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September 27, 2023
Parkland RCMP Collision 
On Westbound Lanes Of 

Highway 16

Métis Citizens Elect 
New President In First 

Election For New 
Otipemisiwak Métis 

Government

Submitted by Parkland 
RCMP

Parkland County, Alta: 
Emergency crews have 
cleared from the colli-
sion scene on Hwy 16 near 
Range Road 20. 

The collision occurred at 
approximately 1:20 P.M.. 

on the westbound lanes of 
Hwy 16 between a Toyota 
4 Runner and a Volkswag-
on Passat. The driver of the 
4 Runner sustained minor 
injuries. The driver of the 
Volkswagon, a 16-year-old 
male resident of Stony Plain 
died as a result of injuries 
sustained in the collision. 

There were no other occu-
pants in the vehicles.

RCMP are continuing to 
investigate the cause of the 
collision with assistance of 
a collision reconstruction-
ist. 

Submitted by Métis Nation 
of Alberta (MNA)

Citizens of the Métis Nation 
of Alberta (MNA) have con-
cluded voting in their first 
election for the Otipemisiwak 
Métis Government. This elec-
tion marks the formal transi-

tion of MNA to the Otipemisi-
wak Métis Government.

In a province-wide election 
held from September 13-19, 
2023, which included mail-in, 
online, and in-person voting, 
a total of 8,167 ballots were 
cast and accepted. This fig-
ure does not include ballots 

that were spoiled or rejected. 
These results are preliminary, 
with official results awaiting a 
single district recount.

The Otipemisiwak Métis 
Government Constitution es-
tablishes a Citizens Council 
consisting of a 

Continued on Page 2
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Métis Citizens Elect New President In 
First Election For New Otipemisiwak 
Métis Government

Continued from Page 1

President, Women’s Rep-
resentative, and Youth Rep-
resentative (each elected 
province wide) and 22 District 
Representatives (each elect-
ed by the MNA Citizens in 
their respective districts). The 
province-wide vote saw all of 
these positions filled.

The results of the election 
are:

President:
Andrea Sandmaier – 5693 

votes
Joseph Pimlott – 2131 votes
Andrea Sandmaier is hereby 

declared elected as the first 
President of the Otipemisi-
wak Métis Government.

Citizens’ Representative in 
Calgary Nose Hill Métis Dis-
trict 5

Nelson Anthony Lussier – 

273 votes
Lisa Hunt – 243 votes
Karen Acuna – 219 votes
Citizens’ Representative in 

Calgary Elbow Métis District 
6

Jason Chernow – 205 votes
Rhonda Germaine Baglot – 

173 votes
Randall Fedderson – 80 

votes
Citizens’ Representative in 

Jasper House Métis District 7
Kaila Mitchell – 92 votes
Terry Rudyk – 34 votes
Citizens’ Representative in 

Lac Ste. Anne Métis District 8
Lisa Wolfe – 232 votes
Mike Hanly – 168 votes
Wendy Snow – 175 votes
Citizens’ Representative in 

St. Albert Métis District 11
Alfred L’Hirondelle – 356 

votes
Gwenn Thiele – 316 votes

Luc Gauthier – 146 votes
Citizens’ Representatives in 

St. Paul-Cold Lake Métis Dis-
trict 12

Karen Collins – 300 votes
Tanya Shaw – 235 votes
District Captain in St. Paul-

Cold Lake Métis District 12
Bernie Poitras – 271 Votes
Tanya Fayant – 251 votes
Citizens’ Representative in 

Peace River Métis District 14
Barry Dibb – 163 votes
Carol Ridsdale – 152 votes
Roechelle Gaudet – 47 votes
Citizens’ Representative in 

Fort Vermilion Métis District 
15.

