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LEDUC COUNTY ISSUES FIRE Wenham Valley

RESTRICTION

Submitted by Leduc County

Leduc County is now under a
fire restriction. There is an in-
creased risk of wildfire due to
dry, hot conditions.

No open fires are allowed,
and all open fires must be ex-
tinguished immediately. All fire
permits are suspended, as per
the Forest and Prairie Protec-

tion Act, and no new fire per-
mits will be issued for the du-
ration of the restriction.
Citizens can use cooking and
heating appliances - such as
barbecues, firepits and patio
heaters - fueled by liquid fuel
like propane or natural gas.
Citizens can also use approved
burn barrels and firepits, but
should use extreme caution

and ensure they have water
close by.

Fire officials will contin-
ue to monitor conditions,
and will update the public at
leduc-county.com and alber-
tafirebans.ca when the restric-
tion is lifted or downgraded, or
aban is issued.

LEDUC RCMP RECOVER
MEMORIAL PLAQUES FROM
BENCHES IN LEDUC

Submitted by Leduc RCMP

On July 10, 2024, Leduc
RCMP attended a business in
Nisku and recovered thirteen
bronze memorial plaques sto-
len from benches in Leduc.

Through investigation,
Leduc RCMP identified the
suspect who brought the
plaques to the business and
he was arrested.

Morgan Lance Landry (27),
a resident of Leduc, Alta. was

charged with possession of
stolen property under $5,000.

Following a judicial hearing,
Landry is scheduled to appear
in Alberta Court of Justice in
Leduc on Aug. 1,2024.

DRAYTON VALLEY RCMP
ARREST AND CHARGE MALE
FOR FIREARMS OFFENCES

Submitted by Drayton Val-
ley RCMP

On July 8, 2024, at 5 p.m,,
Drayton Valley RCMP re-
ceived a report that a male
suspect had brandished a

firearm from his backpack
and pointed it at the vic-
tim who was seated in his
parked vehicle. The victim
did not know the suspect
but was able to provide po-
lice with a good description

and direction of travel for
the suspect who left on foot.
Officers responded to the
area and the suspect was
located walking into the
popular Rotary Park,
Continued on Page 2
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Drayton Valley RCMP Arrest And

S ERE N
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where many children and
families were gathered at
the local splash park. The
suspect was quickly taken
into custody without inci-
dent. A search incidental to
arrest located a loaded fire-
arm and additional ammu-
nition.

Joshua Spiker (27), a res-

ident of Drayton Valley,
was arrested and has been
charged with 12 offences,
some of which include:

. Careless use of a
firearm (x2)
. Use of a firearm

while attempting to commit
an indictable offence
. Pointing a firearm
. Possession of a

2:n: 9890, Charge Male For Firearms Offences

CO M M UN Imﬂl'CE Continued from Page 1

weapon for a dangerous
purpose

. Possession of a
controlled substance

After a Judicial Interim
Release Hearing, Spiker
was released from custody
to appear in Alberta Court
of Justice in Leduc on July
11,2024.

CONSERVATIVE HUNTING AND
ANGLING CAUCUS’ 2024 ANNUAL
SUMMER FISHING CONTEST

Submitted by MP Gerald
Soroka

Gerald Soroka, Member of

Parliament for Yellowhead,
is excited to announce the
launch of this year’s Annu-
al Summer Fishing Contest,
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JOKE of lhe

A ghost had been staying in a bed and breakfast
hotel and when he came down for dinner he
asked the waitress,

"Please can | have two eggs, one tough
and one rubbery. really tough bacon
and burned, fried bread?"

The waitress said, "Sir, we really can't serve that
kind of horrid food herel!

The ghost replied, "Well, you did yesterday!"

starting on July 2nd, 2024,
and running until Septem-
ber 2nd, 2024. This contest
is a fantastic opportunity
for fishing enthusiasts to
showcase their skills and
win incredible prizes.
Participants are invited to

use a fishing lure provided
by MP Soroka’s office. To
enter, anglers must catch
a fish using the lure, take
a photo of their catch with
the lure and the MP’s name
visible, and email the
Continued on Page 3
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Conservative Hunting And Angling Caucus’ 2024 Annual
Summer Fishing Contest

Continued from Page 2

photo to cpchuntingan-
dangling@outlook.com.
Please include your name,
province, age demographic,
and a short story about your

fishing experience. Selected
stories and photos will be
shared with the community.

An expert panel will judge
the entries, and the winners
for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd plac-

es, as well as the top youth
category, will be announced
on National Hunting, Trap-
ping, and Fishing Heritage
Day, September 21st, 2024.
To receive a fishing lure,

please send an email to
Gerald.soroka.cl@parl.gc.
ca include “Fishing Contest”
in the subject line of your
email.

ALBERTA RCMP REMINDS RESIDENTS
OF THE 9PM ROUTINE

Submitted by Alberta
RCMP

Alberta summers mean
late nights with the sun
shining bright, however, it’s
still important to remember
a nightly routine. On aver-
age, property crime tends
to rise during the summer
months. In July 2023, in Al-
berta RCMP jurisdictions,
there were 2,798 reports of
Theft Under $5,000.
Property crimes are of-

ten crimes of opportunity,
and maintaining a night-
ly routine can help deter
thefts. The “OPM Routine”
is a movement followed by
police services around the
world, encouraging people
to follow a nightly checklist
to ensure their property is
secured.

