
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

June 21, 2022
Whitecourt Arrest Male On 

Canada Wide Warrant

100 Years Ago Modern 
Education Came To The 

Hamlet Of Onoway

Submitted by Whitecourt 
RCMP

On June 14, 2022, at approx-
imately 8 a.m., Whitecourt 
RCMP responded to a com-
plaint of a suspicious vehicle in 
Woodlands County, Alta. Upon 
arrival, it was discovered that 
the driver of the vehicle had a 
Canada Wide Warrant. 

The driver was arrested and a 
search of the vehicle incidental 

to arrest led officers to locate 
a loaded sawed off 12 gauge 
shotgun which was by the driv-
ers seat. The vehicle was seized 
and a search warrant obtained. 
Further search of the vehicle 
led to the discovery of 5 grams 
of Fentanyl and 18 X 1 ounce 
bags of Methamphetamine. 

Cody Chase Letendre (30) of 
Whitecourt, Alta., is now facing 
16 new charges, some of which 
include:

•	 Flight from Peace Of-
ficer

•	 Possession of a re-
stricted weapon

•	 Possession for the 
purpose of trafficking x 2 (Fen-
tanyl and Methamphetamine)

He will be appearing in 
Whitecourt Provincial Court 
on June 22, 2022.

Submitted by Onoway and 
District Historical Guild

A perfect day for a mem-
orable event! On June 10, a 

crowd gathered in front of 
the old brick school to rec-
ognize the role this remark-
able building played in the 
lives of many people who 
lived in the Onoway area. 

The original Beaupré 
School opened in 1905 (the 
day Alberta became a prov-
ince) just west of Onoway, 
near the bend where high-
ways 43 and 37 join. As the 
population increased and 

the railway was built, the 
local school board received 
a government grant to build 
a bigger school north of the 
hamlet of Onoway, across 
the railway tracks. The 
building was completed un-
der budget and earlier than 
planned and was officially 
opened in February, 1922. 
Miss Husband taught in the 
junior room and... 

Continued on Page 4
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Lac Ste. Anne East Food Bank
Submitted by Lac Ste. 

Anne East Food Bank

What is a food bank? A 
food bank is a free service 
that collects and gives out 
food basics to people who 
do not have enough to eat.

Our food bank has been 
operating for more than 35 
years, serving the eastern 

half of Lac Ste Anne County, 
including the areas of On-
oway, Darwell, Rich Valley, 
and Sandy Lake.

The generous donations 
of food and funds by nu-
merous organizations, 
businesses, churches, and 
individuals, as well as the 
hard work of many volun-
teers, are what keeps the 
food bank open and able to 
assist those in need. It takes 
an entire community for a 
food bank to be successful.

Anyone in need of assis-
tance can contact the food 
bank at (780) 271-3131

Requests for hampers 
must be received by noon 
on Tuesdays and then pick 
up is from the food bank 

Wednesday mornings be-
tween 9 & 10am

We accept donations of 
non- perishable food, per-
sonal hygiene items, pet 
food and monetary dona-
tions. If you are making a 
food donation, please check 
the date and make sure the 
item(s) have not expired as 
we cannot give these items 
out to our clients. Food do-
nations can be dropped off 
at the Food Bank between 
8am & 10 am Wednesday 
mornings or at the ATB in 
Onoway. Monetary dona-
tions can be dropped off 
at the Food Bank during 
Wednesday mornings, they 
can be mailed to Box 300 
Onoway, AB T0E 1V0, or 

e-transfers are accepted at 
lacsteanneeastfoodbank@
gmail.com. Whichever way 
you choose to make a mon-
etary donation, please in-
clude your name and mail-
ing address in it so that we 
can issue a tax receipt.

One last thing, our food-
bank is operated by a very 
small group of volunteers, 
and we are always closed 
for the month of August to 
give this group a well-de-
served break. Phone mes-
sages and emails will still 
be recieved but replies may 
be delayed. Requests for 
hampers will be taken again 
starting Sept 3rd.

June 21, 2022
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100 Years Ago Modern Education Came To The Hamlet Of 
Onoway
Continued from Page 1

...Mr. Bramley in the senior 
room – with 42 students 
registered. By May, 62 stu-
dents were registered. And 
that was just the beginning!

What a sight Beaupré 
School was! A huge (for 
those days) brick building 
with two classrooms and a 
basement! The school ex-
panded in different ways 
(and directions) over the 
years until it was decom-
missioned in 2007.