Bobbi Paul-Alook – 116 
votes

Odell Flett – 50 votes
Loretta Ann Calliou – 36 

votes

Continued on Page 3
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Continued from Page 2

Citizens’ Representative in 
Fort McMurray Métis District 
17

Brooke Bramfield – 114 votes
Michael Durocher – 82 votes
Citizens’ Representative in 

Lac La Biche Métis District 19
Jason Ekeberg – 165 votes
Jerry Ladouceur – 36 votes
Dwayne Roth – 34 votes
District Captain in Athabas-

ca Landing Métis District 20
The results of this race were 

too close to call and are un-
dergoing an automatic re-
count.

Citizens’ Representative in 
Lesser Slave Lake Métis Dis-
trict 21.

Grant Lacombe – 178 votes
Bev New – 97 votes
The following individuals 

were acclaimed: 
Tai Amy Grauman, Women’s 

Representative

Rebecca Lavallee, Youth 
Representative

Darryl W. Campbell, Citi-
zens’ Representative, District 
1 Foothills

Catherine Schnell, Citizens’ 
Representative, District 2 
Medicine Hat

Joe Chodzicki, Citizens’ 
Representative District 3 Red 
Deer

Lisa Schmidt, Citizens’ Rep-
resentative, District 4 Rocky 
View

Carmen Lasante, District 
Captain, District 6 Calgary 
Elbow

Sarah Wolfe, Citizens’ Rep-
resentative, District 9 Fort 
Edmonton

Aura Leddy, Citizens’ Repre-
sentative, District 10 Edmon-
ton Whitemud

Shannon Dunfield, Citizens’ 
Representative, District 13 
Grande Prairie

Judy Ann Cardinal, Citizens’ 
Representative, District 16 
Fort Chipewyan

Valerie Quintal, Citizens’ 
Representative, District 18 
Conklin

Joseph Noel Tremblay, Citi-
zens’ Representative, District 
20 Athabasca Landing

Nancy Margaret Cardinal, 

Citizens’ Representative, Dis-
trict 22 Wabasca-Desmarais

Regan Auger, District Cap-
tain, District 22 Wabas-
ca-Desmarais

Métis Citizens Elect New President In First Election 
For New Otipemisiwak Métis Government

September 27, 2023
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Council Highlights
Submitted by Yellowhead 

County

Letter of Support Ca-
domin – Yellowhead County 
Council approved a Letter 
of Support for the Cadomin 
Community Society for 
their Federal 2023 CFEP 
Grant application.

Road Closure Request – 
Council passed a resolution 

to close Road Plan 3961JY 
located within SW-03-55-
14-W5M and will forward 
the resolution to the Min-
ister of Transportation for 
approval.

Culvert Flood Recovery 
Program – Council ap-
proved the 2023 culvert fail-
ure rehabilitation program 
and approved un-budget-
ed funds of $1,750,146.00 

from Restricted Surplus 
Funds: Infrastructure Re-
serves-Roads and Bridges 
and to bring back repair op-
tions for culvert structure 
No.7 on Range Road 183A to 
a future Council Meeting.

Bridge Flood Recovery 
Program – Council ap-
proved the bridge rehabil-
itation program for Bridge 
No.1 on TWP Road 535 (Car-
rot Creek) and Bridge No.2 
located on North end of RR 
165 (Tom Hill Tower Road) 
with un-budgeted funds of 
$535,346.00 from Restrict-
ed Surplus Funds: Infra-
structure Reserves-Roads 
and Bridges; and to bring 
back repair or replacement 
options for bridge structure 
No.3 on Range Road 170A to 
a future Council Meeting.

Hinton Snow Removal 
Contract – Council awarded 
the 2023-2028 (multi-year) 
snow removal and ice con-

trol, winter maintenance 
contract to West Ridge Sand 
& Gravel Ltd. at the hourly 
average rate of $187/Hr 
(GST excluded).

Property Tax Auction & 
Reserve Bids – Council set 
the 2023 Property Tax Auc-
tion date as November 16, 
2023 to commence at 10:00 
AM at Yellowhead Coun-
ty’s Edson Administration 
Building.

