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December 13, 2022
MP Gerald Soroka Visit

Mayerthorpe Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch #126

Submitted by Mayerthorpe 
Legion

Member of Parliament Ger-
ald Soroka recently presented 
Queen Elizabeth II Platinum 
Jubilee medallions from the 
Federal Government to the 
Mayerthorpe Legion Board 
Executive present. In the pho-
to (l-R) Connie Morton, Terry 

Nelson, Mo Brazel, Deb Hag-
man, Margaret Thibault, Bren-
da Murphy, Annette Mack,  MP 
Gerald Soroka, and Member 
of the Legislative Assembly 
Shane Getson. The medal-
lion was created to mark the 
70th Anniversary of Queen 
Elizabeth II’s accession to the 
throne in 1952.

Submitted by Mayerthorpe 
Legion

The Eagles Tribute Band, 
the Long Run, flew into town 
Saturday, Nov. 26 and flew 
out again, but not before giv-
ing the crowd super enter-
tainment at the Legion. Sev-
eral businesses treated their 
staff to the delicious four 
course dinner and entertain-
ment as a Christmas party. 
The Legion Entertainment 
Committee Volunteers, Mo 
and Deb, made the Eagles 
evening a festive event for all 
who attended. 

Dec. 2 at Lite-up Night, free 
coffee, hot chocolate and hot 
dogs were a perfect fit for 
the frigid weather. Getting 
into the Christmas spirit in 
the parade were our Mem-
ber of Parliament Gerald 
Soroka and Member of the 
Legislative Assembly Shane 
Getson who both then re-
turned to the Legion. They 
were most grateful to warm 
up in the crowded Legion, 
and we were most grateful to 
have them in our midst. They 
stayed until the end, chatting 
with Constituents at differ-
ent tables.  Volunteers Terry, 

Annette, Brenda and Marga-
ret enjoyed getting over 125 
guests fed and watered.

In keeping with this year’s 
theme – The 12 Days of 
Christmas - 12 draws were 
made that night for ticket 
holders who entered their 
12 tickets in the 12 boxes for 
the 12 draws, each for a free 
meal. Winners of the meals 
– some breakfast, some din-
ner and some supper - were: 
Pat Lakeman, Darlene Kore-
man, Tara Johnson, Kerian 
Lewchuk, Josh Lundstrom, 
Yvonne Pinchbeck, 

Continued on Page 2
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Continued from Page 1

Gail Pfannmuller, Shelley 
Bannister, Kasey Brazel, Kim 
Nelson, Sylvia LeClercq, and 
Connie Morton. 

Two local houses may be 
having fancy chicken instead 
of turkey for a couple of their 
Christmas meals. Scott Olsen 
and Kim Nelson won the final 
draws of the night. Instead of 
turkeys, the Legion donated 
a box of 12 Chicken Cordon 
Bleus to each of the winners. 
The Legion profit from the 
draws is possible only be-
cause of the many support-
ers who bought tickets. 

The Mayerthorpe Cadets 
Corps not only faced the 
frigid temperatures to walk 
in the parade, but returned to 
the Legion to warm up and 
then to take turns making 
the draws. The Legion truly 
appreciates the deportment 

of the Cadets in the building, 
as well as their willingness to 
help when asked. 

The hard work of the Li-
te-Up Committee Volunteers 
is also truly appreciated as 
it enables and encourages 
non-profits like our Legion, 
as well as businesses, to be 
part of the celebrations. 

