy,
language,
communication,
physical activity, literacy, numeracy, inquiry, and exploration - allowing for individual
growth and development of a
positive self-image.

Our early learners become
welcomed and loved members
of the GYPSD school community and have all of the supports and services available
to students in our elementary
schools:
a certified teacher to support
programming
vital opportunities to interact/partner with older students
large gymnasiums and a variety of equipment to keep phys-

ically active
up-to-date libraries to grow a
love of reading
special presentations, speakers, and other celebrations enjoyed by the elementary school
community
early
intervention
supports and resources such as
speech-language pathologists,
occupational therapists, and
our division psychologist

High-Speed Internet

Submitted by Gerald Soroka MP for Yellowhead
Gerald Soroka, Member of

Parliament for Yellowhead
wishes to advise that over
$41 million in funding for
21 projects will bring high-

speed Internet to 2,676
households in rural Alberta.
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Hello! From The Wildwood And Agriculture Society
Continued from Page 1
The picture that might be
used on the front cover of
the fair book needs to be
black, white and vertical.
Submit your creation to
Wilma.
The society is hosting a garage sale and the Wildwood
Recreation Complex on
May 7, 2022. It MAY extend
to include a tailgate odd and
unusual sale as well as tack.
We’ll keep you posted.

We will also co-host, with
the Yellowhead County, a
Farm Safety day on May 25,
2022. Everyone is welcome
to take part. Watch for further postings.
Wildwood Bronc Busting
will be hosting their event
at the grounds on June 18,
2022. Mark your calendar.
Enjoy
this
wonderful
weather and watch your
step... on the ice of course..
LOL.
Until next time- stay well
and be safe

Queen
Elizabeth
II
Platinum
Jubilee
Submitted by Gerald Soroka MP for Yellowhead
Gerald Soroka Member of
Parliament for Yellowhead
wishes to advise the launch
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Platinum Jubilee
marking the 70th anniversary of her accession to the
Throne.
The deadline to apply
for funding for community projects is February 22,
2022.
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February 2022

Your Guide to

Planning Your Big Day
Filled with helpful planning advice, savvy how-to tips and the latest wedding trends,
as well as a host of local wedding vendors here to help you plan the perfect day!

Bridal Guide
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Savings Strategies For
Weddings

The question was popped; the
engagement ring presented.
What’s the next step on the
road to the wedding? Saving
should definitely be on couples’ minds.
A wedding is likely the most
costly party couples will ever
throw. According to The Knot’s
2019 Real Weddings Study,
the average cost of a wedding
in 2019 was $33,900. There
are many different costs associated with weddings. Some
are predictable, while others
are unexpected.
Investopedia says the vast majority of couples budget too little for their weddings and also

end up spending more than
they had planned. Various
strategies can make it easier to save for a wedding and
avoid a post-wedding financial
hangover.
Get informed
It’s impossible to budget for a
wedding and ultimately save
without knowledge of what
services and items cost in the
region where you live. A wedding in New York City will be
expensive, while a wedding in
Mississippi will cost a lot less,
indicates SuperMoney’s guide
to wedding costs.
Conduct some research and
find out what photographers,
florists, transportation provid-

ers, reception halls, and wedding wardrobe vendors charge
for common services. This will
paint a vivid picture of what a
wedding may cost in your area.
Flesh out the budget
Once you have gathered estimates, you can then figure
out a financial goal. This also
is when you can determine
where to rein in spending
and where you might want
to splurge. If having a video
memory of the wedding is not
a top priority, you can skip videography services. If you have
a special flower that you like,
you may want to budget more
for that bloom even if it isn’t in
season.
Set up a dedicated savings account
One of the easiest ways to
save for big-ticket items like
a wedding, home purchase or
other financial goals is to use
an automatic savings account
that may be available through
your bank or employer. An
automatic savings plan will
pull a set amount from a personal checking account into a
savings account through auto-draft. The bride and groom
can link individual checking accounts to one savings account