YCE Multipurpose Facility 
Design Contract – Council 
for Yellowhead County, in 
partnership with the Town 
of Edson, awarded the De-
sign Consulting Services 
contract for the YCE Mul-
tipurpose Facility Expan-
sion/Renovation Project 
to GEC Architecture for 
$3,931,200.
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Camp Warwa Presents a 
Spooktacular Halloween 

Extravaganza
Submitted by Camp War-

wa

Camp Warwa, an out-
door recreation centre and 
summer camp locatedone 
hour west of Edmonton, 
is thrilled to announce its 
first Halloween celebration 
like no other! Witha day 
filled with family fun and 
an evening of spine-tin-
gling frights, Camp Warwa 
invites everyone tojoin in 
on the festivities and create 
lasting memories this Hal-
loween season.

Step into a world of won-
der and magic during the 
“World of the Fae” adven-
ture on Saturday, Octo-
ber28th, between 12 PM 
to 6 PM in the enchanting 
Warwa Woods. Explore the 
captivating woods, where-

every tree holds a secret 
and every path leads to a 
new discovery. Encounters 
with mysticalcreatures and 
creative pumpkin carving 
are just some of the delights 
that await. Visit the magi-
calmarket in the cozy din-
ing hall, and savor delicious 
bites available for purchase 
onsite. Admission is$14 per 
person, and free for chil-
dren under 5.

This Halloween, only those 
brave enough will be guid-
ed on an experience into 
the Warwa Woods. Asthe 
moon casts an eerie glow 
over the Woods, a chilling 
tale is whispered among the 
campfire’sflickering flames. 
It is said that long ago, a 
group of restless spirits 
roamed these very woods, 
theirsouls forever bound to 

the land. The Warwa Woods 
evening experience for 
ages 16+ will take placeon 
October 27th and October 
28th, from 7 PM to 11 PM 
in Warwa Woods. Limited 
spots are availablefor these 
haunting nights, and admis-
sion is $18 per person.

Families are encouraged 
to attend both experienc-
es in costume, and be pre-
pared for a Halloweencel-
ebration like never before 
at Camp Warwa! For more 
information and to book 
your experience,please vis-
it campwarwa.org, or visit 
our Facebook Event page. 
Don’t forget to use coupon 
codeWarwaWoods20 for an 
exclusive 20% discount on 
the Warwa Woods evening 
experience. Hurry,spots are 
filling up fast!

Join us at Camp Warwa 
this Halloween and make 
this spooky season unfor-
gettable

Warwa WoodsWarwa Woods
OCTOBER 27th & 28thOCTOBER 27th & 28th
As Halloween approaches, the spirits of  
lost souls come to life to terrify and
torment those who dare enter...

Book your walk
through the
woods today.
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Weather Every Storm With 
Concrete Walls 

- Now is the time to 
take a few precaution-
ary steps toward the 
utmost security of your 
home and family in the 
event of extreme weath-
er occurrences, say offi-
cials observing climate 
change. You may be do-
ing so already, but recent 
survey findings show 
that most Americans are 
worried about the abili-
ty to cope with damage 
caused by severe wind, 
fire, and flooding. Safety 
is the main preoccupa-
tion, but so are the costs 
associated with destruc-

tion and loss.
“One answer that solves 

many issues is to opt for 
the strongest impact-re-
silient house available,” 
says Keven Rector at 
Nudura, a leading name 
in building with insulat-
ed concrete forms. “This 
ICF method is an ad-
vanced departure from 
traditional wood fram-
ing - and our design is 
recognized to be even 
more efficient. At the 
construction site, these 
compact concrete forms 
interlock (like Lego) to 
build a rock solid enve-

lope from 4 to 12 inches 
thick.”

