
Serving: Carvel, Darwell, Drayton Valley, Duffield, Entwistle, Evansburg, Fallis, Gainford,
Parkland County, Seba Beach, Tomahawk, Wabamun, Wildwood, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.

September 25, 2024
PARKLAND RCMP AND 

EDMONTON POLICE SERVICE 
CHARGED MALE AFTER A 

SERIES OF BANK ROBBERIES

WITH MANY THANKS!

POLICE SEEK PUBLIC 
ASSISTANCE LOCATING 

MISSING FEMALE

Submitted by Parkland 
RCMP

Investigations by the 
Parkland RCMP and Ed-
monton Police Service 
(EPS) have resulted in a 
male being charged after 

two bank robberies. 
On July 17, 2024, at ap-

proximately 11:30 a.m., a 
male suspect entered the 
CIBC bank located at 100 
Mcleod Avenue in Spruce 
Grove, Alta. The male 
walked up to a bank teller 

and handed a note which 
stated that this is a robbery, 
he had a gun (not produced) 
and demanded money.  The 
male then left the bank on 
foot without further inci-
dent. 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by GYPSD

GYPSD sincerely appreciates 
the many businesses and com-
munity organizations who go 
the ‘extra’ for our students in so 
many different ways.

Local RCMP and the Rota-
ry Club of Edson coordinated 

their second annual “Cram the 
Cruiser” event on September 
3rd where the Edson commu-
nity were extraordinarily gen-
erous in providing groceries 
to cram a police cruiser (a few 
times!) for local elementary 
schools in Edson. Both Mary 
Bergeron Elementary and and 

Ecole Westhaven School re-
ceived over $1,000 in grocery 
gift cards along with over 800 
lbs of non-perishable groceries 
for each school for their break-
fast/snack programs. 

Grande Cache Community 
High School’s ELITE 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Alberta 
RCMP

The Edmonton Police Ser-
vice is seeking the public’s 
assistance locating a miss-
ing 32-year-old female.

Alyssa Rovere, 32, was last 
seen on Friday, Sep. 6, 2024, 

in the area of Elbow Drive 
and Dawn Valley Drive, 
north of Stoney Plain, Al-
berta. She is described as a 
white female, 5’5” tall and 
130 lbs, with long blonde 
hair. She is known to fre-
quent Edmonton and Park-
land County.

Residents in the Elbow 
Drive and Dawn Valley 
Drive area of Parkland 
County with exterior cam-
eras or parked vehicles 
with dash cameras that may 
have captured vehicle or 
pedestrian traffic 

Continued on Page 3
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With Many Thanks!
Continued from Page 1

trades program has a few 
community sponsors owed a 
shout out. LJ Welding & Ma-
chine Automation from Ed-
monton donated the steel and 
shipped it all the way to Grande 
Cache free of charge just to 

support their trades program. 
Local community member 
Todd Jenkins from TDN Jen-
kins was on-hand to offload 
the steel at the school when the 
heavy load arrived.

Students at Grand Trunk High 
School in Evansburg were very 
grateful for the local support 

from their community in pro-
viding fresh food donations for 
their foods program this year. 

Just a few examples of the 
generosity of our community 
partners in education!

Parkland RCMP And Edmonton Police 
Service Charged Male After A Series Of 
Bank Robberies

Continued from Page 1

The robbery was captured 
on bank CCTV video. 

On July 18, 2024, at ap-
proximately 3:05 p.m., EPS 
responded to a Robbery 
at the Servus Credit Union 
bank located at 2315 Rab-
bit Hill Road in Edmonton. 
A lone male suspect had 
walked up to a bank teller 
stated that this is a robbery, 

demanded money and that 
he had a gun.

Investigators from the two 
police services quickly de-
termined that both robber-
ies were likely carried out 
by the same person. 