A 9PM routine checklist
consists of:

. Locking your doors
at night (yes, even if you live
in a small town).
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. Locking your ga-
rage or shed.

. Ensuring all yard
tools and recreational

equipment is safely stored,
preferably in a locked ga-
rage or shed.

. Removing all keys
from vehicles and locking
the doors; securely store
any off-highway vehicles.

. Consider install-
ing a home alarm; if you
already have one, set your
alarm before going to sleep.

. Use motion sen-
sor lights on the exterior of
your property.

If you have a seasonal
property or trailer, there are
still 9PM Routine tasks you
can follow, such as:

. Using motion sen-
sor lights on your property,
especially at the entryways
or near your shed or garage.

. Use a hitch lock
and ensure it is properly se-
cured.

Continued on Page 4
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Alberta RCMP Reminds Residents Of The 9PM

Routine

Continued from Page 3

. Remove the bat-
tery from your trailer when
you leave for an extended
period.

. Ensure all tools

and recreational items are
securely stored once you
are done with them.

. Ensure your vehi-
cle is locked and the keys
and garage door opener are

removed.
. Ensure your garage
or shed is locked each night.
For more tips and crime
prevention information,
follow #9PMRoutine and

our social media accounts
on X (@RCMPAlberta) and
Facebook (@RCMPinAlber-
ta).

SOLID YEAR-END SETS STAGE FOR
PROSPEROUS ALBERTA FUTURE

Submitted by Government
of Alberta

Positive 2023-24 year-end
results display the gov-
ernment’s commitment to
fiscal responsibility that

ensures prosperity and op-
portunity for Albertans.

For the third consecutive
year, Alberta has balanced
its budget, ending the fiscal
year with a $4.3-billion sur-
plus. By staying true to fis-

cal discipline, government
was able to pay down debt,
save for the future in the
Alberta Heritage Savings
Trust Fund, and support Al-
bertans through measures
such as income tax index-
ation and fuel tax relief.

This responsible strategy
has earned Alberta cred-
it rating upgrades from
multiple firms, including
Fitch’s recent upgrade to
AA. Improved credit ratings

STARTING BID $630K

CALMAR FIRST CLASS

LEDUC, AB

160 Acres, Excellent Water, Great Location.
Selling Online Aug &, 2024, 9AM - 10AM MDT.

.1 866 263

CLHpid.com

make borrowing cheaper
and attract investment and
growth that will ultimately
create more jobs and op-
portunities for Albertans
and Alberta businesses.
“Our government has kept
its promise to balance our
budget and provide Alber-
tans the services and sup-
ports they need. We will
keep building opportunity
so that our children and
grandchildren can continue

to benefit, grow and share
in the province’s prosperi-
ty.”

Nate Horner, President of
Treasury Board and Minis-
ter of Finance

Alberta’s government is
committed to paying down
debt. The government is al-
locating $3.7 billion to debt
repayment, with $1.7 billion
repaid in 2023-24 and an-
other $2 billion to

Continued on Page 6
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Solid Year-End Sets Stage For Prosperous Alberta

Future

Continued from Page 4

pay debt coming due in
2024-25. This is part of the
province’s strategic pay-
ment plan to reduce the
overall debt burden on Al-
bertans.

The province also grew
the market value of the
Heritage Fund to a record
high of $22.9 billion. That
includes $1.7 billion in an-
nual investments earnings.
Another $2 billion in sur-
plus cash has also been set
aside to further grow the
Heritage Fund this coming

year. Alberta’s government
is embarking on a plan that
will return the Heritage
Fund to its original vision of
building intergenerational
wealth, with its long-term
goal to grow the Fund to
between $250 billion and
$400 billion by 2050.

At the same time, Alberta’s
government provided the
highest-ever levels of fund-
ing in 2023-24 to strengthen
health care and education,
while also supporting Al-
bertans through last year’s
wildfires, floods, drought

and the high cost of living.
To help Albertans, com-
munities and farmers facing
devastating consequences
from natural disasters, the
government provided $3
billion in disaster and emer-
gency relief. This included
$1.1 billion for the wildfires.
Another $1.9 billion went to
help farmers and producers
through the severe drought.
Albertans saved $1.1 bil-
lion in 2023-24 as the gov-
ernment paused the fuel
tax, saving Albertans a full
13 cents a litre in 2023. Al-

bertans continue to save
when they fuel up their ve-
hicles in 2024 at a reduced
rate that is in line with the
fuel tax program and a drop
in the price of oil. Since
2022, Albertans have saved
$2.2 billion from the fuel tax
program.

Indexation of personal
income taxes to inflation
saved Albertans another
$680 million in 2023-24,
while those receiving social
benefits saw their payments
rise.

MASSIVE EXPANSION OF PROVINCIAL
TESTING FAILS THE GRADE

Submitted by Alberta
Teachers’ Association

Students need more
supports not more tests,
according to Alberta
Teachers’  Association
(ATA) President Jason
Schilling. On the first Fri-
day of summer break, the
Alberta government qui-
etly released changes to
provincial testing for the
upcoming school year.
In an email to school
boards, government an-
nounced all schools will
be required to adminis-
ter provincially mandat-
ed numeracy and liter-
acy tests to students in
Grades 1 to 3 up to three
times each school year.
For the first time in Al-
berta, Kindergarten stu-
dents will also now be
subjected to standard-
ized testing.