And, says Rector, this 
construction innovation 
gives homeowners far 
more for their invest-
ment, such as:

Walls to weather any 
storm - If high winds 
and fire are a concern, 
data shows that an ICF 
home delivers hurricane 
and tornado impact-re-
sistance up 250 miles 
per hour - and the fire 
protection rating is up to 
four hours.

Energy bills with a 
smile - Concrete walls 

vastly reduce air infil-
tration as compared to 
wood walls, and that is 
the key to lower energy 
consumption. This sav-
ing is even more pro-
nounced, says Rector, 
if builders use the most 
advanced ICFs available. 
The Nudura design, for 
instance, combines two 
panels of thick (EPS) 
foam with the structur-
al strength and thermal 
mass of concrete. The 
resulting envelope pro-
duces an energy effi-
ciency rating as high

Continued on Page 9
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Weather Every Storm With Concrete Walls 

Continued from Page 8

 as R-50 (compared to 
an average R-20 in wood 
structures) saving you 
up to 50 percent on your 
utility bills.

Temperature consis-
tency - The outside cold 
air easily travels through 
wood-framed walls, 
causing thermal bridg-
ing that produces drafts 
and chilly spots inside 
your home. Walls with a 
solid concrete core pre-
vent thermal bridging 
so even temperatures 
result throughout the 
house.

Better, breathable air - 
Mold, mildew, and toxins 
associated with wood 
structures are also di-
minished.

Shut out the noise - 
Solid concrete is an ef-
fective sound barrier. It 
dampens sound vibra-
tions from outside noise 
such as traffic, trains and 
neighborhood parties. 
This internal peace and 
quiet is a welcomed bo-
nus.

Rock solid asset - It is 
generally expected that 
a stronger, safer, storm 
resistant, greener home 

- and one that is cost ef-
ficient with less mainte-
nance and repair - will 
steadily increase in re-

sale value.
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Tools Of The Home Renovator’s Trade 
Home renovation projects can 

be both exciting and tricky. Do-
it-yourselfers are inspired by de-
signs showcased in magazines, 
websites and their own com-
munities. When DIY enthusiasts 
see a design they like, it’s under-
standable that they may want to 
emulate these looks at home.

Remodeling is one of the larg-
er DIY undertakings, and it goes 
beyond simple carpentry. Con-
sidering demolition, reconstruc-
tion, electrical, plumbing, and 
masonry work may be part of 
the DIY package, homeowners 
who are thinking about renova-
tions must first stock up on the 
tools and other supplies of the 
trade. Having the right tools can 
mean the difference between 
a job well done and a job that 
needs to be redone.
•	 Crowbar or prybar: 

Before you can put in new con-

struction, you might have to 
get your hands dirty with some 
demolition. Crowbars or prybars 
can be used to pry up wood 
slats, remove nails or remove old 
decking. 
•	 Tool pouch: A tool and 

fastener pouch gives DIYers a 
place other than their pockets to 
store fasteners and hand tools. 
Pouches can be attached to tool 
belts for added storage capacity.
•	 Stud finder: Invest in 

a more fool-proof method of 
locating studs behind drywall 
then knocking on the wall. Stud 
finders can provide a picture of 
studs, pipes and other hidden 
items inside an entire length of 
wall. This is essential to driving 
nails where they belong and can 
also prevent sending fasteners 
into wires or nearby plumbing.
•	 Level: A level is an es-

sential tool for everyone from ca-

sual decorators to more involved 
renovators. Whether hanging 
pictures or ensuring molding 
is parallel, levels are must-have 
tools for DIYers.
•	 Safety glasses: Invest 

in a pair of safety glasses so no 
one working on a project deals 
with obstructed vision. Safety 
glasses also provide ample eye 
protection.
•	 Extension cords: If 

power tools are part of the ren-
ovation picture, extension cords 
can safely extend power where 
it is needed. Be sure to invest 
in a gauge that is large enough 
to handle the amperage of your 
most powerful tool.
•	 Measuring tape: The 

