
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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$110,907 LOTTO 6/49 Prize WOn in 

WhiTecOurT!

OnLine ServiceS Make LiFe eaSier 
FOr aLberTanS

MiniMaL SMOke DaMage aFTer earLy 
MOrning Fire aT TOWn FaciLiTy

Submitted by Town of 
Whitecourt

Dylan Savage was delight-
ed when he checked his 
LOTTO 6/49 ticket and dis-
covered he won $110,907.10 
on the December 25 draw.

“I checked my ticket on 
the Lotto Spot app,” he said 
while claiming his prize. “I 
was – and still am – pretty 

excited!”
“I took my phone and 

showed my wife,” he con-
tinued. “I couldn’t believe it! 
All I could say was, ‘Look!’”

The winner said he has 
a couple of ideas for his 
windfall.

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta 

Alberta’s government con-
tinues to reduce red tape by 
modernizing and stream-
lining services.

Since June 2020, when 
changes were introduced 
to make registry services 
more accessible, more than 
350,000 transactions have 
been completed online.

“We’ve been working hard 

with industry partners to 
make sure Albertans have 
options that are flexible, 
convenient and modern. 

Continued on Page 4

Submitted by Town of 
Whitecourt

At approximately 2:00 
a.m. on February 10, the 
Whitecourt Fire Depart-

ment responded to a fire 
at the Scott Safety Centre. 
The fire started on the roof-
top over the Whitecourt 
Wolverines dressing room; 
some areas of the dress-

ing room are affected from 
smoke damage.

The incident has not im-
pacted other areas of the 
facility, ... 

Continued on Page 4
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$110,907 LOTTO 6/49 Prize Won In Whitecourt!
Continued from Page 1

“I’m going to pay some 
bills and finish a couple 
home renovations,” he said. 
“My wife would like to take 
a family vacation at some 

point as well.”
Savage purchased his win-

ning LOTTO 6/49 ticket at 
the Whitecourt IGA located 
at 4802 51 Street in White-
court. He shared the game’s 
second-highest prize with 

two other tickets purchased 
somewhere in Ontario. He 
won by matching five of the 
six main draw numbers and 
the Bonus number – 4, 13, 
21, 24, 31, 45 and the Bonus, 
number 41.

February 22, 2022
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Minimal Smoke Damage 
After Early Morning Fire At 
Town Facility

Continued from Page 1

... and arena operations 
will proceed per the normal 
schedule.

Thank you to the White-

court Fire Department for 
its quick response to this 
emergency. The use of the 
Tower 1, the Department’s 
new aerial unit, assisted in 
minimizing the impact of 
this fire to the public facility.

February 22, 2022

Online Services Make Life Easier For Albertans
Continued from Page 1

The increased use in on-
line services is an important 
milestone as we continue to 
reduce red tape and make 
services more accessible.”

Nate Glubish, Minister of 
Service Alberta 

Services can be complet-
ed anytime, anywhere, and 
Albertans are increasingly 
looking to complete these 
transactions online. For 

example, new parents can 
register the birth of their 
child and order their child’s 
first birth certificate before 
they leave the hospital, or 
when they return home. 
Since changes were made, 
more than 83 per cent of 
all birth registrations and 
about 75 per cent of first 
birth certificate orders have 
been completed online.

The following registry ser-
vices were brought online 
in 2020 and 2021:

•	 Birth	registrations
•	 Birth	certificate	or-

dering
•	 Extra-provincial	

registration for corpora-
tions and limited partner-
ships across western Cana-
da

•	 Name	 Search	 Re-
port ordering

•	 Annual	 registra-

tion renewals for various 
vehicle types

•	 In-transit	 permit	
orders

•	 Specialty	 licence	
plate orders

•	 Standard	and	com-
mercial driver’s abstracts

•	 Vehicle	 informa-
tion reports

•	 Duplicate	 vehicle	
registration certificates

MyAlberta Digital ID has 
been a key element for Al-
berta’s government to bring 
more services online. A ver-
ified MyAlberta Digital ID 
account allows Albertans 
to sign in, verify their iden-
tities using their driver’s 
licences or ID cards, and 
complete registry services 
without needing to visit a 
registry agent in person.
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MP SOrOka’S STaTeMenT On FreeDOM OF SPeech
Submitted by Gerald Soroka 

MP for Yellowhead

Gerald Soroka, Member of 
Parliament for Yellowhead, 
gave the following statement 
in the House. 

