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April 9, 2025
KEEPING SENIORS MOVING 

IN RURAL ALBERTA

THE CONSUMER CARBON TAX IS 
GONE: MINISTER NALLY

PROTECTING ALBERTA’S 
COMMUNITIES

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

Alberta’s government is in-
vesting $3.5 million to partner 
with Healthy Aging Alberta 
to expand transportation and 
mobility services for seniors in 
rural communities.

Whether for connecting with 
neighbours and the communi-
ty, going grocery shopping or a 

visit to the doctor, seniors liv-
ing in rural Alberta often rely 
on accessible transportation 
services to maintain their in-
dependence. According to Sta-
tistics Canada, transportation 
challenges are a key barrier to 
participation in social activi-
ties for seniors. Rural commu-
nities are vital to the province’s 
identity and success, and Al-
berta’s government is support-

ing their growth and prosperi-
ty by helping seniors age with 
dignity and respect in their 
own homes and communities.

“This investment will provide 
a lifeline for seniors and those 
with mobility issues by em-
powering them with the free-
dom to access essential ser-
vices and social outings. Our 
government is making 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta

Minister of Service Alber-
ta and Red Tape Reduction 
Dale Nally issued the fol-
lowing statement on the 

elimination of federal car-
bon taxes on fuel:  

“The time has come. After 
years of relentless pressure 
from our government, the 
federal conservatives and 
other provincial govern-

ments across Canada, the 
federal government has fi-
nally scrapped its punish-
ing consumer carbon tax 
that has wreaked havoc on 
Canadians’ personal

Continued on Page 3

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

Local fire services across the 
province will benefit from fire-
fighter training grants to help 
keep Albertans safe.

When Albertans need them 
the most, firefighters are al-
ways there for them. Whether 

it’s battling fires, clearing acci-
dent scenes or providing emer-
gency care, firefighters protect 
and preserve the safety of Al-
berta’s communities.

To bolster support for pro-
tecting and preserving the 
safety of the province’s com-
munities, Alberta’s government 
is investing more than $1 mil-

lion through the Fire Services 
Training Program Grant to 
support local fire services. This 
funding is being distributed to 
more than 65 municipalities, 
Metis Settlements and First 
Nations across the province.  

“Firefighters put their lives 
on the line to protect us, 

Continued on Page 5
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Keeping Seniors Moving In Rural 
Alberta

Continued from Page 1

sure seniors can remain ac-
tive and independent by in-
vesting in this program, help-
ing seniors age in the rural 
communities they call home.”

Jason Nixon, Minister of Se-
niors, Community and Social 
Services 

As part of a three-year part-
nership, Alberta’s government 
is investing $3.5 million so 
Healthy Aging Alberta can 
provide accessible and afford-
able transportation services 
for seniors and Albertans with 
mobility issues across 19 ru-
ral communities. This project 
helps more seniors and Alber-
tans with mobility issues ac-
cess services that are vital to 
their health and well-being.

“It is important to ensure all 
Albertans have access to safe 
and affordable transportation 
especially in rural areas where 

accessing transportation can 
be challenging. This program 
will help make it easier to run 
errands, connect with friends 
and family, and carry out ap-
pointments in our rural com-
munities.”

Devin Dreeshen, Minister of 
Transportation and Economic 
Corridors 

The Healthy Aging Alber-
ta provincial transportation 
project started with five com-
munities in 2023. From Octo-
ber 2023 to November 2024, 
nearly 7,200 rides were pro-
vided to seniors and persons 
with mobility challenges in ru-
ral communities through this 
program. The project is now 
being expanded to a total of 
19 communities, with Phase 2 
adding 14 additional commu-
nities throughout the province. 
Communities with a high per-
centage of low-income seniors 

were prioritized and success-
ful communities were chosen 
based on need and their read-
iness to implement or expand 
assisted transportation ser-
vices.

“Transportation is a lifeline 
for older adults, enabling old-
er Albertans not only to access 
essential services, but also 
to remain actively engaged 
as volunteers and caregivers 
— roles that form the founda-
tion of vibrant, interconnected 
communities. Healthy Aging 
Alberta and the United Way of 
Calgary celebrate the Govern-
ment of Alberta’s continued 
leadership and investment in 
this critical social infrastruc-
ture.”