to contribute jointly.
Avoid overspending
An analysis of your spending
habits will likely reveal areas
where you can scale back so
you can devote more funds to
wedding savings. Do you need
a takeout coffee in the morning or can you brew a pot at
home? Might you be able to
scale back on streaming services? Do you feel comfortable
buying less expensive store
brand groceries over name
brands? Small cost savings
can quickly add up.
Add up gifts
Factor in deduction of expenses that other people will
commit to covering for wedding expenses, but only if you
have concrete confirmation. A
parent may host the rehearsal
dinner. One’s relative may
offer to pass down an antique
wedding gown to wear. But
rather than simply removing
these gifts from your savings
calculations, keep them as a
safety net to put toward unforseen expenses.
Saving for a wedding can be
challenging. But various strategies can help couples plan
their dream weddings without
breaking the bank.

Bridal Guide
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Planning Tricks The
Professionals Use

Wedding planning can be an
exciting undertaking, but couples who have already walked
down the aisle can attest that
wedding planning also can
be stressful. Ensuring all of
the details come out right can
prove overwhelming at times.
Hiring a wedding planner is
one way to alleviate some
of the stress associated with
wedding planning. Couples
who do not have the money
to hire wedding planner can
borrow some of the tips and
tricks professionals rely on
when planning weddings.
Make guests the first priority
Even though it may seem like
weddings should be geared
around couples tying the
knot, many wedding planners advise couples to focus
on accommodating their
guests. Having a handle on
the number of people who
will be attending, any of their
specific needs (allergies, mobility issues, etc.), providing a
comfortable environment (addressing bugs, weather, seating shortages), and knowing
how much space guests will
require can make choosing a
venue that much easier.

Rent what you don’t have
Renting rather than purchasing items can save couples
money. Wedding planners
do not stockpile items such
as tables, chairs and decorations. Instead, they rely on
rental companies to provide
what is necessary. According
to Minneapolis-based professionals The Wedding Guys,
even couples working with
small budgets can enhance
or elevate their weddings by
working with rental companies.
Flush out foliage
Wedding planners know that
flowers cost a great deal of
money, especially flowers
that are not native to the region where couples are getting married. The process of
making arrangements can
be time-consuming. Also,
many flowers no longer produce strong scents because
they’re bred for longer stems
and a lengthy vase life. Interspersing potted plants with
arrangements that are lighter
on blooms and heavier on
filler can help cost-conscious
couple stick to budget.
Trust vendors’ advice

Wedding vendors tend to
know one another and can be
good sources of information.
A wedding photographer, for
example, may be able to tell
couples which reception venues photograph particularly
well, and a reception manager may know which DJs
or bands are best at getting
guests on the dance floor.
Negotiate before signing the
contract
Wedding planners understand that vendors may be
more willing to offer perks or
extras rather than adding up
a la carte pricing before the
contract is signed. This way

they secure the reservation
on good will. Negotiating for
more later on may be difficult.
Get organized
Organization is key. Bridesand grooms-to-be may want
to enlist friends or relatives
with a flair for organization to
help with details.
Borrowing tricks from wedding planners can help couples save money and avoid
stress.
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County Receives Federal Funding for Rural
Broadband Program
Continued from Page 1
... and build a Yellowhead
County Tower Network System
with a goal to enhance connectivity to underserviced areas in
the County.
Yellowhead County needed to build a more robust and
reliable backbone system network for cell service, broadband internet service, Protective Services communications
connectivity and wildland fire

detection.
There are four key parts of
the Yellowhead County Tower
Network System:
1. Internal staff and Protective Services connectivity
2. Enhanced cellular service
by co-locating ISP providers
on County Towers
3. Broadband Internet provisions for Yellowhead County
residents
4. Early-Warning wildland

fire detection system
The project began with the
first two tower tenders going
out to the Alberta Purchasing
Connection (APC) site for bidders to build two towers – one
in Wildwood the other in Obed.
Since the 2014 project start,
Yellowhead County has been
able to place 11 tower projects
on the APC site allowing bidders from all over Canada the
chance to participate in build-