“When so many kids
are falling through the
cracks, we need to be
giving them a safety net

instead of measuring
how fast they're falling.
Teachers don’t need a
test to identify which
students are struggling;
they need smaller class-
es and more supports to
get those kids additional
help.”

—Jason Schilling, ATA
President

New provincial assess-
ments are also being
added in Grades 4 and
5, meaning the students
who struggle the most
could be subjected to as
many as 32 standardized
tests by the time they
leave elementary school.
The previous total was
10.

Schilling says the time
and energy required by
teachers to administer
tests takes away from
time teachers could actu-
ally be helping kids.

“While the government
claims to have listened
to experts, it’s clear they
did not hear what actual

teachers had to say. Pol-
iticians and bureaucrats
who have little knowl-
edge and experience of
the realities of Alberta’s
classrooms might think
this is a great idea, but
teachers, who will end up
spending hours adminis-
tering tests and prepar-
ing students for them in
September, January and
June, do not.

All this is being foist-
ed on the same teachers
who are still trying to im-
plement new curriculum
across multiple grades
and subject areas.”

—Jason Schilling, ATA
President

A better approach,
Schilling says, is to re-
spect teachers’ profes-
sional judgment and al-
low them to determine
which students could
benefit from an assess-
ment and when, rather
than repeatedly testing
every student. More fun-
damentally, the province

needs to stop the distrac-
tions and deal with the
real issue in public edu-
cation—the gross lack of
appropriate funding.

“Alberta spends the
least per student on pub-
lic education in Canada.
That’s why we have large
and growing class siz-
es, inadequate supports
for students with special
needs, shortages of aides
and substitutes, and good
teachers leaving the pro-
fession. Alberta is not go-
ing to test its way out of
underfunding. It's time
our provincial leaders
got their priorities right.”

—Jason Schilling, ATA
President

The Alberta Teachers’
Association, as the pro-
fessional organization of
teachers, promotes and
advances public educa-
tion, supports teachers’
professional practice and
serves as the advocate
for its 46,000 members.
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ENHANCED EARLY YEARS ASSESSMENT
FRAMEWORK

Submitted

Dear colleagues:

I am pleased to announce
an enhanced early years
assessment framework for
Kindergarten to Grade 6.
The enhanced early years
assessment framework is
based on stakeholder input
and expert advice and will
support our youngest learn-
ers to succeed.

As you know, students de-
velop critical foundational
knowledge in literacy and
numeracy in the early years
of education. Assessing stu-
dents in their early years
provides essential informa-
tion to teachers, schools,
parents, and Alberta Educa-
tion about potential student
learning issues and needs
and ensures that students
requiring additional sup-

ports receive the help they
need early in their educa-
tion.

Beginning in the 2024/25
school year, the following
changes to the mandato-
ry literacy and numeracy
screening requirement will
take effect:

- Kindergarten: Starting in
January 2025, screening will
be required in literacy and
numeracy for all students in
January of each year.

- Grades 1 to 3: Mandato-
ry screening assessments
will continue in Grades 1 to
3; however, the timing and
frequency of these assess-
ments will change. Starting
in September 2024, the liter-
acy and numeracy screen-
ing for students in Grades 1
to 3 will now be completed
in September and January,
with an additional assess-

LONE WOLF -
MECHANICAL?

HEAVY DUTY SERVICE & REPAIR
CVIP Inspections

'587.643.WOLF [9553]

lonewolfmechanic@hotmail.com
www.lonewolfmechanic.com
4813 - 50 Ave Thorsby

TﬂH Free: 1-800-806-3707

ment in June for those stu-
dents

identified in January as re-
quiring additional supports.
The administration window
to complete all screening
assessments in these grades
will be extended to three
weeks.

- Grade 3: Student Learn-
ing Assessments will be per-
manently discontinued and
will no longer be available
for use.

- Grades 4 and 5: Starting
in September 2026, screen-
ing assessments in literacy
and numeracy for students
in Grades 4 and 5 will be in-
troduced. Further informa-
tion about this requirement
will be shared at a future
date.

« Grade 6: Provincial

achievement tests for stu-
dents in Grade 6 will contin-

We offer these services

= CVIF Inspections

adapters in stock.
* A Riepair
= Espar and Wabasto Repair, instaltation.
= Engine Repair and Rebuilding.

= Power brain/Driveling repaic and service,
+ Suspension &nd frame repair.

Nitro Nut
Mechanical

» Hydraulic hese crimpieg and thowsands of

)
* Twn Fully equipped service trucks for mobile needs. i
Shop 780.789.3322
Toll Free 1,855.788.3322 « www pitronut.com
email: nitronutmech&hotmail.com

ue to occur in May and June.

This revised approach to
early years assessment will
ensure that the literacy and
numeracy skills of all stu-
dents in these grades are
assessed, and that students
receive the necessary in-
tervention supports in the
critical early years of their
education.

Further details related to
the early years assessment
framework will be provided
to school authorities in the
near future.

Thank you for your on-
going commitment to sup-
porting the success of Al-
berta students.

