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Help For AlbertA 

FArmers ImpActed by 
WIldFIre And drougHt

cuttIng red tApe For 
employers protectIng 

temporAry ForeIgn 
Workers

rcmp centrAl AlbertA 
dIstrIct gIs cHArge 

WomAn 
WItH sexuAl 

InterFerence

Submitted by MP Gerald So-
roka

Gerald Soroka, Member of 
Parliament for Yellowhead 
wishes to advise that the 

AgriStability program has re-
opened for late participation 
so producers affected by wild-
fires and drought can consider 
enrolling to manage business 
risks.

Alberta producers can sign 
up for AgriStability until Sep-
tember 29. The Government of 
Alberta and Agriculture and 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by MP Gerald 
Soroka

Gerald Soroka, Member of 
Parliament for Yellowhead 
wishes to advise the launch 

of the Recognized Employ-
er Pilot (REP) under the 
Temporary Foreign Work-
er (TFW) Program. REP is 
a three-year initiative that 
will help to address labour 

shortages and reduce the 
administrative burden for 
repeat employers partici-
pating in the program who 
demonstrate a history 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by RCMP Cen-
tral Alberta District

On June 23, 2023, Devon 
RCMP received a report of 
sexual interference involv-

ing an adult and a youth. 
The investigation was re-
ferred to the Central Alberta 
District General Investiga-
tion Section who

Continued on Page 3



Page 2     CommunityVoice

Cutting Red Tape for Employers Protecting 
Temporary Foreign Workers

Continued from Page 1

of complying with pro-
gram requirements.

Under REP, eligible em-
ployers will gain access to 
Labour Market Impact As-
sessments (LMIAs) that are 
valid for up to 36 months, 
while also benefitting from 
a simplified LMIA appli-
cation, should they need 

to hire additional workers 
from the same occupation 
during the Pilot.

This will help employers 
better plan for their staffing 
needs and reduce the num-
ber of different LMIAs they 
need to submit over three 
years. Recognized employ-
ers will also benefit from a 
Job Bank designation that 
shows their recognized sta-

tus to prospective workers.
To participate in REP, 

employers must have a 
minimum of three positive 
LMIAs for the same occu-
pation over the past five 
years from a list of occupa-
tions that have been desig-
nated as in-shortage based 
on Canadian Occupational 
Projection System data. 

Continued on Page 3

Help For Alberta Farmers Impacted By 
Wildfire And Drought

Continued from Page 1

Agri-Food Canada have re-
opened the program recog-
nizing that wildfires and ex-
tremely dry conditions have 
affected many farmers and 
ranchers since the April 30, 
2023, enrolment deadline. This 

gives affected producers more 
time to review and manage the 
business risks associated with 
these challenging situations.

In Alberta, producers sign 
up for AgriStability and access 
benefits through Agriculture 
Financial Services Corpora-
tion. Factors such as reduced 

income, increased expenses or 
reduced inventory are used to 
determine a potential benefit.

h t t p s : / / a f s c . c a /
w p - c o n t e n t / u p -
loads/2023/08/2023-AgriSta-
bility_Late_Participation_Ap-
plication-for-Fee-Notice.pdf
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Cutting Red Tape for Employers Protecting Temporary 
Foreign Workers
Continued from Page 2

These employers will be 
subject to a more rigorous 
upfront assessment pro-
cess based on their history 
and track record with the 
program, ensuring that REP 
targets employers with the 

best recruitment practices.
REP will be rolled out in 

two phases: first, primary 
agriculture employers will 
be able to apply starting in 
September 2023, while all 
other employers will be el-
igible to apply in January 

2024. Employer applica-
tions for REP will close in 
September 2024.

REP is one measure being 
launched alongside a series 
of other initiatives aimed 
at improving the TFW Pro-
gram.

https://www.canada.ca/
en/employment-social de-
velopment/news/2023/08/
b a c k g r o u n d e r- t e m p o -
rary-foreign-worker-pro-
gram-recognized-employ-
er-pilot.html

August 22, 2023

RCMP Central Alberta District GIS Charge Woman 
With Sexual Interference
Continued from Page 1

 took carriage of the file. 
As a result of an investi-

gation, on August 1, 2023, 
RCMP arrested 30-year-
old Spruce Grove resident, 
Catherine Valiquette. Vali-
quette has been charged 
with:

•	 Sexual	 Interfer-
ence

•	 Sexual	Assault

Any information that may identify the victim will not be released.
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ArtIcle From mlA boItcHenko
Submitted by MLA Boitch-

enko

When Danielle Smith was 
first elected premier, she 
wasted no time getting to 
work on fixing longstanding 
issues in Alberta’s health care 
system.