Don’t forget the public 
meeting at the Mayerthor-
pe Legion Dec. 12 at 7:00 
p.m.where discussion will fo-
cus on building a new board 
for the next year. Especial-
ly needed are a President 
and Treasurer to keep our 
Charter. To those who have 
supported the Legion this 
past year in so many ways, 
and who have followed this 
column, we wish you a very 
Merry Christmas and all the 
best in the New Year. 
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Food Bank Article

Whitecourt Welcomes New Director Of 
Community Safety

Submitted by Lac Ste Anne 
East Food Bank

Just a reminder that the 
last day for requesting a 
Christmas Hamper from 
the Lac Ste Anne East Food 
Bank is December 16th If 
you are in need of a Christ-
mas Hamper this year, 
please call (780) 271-3131 as 

soon as possible. Hampers 
will need to be picked up 
on December 21st from the 
Baptist Church in Onoway 
The Christmas season is 
upon us and it is now more 
important than ever to 
make sure that everyone in 
our community that needs 
some extra help receives it. 
If you would like to donate 

to the food bank there are 
several ways to do so. Cur-
rently there are donation 
boxes set up all over Ono-
way that you can drop food 
donations off, just please 
check the dates as we can-
not give out expired items. 
If you would like to make a 
monetary donation you can 
mail it to Box 300, Onoway 

T0E 1V0 or send an e-trans-
fer to us at....

lacsteanneeastfoodbank@
gmail.com <mailto:lacste-
anneeastfoodbank@gmail.
com>

Please include full name 
and mailing address so we 
can issue a tax receipt to 
you.

Submitted by Town of 
Whitecourt

The Town of Whitecourt is 
proud to announce the ap-
pointment of Lee Hardman 
as the new Director of Com-
munity Safety.

As the Director of Commu-
nity Safety, Mr. Hardman will 
oversee emergency manage-
ment operations, the White-
court Fire Department, mu-
nicipal bylaw enforcement, 
and community crime pre-
vention programming. This 
position also liaises with the 
Whitecourt RCMP Detach-
ment on community policing 
initiatives.

“I am excited to be a part 
of the dynamic team at the 
Town of Whitecourt, work-
ing with the volunteers, and 
meeting residents,” said Lee 
Hardman. “I look forward 
to calling Whitecourt home, 
raising my family, and enjoy-
ing all the wonderful ameni-
ties that Whitecourt has to 
offer.”

Mr. Hardman brings both 
emergency and local gov-
ernment management ex-
perience to Whitecourt, and 
most recently worked in the 
City of Fort Saskatchewan. 
His well-rounded knowledge 
and skill set will be an asset 
to the organization and com-
munity.

Mr. Hardman joins the 
Whitecourt team in his new 
position in January 2023.
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Onoway Legion News
Submitted by Onoway Le-

gion

Legion Dinner Hiatus
The last regular Friday 

evening dinner will be the 
Christmas meal on Dec. 
9, but they’ll resume in 
the new year after a well-
earned rest for volunteers.

If you or your group are 
interested in volunteering 
to cook or help at dinners, 
please contact Carol at 780-
967-0607.

Legion AGM
The Royal Canadian Le-

gion Branch 132 Annual 
General Meeting will be on 
Monday, January 9, 2023. 
All Legion members are 
urged to attend this im-
portant meeting that will 
include election of officers 
for 2023. 

Legion Memberships
If you haven’t had a chance 

to renew your membership 

yet, memberships are avail-
able at the regular price of 
$50. To renew, drop into 
the branch when it’s open 
on Tuesday or Wednesday. 
Memberships can also be 
paid by e-transfer, or online. 
For details, contact Scott at 
780-967-4146 or 780-991-
6777.

Wednesdays Are Pub 
Nights!

Enjoy Pub Night every 
Wednesday evening at the 
legion. Most Wednesdays 
are open mike jam sessions, 
so bring your instrument 
and voice to join in. Don’t 
play anything? Come on out 
to enjoy the camaraderie 
and music. Pool, darts and 
cards are available.

Darts and Pool at the Le-
gion

Darts has ended for the 
holiday season, but begin-
ning again on January 3 ev-
eryone is welcome to throw 

some darts at the legion 
every Tuesday evening on 
a drop-in basis. Doors open 
at 6:30 and play begins at 
7:30. This fun club plays 
seven games of 501 in teams 
of three or four (depending 
on numbers – teams are 
made up each week). 