Best,

Demetrios Nicolaides ECA
PhD

Minister of Education

BSPP, Melric Din, Metic cone, JIS.
Thate itiings &re closr 5oross ol brands. John Desrs, Caia, New Hallang, JCB, Fendr,
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MORE BOOTS ON THE GROUND TO

Submitted by Government
of Alberta

New surveillance teams
led by the Alberta Sheriffs
are now on the ground and
working alongside local po-
lice to make rural commu-
nities in Alberta safer.

Rural crime continues to
be atop concern among res-
idents and businesses in ru-
ral Alberta, which is why Al-

berta’s government remains
committed to addressing it
through enhanced surveil-
lance and other crime re-
duction initiatives. Alberta’s
government invested $4.3
million for the Alberta Sher-
iffs to put more boots on
the ground. This investment
supported the establish-
ment of two plainclothes
teams - one in northern Al-
berta and one in southern

FIGHT RURAL CRIME

Alberta - to support police
in carrying out surveillance
on criminal targets in rural
areas.

Both teams are now ful-
ly staffed and operational,
ready to fight crime in rural
areas across Alberta. These
rural surveillance teams
will work to prevent crime,
monitor agricultural theft
and work in collaboration
with local law enforcement

Alberta, Canada
TOE 0AOQ

Services
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We are a small business in Alberta Beach.
We are in the alley behind Tri-Village Pizza.
We offer metaphysical and fine arts items for sale, both new and
used. This includes Crystals, Spell Candles, Incense, Pigment Liner
Pens, Professional Drawing Pencils, DELETER Papers, and
Reference/Research Books.

Facebook

Email:
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to share intelligence and re-
sources to keep Albertans
and their property safe and
secure.

“Criminals and organized
crime are not welcome in
Alberta. Full stop. The addi-
tion of two new surveillance
teams will further support
our law enforcement part-
ners in stamping out crim-
inal activity in Alberta’s
rural areas. This is about
supporting local investiga-
tions to address local crime
in our smaller communities.
Together, both teams will
form another key compo-
nent of Alberta’s efforts to
combat crime and ensure
Albertans feel safe at home
and in their communities,
regardless of where they
live.”

Mike Ellis, Minister of
Public Safety and Emergen-
cy Services

The Alberta Sheriffs have
an existing surveillance
unit that is part of the Al-
berta Law Enforcement Re-
sponse Teams (ALERT) and
focused mainly on serious
and organized crime inves-
tigations. The new surveil-
lance teams will fill a gap by
helping rural RCMP detach-
ments with local investiga-
tions.

“Through their special-
ized knowledge, training
and experience, Alberta’s
new surveillance teams are
providing another import-
ant mechanism in the fight
against crime in Alberta’s
rural communities. Work-
ing in close collaboration
with the RCMP and other
policing agencies, their ef-
forts will play a key role in
gathering evidence and in-
formation that will help dis-
rupt crime throughout the
province.”

Mike Letourneau, super-
intendent, Alberta Sheriffs

Continued on Page 10
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2-4, 2024

Friday, August 2 Saturday, August 3 Sunday, August 4

OUTDOOR STAGE WORKSHOPS Workshops
5-2:30pm Cpen to Everyone Open to Everyone
Opening Ceremonies 10am - 11am 10am - 11 am
John Reischman & The Jaybirds Guitar, Banjo, Mandolin, Bass, Fiddle  Guitar, Banjo, Mandolin, Bass, Fiddle
Crying Uncle Bluegrass Band e b b e G
Darin & Erooke Aldrid
A 9 OUTDOOR STAGE OUTDOOR STAGE
Noon- 10pm _NW“ - 9pm
FILLMORE STAGE Lost Prospectors R
3-5 Passin’ Through Crying Uncle Bluegrass Band
Jarrid Les Jessie & The Gents John McEuen & the Circle Band
Passin’ Through Russel DeCarle The History of Will the Circle be
DANCE The Tone Rangers unbroken
Foghorn Stringband John McEuen & the Circle Band Jackson Hollow
9:30 - 11pm Spinney Brothers The Lost Prospectors
Darin & Brooke Aldridge Foghern Stringband
NECMS STAGE Appulﬂchian Road Show The Tone Rangnr;
10 - 3:30pm Jessie & The Gents
Acoustic Music Workshops FILLMORE STAGE NBCMS Stage
presented by 10:30 - 5:30 11:45 - 3:15
Morthern Bluegrass Circle Open Stage i

Spinney Brothers
Crying Uncle Bluegrass Band
John McEuen & the Circle Band
Darin & Brooke Aldridge

OPEN FOR BUSINESS AT 2P Jackson Hollow

t 4) NARKET VENDORS 4

Jackson Hollow
Passin' Through
Caleb & Reeb

NBCMS Stage
10:45 - 3:45
Jarrid Lee
} + 1 Sammy & Nadine
P The Tone Rangers
' FHDAYJWY ! The Lost Prospectors

Foghorn String Band
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More Boots On The Ground To Fight Rural Crime

July 24, 2024

Continued from Page 8

“This announcement by
the Alberta government and
Minister Ellis is a positive
step forward for the resi-
dents of Alberta, especial-
ly in rural areas. Targeting
known criminals is a very
effective way to reduce the
level of crime taking place
and will greatly assist the
RCMP who have a vast area
to police.”

Lance Colby, mayor, Town

of Carstairs

“We are happy to hear
about increased resourc-
es being allocated to assist
our communities. Address-
ing rural crime is one of the
top priorities of the Alberta
RCMP, and our partners at
the Alberta Sheriffs already
play a vital role in keeping
Albertans safe. The creation
of these new surveillance
teams will help augment
our ongoing crime reduc-
tion strategies in Alberta

communities, and we look
forward to working with
them going forward.”