In addition to signing a pub-
lic health guarantee, Premier 
Smith signed a $24 billion, 
10-year health care funding 
agreement with the feder-
al government, ensuring no 
Albertan will ever have to 
pay out of pocket to see their 
doctor. She also invested an 
additional $1 billion into Al-
berta’s health care budget, 
to build a stronger and more 
resilient system for the fu-
ture. Most importantly, how-
ever, Premier Smith replaced 
the AHS board with Dr. John 
Cowell, who she tasked with 
overseeing major reforms to 
improve EMS response times, 
decrease emergency wait 

room times, reduce surgery 
wait times, and restore local 
decision making – a move 
that is already showing posi-
tive results.

This past week, Premier 
Smith showed more leader-
ship on health care, when she 
and Health Minister Adriana 
LaGrange announced that 
thousands of new community 
lab appointments are being 
made available for Albertans, 
to help reduce the wait times 
associated with accessing 
critical lab services.

There is no question that pa-
tients across Alberta are wait-
ing too long to access routine 
lab services, which are a crit-
ical part of a patient’s health 
care journey from diagnosis 
to treatment. To ensure Al-
berta patients can get medical 
testing, when and where they 
need it, our United Conserva-
tive government has worked 
with AHS and DynaLife to 
immediately allow Alberta 

Precision Laboratories (APL) 
to offer more community lab 
appointments.

This decision will add 2,000 
new lab testing appoints per 
week in Calgary alone, where 
wait times are especially bad, 
and thousands more across 
the province. APL is also hir-
ing more staff to expand its 
capacity and provide more 
service to Albertans.

I look forward to watching 
our health care system con-
tinue to improve under the 
leadership of Premier Smith 
and Minister LaGrange. Re-
cently, Minister LaGrange 
reiterated her commitment 
to restoring local decision 
making in the health care 
system, saying, “Albertans 
need faster, better care, and 
that simply is not possible if 
hospitals — whether in rural 
Alberta or downtown Cal-
gary — are fighting layers of 
bureaucracy in order to make 
simple decisions … central to 

fostering this environment 
is increasing the capacity for 
local decision-making. By 
empowering frontline health-
care professionals, we open 
the door to valuable insights 
and expertise that can drive 
meaningful common-sense 
improvements at the local 
level.”

Unlike the NDP – who just 
threw more and more money 
at Alberta’s health care issues, 
and who watched as wait 
times increased and issues 
worsened – Premier Smith, 
Minister LaGrange, and our 
entire United Conservative 
team are working tirelessly to 
fix the issues that have hin-
dered our health care system 
for years. 

We won’t kick the can down 
the road on fixing these prob-
lems. We understand the im-
portance of fixing Alberta’s 
health care system right now, 
and we are doing the work.
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Earth-FriEndly tips For autumn 

Autumn is upon us, and 
with the change of seasons 
comes the fall to-do list 
that must be completed 
before the arrival of win-
ter weather. Many outdoor 
jobs are best completed 
before temperatures drop, 
while others can be tack-
led indoors to help save 
energy and prepare for in-
creased time spent inside 
the home.

Outdoor cleanup
Autumn means leaves 

are falling from trees 
and littering landscapes. 
Cleaning up leaves can be 
a time-consuming task, 

but it’s necessary to pro-
mote the health of lawns 
and other plants. Grass 
that is completely matted 
down with leaves can be-
come starved for light and 
moisture, and lawns may 
even rot when forced to 
spend winter beneath fall-
en leaves.

One eco-friendly time-
saver is to shred leaves 
with a mower (a manual 
mower is preferable) and 
leave them as topdressing 
for the lawn. As long as the 
grass blades can be seen 
within the leaves, the lawn 
should be fine. Shredded 

leaves will decompose 
and add necessary nutri-
ents and organic matter to 
the soil naturally.

Leaves also can be used 
in annual flower and veg-
etable gardens to improve 
the soil. Mulch made from 
shredded leaves can be 
placed on the soil around 
trees and shrubs. This 
helps to reduce weed 
problems and protects 
root systems from harsh 
temperature fluctuations.

Clothing donations
It’s time to pack away 

summer clothing and 
once again fill closets and 

drawers with sweaters 
and jeans. Before packing 
away your summer ward-
robe, conduct an invento-
ry to determine if there are 
any items you no longer 
use. Donate these items 
or use them as rags when 
cleaning.

Keep some short-sleeved 
shirts accessible so you 
can layer them under 
sweatshirts and sweaters. 
The heat from layering 
will be trapped against 
your body and keep you 
cozier, reducing your 

Continued on Page 12
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Earth-Friendly Tips For Autumn 

Continued from Page 11

reliance on HVAC sys-
tems to stay warm.