“Mr. Speaker, prior to my 
time in Parliament, I served in 
municipal government. I was 
encouraged to speak up on be-
half of the people who put their 
trust in me. I am concerned I 
do not have the same freedom 
to ask legitimate questions 
about the government or pop-
ular narratives of society. In 
the past two years, many of the 
people in my riding have ex-
pressed concerns about their 
rights and freedoms. We say 
every Canadian has individual 
rights and freedoms, but our 
right to free speech is under 
attack. I am not talking about 
hate speech, but about having 
one’s own opinion or question-
ing the government or society’s 
popular narrative. For me, it 
seems that if someone asks 
questions about or does not 
agree with this narrative, their 
voice is shut down by hateful 
rhetoric, labelling them racist, 
misogynistic or a conspiracy 
theorist.

What has happened to our 
freedom of speech? I hope we 
all can work to re-establishing 
this core principle in our do-
mestic society.”

February 22, 2022

MP SOrOka QueSTiOnS The MiniSTer On FirearMS
Submitted by Gerald Soroka 

MP for Yellowhead

Gerald Soroka, Member of 
Parliament for Yellowhead, 
asked the following during 
Question Period:

“Mr. Speaker, John, a con-
stituent in my riding, has 
been a firearm owner for over 
50years. He served in the mil-
itary and never had an issue 

related to the firearms he has 
owned. Many criminals in Can-
ada purchase illegal handguns 
and commit crimes anywhere 
from armed robbery to mur-
der and the government does 
nothing to stop them.

When will the Liberal gov-
ernment start punishing crim-
inals instead of law-abiding 
citizens and remove the order 
in council so that John can sell 

his firearms?”
Reply:
Hon. Mark Holland (Lead-

er of the Government in the 
House of Commons, Lib.): 

“Mr. Speaker, we have consis-
tently introduced responsible 
legislation on firearms to make 
sure that the laws in place 
protect Canadians and that 
lawful firearms ownership is 
also protected, but that, like all 

forms of rights and freedoms 
in our society, comes with rea-
sonable restrictions. Just as in 
any other element of life, that 
is what we do with firearms be-
cause our priority is the safety 
of Canadians and making sure 
that we do not let ideology get 
in the way of making decisions 
for public safety.”
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WhaT MaTTer TO yOu -FreeDOM OF chOice & 
Privacy

Submitted by MLA Shane 
Getson

PART	 I	 Canadian	 Charter	 of	
Rights	 and	 Freedoms	 Where-
as Canada is founded upon 
principles that recognize the 
supremacy of God and the rule 
of law: 

Rights	and	freedoms	in	Can-
ada 1 The Canadian Charter of 
Rights	 and	 Freedoms	 guaran-
tees the rights and freedoms 
set out in it subject only to such 

reasonable limits prescribed 
by law as can be demonstrably 
justified in a free and demo-
cratic society. 

Fundamental freedoms 2 
Everyone	 has	 the	 following	
fundamental freedoms: (a) 
freedom of conscience and re-
ligion; (b) freedom of thought, 
belief, opinion, and expression, 
including freedom of the press 
and other media of communi-
cation; (c) freedom of peaceful 
assembly; and (d) freedom of 

association.
We are fortunate to have a 

very fulsome, yet simple char-
ter of rights in our country, 
and elegant document that all 
can read and understand.  Our 
charter of rights, the constitu-
tion as it were is not very old, 
so it still should be fresh in ev-
eryone’s mind.  The same can 
be	 said	 about	 the	 Emergen-
cy Measures Act, which was 
amended in 1988 I believe, be-
fore	that	it	was	called	the	WAR	