Trevor Daroux, assistant
commissioner, criminal
operations officer, Alberta
RCMP

The new surveillance
teams are part of a suite of
measures to expand the role
of the Alberta Sheriffs and
make Alberta communities
safer. Other actions include
the expansion of the Safer
Communities and Neigh-

bourhoods (SCAN) unit -
which uses legal sanctions
and court orders to target
problem properties where
illegal activities are taking
place - and the expansion
of the RAPID Response ini-
tiative with funding for the
Sheriff Highway Patrol to
train and equip members to
assist the RCMP with emer-
gencies and high-priority
calls.

TELLING ALBERTA'S STORY IN
WESTERN U.S.

Submitted by Govern-
ment of Alberta

MLAs Grant Hunter
and Shane Getson will
be promoting Alberta’s
economic priorities in
Portland, Oregon from
July 8-12 at the Council
of State Governments
(CSG) West.

While in Portland, the
MLAs will meet with
lawmakers, government
leaders, industry repre-
sentatives and other del-
egates from 13 U.S. states
at the CSG West 77th an-
nual meeting.

This cross-border
meeting will provide a
platform to discuss ar-
eas of importance to the
province such as energy
and the environment,
investment, agriculture,
transportation and bor-
der policies that promote
the efficient movement
of people and goods.

“Western U.S. is a key
trading region for our
province that contributes
to prosperity and job cre-

ation on both sides of the
border. We are commit-
ted to reinforcing Alber-
ta’s ties in the region and
solidifying Alberta’s role
as aleader and partner in
energy security through
the development of eco-
nomic corridors.”

Shane Getson, MLA for
Lac Ste. Anne-Parkland

CSG West is a regional,
multilateral forum com-
prised of the following
member states: Alas-
ka, Arizona, California,

Colorado, Hawaii, Ida-
ho, Montana, Nevada,
New Mexico, Oregon,

Utah, Washington and
Wyoming. Alberta, Brit-
ish Columbia and the
U.S. territories of Guam,
American Samoa and
the Northern Mariana
Islands are associate
members.

Following participation
in the CSG West annu-
al meeting, MLA Hunter
will travel in his role as
parliamentary secretary
for Agrifood Develop-
ment to Sacramento,

California and Boise,
Idaho from July 13-19.
Parliamentary secretary
Hunter will meet with
government officials to
exchange best practices
on enhancing irrigation
systems to grow the ag-
ricultural sector for the
future, and with private
sector leaders to pro-
mote Alberta as a world-
class destination for
agri-food investment.
“Alberta’s world-class
irrigation network, di-
verse agriculture indus-
try, business-friendly
regulatory environment,
and competitive busi-
ness tax system make
our province the pre-
mier destination for
large-scale investments
in agri-food processing.
This is an opportunity
to promote Alberta’s ad-
vantages, share insights
with our partners in the
U.S., and reinforce vital
links that help build our
economies and feed the
world.”

Grant Hunter, parlia-

mentary secretary for
Agrifood Development

Mission expenses will
be posted on the travel
and expense disclosure
page.

Alberta’s government
is committed to work-
ing with its national and
international  partners
to advance shared inter-
ests that can lead to new
opportunities for people
and businesses in Alber-
ta and around the world.

Made
You
LOOK!
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Submitted by Government
of Alberta

New screening tools for
Alberta’s youngest learners
will ensure they continue
succeed in the classroom
by identifying any learning
gaps early.

Alberta’s government is
building an education sys-
tem that ensures no student
falls through the cracks.
Through a phased-in ap-
proach, students in kinder-
garten to Grade 5 will be
assessed on their founda-
tional literacy and numera-
cy skills. Beginning fall 2024,
teachers and educational
staff will be able to identify
areas where students may
need an extra hand earlier
on in a student’s education
journey.

“Supporting our youngest

learners as they develop es-
sential literacy and numer-
acy skills is fundamental
for their success in school
and life. These skills are
the foundation for living,
working and succeeding in
our modern world. These
additional assessments will
tell teachers, schools and
parents about potential
learning issues and better
position them to support
students.”

Demetrios Nicolaides,
Minister of Education

Under the new require-
ments, beginning in fall
2024, students in grades 1
to 3 will be assessed twice
a year, and students receiv-
ing extra support will be as-
sessed a third time in June
to monitor their progress. In
January 2025, an early liter-
acy and numeracy screen-

APOLLO
CONCRETE LTD.

“Our business is your foundation”

Ready Mix Concrete
Commercial, Residential, Agricultural

Phone: (780) 848-7766
Toll Free: (866) 948-7766 Fax: (780) 848-7795
Todd@apolloconcrete.ca
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SUPPORTING ALBERTA'S YOUNGEST
STUDENTS

ing will be introduced for
kindergarten students, and
in September 2026, there
will be new screening re-
quirements for students in
grades 4 and 5.

“Research studies around
the world have clearly
shown that there should
be early screening and fre-
quent monitoring of chil-
dren’s reading and math-
ematics performance.
Alberta’s new framework
for Early Learning Assess-
ments is perfectly in line
with this research. Early
screening and monitoring
of children’s literacy and
numeracy skills is a human
right, and I am happy to see
Alberta’s government prior-
itize this.”