Karen McDonald, provincial 
director and chair, Community 
Leadership Council, Healthy 
Aging Alberta 

Continued on Page 3
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Seniors and individuals with 
mobility issues in these com-
munities will now be able to 
rely on increased access to 
affordable transportation and 
mobility services delivered by 
local community organiza-
tions and partnerships. This 

includes more frequent trips 
being available, new routes 
for out-of-town services, ad-
ditional accessible vehicle 
options, and more. With this 
investment, Alberta’s govern-
ment is improving seniors’ 
quality of life by helping them 
age in place and remain inde-

pendent, addressing mobility 
challenges in rural communi-
ties and supporting caregivers 
across the province.

“The expansion of Healthy 
Aging Alberta’s provincial 
transportation project is a pos-
itive step in supporting seniors 
in rural Alberta. This invest-

ment will provide many se-
niors across the province with 
greater access to essential sup-
ports and services, which is an 
essential aspect of prosperous 
rural communities.”

Kara Westerlund, president, 
Rural Municipalities of Alberta

April 9, 2025

Keeping Seniors Moving In Rural Alberta

The Consumer Carbon Tax Is Gone: Minister Nally
Continued from Page 1

 finances.
“With the removal of this 

costly tax, Alberta drivers 
will save an average of $215 
per year at the pumps. Our 
government expects that 

retailers will pass these tax 
savings on to Albertans in 
full.

“We do not want the re-
moval of the federal gov-
ernment’s consumer carbon 
tax to be a phony tax, so we 

will continue to use every 
tool at our disposal to en-
sure Alberta drivers are not 
being gouged at the pumps.

“We will be monitoring 
and reviewing pump pric-
es for any wrongdoing, and 

take action if needed. Busi-
nesses found guilty of price 
gouging can be fined by the 
courts up to $300,000 or 
receive up to two years of 
jail time.”
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ONOWAY LEGION NEWS

Submitted by Onoway Legion

April 11- Cost $25- Ukrainian 
Easter Dinner Feast. On the menu 
borscht, chicken kyiv, perogies, 
cabbage rolls, sauerkraut/cole-
slaw, garlic dill rolls and nalysnyky 
(apple crepes) served with ice 
cream for dinner. Thank you to 
SANG for sponsoring our Veterans 
Table and dinner for this evening. 
For reservations contact 780-967-
5361 by Wed, Apr 9, 2025, Doors 

open at 4 pm: Dinner starts at 6 
pm. 

April 25-Cost $25- Italian Feast 
Fundraiser for OHS Class of 2025. 
Minestrone Soup, Italian garden 
salad, chicken parmigiana, fet-
tucine alfredo, baked penne with 
meat sauce & cheese, fresh Italian 
buns, gelato with fresh berries. 
There will be a silent auction, din-
ner music by OHS band and Ka-
raoke after dinner. Veterans Table 
sponsored by William Trefry. For 
reservations contact 780-967-5361 
by Wed, Apr 23, 2025, Doors open 
at 4 pm: Dinner starts at 6 pm. 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Random Doubles Pool Tourna-

ment- Saturday, April 12 registra-
tion from 8:30 to 9:15 play starts 
at 9:30. Cost $20 per player. Hot 
Lunch for $10. Open to everybody, 
member or not. 

Valour Coffee- Are you a Veteran, 
serving military or RCMP then why 
not join us for our Veterans Coffee. 
Our first coffee is scheduled for 
Sunday, Apr 13 from 1-3 pm. You 
don’t need to be a Legion Member 
to attend.

Club Activities:
Tuesday- Dart League Tuesday 

night. Cost $3 each week. Registra-
tion 7 pm. Play 7:30 pm.

Wednesday – Join us for Pub 
Night-Musical Jam and our meat 
draw.

Doors open 6:30 pm, jam starts 
at 7 pm.  We will now be hosting 
a meat draw every Wednesday, in 
conjunction with pub night. Tick-
ets will be 3 for $5.00. We will have 
four rounds with a fifth special all-
in round. Tickets will go on sale 
starting at 6:30 pm.

Thursday – Pool League Thurs-
day nights. Cost $5, 

Continued on Page 6
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Protecting Alberta’s Communities
Continued from Page 1

and we’re making sure they 
have the training they need to 
do their jobs safely and effec-
tively. Well-trained fire ser-
vices are essential to keeping 
our communities safe, and 
these grant investments will 
help firefighters respond with 
skill and confidence when Al-
bertans need them most.”