Measures act.
WAR	 /	 Emergency	 Mea-

sures: Like the constitution, 
which defines the principals 
and rights we have in Canada, 
the emergency measures act is 
only to be used under the dir-
est circumstances…like well, a 
war	or	in	the	case	of	PM	Elliot	
Trudeau when a domestic ter-
rorist group, known as the FLQ 
kidnapped a foreign ambassa-
dor (James Cross), and mur-
dered a Quebec cabinet min-
ister (Pierre LaPorte).  Some 
say that the circumstances 
there didn’t even warrant the 
act being invoked, but it was 
limited in time, and location to 
end very quickly a violent sit-
uation.

The preamble of the act be-
low, the Coles notes version 
as it were, something that the 
current PM should have read 
states the purpose, and how in 
general terms the act should 
be used. Here is the link so you 
can	 read	 for	 yourself.	 (Emer-
gencies Act (justice.gc.ca)).

WHEREAS	 the	 safety	 and	
security of the individual, the 
protection of the values of the 
body politic and the preserva-
tion of the sovereignty, security 
and territorial integrity of the 
state are fundamental obliga-
tions of government.

AND	 WHEREAS	 the	 ful-
filment of those obligations 
in Canada may be seriously 
threatened by a national emer-
gency and, to ensure safety and 
security during such an emer-
gency, the Governor in Council 
should be authorized, subject 
to the supervision of Parlia-
ment, to take special tempo-
rary measures that may not be 
appropriate in normal times.

AND	 WHEREAS	 the	 Gover-
nor in Council, in taking such 
special temporary measures, 
would be subject to the Ca-
nadian	 Charter	 of	 Rights	 and	
Freedoms and the Canadian 
Bill	of	Rights	...	

Continued on Page 10
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Bridal Guide
February 2022

Your Guide to
Planning Your Big Day
Filled with helpful planning advice, savvy how-to tips and the latest wedding trends,
as well as a host of local wedding vendors here to help you plan the perfect day!
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How To Plan a winTer wedding 

Weddings take place through-
out the year, but some 
months have traditionally 
proven more popular times of 
year for happy couples to tie 
the knot.
Summer was long known 
as the most popular season 
for weddings, but that trend 
has shifted in recent years. 
According to the 2020 Wed-
dingWire Newlywed Report, 
36 percent of couples get 
married in the fall, making au-
tumn the most popular time to 
say “I do.”
Though October and Septem-
ber are the two most popular 
months to marry, budget-con-
scious couples may want to 

consider getting married in 
winter. December, January 
and February are the least 
popular wedding months, 
but the experts at Wedding-
Wire note that getting mar-
ried during the slow season 
has its benefits. Vendors, 
including wedding planners 
and venues, may offer their 
services and facilities at dis-
counted prices in winter to 
account for the slow season. 
And guests might be thankful 
to have a fun event to look 
forward to during a time of 
year when social schedules 
tend to be less busy.
Many wedding components 
will stay the same regard-

less of when couples walk 
down the aisle. However, 
couples may need to take a 
few things into consideration 
as they begin planning winter 
weddings.
· Avoid holiday weekends. 
Just because social sched-
ules are not always so busy 
in winter that doesn’t mean 
couples can pick any winter 
weekend to tie the knot. The 
holiday season, which be-
gins on Thanksgiving week-
end in late November and 
lasts until New Year’s Day, 
is a hectic time of year for 
many people. Avoid holiday 
weekends like Thanksgiving 
and the weekends before 

or after Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve/New Year’s Day. 
These weekends already are 
busy travel times, so cou-
ples might not be able to get 
guest-friendly rates on hotel 
rooms, and some guests may 
already have plans to visit 
family. In addition to the De-
cember holidays, avoid the 
first weekend in February. 
That’s Super Bowl weekend, 
and many people may be re-
luctant to travel on the day of 
the big game.