As a result of the investi-
gations, on Sept. 14, 2024, 
the suspect, Chilliwack B.C. 
resident Jacob Luke Mc-
donald (30), was arrested 
in Chilliwack. He was trans-

ported back to Alberta and 
was subsequently charged 
with:

• Robbery (x2);
• Disguise with in-

tent (x2).
Mcdonald is remanded 

into custody with his next 
court date set for Sept. 23, 
2024 at the Alberta Court of 
Justice in St. Albert.

September 25, 2024
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Police Seek Public Assistance Locating Missing 
Female
Continued from Page 1

between 9:30 p.m. on Sep. 
6, 2024 and 6 a.m. on Sep. 
7, 2024 are asked to check 

their video.
Anyone with information 

or video that may assist 
investigators is asked to 

contact the EPS at 780-423-
4567 or #377 from a mobile 
phone. Anonymous infor-
mation can also be submit-

ted to Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 or online at 
www.p3tips.com/250.

September 25, 2024

STONY PLAIN LOCAL WINS $106,288 ON 
LOTTO 6/49!

Submitted by Western 
Canada Lottery Corpora-
tion

“I was very surprised!”
Elaine Gunderson was 

shocked when she won 
$106,288.80 on her August 
10 LOTTO 6/49 ticket, but 
she didn’t really show it.

The Stony Plain local pur-
chased her winning ticket 
from the Canadian Tire Gas 
Bar located at 255 Shawville 
Boulevard SE in Calgary. 
She returned to the store 
the following day to check 
her ticket.

“I was very surprised,” she 
explained while claiming 
her prize. “But I think the 
cashier at the store had a 
bigger reaction.”

“I don’t think it sunk in for 
me at first,” she laughed.

The new winner said she 
has a couple ideas for her 
windfall, including a few 
home renovations and up-
grading her vehicle.

Gunderson won her prize 
by matching five out of six 
Classic draw numbers plus 
the Bonus number on the 
August 10 LOTTO 6/49 
draw – 9, 15, 17, 20, 25 and 
49, and the Bonus number 
28.

This Saturday’s LOTTO 
6/49 Gold Ball jackpot is 

$22 million! Tickets are 
available until 8:30 pm MT 
on the night of the draw at 

all Lotto Spot locations, on-
line on the Lotto Spot app 
or Play Alberta, or by sub-

scription at Subscription-
Spot.ca.
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TWO WEEKS IN AND THE LEARNING 
HAS LAUNCHED!

Submitted by GYPSD

We may only be into the 
second week of a new 
school year, but schools 
across the Division are 
already deep in learning.

Kindergarteners/Grade 
1 students at Wildwood 
School discussed “How 
to Treat a Classmate”. 
Students created pic-
tures of their ideas while 
their older classmates 
wrote down their ideas 
on how to be a good cit-
izen. Mr. Beck’s class at 
Fulham used their new 
outdoor classroom with 
a science experiment to 
determine what liquid 
mixture is the best at at-
tracting wasps and why. 
Grade 4 students at Mary 

Bergeron Elementary 
in Edson are learning 
about the provinces and 
territories of Canada by 
working in small groups 
to solidify their knowl-
edge by completing a 
map of Canada. Chemis-
try 20 students at Grand 
Trunk High School in 
Evansburg are creating 
and delivering presenta-
tions on various atomic 
theories. And to think... 
these are just a few ex-
amples - wow!

During the month of 
September, schools will 
be hosting Meet the 
Teacher and/or Wel-
come-Back events. They 
will also be establish-
ing the School Council 
schedule. These are great 

opportunities to con-
nect with your child’s 
teacher(s), learn about 
the school’s goals, and 
ask how you can sup-
port your child’s learning 
journey... from start to 
finish this year!

Be sure to look for the 
Principal Weekly Par-

ent Memo, check the 
school’s website, and fol-
low the school’s social 
media account!



CommunityVOICE     Page 5September 25, 2024



Page 6     CommunityVOICE September 25, 2024

NEW SCHOOL YEAR, NEW MENTAL 
HEALTH CLASSROOMS

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

Alberta’s government is 
making progress on its prom-
ise to open 60 mental health 
classrooms across the prov-
ince, bringing nine more on-
line this September. 