Among those attending 
this centennial celebration 
was a wide cross-section 
of people: students who 
had attended school in this 
building, former princi-
pals, curious newcomers 
to the area, descendants 
of Beaupré students. One 
of the highlights of the day 

was a poem recited by Ruth 
Schultz, who will be cele-
brating her 100th birthday 
in August. Recited totally by 
memory with no notes and 
no flaws, Mrs. Schultz was 
a perfect example of a dil-
igent student back in those 
days.

Another shining example 
of times past was a brief 
greeting from former prin-
cipal Erna Bontus-Miller 
who took on the role of 
principal when Onoway El-
ementary and Onoway Jr. 
Sr. High School were for-
mally separated into two 
distinct schools in 1969. 
Prior to that, even though 
grades 1 to 12 were taught 
in two different buildings, 
there was a single adminis-
trator.

MLA Shane Getson, May-
or Len Kwasny, Reeve Joe 

Blakeman, and Superin-
tendent Kevin Bird from 
Northern Gateway Public 
Schools brought greetings, 
recognizing the achieve-
ments of the past and the 
wish for continued educa-
tional success in the future. 

The grand finale of the 
celebration was unveiling 
a plaque set into a stone in 
front of the Brick School – 
a permanent reminder of 
when education in the ham-
let of Onoway began. 

Following the formal cer-
emony, attendees were in-
vited to explore the muse-
um and take in the many 
new exhibits throughout 
the building. Many visitors 
stopped in at the archives 
where they were able to 
look at the school regis-
ters from when they went 
to school at Beaupré. They 

were reminded of all their 
classmates, their teachers, 
and even of major achieve-
ments (like perfect atten-
dance!).

Education in schools to-
day is a totally different 
world from that of the early 
1900s. Onoway is very for-
tunate to still have its first 
school (in mint historical 
condition) and a respect-
ed museum which helps 
preserve the memories of 
those days long gone.
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Army Cadet News
Submitted by Captain R 

Heinz, CD

With the easing of covid 
restrictions lately in the Ca-
nadian Cadet Movement, the 
staff and cadets of 3053 (Lac 
Ste Anne) Royal Canadian 
Army Cadet Corps have been 
able to conduct more “nor-
mal” training.

On April 3rd we conduct-
ed Marksmanship training 
with the Daisy air rifles at 
the gym in the Onoway His-
torical Centre, which also 
serves as our Local Head-
quarters (LHQ). The junior 
cadets were given lessons 
in range safety, parts of the 
air rifle and marksmanship 
techniques while the senior 
cadets were able to “shake 
the cobwebs” as they aimed 
at their targets. It had been 
over two years since we last 
were permitted to conduct 
this training. The cadets did 
surprisingly well and the ju-
niors were very excited to fi-
nally be able to have fun with 
this optional training.

May 15th the staff conduct-
ed a Sports/fitness day com-
bined with a summer biatha-
lon component. The weather 
was warm and sunny and 
perfect for this activity. After 
the cadets were warmed up 
and had completed their ca-
det fitness testing, they were 
divided into two teams for 
the competition. Each team 
member had to shoot at their 
targets inside the gym and 
then run outside along the 
fence perimeter and back 
into the building to shoot at 
another set of targets; they 
had to do this three times! 
Whew! The scores were very 
close so we stated that “they 
were all winners”.

The final exercise that we 
were approved to do this 
training year was held on 
June 12th at Edmonton Gar-
rison. The cadets were taken 
to Area D for map and com-
pass training. It was fantas-
tic that the cadets were able 
to put into practical use in 
the field all the lessons they 
received this year virtually 
and in-person at the LHQ. 

Again the weather fully co-
operated with dark clouds 
overhead but no rain until 
we were heading home. The 
participating cadets had a 
fun time and learned plenty, 
and this will definitely assist 
them next fall when we begin 
training again. 

We would like to acknowl-
edge and Thank some local 
organizations that donated 
funds to the unit since we 
were not permitted to con-
duct any fundraising activ-
ities the last couple years:  

The Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch #132 Onoway (the 
cadet unit’s official sponsor), 
the Onoway Radio Network 
and the Alberta Beach Lions 
club. The funds donated will 
assist the unit with expens-
es occurred last year and for 
recruiting next training year. 
Thank you again!

The final activity is open to 
the public and will occur Sat-
urday June 25th st 6:45pm in 
the gym behind the museum. 
We will be conducting our 
Annual Cadet Review (ACR) 

as we acknowledge each ca-
det’s personal achievements 
over the last several months. 
Parents,guests and friends of 
the unit will be able to attend 
with the only covid restric-
tions they need to follow will 
be social distancing. If a per-
son wished to wear a mask, 
they can but otherwise masks 
are not required.