Continued on Page 9

Bridal Guide
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How To Plan a winter wedding 

Continued from Page 8

·Research local weather. 
It’s impossible to predict the 
weather, but savvy couples 
can research local weather 
in the town or city where 
they’re getting married to 
determine when is the most 
travel-friendly month to host 
their weddings. Some re-
gions get heavy snowfall in 
January, while others may be 
more susceptible to late win-
ter snowstorms. Couples with 
a lot of out-of-town guests 
should choose a winter week-
end where snowfall is unlikely 
so guests don’t have to en-
dure travel delays on their 
way to and from the wedding.

· Purchase wedding insur-
ance. Wedding insurance is 
a wise investment for every 
couple, but it can be espe-
cially valuable for couples 
tying the knot in winter. Each 
policy is different, but wedding 
insurance policies should pro-
tect couples’ investments if 
storms force local officials to 
declare a state of emergency 
that prohibits travel. Make 
sure the policy covers both 
cancellations and postpone-
ments.
Winter weddings can help 
couples save money. Plan-
ning such affairs may require 
paying attention to details that 
would not garner much con-

sideration during other times 
of year.

Bridal Guide
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LeTTer TO 
The eDiTOr

Submitted by Carol Cunning-
ham

My mother and I go out to 
see my father and brother at 
Fern	 Valley	 cemetery	 towards	
Gunn Alberta, County of Lac 
Ste Anne. We go at least two 
to three times a year. We have 
been out a couple times al-
ready this year (2021) and ev-
erything was fine, the grounds 
have been well-kept. Septem-
ber 4, 2021, we went out there 
and the pictures attached be-
low are what we saw. My mom 
is terribly upset, and I am more 
extremely upset. Not only did 
they damage and desecrate 
my father and brother’s grave 
covers they did not even have 
the courtesy to contact us. My 
father and brother have been 
out there for over 30 years, and 
this has never happened until 
now. I would like the county to 
contact me about when they 
plan to rectify the situation 
by replacing the grave covers 
hopefully in a timely manner. 
This has been ongoing for five 
months already.

February 22, 2022

What Matter to You -Freedom of Choice & Privacy
Continued from Page 6

...and must have regard to 
the International Covenant on 
Civil	and	Political	Rights,	par-
ticularly with respect to those 
fundamental rights that are not 
to be limited or abridged even 
in a national emergency.

So herein lies the rub.  I hon-
estly believe that neither the 
founding fathers of our coun-
try, nor those that create the 
laws, especially the constitu-

tion, the War Measures Act, 
or	 the	 Emergency	 Measures	
Act for that matter could have 
conceived that we would have 
such an underqualified Prime 
Minister that would be elected.  
Moreover, that there would be 
checks and balances in place, 
that would not allow only 
foolhardy actions but reck-
less abandon when it comes to 
rights and freedoms.  

I’ll ask all of you to help me 
to put this to an end, I fear that 

we are going to have a stain 
on our country’s history at 
this point, but there also have 
been so many good things that 
have come out of the last three 
weeks.  We have seen many of 
the leaders for what they are.  
We have seen the best and the 
worst of ourselves along the 
way as well.  What I am asking 
you is this.

Stop talking about vaccines 
and masks.  Let people have 
their privacy back, and respect 

their choices, even if they were 
not the same you would have 
made.  We are at the end of 
this.  Let’s take the time to like 
each other again, there have 
been so many new names and 
labels invented that are hurt-
ful, let them go, its not worth 
losing your soul over, and it 
sure as heck not worth losing 
our country over.  We are way 
stronger together, then what 
we are being driven apart.
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classified ads - call 962-9228
CLASSIFIED RATES 
INCLUDE GST.  1st 20 Words: 
First Insertion = $6.00; 
Subsequent insertion = 
$3.00 each. (Eg: 2 insertions 
= $9.00; 3 insertions = 
$12.00; 4 insertions = 
$15.00; etc) Each additional 
word is 20 cents per word, 
per insertion.   BOLD/
CAPITAL text available for 
an additional $1/line. Ads 
must be paid in advance. 
No Refunds Allowed on 
Classified Ads. DEADLINE: 
is Thurs. 4:00 pm. Classified 
ads may be called in to the 
COMMUNITY VOICE office 
at (780) 962-9228, emailed 
to:  comvoice@telusplanet.
net Ads may also be placed 
on the web at www.com-
voice.com/classified.htm

Hall Rentals

Alberta Beach Agliplex, 
Susan 780-996-2960.

