
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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WOODLANDS COUNTY AND 

WHITECOURT FINALIZE 
INTERMUNICIPAL COLLABORATION 

FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT

ALBERTA RCMP COORDINATE 
WITH COMMUNITIES TO CURTAIL 

COPPER WIRE CROOKS

Submitted by Town of White-
court

Woodlands County and the Town 
of Whitecourt marked a signifi-
cant milestone, and have finalized 
the Intermunicipal Collaboration 
Framework (ICF) Agreement. On 
October 1, representatives from 
both Councils jointly signed the 
agreement which outlines the 
municipalities’ commitment to 

enhancing intermunicipal collabo-
ration, and providing efficient and 
effective services to residents.

The Government of Alberta re-
quires all municipalities to pre-
pare Intermunicipal Collaboration 
Frameworks (ICF). The frame-
works formalize how municipali-
ties that share borders will manage 
growth, coordinate service deliv-
ery, and optimize resources for cit-
izens. The ICF Agreement builds on 

agreements already formalized be-
tween Whitecourt and Woodlands 
County, and provides continuous, 
seamless and enhanced services to 
the residents of both communities.

“Finalizing the ICF Agreement 
has been a priority for Whitecourt 
Town Council, and we are pleased 
to be marking this milestone with 
our partners,” stated Whitecourt 
Mayor Tom Pickard. 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Alberta 
RCMP

The Alberta RCMP is 
launching a community ini-
tiative in response to con-
cerns about ongoing copper 
wire theft in eastern Alberta. 

To reduce the amount of 
theft the RCMP’s Eastern 
and Central District’s Crime 

Reduction Units, along with 
K Division Criminal Analy-
sis Section (K/DCAS), and 
Community Safety and 
Wellbeing Branch will be 
working with industry part-
ners to determine areas that 
are being targeted and de-
velop strategies to investi-
gate, identify, and ultimate-
ly arrest the individuals 

who are causing the most 
harm related to copper wire 
and precious metal thefts.

Precious metals like cop-
per are used in a variety of 
projects ranging from large 
scale industrial sites like 
power plants, cellphone 
towers, and pipelines, to 
smaller uses like the 

Continued on Page 4
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Woodlands County And Whitecourt Finalize 
Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework Agreement

Continued from Page 1

“While our relationship and his-
tory of collaboration precedes this 
agreement, this ICF Agreement will 
help shape our collective efforts 

for the future. We look forward to 
working with Woodlands County 
for the enhancement of our region 
on existing and new services and 
projects.”

Woodlands County Reeve Dave 

Kusch echoed the importance of 
this collaborative step. “The com-
pletion of the ICF Agreement is a 
testament to our dedication to the 
region and its people. 

Continued on Page 3
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Woodlands County And Whitecourt 
Finalize Intermunicipal Collaboration 
Framework Agreement
Continued from Page 2

By working together, we not only 
deliver essential programs and 
services but also cultivate a sense 
of community and encourage sus-
tainable growth. This partnership 
positions Woodlands County and 
Whitecourt to move forward to-
gether, ensuring the shared pros-
perity of our municipalities for 
years to come.”
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Alberta RCMP Coordinate With Communities To Curtail 
Copper Wire Crooks
Continued from Page 1

wiring in homes.  

Copper wire and other 
precious metals can be dif-

ficult to track making them 
ideal targets for criminals 
to steal. The theft of copper 
wire can have a large im-
pact on the public, whether 
it’s having spare wire stolen 
from your personal proper-
ty or damage caused to vi-
tal infrastructure across the 
province. 

Last year in Alberta losses 
from copper wire theft in-
cluding damages to prop-
erty was in excess of 10 
million dollars. There are 
a variety of things that the 
public and companies can 
do to help reduce the likeli-

hood of copper wire theft in 
your communities:

• Consider installing 
an alarm system with re-
mote monitoring of surveil-
lance cameras.

• Ensure each en-
trance and exit of your 
commercial property has 
proper lighting and surveil-
lance cameras clearly visi-
ble to deter criminal activ-
ity.

• Arrange to have 
your precious metals la-
ser engraved, so they can 
be easier identified and re-
turned if recovered.

• For metal purchas-
ers, be cautious about pur-
chasing material from un-
known or suspicious sellers.

• Always secure your 
valuables in a secure area.