ing towers, and benefiting the
economy. Enabling this project also extends coverage to
many regions that previously
had poor or no ability for connectivity. This also began to lay
the backbone for a broadband
system and a platform for cell
phone providers and internet
service providers.
Tower sites are strategically
placed to allow for fibre connection, microwave links, industry needs, emergency services and staff coverage, and
to provide coverage and connectivity to residents. These
towers can offer numerous
immediate advantages, including expanding the public safety
communications
infrastructure
(through
emergency services) and providing communications services for our industry ratepayers.
2. Federal Grant Funding
Part of the ongoing Rural
Communications plan was
for Yellowhead County to find
ways to provide broadband
services in a cost-effective
manner.
Yellowhead County has been
applying for all available Provincial and Federal grants that
would fund the Rural Communications Plan since 2014.
In December of 2020, the
Federal Government created a
program under the Universal
Broadband Fund (UBF) called
the Rapid Response Stream.
This fund was for shovel-ready
projects identified by Innovation, Science and Economic
Development Canada (ISED)
as having inadequate or no
coverage.
There was a very short timeline for responses to be sent in.
A section of the western part
of Yellowhead County met the
ISED requirements and funding limits.
During the grant application
process, ....
Continued on Page 12
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
963-7984

Hall Rentals
Bright Bank Hall, 780-9686813
Camp Encounter, Vincent
Mireau - Camp Director.
director@campencounter.
com. C: 780-504-2012 W: 780967-2548
Cherhill Community Assoc.
Hall, Kevin 780-785-8153
Darwell Centennial Hall, 780892-3099
Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra
780-785-2907
Duffield Hall, 892-2425
Entwistle Community League
Hall Rentals, Call Barry
Osbourne (780) 621-2541
Entwistle Senior’s Drop In
Centre, Barb 727-2108 or
Glennis 727-4367 Mon-Fri
Evansburg Senior’s Heritage
House, Dennis 727-4186
Evansburg Legion, upper hall
250 people, 727-3879
Fallis
Community
Laurence 797-3123

Hall,

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-9519452
Keephills
Hall
keephillsrentals@gmail.com
(780) 919-6590 keephillshall.
com Contact Hayley Butz
Lake Isle Community Hall,
PH: 780-892-3121 or Email:
lakeislehall@mail.com
Lake Romeo PeaVine Hall,
785-2700
Magnolia Hall, 727-2015
Manley Goodwill Community
Hall, 963-9165 or 916-0146
Mayerthorpe
Centre, 786-4044

Diamond

Moon Lake Community Hall,
Diane 780-514-4694
Park Court Hall, call or text
Karyn 780-712-3918
Parkland Village Community
Centre,
780-298-9155
@
PVCCentre
Ravine
Community
Hall,
Dawna @ 780-325-2460
Rich Valley Community Hall,
967-3696 or 967-5710
Rosenthal Community Hall,

Smithfield Community Hall,
Wanita 780-718-8824.
Tomahawk & District Sports
Agra, Bookings: Kathy 780339-3773.
Wabamun Jubilee Hall, 780727-3947.
Wildwood Community Hall,
325-2180 or 780-514-6105
Wildwood Rec Complex 3252077 or 514-8944
Wildwood Senior’s Hall, 3253787 or 325-2391

U-Pick
U-Pick It OPEN 1-6 p.m.
Tuesday to Sunday until
August
25th.
Closed
Mondays. Located at 53520
Range Road 75 (2.5 KM North
of Evansburg). Call 780-7274344 for messages.