It has been a difficult jour-
ney for the corps but we are 
all ready to move forward 
and appreciate your support 
and encouragement. Cheers



Page 6     CommunityVoice June 21, 2022



CommunityVOICE     Page 7June 21, 2022



Page 8     CommunityVoice June 21, 2022



CommunityVOICE     Page 9June 21, 2022



Page 10     CommunityVoice June 21, 2022



CommunityVOICE     Page 11June 21, 2022



Page 12     CommunityVoice June 21, 2022



CommunityVOICE     Page 13June 21, 2022

Freedoms
Submitted by MLA Shane 

Geston

We think we live in a “Free” 
country; I’ve heard it said often.  
I’ve said it myself in the past, 
heck our provincial motto is 
“Strong and Free”, our national 
anthem has a famous line we all 
know: “The True North, Strong 
and Free”. Over the last few years 
however, I have developed some 
very real concerns over the ero-
sion of our freedoms.  

Not everyone shares my con-
cerns, as I have found that the 
definition of ‘Freedom’ varies 
from person to person, depend-
ing on where they live in our 
country, where they live in each 
province or territory and what 
age they are.  It also depends on 
how much of their freedom they 
really use; kind of a use it or lose 
it thing.  You see, there has been 
a steady erosion of personal free-
doms in this country for years, 
under the guise of safety, or for 
the better good.  So how much 
better off are we?  Was it worth 
it?  How free are we now com-
pared to former generations?

My friend John is 85 years old 
now, he’s one of the guys who was 
on site at the time standing up the 
first tower at Syncrude.  John was 
a Boilermaker by trade and has 
worked all over North America; 
he has several good stories that 
I can guarantee will have you 
laughing for hours.  John still 
flies airplanes, has been married 
to the same lady since he was 20, 
and still manages to stay young 
by living life.  John moved out 
to B.C. several years ago now to 
be closer to his daughter and his 
grandson.  John, like many, can-
not recognize what has become 
of our country, and how we got 
to where we are. I’ve often jested 
with John and several other gents 
in his age bracket that: “they got 
to do everything, so my genera-
tion could hardly do anything!”.  
When I look at what has hap-
pened since 2014, I feel that my 
kids will be thinking the same 

thing about my generation. 
It has been famously stated 

before, on a court stand no less, 
when terrible events were being 
reviewed, as to how a particular 
government was able to coerce 
an entire population into either 
turning a blind eye or joining in 
the persecution of others all while 
restricting the overall freedoms 
of its citizens. The secret ingre-
dient is of course, FEAR.  If you 
have a population that is fearful, 
they are easier to influence, and 
it’s easier to make them identi-
fy another group as the threat. 
Once you’ve been successful 
with sowing this division, they 
will allow you, and in some cases 
even ask you, to take away their 
freedoms so that you can protect 
them from the very threat that 
you have invented. Even better 
is when you can get them to fight 
amongst themselves. History is 
repeating itself, and the only way 
we can ensure that it does not get 
to the point where we must hear 
the “truth” on a court stand is to 
really identify what our personal 
lines are, what is important to us, 
and what freedom truly means.

About 6 years back my friend 
John called me out of the blue 
and told me to sell everything and 
move up to the Yukon.  You see, 
John was getting bored, and took 
on a job as a hot shot driver for 
a company that salvaged planes, 
and subsequently supplied parts 
to the aviation community.  One 
day, outside of Whitehorse, he 
had trouble with a wheel bear-
ing on the trailer he was pulling 
those plane parts on.  He could 
not believe it when the very first 
car that was passing, pulled over, 
and took him into town to a re-
pair shop, no charge.  Then, the 
repair shop set him up with parts, 
tools, a jack, everything he need-
ed to make the repair, and lent 
him a vehicle to go back to fix the 
trailer.  No charge, just bring back 
what you didn’t need and settle 
the account then.  When John 
was in a restaurant, people were 
talking to each other face to face; 

their cell phones and social me-
dia were all parked.  “Shane, this 
is just like it used to be in Alber-
ta, like it used to be in BC, sell all 
your things and move to the Yu-
kon, it’s where Canada still lives.”

Six years later, we have seen the 
erosion of personal freedoms, 
we have seen the vilification of 
people who may have opposing 
opinions, we have seen blatant 
propaganda when it comes to 
agendas on numerous topics, and 
we have seen the consolidation 
and payout of corporate media.  

We have seen under the guise of 
public health and safety, a varying 
degree of restrictions imposed on 
populations, we have seen a na-
tional restriction of movement 
of people within their own ter-
ritories far exceeding any other 
‘free’ country.  We have seen the 
segregation and vilification of 
citizens based on their personal 
health choices; information that 
at one time was extremely private 
and personal being demanded for 
service or employment. We have 
seen acts reserved for conditions 
of war being used to quell civil 
protest, and with that, citizens 
being charged with misdemean-
ors and/or imprisoned for sev-
eral months.  We now see a bill 
before the Senate that essentially 
ushers in the censorship of free 
speech and public expression.