Pool has also ended for 
the holidays, but begins 
again on January 5. The 
legion pool club runs ev-
ery Thursday evening on a 
drop-in basis. Play begins at 
7:30 pm, so please arrive no 
later than 7:15 to be includ-
ed in the evening schedule.

Christmas Pool Tourna-
ment

After a two-year hiatus, 
Karl Wichowski’s is again 
sponsoring an annual 
Christmas pool tournament 
on Thursday,  December 29 
at the Onoway Legion. 

The tournament is open 
to the first 24 players on a 

first come, first serve basis. 
Register early with Karl at 
kmwichowski@yahoo.ca. 
The entrance fee is $20 with 
cash prizes for the top six 
players. Registration begins 
at 8:30 & play will start at 
9:00 am sharp. 

Cutline: Thanks for the 
generous donation from La-
farge Canada Inc. made to 
the Onoway Legion recent-
ly to help install air condi-
tioning. Randy Wenckows-
ki presented the cheque to 
President Neil Gorman in 
early December.
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Whitecourt Town Council Update
Submitted by Town of 

Whitecourt

Whitecourt is partnering 
with municipalities and 
industry from across the 
province to advocate for 
better rail service and ca-
pacity. The railway system 
is critical to Whitecourt’s 
economy, and there have 
been concerns regionally 
regarding railway transpor-
tation and decreased car-
rying capacity. The Com-
munity Railway Advocacy 
Group will be hiring a lob-
bying company to execute 
an advocacy strategy over 
a 4-month period, demand-
ing better rail service from 
the two rail companies and 
from the federal regulator.

Council has approved use 
of the public parking lot in 
Rotary Park and the park-
ing lot behind the White-
court Legion for use during 

this week’s Santa Claus Pa-
rade. The Whitecourt & Dis-
trict Chamber of Commerce 
will be hosting the annual 
event on Friday, December 
2 at 7:00pm. Street closures 
were previously approved 
to accommodate the event. 
Details on the parade can 
be found on the Chamber’s 
Facebook page.

Each year, Alberta Munic-
ipal Affairs compiles results 
of financial and governance 
performance measures for 
all municipalities. The per-
formance measures are 
used as benchmarks by the 
Province to ensure Alber-
tans live in viable munici-
palities that are responsible, 
collaborative and account-
able. Whitecourt did not 
trigger any of the critical 
indicators, however the 
Town’s Investment in Infra-
structure indicator result 
was less than the expected 

result, mainly due to proj-
ect deferrals due to infla-
tion and limited resources/
manpower. To view a copy 
of the Municipal Indicator 
Dashboard for Whitecourt, 
visit www.whitecourt.ca/
Government.

The Municipal Develop-
ment Plan and Land Use 
Bylaw have been amended 
to add a new Highway In-

dustrial land use district. 
The change follows an ap-
plication made to allow for 
light industrial and com-
mercial uses on six lots lo-
cated on 48 Avenue, east of 
Mill Road.

Utility Bylaw 1511 has been 
amended to allow for onsite 
inspections of sump pumps 
on 

Continued on Page 7
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Whitecourt Town Council Update
Continued from Page 5

private property. The by-
law amendment also spec-
ifies the material specifi-
cations for utility service 
connections.

Whitecourt will be com-
pleting parking lot en-
hancements at the White-
court Seniors Circle. At the 
request of the organization, 
additional accessible stalls 
will be added to allow for 

closer access to the facility.
Whitecourt has entered 

into a land lease renewal 
agreement with the White-
court Lions Club. The Lions 
Club leases land on the east 
end of Highway 43 from 

the Town of Whitecourt to 
operate the Lions Camp-
ground, a popular camping 
destination in the commu-
nity.

Be A Builder
Submitted by MLA Shane 

Getson

The Honorable Mr. Peter 
Trynchy passed away recent-
ly at the age of 91, he had 
served 8 consecutive terms 
in the Legislative Assembly 
of Alberta, held several min-
istries, and was on numerous 
committees.  He was on town 
council for 6 years, and many 
local not for profit organiza-
tions.  Always busy, always 
helping. 