Services

FREE Computer repairs for
single parents or low income
families. PC Repairs not
over $50- no prepayment.
WANTED: Old, used, broken
computers,
tablets,
cell
phones, plugs for parts. Will
clear data. Good refurbished
computer
windows
10
available for $150 loaded. 780892-2407

For Sale
Equipment Rental Business
for sale in Barrhead. Turn
key
opportunity
for
a
mechanically
inclined
individual. Will sell or lease
shop with the business. Shop
is 40x60 with mezzanine and
office. Price is negotiable
depending
on
what
equipment units are included
in sale. Serious inquiries only.
For more information please
call or text 780-674-7862.
Barrheadrentalandsales@
hotmail.com. (

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel
in Onoway, AB. offering
daily, weekly or monthly
rentals. All utilities included,
55 inch tv with Satellite.
Double bedrooms, furnished
bachelors with full kitchen
and furnished 1 bedrooms
with full kitchen available.
Starting at $950 + tax. Please
call for viewing, 780-9674420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com
New 2 Bdrm apt on the water
in Alberta Beach. Available
immediately! $1350. Text only
780-667-3304
Onoway 1 & 2 bdrm renovated
suites, reasonable rent. 780782-6706. 780-920-3652

Wanted
Older boat trailer to fit a 12ft
boat. Also, Wanted; Camper
jacks for 8ft camper. 780-5140272

Page 12

CommunityVoice

County Receives Federal Funding for Rural
Broadband Program
Continued from Page 10

Yellowhead County worked
with
several
Canadian
partners who specialize in
this industry to research
and develop the data needed
for the grant application.
Yellowhead
County
has
been ready to work with the
best-qualified
companies
to help the County meet
the grant requirements. The
partners included both local
and national companies
who all have a presence
in our province and were
determined to be the best fit
for the project.

The grant application was
successful, and the project to
provide Robb, Brule, Mountain View Estates, Aspen
Heights, Seabolt, Grandview,
Maskuta, Carldale and Yellowhead County East River
Road with better broadband
services is now underway
with the federal government’s
Universal Broadband Fund.
The number of households
that this grant will directly
assist in Yellowhead County
is 395 residences located in
the communities listed above.
This federal grant will allow
Yellowhead County to continue to build the network’s

backbone and expand cellular and broadband services
throughout the region. The
grant enables Yellowhead
County to continue to build
an expanding open network
that any service provider
can use to provide services
to county residents and industry. The goal is to get fibre connections to as many
households as possible and
create new wireless options
where fibre is not an option.
This network will be an entirely new system and will
not use old, unsupported, and
outdated infrastructure already in place.
Households in these locations identified by Innovation, Science, and Economic
Development (ISED) Canada
for the project will have an
option to get fibre lines directly to their residences. This
will be a one-time opportunity with no cost to the property owner for the installation
of the fibre connection.
County residents and businesses, however, must still
rely on the interest of commercial cellular and internet

February 15, 2022

providers to bring in these
services. But as Yellowhead
County has effectively covered the cost of infrastructure
development—with support
from the grant funding—
commercial service providers have only to attach their
services to these towers. Yellowhead County has made it
easier for service providers
to bring their coverage to our
communities, but it’s still up
to them to see this enticing
business opportunity.
The funding breakdown for
the Rapid Response Program
project and the grant amount
is:
Yellowhead County has also
applied for additional funding
under Canada’s Connectivity
Strategy’s UBF program to allow more network backbone
to be built in all populated areas of Yellowhead County.
3. Ongoing System Builds:
While there are several additional places in the County
that could benefit from better
coverage, the next two sites
waiting for Provincial grants
that have been applied for
are located in the McKay and
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Teachers Want Normalcy, But
Caution Is Still Needed

Submitted by The Alberta
Teacher’s Associations

In response to the latest
COVID-19 provincial update, ATA president Jason
Schilling has released the
following statement:
Just one month ago, the
government decided to
extend winter break and
provided
new,
medical
grade masks to all schools.
Now just days after those
masks have arrived in some
schools, the provincial government has decided to
eliminate masking requirements entirely. The school
community expects that
the government will make
decisions after carefully
considering expert scientific advice and, when appropriate, proceed with a
gradual reduction in safety
protocols so that students