• Invest in fencing 
for extra protection and en-
sure it’s well-maintained

• Always report sus-
picious persons you see at 
work sites, or on your prop-
erty.

“The reality of the situa-
tion is, because copper wire 
is so common and can be 
almost impossible to iden-
tify if it isn’t laser engraved, 
catching and charging cop-
per wire thieves can be very 
difficult,” said Staff Sergeant 
John Pike District Advisory 
non-commissioned officer 
of the RCMP Eastern Alber-
ta District. “There are thou-
sands of sites using copper 
wire, and we can’t be at all 
of them. That’s why it’s so 
important for everyone do 
their part whether its secur-
ing your property, reporting 
suspicious activity, or ques-
tioning sellers.”

If you have any informa-
tion about crimes in your 
community, please call your 
local RCMP detachment.
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NEW NEUROLOGY CLINIC OPENS AT 
WESTVIEW HEALTH CENTRE

Submitted by Alberta 
Health Services

A new neurology clinic at 
the WestView Health Centre 
is helping more patients liv-
ing in rural areas get the care 
they need in their communi-
ty.

The clinic, led by neurol-
ogist Dr. James Scozzafava, 
opened to patients in July 
and will run monthly at first 

before eventually moving to 
a weekly schedule. 

“We’re focused on treating 
patients with acute neuro-
logical conditions, or new 
diagnoses,” says Scozzafava. 
“If a patient has concerning 
symptoms such as sudden 
unexplained weakness in 
an arm, or facial numbness, 
their family doctor will likely 
provide a referral to a neurol-
ogist,” he says.

“But if the patient has to 
wait 12 to 18 months or longer 
for an appointment, they’ve 
lost a lot of time in regard to 
the investigation,” says Scoz-
zafava.

Now, with the new clinic 
available, that wait time is 
drastically reduced to one to 
three months for patients in 
the area.

“We’re all excited because 
local patients will be able to 

be seen quickly and can avoid 
those long waits and needing 
to drive long distances to be 
seen by a neurologist,” says 
Scozzafava. 

WestView is an ideal loca-
tion for a neurology clinic 
because the site has space 
and clerical support already 
available, with no additional 
equipment or staff required. 
The neurology clinic oper-
ates out of an existing shared 
clinic space that also offers 
clinics for casts, geriatric as-
sessment, pediatric asthma 
and general pediatric assess-
ments.

“The addition of the neurol-
ogy clinic to WestView Health 
Centre is fantastic news for 
our community,” says Sear-
le Turton, MLA for Spruce 
Grove-Stony Plain and Min-
ister of Children and Family 
Services. “We want all Alber-
tans to be able to receive the 
care they need where they 
need it and when they need it. 
This clinic is a great example 
of the dedication of health 
care professionals and the 
innovative work being done 
to improve access to health-
care to all, especially those in 
rural communities.”

Patients who need to see 
a neurologist can ask their 
doctor to refer them to West-
View Health Centre. 

Alberta Health Services is 
the provincial health author-
ity responsible for planning 
and delivering health sup-
ports and services for more 
than four million adults and 
children living in Alberta. 
Our mission is to provide 
a patient-focused, quality 
health system that is acces-
sible and sustainable for all 
Albertans. Our current focus 
is on reducing emergency de-
partment wait times, improv-
ing EMS response times, in-
creasing access to surgeries, 
and improving patient flow.
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ENHANCING EARLY DETECTION OF 
CERVICAL CANCER

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta

Alberta’s government is 
piloting a project that will 
allow Albertans to screen 
themselves for cervical 
cancer using a take-home 
kit.

Early detection of cancer 
is crucial to saving lives, 
and Alberta’s government 
continues to prioritize op-
portunities that make early 
detection more accessible 
and convenient. When it 
comes to cervical cancer, 
the majority of cases are 
preventable with routine 
screening and treatment.

As part of the Cervical 
Cancer Screening Program, 
Alberta’s government, 
along with partners Alberta 
Health Services (AHS) and 
Alberta Precision Labs, has 
launched a pilot project to 
look at innovative ways to 
expand cancer screening 
opportunities for Albertans. 
The pilot project will invite 
eligible Albertans to partic-
ipate, including Indigenous 
people and individuals 
living in rural and remote 
communities.