Alberta’s government is 
building a full continuum of 
care for those facing mental 
health and addiction chal-
lenges. With services includ-

ing prevention, intervention, 
treatment and recovery, Al-
bertans are getting access to 
world-class mental health 
care that is helping rebuild 
and strengthen lives across 
the province. A primary focus 
is building the Alberta Recov-
ery Model, which is based on 
the belief that recovery and 
wellness is possible, no matter 
what mental health or addic-
tion challenge someone may 
face.

As part of the Alberta Recov-
ery Model, the province has 
partnered with CASA Mental 
Health to make record-break-
ing expansions to services for 
children and youth. Through 
this partnership, Alberta is in-
vesting $70 million over three 
years to bring online a total of 
up to 60 CASA Mental Health 
Classrooms across the prov-
ince. This September marks 
another step towards that goal 
with the opening of nine class-

rooms in seven communities 
throughout Alberta.

“Services like this are im-
portant to the long-term suc-
cess and well-being of chil-
dren and youth who are right 
now facing some very difficult 
challenges with their mental 
health. Every kid deserves to 
know that help is available, 
and that they can recover and 
live fulfilling lives. Our gov-
ernment is going to continue 
with investments like this that 
change the lives of children, 
youth and their families.”

Dan Williams, Minister of 
Mental Health and Addiction 

“Student well-being and 
mental health is our top pri-
ority. This expansion of CASA 
Mental Health Classrooms 
will ensure that our most vul-
nerable students will get the 
in-school supports they need 
to help them succeed academ-
ically, build healthy relation-
ships and confidently transi-
tion into adulthood.”

Demetrios Nicolaides, Min-
ister of Education 

CASA Mental Health Class-
rooms provide a unique set-
ting in which students facing 
complex mental health chal-
lenges can receive profes-
sional care without disrupting 
their education. Students are 
also able to maintain their so-
cial lives and stay connected to 
their peers. Each classroom is 
staffed with a full-time teach-
er, mental health therapist, 
mental health aide and other 
staff who support students in 
their recovery. Caregivers are 
also provided with resources 
to support the child or youth 
during and after the program.

“This partnership with the 
Government of Alberta is 
bringing services closer to Al-
berta’s children and families. 
The goal is to provide mental 
health services earlier to more 
children and youth to prevent 
treatment in hospitals and 
empower them to thrive.”

Bonnie Blakley, chief ex-
ecutive officer, CASA Mental 
Health 

Continued on Page 11
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IMPROVE INDOOR AIR QUALITY IN AD-
VANCE OF WINTER 

Upon the arrival of win-
ter, people in regions 
where winter is marked 
by cold weather tend 
to spend significantly 
more time indoors. Be-
cause windows tend to 
be closed during winter, 
indoor air quality can 
suffer, making condi-
tions inside a home less 
than desirable.

According to the Amer-
ican Lung Association, 
poor air circulation in 
a home can promote 
the spread of bacteria 
and viruses. Once such 
bacteria or viruses are 

inhaled, coughs, colds 
and flu can spread. In 
addition, asthma and 
allergy sufferers may 
experience worsening 
symptoms thanks to the 
presence of endotoxins, 
which are substances 
that come from the bro-
ken-down cells of dead 
bacteria.

Because many peo-
ple spend significant-
ly more time indoors 
during winter than oth-
er times of the year, it’s 
essential that they take 
measures to improve 
indoor air quality in the 

months ahead.
• Cut back on 

chemicals. It’s ideal to 
avoid heavy chemical 
usage inside a home 
throughout the year, but 
it’s especially important 
to do so during winter. 
Solvent-based cleaners 
or cleaning products 
with strong fragranc-
es can negatively affect 
indoor air quality and 
potentially trigger aller-
gic reactions. In lieu of 
chemically-enhanced 
cleaning products, use 
natural products that 
get the job done with-

out sacrificing indoor air 
quality.