Home repairs
Check the roof for any 

missing shingles. In addi-
tion, look for spots where 
animals or insects may 
be able to gain entry into 
your home. Seal these ar-
eas and repair any leaks. 
This will make your home 
more efficient later on 
when winter hits its stride.

Remove window air con-
ditioners for the winter. 
If they can’t be removed, 
seal them with caulking 

or tape and cover them 
with an airtight, insulated 
jacket. If you have forced-
air systems, move furni-
ture away from the vents 
so that air can flow bet-
ter around the home and 
keep it comfortable.

Check weatherstrip-
ping around windows and 
doors and make the nec-
essary adjustments. In-
stalling additional insula-
tion also can help reduce 
energy consumption.

A few tips can help 
homeowners prepare for 
autumn in eco-friendly 
ways.
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how to ClEan and maintain 
stainlEss stEEl 

No matter the style of a 
homeowner’s kitchen, be it 
modern, traditional or farm-
house, stainless steel applianc-
es can add a pop of shine and 
a touch of class. Proponents of 
stainless steel appliances note 
their easy maintenance, stylish 
look and durability. Plus, the 
neutral tone of stainless steel 
helps it blend in with just about 
any color palette.

Stainless steel is lauded for 
its strength and resistance to 
corrosion and rust. These attri-
butes make it a popular choice 
in kitchens, where moisture is 
an issue. Although they are cer-
tainly durable choices, stainless 
steel appliances require main-
tenance to keep them looking 
and performing at their best. 

Considering that stainless steel 
also costs more than other fin-
ish options, taking the time to 
learn proper care can help pro-
tect homeowners’ investments.

· Avoid chlorine bleach or oth-
er products containing chlo-
ride. Although stainless steel is 
highly resistant to corrosion, it 
is not completely impervious. 
Chlorine products can damage 
the surface of stainless steel 
appliances and stain them if the 
chlorine is left to sit.

· Do not use metal scourers or 
coarse abrasives on the stain-
less steel because such prod-
ucts may scratch the steel. Steel 
wool pads can leave behind a 
residue of small metal particles 
that may eventually rust.

· Baking soda mixed with a 

little dish soap can be used to 
remove some tough dirt and 
stains. Rinse well and towel dry 
to avoid streaking.

· Clean and wipe the steel in 
the direction of the “grain.” 
Usually this means working 
from the top of the appliance 
and moving down toward the 
floor.

· Consult with the owner’s 
manual before undertaking any 
maintenance or cleaning. The 
appliance may have a special 
coating over the stainless steel 
to help protect it, and it’s best to 
know what you’re dealing with 
before getting your hands dirty.

· If you will be trying a clean-
ing product or scouring meth-
od, always test it first in an in-
conspicuous spot to see if it is 

effective or harmful.
· Julien, a leader in commer-

cial kitchen equipment, recom-
mends applying cleansers with 
a soft cloth or sponge. Then 
wipe dry with a soft, clean cloth 
or allow to air dry.

Stainless steel remains a 
popular material in kitchens 
for sinks and appliances. With 
care, stainless steel can look 
like new for years to come.
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FARMeRS MARKeTS                  
drAyton VAlley: 
evergreen Farmers’ market, 
Wednesdays at the Mackenzie 
Center of the Omniplex 
from 10:30am-1:30pm. www.
dvevergreenfarmersmarket.ca
BiNGo                                             
mulHurst: Every Tuesday 
night, 7:00pm at the Mulhurst 
Legion
cAlmAr: Every Wednesday 
night, 7:00pm at the Calmar 
Legion.
JAMBoRee                                                   
drAyton VAlley: Last Sunday 
of month. Upstairs @ the “55 
Rec. Center” Doors at 12pm, 
Starts at 1pm. 780-542-4378
ToPS (take off pounds sensibly)       

deVon: Wed. at 9:30am at 
Riverside Baptist Church, 2 
Saskatchewan Dr., Devon. 
Contact Brenda at 987-9113 for 
info.
edmonton: Thurs 8:30-10am at 
Annex of Grace United Church 
(6215-104 Ave). $7/month
leduc: Tuesday Nights at Peace 
Lutheran Church, 4606 – 48 St. 