“measure twice, cut once” man-
tra is key to home improve-
ments. To measure accurately 
each and every time, no tool 
chest is complete without a stur-

dy measuring tape.
•	 Ladder varieties: 

Home improvements aren’t al-
ways at ground level. Purchase 
ladders of various heights so you 
can safely reach various areas of 
the home and avoid injury. Step 
stools, a step ladder and an ex-
tension ladder all have their pur-
poses on the job.
•	 Digital inspection 

scope: A scope lets you see in-
side walls, floors and ceilings to 
find the exact location of pipes, 
wires and joists. It also can be 
used to seek out the source of 
clogged drains or anywhere you 
desire sight into hard-to-ma-
neuver areas.

In addition to these tools, 
brooms, shop-vacs, hammers, 
screwdrivers, wrenches and pli-
ers can complete a DIYer’s basic 
toolbox.
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Upgrades Ensure Quicker Access 
To Safe, Secure Healthcare

Submitted by Alberta 
Health Services

More than $650,000 in re-
development work at the 
Drayton Valley Hospital and 
Care Centre will improve pa-
tient flow and speed up the 
triage process for patients 
presenting to the emergency 
department.

Renovations to the hospi-
tal’s triage space and admit-
ting desk are now complete, 
providing staff with better 
sight lines to monitor pa-
tients in the waiting room. 
Patient privacy and securi-
ty have also been enhanced 
with the installation of ad-
ditional cameras and secure 
doors. Removal of the pre-
vious admitting desk and the 
laying of new floor through-
out the space is expected to 
be complete by early next 
month.

Funding for the project 
comes from the Alberta gov-
ernment’s Rural Health Facil-
ities Revitalization Program. 

“These improvements to 
the emergency department 
will improve the quality of 
care for people in and around 
Drayton Valley,” says Andrew 
Boitchenko, MLA for Drayton 
Valley-Devon. “The Alberta 
government’s commitment 
to this important project will 
ensure those who need emer-
gency services receive the 
best care possible in a mod-
ern space that keeps them 
healthy and safe.”

A further $2.2 million of 
government funding is cur-
rently supporting active fa-
cility upgrade projects at the 
Drayton Valley Hospital and 
Care Centre, including recon-
figuration of the emergen-
cy department and elevator 
modernization. A govern-
ment-funded roof upgrade 
project has been recently 
completed at $875,000.

“It is critical that patients 

and staff feel welcome and 
safe when they come to an 
emergency department, so 
I’m pleased these renova-
tions will help create an en-
vironment where people can 
be comfortable while being 
seen as quickly as possible,” 
says Janice Stewart, Chief 
Zone Officer in the Central 
Zone of Alberta Health Ser-
vices (AHS). 

AHS, in partnership with 

Alberta Infrastructure and 
Alberta Health, is building 
and renewing facilities across 
the province to provide ac-
cessible, sustainable, quality 
healthcare to all Albertans. 
AHS currently has about 540 
maintenance projects under-
way throughout the province. 

Alberta Health Services is 
the provincial health author-
ity responsible for planning 
and delivering health sup-

ports and services for more 
than four million adults and 
children living in Alberta. Our 
mission is to provide a pa-
tient-focused, quality health 
system that is accessible and 
sustainable for all Albertans. 
Our current focus is on re-
ducing emergency depart-
ment wait-times, improving 
EMS response times, increas-
ing access to surgeries, and 
improving patient flow.
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Rail Safety Week
Submitted by GYPSD

As many of our commu-
nities are situated around 
rail tracks, GYPSD wants to 
share the important mes-
sage of rail safety by recog-
nizing the 20th anniversary 
of Rail Safety Week (RSW) 
, September 18-24, 2023. 
#RailSafety #RSW2023 
#StopTrackTragedies

Rail Safety Week occurs 
every September by Opera-
tion Lifesaver (OL) Canada 
to raise public awareness 
about rail safety and re-

mind Canadians that taking 
risks near tracks and trains 
could cost them a limb, or 
their life. A significant part 
of OL’s work includes com-
munity partnership initia-
tives, school presentations, 
and free resources such as 
Thomas the Tank story-
books for ages 3-5.