• Stop smoking 
indoors. Tobacco smoke 
can affect smokers and 
nonsmokers alike. The 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention note 
that secondhand smoke 
causes numerous health 
problems in infants and 
children. Those include 
more frequent and se-
vere asthma attacks and 
respiratory infections. In 
addition, reports from 
the U.S. Department of 
Health and 

Continued on Page 8
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Improve Indoor Air Quality In Advance Of 
Winter 
Continued from Page 7

Human Services 
have linked second-
hand smoke to an in-
creased risk of sudden 
infant death syndrome. 
Adults exposed to sec-
ondhand smoke are at 
greater risk for coronary 
heart disease, stroke 
and lung cancer. To-
bacco smoke contains 
thousands of pollutants 
that can greatly dimin-
ish indoor air quality, so 
make sure smokers limit 
their smoking to outside 
the home throughout 
the year, but especially 

during winter.
• Take off your 

shoes when entering the 
home. Snowy conditions 
often require a home’s 
inhabitants and guests 
to remove their footwear 
upon entering a home, 
but it helps to remove 
footwear in a mudroom 
or just inside the front 
door when entering a 
home even when it’s not 
snowing. Shoes can pick 
up dirt, dust and a host 
of other particles during 
winter, and if tracked 
inside those unwanted 
guests can negatively 

affect indoor air quality.
• Routinely in-

spect bathrooms for 
mold. During winter, 
mold can grow in rooms 
that are exposed to 
moisture but not prop-
erly ventilated. In many 
homes, that’s the bath-
room. Even if a bath-
room has a ventilation 
fan, routinely inspect the 
ceiling and shower for 
mold growth. Exposure 
to mold can cause a host 
of negative side effects, 
including nasal and si-
nus congestion and sore 
throat. Mold also can ex-

acerbate asthma symp-
toms. 

Improving and main-
taining indoor air qual-
ity in winter can help a 
home’s inhabitants stay 
healthy during the cold-
er months.
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WHAT TO LOOK FOR DURING ROOF 
INSPECTIONS 

Cold weather can be 
tough on a home, and 
perhaps no part of a 
home is more vulnerable 
to harsh winter weather 
than its roof.

Fallen snow can equate 
to several pounds of 
pressure placed on a 
residential roof. Roofs do 
not often collapse un-
der heavy snowfall. But 
adverse winter weather 
conditions can compro-
mise roofs in other ways. 
Water leakage and dam-
age to the roof’s interior 
are just two of the po-
tentially problematic is-

sues that can arise when 
roofs are battered by 
cold, blustery weather. 
That’s why many home 
improvement special-
ists advise homeowners 
to conduct roof inspec-
tions prior to the start of 
winter.

Many homeowners can 
conduct their own cur-
sory roof inspections, 
but they may not know 
exactly what to look for. 
The National Roofing 
Contractors Association 
says that there are cer-
tain key areas to inspect 
that may reveal some 

telltale signs of roof 
damage.

• Curled, cracked 
or missing shingles may 
prove troublesome. In-
clement weather can 
test the strength of even 
the most durable roofs. 
Even though many roofs 
are designed to last up 
to 30 years, some may 
need to be replaced ear-
ly, particularly when they 
have been exposed to 
harsh weather over a pe-
riod of years. Individual 
shingles can be replaced 
as spot treatments, but 
if the damage is wide-

spread, a new roof may 
be necessary.

• Attic leaks or 
water elsewhere might 
signal issues with the 
roof. Figure out if water 
inside the home is com-
ing from the roof. Wa-
ter stains do not always 
indicate problems with 
the roofing, but it’s bet-
ter to be safe than sorry.

• Look for protec-
tive granules wearing 
off. If gutters are filled 
with the sandy granular 
material that coats roof-
ing shingles, 

Continued on Page 10
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What To Look For During Roof Inspections 

Continued from Page 9

that may be a sign of an 
aging or damaged roof.