“We know cervical cancer 
is almost entirely prevent-
able with routine immuni-
zation and regular screen-
ing, which is why this pilot 
project is so important. This 
represents a vital next step 
towards eliminating cervi-
cal cancer altogether.”

Adriana LaGrange, Minis-
ter of Health 

The cervix self-screening 
test is a more predictive test 
than routine pap testing. 
It detects high-risk strains 
of human papillomavirus 
(HPV), identifying individ-
uals at risk for developing 
abnormal cervical cells, al-
lowing for early treatment 
to prevent cancer.

The test kits contain the 

supplies people need to test 
themselves safely at home 
or wherever they are most 
comfortable. After testing, 
the kits are sent to a lab and 
results are provided to pa-
tients and health care pro-
viders.

The first 300 kits are cur-
rently available for eligible 
participants at the first pilot 
project site in Edmonton. 
Expansion to community 

partners and rural sites will 
follow.

“Self-sampling allows the 
person to collect their own 
sample in a location that 
feels safe and comfortable. 
HPV self-sampling looks 
for the virus that causes 
cervical cancer. If found 
early, it can be treated so 
cervical cancer does not 
develop.”

Dr. Laura McDougall, 

senior medical officer of 
health, AHS 

This pilot project will 
help develop effective and 
sustainable HPV self-sam-
pling strategies for un-
der-screened populations 
and validate the necessary 
pathways and protocols 
for expanding cervical 
self-screening province-
wide.
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MORE ALBERTA, THAT’S WHAT THEY 
ARE ASKING FOR

Submitted by MLA Shane 
Getson

The last time I had an article 
in the paper it was August 25.  
I had touched on our “Alber-
ta Culture” and that I was the 
legislator selected by CSG 
Midwest to take their leg-
islative leadership training 
course held by the Bowhay 
Institute at the University of 
Wisconsin located in Madi-
son.  Time Flies it appears, so 
I’ll give you an overview of 
what I learned, which other 
engagements I had south of 
the Border representing Al-
berta, and who came to visit.  
I’ll also touch on some local 
items, and some of the items 
regarding our Alberta Bill of 
Rights.

“Legislative Boot Camp” 
this is how a colleague from 
North Dakota described the 
training he was receiving 
from his local radio station 
in an interview.  Considering 
he was an army officer grad-
uate from Westpoint I con-
sidered his description very 
accurate!  The training was 
intense, lots of self-reflec-
tion, self-discovery, group 
exercises, and quite frankly 
made to tear down some of 
the preconceived notions we 
may have had coming in so 
that we could grow not only 
as legislators, but as peo-
ple.  The group was a fairly 
well represented balance 
between republicans, and 
democrats.  The Canadian 
provinces represented were 
Ontario, Manitoba, and me 
from Alberta.  We had min-
imum 15-hour days, a few a 
little longer when you con-
sider the evening hour net-
working up to midnight on 
a couple occasions.  It was a 
mental workout to be sure.

It gave us opportunities to 
not only discover what our 
personalities were, how we 
tick, but to be able to assess 

how others work, and think.  
To allow us to re-evaluate 
our approaches, communi-
cate, and to be able to share 
ideas, collaborate, and com-
promise as well.  To work 
across the isle as it were in a 
safe environment where the 
cameras were not rolling or 
the papers waiting to catch 
a “Scoop”.  It allowed me to 
make new contacts, friends, 
colleagues that I can reach 
out to, to be able to bounce 
ideas off, and to reciprocate 
the favor.

I can tell you, I went from 
being known as “The guy 
from Canada”, within a few 
days to being known as 
“Shane from Alberta”.  The 
group knew full well where I 
was from, what we do with-
in our nation, but moreover 
how important we really are 
to the USA.  I had a grin as 
big as the great outdoors 
when our Canadian consul-
ate wanted to make sure I 
met the Senator from Ohio, 
because he had heard him 
talking about a great con-
cept which included Can-
ada in a big way regarding 
USA being called “Fortress 
North America.  When the 
Consulate went to introduce 
us, he suggested we should 
talk about the concept, the 
senator laughed and said, 
“Where in the heck do you 
think I got it from, it was 
from this Albertan, I love the 
idea, Fortress North Ameri-
ca, let’s make it happen!”  We 
have some great new friends 
carrying our message now 
down south, so when they 
are passing legislation, we 
will have folks who know 
who we are, and how it may 
impact us.  