Dr. George K. Georgiou,
Professor, Faculty of Edu-
cation, University of Alberta

Alberta’s government is
committed to ensuring each
and every Alberta student
has a supportive learning
environment where they
thrive. The new early years
assessment framework was
developed with input from
school authorities, academ-
ic experts and other educa-
tion stakeholders. School
authorities will be provid-
ed with a list of approved
assessments for staff and
will have the autonomy to
select the screening and
assessment tools needed
to support their students.
The assessments will enable
school authorities to make
local decisions to better
support students’ special-
ized learning needs.

Ga&N CONTRACTING

FOOTHILLS
Door L.

4650451 HIGHWAY I22
DRAYTON VALLEY, AB TIA 1RI

DRAYTONVALLEY'S
OVERHEAD DOOR
SPECIALISTS SINCE 1982
“ricdny B - S:00mu
service available

Senvice Area: Demyor ¥ 1
* Rucky Mountan Hows * Surnnmdng armes

PH: 780-388-3321
FAX- 780-388-3312

BAUMAN®RS

HOE & BOBOAT LTD

R.R.#1, THORSBY, ALEERTA TOC 2P0
PHONE: (780) 789-3843 rax: (780) 789-2242
emaiL: bsusi@xplornet.com
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TRUDEAU GOVERNMENT’S DISHONEST
NATO & MILITARY SPENDING PLANS

Submitted by MP Gerald
Soroka

Justin Trudeau was the
laughingstock at the 2024
NATO Summit for promot-
ing his weak defence pol-
icies on the world stage.
While announcing an offi-
cial statement to an empty
room in Washington, D.C,
Trudeau said that Canada
will reach the minimum
2-percent NATO defence
spending target by 2032
presently at 1.37 percent.

This will certainly be an-
other failed promise as he
has not presented any plan
to reach that objective. If
the Trudeau Liberals were
serious about this com-
mitment, they would have
disclosed new investments
and funding plans in their
‘Defence Policy Update’

three months ago.

The real issue behind the
lack of defence spending is
that the Trudeau Liberals
do not care about our mil-
itary. Since Trudeau rose to
power, our Canadian Armed
Forces have been under-
funded and ignored by this
government. Recruitment is
falling behind with the mil-
itary being almost 16,000
members short, procure-
ment of proper resources
is absent, and our serving
troops are neglected at
home and abroad. The Lib-
eral government recently
cut $1 billion in the defence
budget for operational
funding after eight years of
providing $10 billion dollars
with no progress to show
for our military.

Like millions of Canadi-
ans, our service members

JADE

Plumbing & Heating Ltd.

Box 5050

+ Gasfitting « Plumbing
¢ Hot Water Heating
# Furnace Repairs ¢ Maintenance
¢ Residential « Commercial
24-Hour Emergency Service

Call JUSTIN

Devon, AB T9G 1x8 987-4950

are also struggling in this
affordability crisis caused
by this Liberal govern-
ment. They have been sent
overseas and forced to pay
for their own meals and
buy their own equipment.
Our forces are short over
6,700 housing units, and
military families are using
food banks to get by. Even
some serving members are
homeless or at risk of be-
coming homeless.

The Trudeau government
is recklessly spending on
every matter except for
properly funding our mili-
tary. Due to his lack of lead-
ership, the Canadian Armed
Forces’ worldwide reputa-
tion has decayed just like
the outdated equipment
that our troops still use to
serve our country at home
and abroad.

Only a Common-Sense
Conservative government
will restore our military to
its former glory and effec-
tively support our troops in
their fundamental respon-
sibilities. Conservatives will
make real efforts to meet
our NATO spending re-
quirements and reinvest in
our defence sector.

We honour our Canadian
Armed Forces and will en-
sure our military have the
equipment and resources
they need to perform their
duties here and overseas.
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MILLIONS OF REASONS TO SEARCH
LOST-MONEY DATABASE

Submitted by Government of Al-
berta

Alberta’s government is seeking
the rightful owners of a combined
$154 million in unclaimed money
and property.

Alberta’s unclaimed property
registry holds money that is lost,
abandoned or forgotten. The reg-
istry currently contains millions in
cash, cheques, money orders and
other unclaimed items belonging
to people who may be entitled to
an unexpected payout.

Alberta’s unclaimed property

registry returned $1.4 million to
650 people in 2023 alone. Almost
350,000 individual items remain
unclaimed in the registry, in-
cluding one valued at more than
$850,000. If claimed, it will be the
largest single balance the province
has ever paid out, surpassing the
current record of $368,124, which
was returned to its rightful owner
in 2019.

“Who doesn’t like free money?
Alberta’s unclaimed property reg-
istry is free and easy to check, and
a quick search of the registry could
help reunite someone with money

Classified Ads

that they may not even know they
were entitled to.”

Nate Horner, President of Trea-
sury Board and Minister of Fi-
nance

Since its inception in 2008, Al-
berta’s unclaimed property regis-
try has returned $13.8 million to
more than 8500 owners. Sources
of the unclaimed funds include
unclaimed deposits, uncashed
wages, loan overpayments and
unclaimed funds from inactive in-
vestment accounts.