Submitted by MLA Mark
Smith
That is what Albertans
were seeing when they
looked at January’s Labour
Force Survey from Statistics Canada that showed Alberta created 7,000 net new
jobs in January, while much
of the country saw significant losses.
The report shows Alberta continued to lead Canada with an employment
rate of 64.5 per cent and a
declining
unemployment
rate. Alberta is one of only
five provinces to see such
growth and one of only four
provinces to see a drop in
its unemployment rate.
This data followed a strong
year for Alberta that saw
nearly 130,000 net new jobs
created and our unemployment rate drop to its lowest
since before the pandemic
began. While modest, Janu-

and teachers can continue
to learn and teach with confidence that our schools are
safe and healthy places.
“A return to a more normal school setting is something that everyone is hoping for. However, we do not
want a hasty decision, only
to take us a step backwards
in a few weeks. We urge the
government to take a more
cautious approach regarding the safety protocols in
schools.”
“Teachers, like most Albertans, are tired of the
pandemic, but they are also
worried about the speed
at which the government
announced the removal of
the one protection that was
available to all students—
masking.”
Throughout the past two
years, the minister of education has consistently ab-

dicated the responsibility of
the pandemic response to
school boards. The minister
has stated the importance
of school boards’ autonomy and their ability to make
decisions
and
respond
to specific local needs. In
response, many boards
stepped up and made the
hard, but necessary, decisions to ensure community
safety. However yesterday,
this strategy changed, and
the minister stripped school
boards of their capacity to
respond to COVID in their
schools and communities.
“Once again, the government has made a decision
without consulting educational stakeholders, including the Association and
school boards. Consulting
those working every day
in schools was the bare
minimum the government

Jobs, Jobs, Jobs.

ary’s numbers show a continuation of those trends.
Year over year, Alberta’s unemployment rate has gone
from 10.8 per cent in January of last year to 7.2 per
cent last month.
Our people are going back
to work. The share of those
ages 25 to 54 with jobs – the
“prime age employment
rate” – exceeded to approximately 85 per cent in January – the highest rate we’ve
seen in seven years.
The January labour numbers also showed very
strong numbers for female
labour participation. The
labour force participation
rate for women ages 25 to
54 is now approximately 85
per cent – the highest rate in
the history of our province.
That is amazing news for
our economy.
As the pandemic wanes,
Alberta’s economic recovery continues to show

strong momentum. This is a
far cry from when the Notley NDP lost 200,000 jobs
with no pandemic. Alberta
is starting to look like its old
self again as our oilpatch
roars and our people go
back to work. As many have
said, Alberta is starting to
get its “swagger back”.
Our economy is also
continuing to experience
strong economic diversification, and I am confident
we will continue to see
growth in our province as
word spreads that Alberta
is a business and entrepreneur-friendly jurisdiction
with a high quality of life
and low cost of living.
Last year, we saw several
record-breaking
investments in our province, and
we are looking forward to
even more investment in
2022. The most recent reports show increases in retail sales, restaurant sales,

should have done. They
didn’t.”
The government of Alberta has repeatedly stated that schools reflect the
COVID that is present in
the community. Average
COVID rates remain at a
high level across the province, and students will now
be in crowded spaces, many
poorly ventilated, without
masks.
“We have consistently
heard from the government that schools reflect
the COVID that is present
in the community. Why remove the mask mandate so
quickly when community
spread has not decreased
significantly? What will be
so different next week from
this week?”

wholesale trade and oil production. Further, the province saw building permits
increase by 30 per cent over
the past year.
The pandemic has been
challenging for so many
Albertans, but we will soon
be back to normal, at which
point our economy will really take-off. I am very excited about the outlook for
our province. If we can produce such strong numbers
with a pandemic weighing
on us, imagine what we will
do when we are back to normal. Alberta is coming back,
and I am very much looking
forward to the days ahead.
Thank you, as always, for
your strength and fortitude.
I look forward to providing
you with more positive updates soon about jobs and
Alberta’s economic recovery soon.
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