The next trip I was on was 
a speaking engagement be-
ing held in Dickinson North 
Dakota, it was the Ports to 
Plains Alliance AGM.  Ports 
to Plains is a group based 

out of Texas, and they are 
looking to connect Mexico 
through Texas, the Midwest, 
up to the norther border 
through North Dakota, and 
Montana.  For us, that means 
our Wild Horse crossing, up 
to the Veterans Highway, 
all the way up to Fort Mc-
Murray. I was asked by their 
president to speak about our 
work on the economic cor-
ridors, and the concept of 
Fortress North America.  It 
was extremely well received 
and had led to a number of 
follow up discussions with 
a number of the state rep-
resentatives as well as with 
folks from Mexico.

From North Dakota I was 
then off to Tulsa Oklaho-
ma to represent Alberta at 
the Energy Council.  This 
group comprises of ener-
gy producing states, as well 
as the provinces of Alber-
ta and Saskatchewan. We 
are affiliate members due 
to the organizational struc-
ture, and when the council 
was formed to mitigate any 
foreign entities (Canada) 
from directly influencing 
USA energy / environmen-
tal policy.  I can tell you full 
well however, we are great-
ly respected and welcomed 
for full participation in the 
meetings and the votes that 
take place.  There was even 
a “Canadian Panel” in one 
of the afternoon sessions, 
chaired by our Canadian 
Consulate General based out 
of Texas, the Energy Minis-
ters DM from Ontario, and 
our own Washington Based 
Representative who heads 
up our USA relations team.  
In addition, our Minister of 
Affordability was included 
on a panel discussion about 
hydrogen.  We were well 
represented! Outcomes in-
clude a special project with 
several states and us to work 
some common challenges 

and share information be-
tween our universities, and 
industry.  I was happy to be 
approached by several sena-
tors to see if I was interested 
and to be able to help them 
on this.

Last October I was asked to 
attend a 9-day exchange in 
Germany, funded and hosted 
by the German government 
to view their energy tran-
sition.  I was very engaged, 
and vocal on a number of 
items and approaches that 
they were taking that would 
not work here.  In addition, 
I shared some of the ap-
proaches we were taking, 
and looking for opportuni-
ties to share ideas, and have 
them come to Alberta and 
see firsthand what we are 
working on, what path we 
are taking, and looking to 
help them as well.  A small 
delegation took us up on that 
offer and came over to meet 
prior to Christmas last year.  
This summer a second del-
egation, through the same 
project that had several USA 
senators, a fellow MLA, and 
myself meet with them in 
Germany, took me up on my 
invitations to come here.

We acted as host, and I 
was very happy to chair a 
stakeholder round table dis-
cussion for several hours to 
talk about what we are doing 
here in Alberta.  The conver-
sations were straight for-
ward, and I found that when 
the German delegates had a 
chance to meet with us di-
rectly, in our own backyard, 
they had a different perspec-
tive.  It really opened doors, 
conversations, and led to an 
appreciation that although 
we have differing approach-
es, we are looking to solve 
common problems.  It was 
also very encouraging to 
hear firsthand from a num-
ber of German 

Continued on Page 23
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Continued from Page 22

corporations who also are 
wanting to make large long-
term investments in our 
province, because they too 
see the advantages we have 
to offer.  The outcomes will 
be an annual visit from the 
German delegation, and we 
will have quarterly working 
meetings to ensure we are 
engaged and look for op-
portunities for sub national 
agreements between Alberta 
and German States.

I know I have said it before, 
but it never can be under-
stated that when we tell our 
own story firsthand, that the 
results are simply amazing.  
People can see for them-
selves, that we are the real 
deal.  We have been vilified 
on several files for years, 
wrongly.  When we are open 
and honest, discussing some 
of our failings, our solutions, 
and our aspirations, it is ex-
tremely well received.  You 
can’t fake authenticity, and it 
shows, because people gen-
uinely want to work with us, 
they want to trade with us, 
they want closer ties with us. 
When I have USA senators 
sending me pictures of them 
wearing my ballcap out in 
their constituencies, it’s not 
staged, its out of friendship 
and respect.  When we have 
foreign dignitaries hang-
ing local artists paintings 
on their wall of their offices 
back home, it’s because they 
genuinely want a little piece 
of Alberta with them, and a 
view to remember us by.  My 
ask of you is to be you, to be 
genuine, and to be an am-
bassador for our province in 
your own right.  There are far 
too many that want to take a 
run at us for who we are and 
what we stand for, but I can 
tell you full well, the folks 
I’ve met, they want more Al-
berta in their lives, not less.