Leduc.  Weigh-ins: 5:45-6:30pm, 
Meeting 7:00-7:30pm. Call Marie 
at 780-986-6477.
tHorsby: meeting every 
Monday morning 9:00am at 
Thorsby Fire Hall. Call 780-621-
3461.
SociAL eVeNTS                                    
50+ young At HeArt 
luncHeon for Parkland County 
Seniors. 12pm  at Stony Plain 
United Church Basement, $7 
per plate. 3rd Wed of Each Month, 
Sept - June. For reservations call 
Audrey 780-963-1782.
bAllroom, lAtIn, country 
dAnce socIAl:  1st Saturday of 
every month. Doors open 8pm at 
Central Lions Recreation Center, 
11113 113 St., Edmonton AB. Cost 
$15 paid at the doors. Hosted 
by Everyone’s Ballroom Dance 
Assoc, More info: www.ebda.ca 
780-893-6828
cAlmAr senIors bus: to West 
Edmonton Mall - 1st Wed. 9:30am; 
Seniors’ Birthday Party - every 
3rd Wed. 1:30pm; Meetings - every 
2nd Wed of every month. 1:30pm. 
(780) 985-3117.
deVon musIc JAm & dAnce: 
4th Wed. of each month @ 6pm, 
June – Sept. @ Chalet Lions 

Campground. Oct. - May (excl. 
Dec.) @Pioneers 73 Club (29 
St. Lawrence Ave.). Guests $7, 
Musicians $2. More info call 780-
987-2093.
deVon recreAtIon: 
Volleyball, Mondays 8-10pm, 
$2, John Maland High School. 
Badminton, Fridays 7-9pm, 
Robina Baker School, $2. Hockey 
(Arena), Tues & Thurs, noon 
(children under 15 must be 
accompanied by an adult).
Indoor plAyground: 
Mondays, 10am-12pm, Alder Flats 
Community Centre. Info (780) 
388-3333  No fee. Pleas bring a 
snack for your child.
JAm dAnce & cArds: 1st Fri, 
7pm, Buck Creek. (780) 514-3781
“kIds oWn WorsHIp” an hour 
after-school, 1st and 3rd Thursdays 
each month. Songs, Crafts, 
Snacks and FUN!  No charge.  
Call All Saints’ Anglican Church. 
(780)542-5048
musIcAl JAm sessIons: 
4th Tues, 1:00pm at Calmar 
Seniors Centre. Bring your own 
instruments and have fun.
musIc JAmboree: Last Sunday 
of each month. Upstairs @ the 
“55 Rec. Center” Doors open at 

12pm, Starts at 1pm. 780-542-3768
musIcAl progrAm: every 4th 
Saturday at the Cloverleaf Manor, 
2:30pm. Everyone welcome.
st. dAVIds Jr. cHoIr is seeking 
singers ages 7-13. Boys and 
girls are welcomed. Rehearsals 
in Leduc Tuesdays 3:45- 5pm. 
Contact 780-432-7805.
WArburg ArenA Hosts 
Free sHInny Hockey, Sun 
2:30 - 3:45pm & Mon /Wed 
4-5:45pm, arena closures & 
cancellations can be heard on 
recorded messages, call Arena 
780-848-7581
WArburg ArenA Hosts Free 
publIc skAtIng, Sundays 
1-2:30pm & Fridays 4-5:45pm, call 
arena for closure dates
MeeTiNGS                                                                 
AHs: Addiction Services provides 
assessment and counseling for 
alcohol, other drugs, tobacco 
and gambling in Breton on 
court day Wednesdays.  To make 
an appointment, please call 780-
542-3140.
Do you have a problem with 
alcohol & are you looking for an 
AA meetIng or someone to talk 
to? Call Toll Free 1-877-404-8100.
drinking a problem? There is a 

coMMuNiTy eVeNTS
If you are a LICENSED, NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION, you are welcome to submit your announcement FREE of charge, space 

permitting. You are required to submit your non-profit number. Call (780) 962-9228. Please note that all submitted event listings must 
be limited to 25 characters or less (including spaces). DEADLINE: 12 noon Friday prior to publication (Thursdays on long weekends).
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classified Ads - call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Lodgepole Community Hall - 
(780) 894-2277

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217 

For Sale

firewood for sale,  spruce, 

poplar, birch we deliver half 
and full cords780-297-9172 

For Rent
House for rent in Sangudo, 
2 bedroom + Bonus room. 
Renovated kitchen and 
bathroom. 5 appliances. 
View of Pembina river 
valley. Covered south deck 
. Main floor laundry. Pets 
negotiable. Personal/credit 

references may be required. 
RENT $1300.00 per month 
(may include water and 
electric utilities for the right 
tenant) Inquire for July 2023 
availability. REPLY: call 780-
957-2113 or text/call 780-512-
5120.

Computers
Free Computer Checkup, 
Computer Repairs not over 

$25.

Cleaning
ceiling & Walling cleaning 
yes we can clean stipple 
and california knockdown, 
cigarette smoke, ceiling tiles/
office/restaurants “don’t 
paint” seniors discount 
residental & commercial.   
Call Nano Cleaning Service @ 
780-914-0323
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