It was said at his funeral by 
more than one speaker he was 
one heck of a ball player too, 
and he had inspired many to 
take part in the game, as well 
as to get involved in their 
community.  

Above all he was a family 
man.  His family had to share 
him, and their time with him 
with the rest of us for many 
years.

It was also said that Mr. 
Trynchy was never given the 
credit that he deserved for his 
part over the years, being part 
of the original Lougheed cau-
cus who put so many things in 
place to allow for the wheels 
of progress to move forward 
for our province.  The thing 
that I took away from all of 
the speeches, was the valida-
tion of what one of our local 
councilors said whom had 
known Mr. Trynchy over the 
years, “Peter was a builder”.

The very first speech that 
you give as a newly elected 
MLA is called your “Maid-
en Speech”, and typically it 
is in response to the Throne 
Speech right after the elec-
tion.  I was nervous about giv-
ing my speech in the house, 

there is something about that 
place that is special.  There is 
that old saying if “Walls Could 
Talk”, I know it wasn’t in-
spired by the Legislature, but 

that place sure reaffirms the 
inspiration.  

Although our province and 
country are young, what we 
have for history, has been 

spoken, and mostly recorded 
in that house.  Since the early 
1970’s, Hansard, as it’s called, 
has been recording 

Continued on Page 10
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
CLASSIFIED RATES 
INCLUDE GST.  1st 20 
Words: First Insertion 
= $6.00; Subsequent 
insertion = $3.00 each. 
(Eg: 2 insertions = $9.00; 
3 insertions = $12.00; 4 
insertions = $15.00; etc) 
Each additional word 
is 20 cents per word, 
per insertion.   BOLD/
CAPITAL text available 
for an additional $1/
line. Ads must be paid 
in advance. No Refunds 
Allowed on Classified 
Ads. DEADLINE: is Thurs. 
4:00 pm. Classified ads 
may be called in to the 
COMMUNITY VOICE 
office at (780) 962-9228, 
emailed to:  comvoice@
telusplanet.net Ads may 
also be placed on the web 
at www.com-voice.com/
classified.htm

Hall Rentals

Alberta Beach Agliplex, 
Susan 780924-3545

Alberta Beach & District 
Seniors 50+ Club. Air 
conditioning! Space 
Available! Val: 780-690-
1655 or Dianne: 780-217-
8482

Anselmo Community 
Hall, Phone 780-786-4280

Bright Bank Hall, 780-
968-6813

Cherhill Legion, Mary 780-
785-3578.

Cherhill Community 
Assoc. Hall, Kevin 780-
785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 
780-892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone 
Debra 780-785-2907

Goose Lake Hall, Contact 
Deanna (780) 584-3738

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-
951-9452

Hathersage Community 
Centre, Noreen at 786-
2946

Lake Isle Community Hall, 
PH: 780-892-3121 or Email: 
lakeislehall@mail.com

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill 
Community Hall, 780-
920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond 
Centre, Charlotte at 786-
4659

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-
2470.

Onoway Community Hall, 
967-4749.

Onoway Heritage Center - 
Gym/Classrooms, 967-1015

Onoway Legion , 780-907-
6300

Park Court Community 
Hall, 727-4476

Parkland Village 
Community Centre, 780-
298-9155 @PVCCentre

Pioneer Cantre, Spruce 
Grove 780-962-5020 or 
email.