With that in mind, we are 

going to be modernizing, or 
updating the Alberta Bill of 
Rights.  Over the summer, 
consultations took place, 
and a task force led by our 
MLA out of Red Deer heard 
from many Albertans direct-
ly and stakeholders as to 
what they thought should be 
included in our Bill of Rights.  
If you have not seen the Pre-
mier’s update on this subject, 
I highly recommend it.  It is 

timely and topical, covering 
people’s freedoms of choice, 
property rights, and as well, 
firearms ownership.  The 
bill will be introduced in the 
house this fall, and we can’t 
go into any fulsome details 
until that happens, but I can 
tell you full well from what 
I’ve been able to see so far in 
regard to a policy, I am very 
proud of the work to date, 
and will be very happy to 

support this in the house.
I hope that you have a great 

week, sorry again for the gap 
in articles, and I hope to see 
you out and about before 
we head back into session.  
I want to hear what matters 
to you, so that when I am in 
there, giving speeches, de-
bating, and voting on laws 
that I can be as effective as 
possible as your MLA.
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Hall Rentals
Alberta Beach Agliplex, Susan 
780924-3545

Alberta Beach & District Seniors 
50+ Club. Air conditioning! 
Space Available! Val: 780-690-
1655 or Dianne: 780-217-8482

Anselmo Community Hall, 
Phone 780-786-4280

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Cherhill Community Assoc. Hall, 
Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 
780-785-2907

Glenreagh Community Hall, now 
with free wifi Bookings 
call 780-674-4995 Baukje 780-
674-1349 Darren

Goose Lake Hall, Contact Ellen 
780-584-2452

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-
9452

Hathersage Community Centre, 
Noreen at 786-2946

Lake Isle Community 
Hall, HWY 633 rr 55, 
lakeislefarmerassociation@
gmail.com, contact:780-725-2533

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 
Charlotte at 786-4659

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-2470.

Onoway Community Hall, 967-
4749.

Onoway Heritage Center - Gym/
Classrooms, 967-1015

Onoway Legion , 587-785-3080

Park Court Community Hall, 727-
4476

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Pioneer Cantre, Spruce Grove 
780-962-5020 or email.

Ravine Community Hall, Dawna 
@ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 
967-5710 or 967-3696

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-
7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 967-2873

Sangudo Community Hall, 780-
785-3221 or 780-785-2259

Stony Plain Seniors Drop in 
Centre hall available for rent. 
Capacity 125. Address 5018 51 Ave, 
Stony Plain. Phone 780-963-4707 
or email stonyplainseniors@
gmail.com for info. 

Stettin Nakumun Comm. Hall, 
967-9198

Wildwood Senior Citizens Hall - 
Bookings - Tammy 780-667-4841 
(text or phone)

Dog Caretaker
Alberta Beach & Surrounding 
Areas, thinking of a Seasonal 
Getaway? Worried about 
leaving your dog in a kennel? 
Don’t worry anymore, you can 
leave your pet with me! There 
is a wrap around deck and 
courtyard! I will provide tender 
loving care, with walks every 
day. Best of all, I’m cheaper 
than a kennel! Daily drop in’s 
or overnight stays welcome. If 
interested call 780-920-4166  

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch tv with 
Satellite.  Double beds, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with 
full kitchen available. Starting 
at $1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.

onowayinnandsuites.com

Collectables 
I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, AMMUNITION 
AND WWI & WWII 
COLLECTABLES. CALL JAY @ 
780-686-1350

Firewood
dried spruce logs for sale, 16-20 
ft long, pick up only, 780-983-
1495

Cleaning
Ceiling & Wall Cleaning  *Stipple 
& California Knock Down  
*Smoke and Odor Removal 
*Refresh your Ceilings!  
Don’t Paint!   
*Seinors Discount  Call nano 
clean    
780-914-0323

Services  

Stump Grinding for Hire - 
Alberta Beach & surrounding 
area. Call 780-779-3589

October 9, 2024

Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
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