• Inspect flash-
ing. Professional roofers 
can recognize properly 
installed flashing, the 
material that connects 
the roof to other parts 
of the house that adjoin 
the roof, like skylights 
or a chimneys. Poorly 
installed flashing can 
cause leaks. Stains that 
appear below chimneys 
or near attic windows 
may indicate new flash-
ing, and not new shin-
gles, is needed.

• Gutters and 
downspouts should be 
in good condition. A roof 
is the sum of its parts, 
and that includes down-
spouts and gutters. If 
the gutters are clogged 
or damaged, they can-
not direct water away 
from the house prop-
erly. Snow, leaves and 
other debris needs to be 
cleared from gutters to 
help them function at 
optimal capacity.

• Animals and in-
sects can cause dam-
age, too. It’s not just poor 
weather that homeown-

ers need to consider with 
regard to roof damage. 
Boring insects and an-
imals may cause prob-
lems with roofs as well. 
A roof inspection may 
shed light on potential 
pest problems. Holes or 
nesting materials may 
indicate that an animal 
or animals are using the 
attic as a shelter from 
the elements.

Get to the root of is-
sues with your home’s 
roof before they become 
bigger problems once 
winter arrives. A thor-
ough inspection can re-

veal problems that may 
prove costly if ignored.
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New School Year, New Mental Health Classrooms

Continued from Page 6

“I am excited to see more 
children and families able to 
access CASA Mental Health 
through CASA Classrooms. Af-
ter many years as a principal, 
I saw first-hand the benefits 
of mental health classrooms. 
I also experienced the impact 
CASA makes on kids and fam-
ilies. CASA saves lives. School-
based supports decrease the 
risk of treatment in hospitals 
by providing services in the 
setting where children and 
teens learn, grow and thrive.”

Janet Hancock, board chair, 
CASA Mental Health 

Alberta’s government first 
supported the introduction of 
CASA Mental Health Class-
rooms in 2023 and contin-
ues to back their expansion 
to more schools. As of this 
September, 17 CASA Mental 
Health Classrooms are oper-
ating throughout the prov-
ince, more than double what 
was available last school year. 
Classrooms will continue to 
open in a phased approach, 
with a total of up to 60 Class-
rooms, supporting about 140 
Alberta communities by 2026. 
Once all are online, CASA 
Mental Health Classrooms 
will be helping about 1,500 
students each year.

“When our daughter needed 
help, CASA Classrooms were a 
healthy space for her to learn 
and grow in. She gained a 
multitude of skills and tools to 
cope with emotional distress, 
while being academically suc-
cessful. The CASA Classroom 
has been a great success for 
our daughter, and I am thrilled 
to see more Albertans be able 
to access this program.”

Alicia Long, parent of CASA 
Mental Health Classroom 
alumni student 

“The partnership with CASA 
Classrooms makes it possi-
ble to continue providing a 
continuum of essential men-
tal health supports to stu-
dents in the division. This new 
classroom aligns with our 
long-standing commitment to 

ensuring students have access 
to learning environments that 
meet them where they are and 
help them to grow and thrive 
at school.”

Cathy Allen, board chair, Elk 
Island Public Schools 

CASA Mental Health is a 
valued partner and the sec-
ond-largest provider of com-
munity-based mental health 
services for children and youth 
in Alberta. The non-profit or-
ganization focuses on sup-

porting youth who have men-
tal health challenges that are 
complex but do not require 
treatment in a hospital or oth-
er acute care setting. Provin-
cial funding supports many 
of their programs, including a 
CASA House currently oper-
ating in the Edmonton region 
and three new CASA House 
facilities that will open else-
where in Alberta over the next 
few years, along with other 
specialty services.