Ravine Community Hall, 
Dawna @ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community 
Hall, 967-5710 or 967-3696

Rosenthal Community 

Hall, 963-7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 
967-2873

Sangudo Community 
Hall, 780-785-3221 or 780-
785-2259 

Stettin Nakumun Comm. 
Hall, 967-9198

Dog Caretaker

Alberta Beach & 
Surrounding Areas, 
thinking of a Seasonal 
Getaway? Worried 
about leaving your dog 
in a kennel? Don’t worry 
anymore, you can leave 
your pet with me! There is 
a wrap around deck and 
courtyard! I will provide 
tender loving care, with 
walks every day. Best of 
all, I’m cheaper than a 
kennel! Daily drop in’s or 
overnight stays welcome. 
If interested call 780-920-
4166  (4) 10-25OG 

For Rent

Completely renovated 
Motel in Onoway, AB. 
offering daily, weekly 
or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch 
tv with Satellite.  Double 
bedrooms, furnished 
bachelors with full 
kitchen and furnished 
1 bedrooms with full 
kitchen available. Starting 
at $975 + tax. Please call 
for viewing, 780-967-4420 
or 780-945-1723. www.
onowayinnandsuites.com 
(4) 10-25OG

Computers

Free Checkup. Repairs 
Only $50, Good Clean 
Computer Only $150. 
Donate For Parts Old, 
Used Or Broken Laps, 
Tabs, Cell Phones, Small 
Radios ETC. Call: 780-892-
2407 (9) 12-23 OG

Pasture Wanted 

2023, cow/calf pairs, 
fenced and water 
required 80 acres plus, 
780-916-2333 (8) 01-03

December 13, 2022
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Be A Builder
Continued from Page 7

every word spoken.  In ad-
dition to that, it has been for 
some time now, all recorded 
on video, live broadcasts as 
well.  I stalled off for a while 
before making my maiden 
speech, to give myself time to 
get a feel as it were of those 
who represented our area be-
fore me.

The constituents of our area 
have chosen some strong and 
passionate people to rep-
resent them over the years.  
Several made it to be Minis-
ters, and even a long-stand-
ing Speaker of the house.  It 
is always interesting to hear 
our current speaker reference 
Speaker Kowalski on a ruling 
from days gone by, to allow 
him to make a ruling of his 
own.  What struck me from 
the reading of the speeches of 
past MLA’s was that of a per-
vasive theme.  Bringing atten-
tion to the house the need not 
for a handout, but simply to 
recognize that given the tools 
for the job, not only would our 
corner of the province sur-
vive, it would thrive and be 
part of an economic engine 
for years to come!

Back in the day, rural electri-
fication was a pressing issue, 
as was getting in the phone 
lines.  We still see some of that 
today, but now the push is 
more to close the gap on the 
Digital Divide, and cell phone 
coverage.  The same argu-
ments for another much need-
ed utility and the infrastruc-
ture that drives it.  Widening 
and paving roads, twinning of 
highways, and allowing for the 
connection between regions 
to grow the economy in a safe 
and sustainable manner, the 
regulations required to allow 
for the natural gas distribution 
to heat many of our homes 
and businesses.  Recognition 
of the valuable contribution 
of our agriculture sector, irri-
gation, rail service, terminals, 
and of course responsible 

resource development.  The 
need to mine coal in a respon-
sible manner, to provide the 
much-needed electricity for 
our province. 

One of the constituents was 
giving me some lighthearted 
ribbing and asked me what in 
the heck I had been working 
on, and that Whitecourt need-
ed a new hospital.  I had asked 
him if he had heard about the 
Economic Corridors, I’d been 
working on for the last three 
years, and the reasons for it.  
I also had to gently let him 
know that Whitecourt wasn’t 
my area, but I did have a real 
eye and passion for making 
sure that the rural hospitals 
were here for years to stay, 
and that I’d proposed a while 
back we take the backlog from 
the big cities and move it out 
to the rural hospitals to clean 
it up.  An entirely other arti-
cle will need to be dedicated 
to that model.  When the gent 
said he never heard of the cor-
ridors I had to digress a bit, 
and I will here as well to ex-
plain why I’ve been hitting this 
concept so hard.