New laws are threatening free-
doms and constitutional rights 
that a mere 6 years ago I never 
could have imagined possible. I 
ask you this: what do you value? 
What freedoms have you given 
up, knowingly, or passively, that 
you may never get back? These 
could become freedoms that your 
children may never know and 
never miss because they never 
had them in the first place. Eras-
ing history, sanitizing it, being 
‘Woke’.  If this is how we move 
forward, giving up freedoms and 
erasing history, how are we sup-
posed to learn from our mistakes 
in today’s world?  

This has happened before and 
we all knew that it was bad, right? 

That’s when our great-grandfa-
thers, grandfathers, and fathers 
took up arms and fought for 
freedom on foreign shores to en-
sure that we would never have to 
experience that at home. While 
we still have the chance, we can 
choose to draw the line, keep the 
freedoms we have, and grab back 
those that have been taken.  

We can do this in a civil man-
ner, we can choose to support 
people who believe in the same, 
we can choose leaders who will 
make this policy on our behalf.  I 
believe that there is still time, but 
it will not be up to someone else 
to do.  It will take people who val-
ue their freedoms to participate 
fully in the process to flex their 
democratic muscle, the folks 
that are taking your freedoms are 
counting on you to be apathet-
ic, it’s the reason they have been 
able to get this far so fast.  

You must be part of the process: 
buy a membership to a political 
party and help form the policies 
of the party that will shape the 
platforms. Help choose the lead-
ers of that party, ensuring that 
they have the same values, and if 
they form government that they 
will protect your rights and free-
doms.

I’ll be seeing John this week-
end, along with a number of old 
mentors that I’ve had over the 
years while on projects.  People 
who have taken time to teach me, 
to be there when I needed them, 
who have shared stories of how 
things used to be.  We will be at 
a “Celebration of Life” when we 
say goodbye to our friend Wayne.  
It’s been 2 years since many of us 
have been able to see one another, 
because of the travel restrictions.  
I’m sure the subject of freedom 
will come up, and I for one will 
be glad to hear about the good 
old days and will work as hard as 
I can to make them a reality for 
my kids.  They will be buying their 
memberships, participating in 
the process, and doing what they 
can to keep their freedoms, and I 
hope you will do the same.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Dog Caretaker

Alberta Beach & 
Surrounding Areas, thinking 
of a Seasonal Getaway? 
Worried about leaving your 
dog in a kennel? Don’t worry 
anymore, you can leave your 
pet with me! There is a wrap 
around deck and courtyard! 
I will provide tender loving 
care, with walks every day. 
Best of all, I’m cheaper than 
a kennel! Daily drop in’s or 
overnight stays welcome. If 
interested call 780-920-4166  
(4) 06-28OG 

For Sale
Estate sale in Onoway @ 
4720 - 46 street. Sat, June 
25th & Sun June 26th 9am - 
3pm. Furniture, household 
& tech. Cash only, carry and 
must take away. Cell - 1-250-
217-7025 (1) 06-21

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering 
daily, weekly or monthly 
rentals.  All utilities included, 
55 inch tv with Satellite.  
Double bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen 
and furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $975 + tax. Please 
call for viewing, 780-967-
4420 or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com (4) 
06-28OG

Onoway renovated one/ two 
bdrm suites. $795 & $895. Call 
780-782-6706 or 780- 920-
3652 (6) 06-28

Farm Equipment
New Holland, 1024 sq bale 
wagon, picker stacker, 1000 
or best offer. 1999 GMC half 
ton regular cab 1500 obo. 
780-967-2104. (3)06-28

Computers

FREE CHECKUP SAME DAY.            
REPAIRS ONLY $50 - NO 
Prepayment. NO CHARGE 
- If is not worth repairing. 
FOR SALE: Refurbished, 
Clean, Good Computer for 
$150. TRADE-IN OR DONATE: 
Old, Used, Broken Laptops, 
Tablets etc. for parts. Will 
SAVE your pictures or 
Documents. Call: 780-892-
2407 (10) 06-24

Wanted
Driver with Class 1 or Class 3. 
Call 797-3844. (6) 06-28

Services  

We pay top dollar for 

scrap vehicles, damaged, 
running or not, cash on 
the spot, free pick up. 
780-220-2869 (3) 06-28 

Stump Grinding For Hire - 
Alberta Beach & surrounding 
areas. Call 780- 779-3589 (24) 
10-11
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