Alberta’s government is 
making record investments in 
mental health services to sup-
port Albertans of all ages in 
their pursuit of wellness and 
recovery. This includes invest-
ing in digital supports like 211 
Alberta and Kids Help Phone, 
supporting youth mental 
health hubs, increasing access 
to eating disorder treatment 
for young Albertans and in-
vesting in affordable virtual 
and in-person counselling.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Obituaries

Vera Daniels

July 30, 1940-July 16, 2024 
Vera Daniels, age 83, of Gunn, 
Ab, passed away Tuesday, 
July 16th, 2024, in Stony Plain 
Hospital Palliative care. 
Vera was born July 30, 1940 in 
Warburg Ab. to John and Elsie 
Beierbach who preceded her in 
death. Also, preceding her was 
her sister Alice Cambell and her 
sons, Douglas, Pattrick, James, 
and Adrian Sawchuk.  
Vera is survived by her two 
brothers, Edwin (Isabel) (Judy-
predeceased) and Emile (Myra) 
Beierbach, and brother-in-law 
Joe Cambell and daughter-in-
law Lori Sawchuk.  Also, by her 
grandchildren, Jason, Dustin and 
Bradley Sawchuk, Craig Dewald 
and Danielle (Tyler) Vandemark. 
She also leaves behind a number 
of great grandchildren. 
 The family would like 
to share their heartfelt gratitude 
towards the nurses at the 

Sturgeon Community Hospital, 
Mayerthorpe Healthcare Centre, 
and the Palliative care nurses at 
Stony Plain Hospital.

Leona Pyska

1943 – 2024

It is with heavy hearts that the 
family of Leona Pyska announce 
her passing on September 3rd. 
 Leona will be forever 
loved and remembered by 
her sons Brad (Patsy), Darrel 
(Deb), and Marc; her daughter 
Leanne (Gerry) as well as 
numerous grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 
Leona was predeceased by her 
parents Anne and Leo Bauer; her 
husband Edward; her brothers 
Marvin and Randy and her son 
Quenten. A Celebration of Life 
will be held on Saturday October 
19th, 2024 at 2PM, at the Lake 
Isle Hall, RR55 and HWY 633, Lac 
Ste Anne County, AB.

September 25, 2024
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-
6813

Camp Encounter, Vincent 
Mireau - Camp Director. 
director@campencounter.
com. C: 780-504-2012 W: 780-
967-2548

Cherhill Community Assoc. 
Hall, Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-2468

Darwell Seniors, Phone 
Debra 780-785-2907

Duffield Hall,780-722-5083, 
780-892-2425

Entwistle Community 
League Hall Rentals, Call 
Barry Osbourne (780) 621-
2541

Entwistle Senior’s Drop In 
Centre, Barb 727-2108 or 
Glennis 727-4367 Mon-Fri

Evansburg Senior’s Heritage 
House, Dennis 727-4186

Evansburg Legion, upper hall 
250 people, 727-3879

Fallis Community Hall,  
Kim/Rick 587-415-8177

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-
9452

Keephills Hall 
keephillsrentals@gmail.com 
(780) 919-6590 keephillshall.
com Contact Hayley Butz

Lake Isle Community Hall, 
PH: 780-892-3121 or Email: 
lakeislehall@mail.com

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  
All utilities included, 55 inch 
tv with Satellite.  Double 
beds, furnished bachelors 
with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with 
full kitchen available. Starting 
at $1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

2 bdr, available in Entwistle 
apartment biulding Rent 
$925 DD $300 Includes heat, 
water, parking. NS bldg.text 
Ivka at 780 807-1300 or call 
Elma at,780 234-4504

Seniors only! 2 brd mobile 
home on acreage in town 
limits of Stony Plain. $1500 
per month includes Utilities. 
Phone Gord @ 780-913-2430

Cleaning
Ceiling & Wall Cleaning  
*Stipple & California Knock Down   
*Smoke and Odor Removal 
*Refresh your Ceilings!  
Don’t Paint!   
*Seinors Discount  
Call nano clean   
780-914-0323

Collectables 

I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, 
AMMUNITION AND WWI & 
WWII COLLECTABLES. CALL 
JAY @ 780-686-1350

Services  

Stump Grinding for Hire - 
Alberta Beach & surrounding 
area. Call 780-779-3589

September 25, 2024
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