We have a ton of backbone 
when it comes to infrastruc-
ture, but most of it was all de-
signed to move trade and com-
merce from the north, down 
too the south, and for the most 
part, hug our southern border.  
We have experienced a major 
logistics impact on our supply 
chain because of this, initial-
ly it was forecasted for years, 
and now it’s on top of us.  I be-
lieve the mayor of Vancouver 
had stated it succinctly, they 
had paned for years for “Just 
in Time Service”, and when the 
storms hit and cut off one of 
their main highways, the need 
has shifted to a “Just in Case” 
model.  We have choke points, 
and overuse on old corridors, 
in some cases with limited 
growth potential.  The second 
is, if you don’t have the corri-
dors to connect regions, and if 
you don’t grow your northern 
ports, we will miss out on the 

next biggest boom in history. 
Simply put, we are in the right 
place, and the right time, to be 
the solution to so many of the 
world’s food, energy, security, 
supply challenges, and logis-
tics challenges.

To do this, we need to relook 
at how we have done things 
within our province.  We need 
to be more self-reliant, and be 
producers of refined, near fin-
ished, or market ready prod-
ucts again.  We need to be able 
to feed ourselves, be self-reli-
ant, be able to define what our 
key infrastructure needs are, 
and make sure we don’t loose 
what we already have.  We 
need to connect regions in the 
north to one another, we need 
to create a regulatory envi-
ronment where the rules are 
known for development, and 
we need to have anchor ten-
ants defined in the Economic 
Corridors.  We need to collab-
orate with our own Albertans, 
but moreover, we must ensure 
that we collaborate and work 
together with our provincial 
and territorial neighbours, and 
we all flourish when our ac-
cess to tide water is achieved.

It meant a lot to me at Mr. 
Trynchy’s service to be able 
to speak not only at the front 
of the room, but to folks for a 
few hours afterwards like the 
gent who challenged me on 
what I had been up too.  When 
I explained that our area was 
key not only on the Yellow-
head Corridor that gets us into 
Prince Rupert, but an inland 
terminal for the many cars 
that will be heading North, or 
east into Churchill I believe 
he had seen what I did.  Sev-
eral generations of sustain-
able growth.  I was humbled to 
receive words of encourage-
ment from Mr. Trynchy’s fam-
ily, and his former colleagues, 
that I was on the right track.  
As a Major Projects guy, I’ve 
been a builder my whole life.

I’m very happy to know that 
our new Premier is a build-
er too, and the new ministry 

created that I’m parliamen-
tary secretary.  I have been 
directed to collaborate with 
the new minister for Trans-
portation and Economic Cor-
ridors.  The Premier is forward 
looking, and bringing forward 
legislation that will give us the 
tools for the job to remove the 
blockages, or traps, or debris 
that could be thrown in our 
way.  There are others out there 
that are not builders, that want 
us to fight one another, rather 
than work together.  I’m all for 
speaking softly, and carrying a 
big stick, but we need to have 
that big stick!  The days of ap-
peasement are over, it’s not 
working.   Over the years, and 
most noticeably in recent his-
tory, the federal government 
since 2015, has been targeting 
Alberta and Saskatchewan. 

Bill 1 gives us a stick to 
shake when need it, and give 
a wrap on the knuckles when 
required, so that the Feder-
al Government respects our 
rights and authorities grant-
ed by our constitution as the 
province of Alberta in our 
country of Canada. Leaders 
like Premier Lougheed, and 
his ministers like Mr. Trynchy 
worked way too hard to set us 
up for success, for us now as 
members of the Legislative 
Assembly to let the advantages 
they gave us to be taken away 
by the P.M. of the present.  Bill 
1, adds clarity, and puts on no-
tice, that Alberta is part of the 
country, we understand our 
rights, authorities, and sim-
ply put, will no longer put up 
with the antics, behaviors, or 
poor policy that contravenes 
the constitution, and that neg-
atively impact the people of 
our province. We need to let 
the business community have 
a stable regularity, and pre-
dictable environment, that is 
growth orientated. We have a 
province and a region to build, 
so let’s work together, and be 
“CANadian”s again, and leave 
the “Can’t Nadians” in the dust.
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