Alberta’s unclaimed property

program is governed and man-

aged by the province through the
Unclaimed Personal Property and
Vested Property Act. The act pro-
vides 10 years for owners to stake
and reclaim their lost money, after
which the money is transferred to
the government’s general revenue
fund to help pay for programs and
services for Albertans.

Individuals can search Alber-
ta’s unclaimed property registry
on the MissingMoney website, a
portal used by Alberta and other
North American jurisdictions that
allows searches across multiple
jurisdictions.

- Call 962-9228

Classified Policy

CLASSIFIED RATES INCLUDE
GST. Ist 20 Words: First
Insertion = $7.00; Subsequent
insertion = $350 each.
(Eg: 2 insertions = $10.50;
3 insertions = $14.00; etc)
Each additional word is .20
cents per word, per insertion.
BOLD/CAPITAL text available
for an additional $1/line. Ads
must be paid in advance.
No Refunds Allowed on

Classified Ads. DEADLINE:
is Thurs. 4:00 pm. Classified
ads may be called in to the
COMMUNITY VOICE office at
(780) 962-9228, emailed to:
comvoice@telusplanet.net
Ads may also be placed on
the web at www.com-voice.
com/classified.htm

Hall Rentals

Lodgepole Community Hall -

Here's How It Works: Sudoku puzzles are formatted as
a9x2 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9@ must fill each row,
column and box. Each number can appear only once

in each row, colurmn and box.
You can figure out the orderin
which the numbers will appear

by using the numeric
clues already
provided in the boxes. The

more numbers YOLU name,

the sasier it gets to
solve the puzzle!

ANSWER:
Last Weeks

(780) 894-2277

780-914-0323

Manley Goodwill Community
Hall, 780-920-3217

Ceiling & Wall Cleaning
*Stipple & California Knock Down
*Smoke and Odor Removal
*Refresh your Ceilings!

Don’t Paint!

*Seinors Discount

Call nano clean

Services

Stump GCrinding For
Hire - Alberta Beach &
surrounding areas. Call
780- 779-3589 (27) 10-17
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If you are a LICENSED, NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION, you are welcome to submit your announcement FREE of charge, space
permitting. You are required to submit your non-profit number. Call (780) 962-9228. Please note that all submitted event listings must
be limited to 25 words or less (including spaces). DEADLINE: 12 noon Friday prior to publication (Thursdays on long weekends).

FARMERS MARKETS

DRAYTON VALLEY: Farmers’
Market, Wednesdays starting
May 3rd-October 4 from 3:00pm-
6:00pm at 5015 Industrial Rd.
Special Christmas Market Friday
December 8 from 4:.00pm-
9:00pm at the Mackenzie Centre
4737 45 Ave. dvagsocietyinfo@
gmail.com for information. We
have facebook, instagram and a
website.

EVANSBURG FARMERS
MARKET: Every Saturday 10am
- 2pm located right beside
Evansburg Tipple Museum 780-
505-0905

May-Sept

Leduc Public Market: Every
Thursday 10-2 @ City Center Mall.
520150 st. Leduc

Devon Handmade Arts & Crafts
Sale, 2nd Sunday each month,
Community Centre 12-4pm. New
Vendors Welcome. More info:
780-652-3304

Mulhurst Bay Farmer’s Market.
Saturday 11-3 @ Community Hall.

BINGO

CALMAR: Every Wednesday
night, 7.00pPM at the Calmar
Legion.

JAMBOREE

Edmonton Northwest Senior’s
Center: 12963 - 120st NW, Every
Wed From 1-3:30pm Aug & Sept
Admin: $5 non members $2
members Yearly membership
$30

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly)

DEVON: Wed. at 930aM at
Riverside Baptist Church, 2
Saskatchewan Dr., Devon.
Contact Brenda at 987-9113 for
info.

EDMONTON: Thurs 8:30-10aAM at
Annex of Grace United Church
(6215-104 Ave). $7/month
LEDUC: Tuesday Nights at Peace
Lutheran Church, 4606 - 48 St.
Leduc. Weigh-ins: 5:45-6:30PM,
Meeting 7:00-7:30PM. Call Marie
at 780-986-6477.

THORSBY: meeting every
Monday morning 9:00AM at
Thorsby Fire Hall. Call 780-621-
3461.

SOCIAL EVENTS

50+ YOUNG AT HEART
LUNCHEON for Parkland County
Seniors. 12PM  at Stony Plain
United Church Basement, $7
per plate. 3" Wed of Each Month,
Sept - June. For reservations call
Audrey 780-963-1782.

CALMAR SENIORS: Meetings -
every 2" Wed of every month.
1:00PM. (587) 988-3636.

DEVON RECREATION:
Volleyball, Mondays 8-10PM,
$2, John Maland High School.
Badminton,  Fridays  7-9pM,
Robina Baker School, $2. Hockey
(Arena), Tues & Thurs, noon
(children under 15 must be
accompanied by an adult).
INDOOR PLAYGROUND:
Mondays, 10aAM-12PM, Alder Flats
Community Centre. Info (780)
388-3333 No fee. Pleas bring a
snack for your child.