Alberta Beach & District 
Seniors 50+ Club. Air 
conditioning! Space 
Available! Val: 780-690-1655 
or Dianne: 780-217-8482

Anselmo Community Hall, 
Phone 780-786-4280

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-
6813

Cherhill Legion, Mary 780-
785-3578.

Cherhill Community Assoc. 
Hall, Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 
780-892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone 
Debra 780-785-2907

Goose Lake Hall, Contact 
Deanna (780) 584-3738

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-
951-9452

Hathersage Community 
Centre, Noreen at 786-2946

Lake Isle Community Hall, 
PH: 780-892-3121 or Email: 
lakeislehall@mail.com

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill 
Community Hall, 963-9165 
or 916-0146

Mayerthorpe Diamond 
Centre, Charlotte at 786-
4659

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-
2470.

Onoway Community Hall, 
967-4749.

Onoway Heritage Center - 
Gym/Classrooms, 967-1015

Onoway Legion , 967-4980

Park Court Community 
Hall, 727-4476

Parkland Village 
Community Centre, 780-
298-9155 @PVCCentre

Ravine Community Hall, 
Dawna @ 780-325-2460

Rich Valley Community 
Hall, 967-5710 or 967-3696

Rosenthal Community Hall, 
963-7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 967-
2873

Sangudo Community Hall, 
780-785-3221 or 780-785-
2259 

Stettin Nakumun Comm. 
Hall, 967-9198

Dog Caretaker

alberta beach & 
Surrounding areas, 
thinking of a Seasonal 
getaway? Worried 
about leaving your dog 
in a kennel? Don’t worry 
anymore, you can leave 
your pet with me! There is 
a wrap around deck and 
courtyard! I will provide 
tender loving care, with 
walks every day. Best of all, 
I’m cheaper than a kennel! 
Daily drop in’s or overnight 
stays welcome. If interested 
call 780-920-4166  (4) 03-
08OG 

Services  

FREE Computer repairs 
for single parents or 
low income families. PC 
Repairs not over $50- no 
prepayment. WANTED: Old, 
used, broken computers, 
tablets, cell phones, 
plugs for parts. Will clear 
data. Good refurbished 
computer windows 10 
available for $150 loaded. 
780-892-2407 (11) 03-29

For Sale

Equipment Rental Business 
for sale in Barrhead. Turn 
key opportunity for a 
mechanically inclined 
individual. Will sell or lease 
shop with the business. 
Shop is 40x60 with 
mezzanine and office. Price 
is negotiable depending 
on what equipment 
units are included in sale. 
Serious inquiries only. For 
more information please 
call or text 780-674-7862. 
Barrheadrentalandsales@
hotmail.com. (6) 03-01

For Rent

Completely renovated 
Motel in Onoway, AB. 
offering daily, weekly 
or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch 
tv with Satellite.  Double 
bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $975 + tax. 
Please call for viewing, 780-
967-4420 or 780-945-1723. 
www.onowayinnandsuites.
com (4) 03-08OG

Onoway 1 & 2 bdrm 
renovated suites, 
reasonable rent. 780-782-
6706. 780-920-3652(4) 02-
22

Available for Rent. Newly 

renovated 2 bdrm. home 
in Alberta Beach. Four 
appliances included. 
Utilities extra. No Pets. Non 
smokers; no smoking in 
building/on property. Rent 
and Deposit $1100 PH: 780-
924-3565 (8) 03-29

New 2 bdrm apt on the 
water in Alberta Beach. 
New appliances, renter 
incentive. Available 
immediately! $1250. Text 
only 780-667-3304 (4)  03-15

February 22, 2022
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