Many communities near 
tracks also show their sup-
port by proclaiming Rail 
Safety Week including the 
Town of Edson at the Sep-
tember 5, 2023, Council 
Meeting.

Did you know?
According to CN, more 

than 2,100 North Ameri-
cans are killed or seriously 
injured each year because 
of unsafe behaviour around 
tracks and trains.

Be Rail Smart! Stop, Look, 
Listen and Live by following 
railway crossing signs and 
signals.

#RailSafety is a shared 
responsibility. Do your 
part and participate in the 
Pledge & Play contest

Any time is train time! 
Trains do not always run on 

schedule. They can run at 
any time, on any track, and 
come from any direction.

Speed Misperception: Be-
cause of their size, trains 
appear to be much further 
away and traveling much 
slower than their actual 
speed. Don’t be fooled!

Trains cannot stop quick-
ly. The average train needs 
at least 2 kms to come to a 
stop!

September 27, 2023

     communications@gypsd.ca

GNS: Good News Story

 Stop, Look, Listen, and Live.
Recognizing the 20th 

Anniversary of Rail Safety Week

gypsd.ca

Sept. 18, 
2023

 

Priority 1: 
Student 
Learning

 
Priority 3: 

Community 
Engagement

 
Priority 4: 

System 
Health & 
Wellness

 

As many of our communities are situated around rail tracks, GYPSD wants to share 
the important message of rail safety by recognizing the 20th anniversary of Rail 
Safety Week (RSW) ,  September 18-24, 2023.  #RailSafety #RSW2023 
#StopTrackTragedies

Rail Safety Week occurs every September by Operation Lifesaver (OL) Canada to 
raise public awareness about rail safety and remind Canadians that taking risks 
near tracks and trains could cost them a limb, or their life.  A significant part of 
OL's work includes community partnership initiatives, school presentations, and 
free resources such as Thomas the Tank storybooks for ages 3-5.  

Many communities near tracks also show their support by proclaiming Rail Safety 
Week including the Town of Edson at the September 5, 2023, Council Meeting. 

Did you know?

According to CN, more than 2,100 North Americans are killed or seriously 
injured each year because of unsafe behaviour around tracks and trains.
Be Rail Smart! Stop, Look, Listen and Live by following railway crossing signs 
and signals. 
#RailSafety is a shared responsibility. Do your part and participate in the 
Pledge & Play contest
Any time is train time! Trains do not always run on schedule. They can run at 
any time, on any track, and come from any direction. 
Speed Misperception: Because of their size, trains appear to be much further 
away and traveling much slower than their actual speed. Don’t be fooled! 
Trains cannot stop quickly. The average train needs at least 2 kms to come to a 
stop! 

One Vision One Team One Goal



CommunityVOICE     Page 13

Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
For Rent

Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  
All utilities included, 55 inch 
tv with Satellite.  Double 
beds, furnished bachelors 
with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with 
full kitchen available. Starting 
at $1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

2 bdr, available in Entwistle 
apartment biulding Rent 
$825 DD $300 Includes heat, 
water, parking. NS bldg.text 
Ivka at 780 807-1300 or call 
Elma at,780 234-4504

For Sale

firewood for sale,  spruce, 
poplar, birch we deliver half 
and full cords 780-297-
9172 

Services
Stump Grinding For Hire - 
Alberta Beach & surrounding 
areas. Call 780- 779-3589 (27) 
10-17

Cleaning
Ceiling & Walling Cleaning 
yes we can clean stipple 
and california knockdown, 
cigarette smoke, ceiling tiles/
office/restaurants “don’t 
paint” seniors discount 
residental & commercial.  	
Call Nano Cleaning Service @ 
780-914-0323

September 27, 2023
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