JAM DANCE & CARDS: 1 Fri,
7PM, Buck Creek. (780) 514-3781
“KIDS OWN WORSHIP" an hour
after-school, 1t and 3 Thursdays
each month. Songs, Crafts,
Snacks and FUN! No charge.
Call All Saints' Anglican Church.
(780)542-5048

MUSICAL JAM  SESSIONS:
4™ Tyes, 1.00pM at Calmar
Seniors Centre. Bring your own
instruments and have fun.
MUSIC JAMBOREE: Last Sunday
of each month. Upstairs @ the
“55 Rec. Center” Doors open at
12PM, Starts at 1PM. 780-542-3768
MUSICAL PROGRAM: every 4
Saturday at the Cloverleaf Manor,
2:30PM. Everyone welcome.
ST.DAVIDS JR. CHOIR is seeking
singers ages 7-13. Boys and
girls are welcomed. Rehearsals
in Leduc Tuesdays 3:45- 5pM.
Contact 780-432-7805.
WARBURG ARENA HOSTS
FREE SHINNY HOCKEY, Sun
230 - 345PM & Mon /Wed
4-5:.45pM, arena closures &

cancellations can be heard on
recorded messages, call Arena
780-848-7581
WARBURG ARENA HOSTS FREE
PUBLIC SKATING, Sundays
1-2:30PM & Fridays 4-5:45pM, call
arena for closure dates

MEETINGS

AHS: Addiction Services provides
assessment and counseling for
alcohol, other drugs, tobacco
and gambling in Breton on
court day Wednesdays. To make
an appointment, please call 780-
542-3140.

Do you have a problem with
alcohol & are you looking for an
AA MEETING or someone to talk
to? Call Toll Free 1-877-404-8100.
Drinking a Problem? There is a
Solution, call AA 780-491-1043
ALDER FLATS AG SOCIETY: 3
Wed, 7pM, Community Centre.
Call (780) 388-3318 for more info.
BRETON COUNCIL MEETINGS:
2" Tuesday of each month at
7PM at the Council Chambers,
Carolyn Strand Civic Centre. 780-
696-3636.

BRETON & DISTRICT AG
SOCIETY Regular Meeting 2™
Thurs. at 7:30PM at Hall.
CITIZENS ON PATROL: 2" Thurs
of each mo, 7:30PM in Entwistle
Seniors Bldg

DEVON TOASTMASTERS, Thurs.
7PM at St. Georges Anglican
Church (2 St. Clair, Devon). Learn
and practice the skills required
to effectively speak in public - we
help conquer your fear.

More info: Marc 780-729-4932
DEVON: Paint night, 4th
Wednesday of the month, 7-9
pm. Info at artsdevon.org or
phone 780-652-3304.

DRAYTON VALLEY BRANCH
OF ALBERTA GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY: meets 7PM at Drayton
Valley Municipal Library every
3 Wed of the month. For more
information call (780) 542-2787
LEDUC MS SOCIETY
COMMUNITY SUPPORT GROUP
Are you diagnosed with MS and
have questions? This group is
for you! Meetings TBD. Contact
the Edmonton Chapter, 780-471-
3034

MS SOCIETY DRAYTON VALLEY
COMMUNITY GROUP meets
every 1% Tuesday of the month,

Sept-June from 6-8PM  at
Norquest College, dates TBA.
Info, Terra Leslie at 1-403-346-
0290.

Winfield Legion Branch 236:
Jan, May, Sept. Contact Secretary
Treasurer Gordon Watson 780-
542-1243

YOUR COMMUNITY

Dental Health: Visit the dental
hygienist with your toddler.
Children 15-24 mos of age are
encouraged to have this Free
Toddler Mouth Check. For info,
contact the Thorsby Health
Centre at 789-4800.

Derrick Toastmasters: Serving
Drayton Valley and area since
1990 Build Communication,
Leadership & Public Speaking

Skills  Meets 2nd & 4th
Wednesday, 7-9pm, Zoom
Contact derricktmo538.
secretary@gmail.com for
information.

Come join GIRL GUIDES OF
CANADA, 1¢ Pipestone Sparks/
Brownies/Guides Rainbow Unit.
For more info call Jenny 387-
3544 (anytime) or Teresa 901-
3817 (evenings)

LEDUC AND DISTRICT SENIOR
CENTRE : Provides programs
and activities to enhance
seniors' lives. Drop by for a tour,
meet new friends, and see what
we have to offer! 780-986-6160
www.leducseniors.ca

Meals on Wheels: Call Deanne
Young, Director FCSS 696-3636
Thorsby Well Child &
Immunization Clinic, every 1% &
3 Thurs. of the month. Contact
Thorsby Public Health Center for
appointment. 789-4800.

Warburg Well Baby &
Immunization Clinic, by
appointment only, 2 Wed

of month, Cloverleaf Manor.
Thorsby Health Unit 789-4800.

JOHN DEERE

WARBURG
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/

COEERLINNE

Giving you our best is the least we can do!
www.martineq.com

848-7777

JOHN DEERE
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ACCOUNTING SERVICES

* CORPORATE
& INDIVIDUAL
TAX RETURNS

* BOOKKEEPING
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DRILLING...
Water well drilling and service
Family owned Business Serving Alberta since 1917
Never run out
of water again!
N\ 5 year workmanship
ut'hm.llmg warranty
«“‘ %? -
Wecaninstall -l 3 Convenient
a water well with
a permanent water “ﬂfﬁ;ﬂﬂ
supply for as litthe as ."I « Mastarcard
S10menth OAC_JF" o We now offer fullfinancing
1

Stop in at our office 4405 - 50 Street, Stony Plain
963-1262

admin@summersdrilling.com
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