Ric McIver, Minister of Mu-
nicipal Affairs 

The first to respond in an 
emergency is often a commu-
nity’s local fire service, which 
makes it critical that local fire-
fighters receive training that 
is reflective of industry best 
standards and fits the needs of 
the communities they serve. 
The funding provided to mu-
nicipalities, First Nations and 

Metis Settlements across the 
province through the Fire Ser-
vices Training Program Grant 
will support them in deliver-
ing a wide range of training for 
their firefighters including ice 
water rescues, toxic material 
responses and so much more. 

“This investment in firefight-
er training is not only welcome 
– it’s essential. The Alberta Fire 
Chiefs Association is pleased 

to see the government’s com-
mitment to ensuring our fire-
fighters are prepared to meet 
the growing demands of emer-
gency response. These grants 
will directly support the safety 
and readiness of fire services 
across Alberta’s communities.”

Chief Randy Schroeder, pres-
ident, Alberta Fire Chiefs Asso-
ciation
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Three Arrested In Connection With Armed Robbery
Continued from Page 5

play begins at 7 pm so arrive ear-
ly.

Friday- Every second Friday is 
our new game night. Come out and 
play some classic games such as 

cribbage, euchre, darts, pool or join 
in some fantastic board games. 
Next GAME NIGHT is May 2, bar 
will be open at 5 pm, games begin 
at 7 p.m.

Did You Know? You Do not Have 
to Be a Legion Member to Join Our 

Activities!
You’re always welcome to come 

out and enjoy some great camara-
derie, have fun, and meet new peo-
ple—whether you are a member or 
not! We offer a variety of activities 
open to everyone in the commu-

nity.
If you are interested in becom-

ing a member, supporting our 
veterans, and giving back to the 
community, feel free to stop by the 
Legion for more information. We 
would love to have you join us!

ALBERTA IS READY FOR THE 2025 
WILDFIRE SEASON

Submitted by Government of Al-
berta

Budget 2025 builds on the prov-
ince’s commitment to prepare for, 

mitigate and respond to the im-
pacts of catastrophic wildfires.

Alberta has faced unprecedent-
ed wildfire challenges over the 
last two years, and as the province 

enters the 2025 wildfire season, 
Alberta’s government is focusing 
on a three-pronged approach to 
tackle the threat of catastrophic 
wildfires: prevention, mitigation 

and readiness to respond. With in-
creased wildfire activity in recent 
years, it is crucial that Alberta’s 
wildland firefighting teams and 
communities at risk are prepared 
for any challenge that may arise 
this season.

If Budget 2025 is passed, the 
province will invest a new his-
toric high of $160 million in base 
funding for wildfire personnel, 
equipment, training and contracts 
for aircraft, an additional night 
vision equipped helicopter, and 
heavy equipment. This investment 
is vital to ensure Alberta’s wild-
land firefighting teams have the 
equipment, training, and person-
nel needed to respond to wildfire 
threats and mitigate the impacts of 
catastrophic wildfires on Alberta’s 
communities.

“There is nothing more critical 
than protecting Albertans, our 
homes and our communities from 
the effects of wildfires. Alberta 
is home to some of the best fire-
fighting personnel in the world 
and through Budget 2025, we are 
making a major investment in our 
wildfire teams and communities, 
giving them the tools, training and 
support they need to prevent, mit-
igate and respond quickly to any 
challenge that may come up this 
wildfire season.”

Todd Loewen, Minister Forestry 
and Parks 

“We thank our Alberta Wildfire 
team and first responders for their 
ongoing dedication to keeping 
people safe. The Alberta Emergen-
cy Management Agency (AEMA) 
aims to strengthen the province’s 
emergency preparedness and re-
covery efforts, collaborating with 
communities to enhance resil-
ience and public safety. With a 
2025-26 budget increase of $10 
million for a total of $118 million, 
the AEMA will empower commu-
nities to turn challenges into op-
portunities for growth and safety.”

Mike Ellis, Minister of 
Continued on Page 7
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Alberta Is Ready For The 2025 Wildfire Season
Continued from Page 6

Public Safety and Emergency 
Services 

The Community Fireguard and 
FireSmart programs are critical to 
ensuring vulnerable communities 
in the Forest Protection Area have 
the tools needed to successfully 
mitigate the risks of wildfires. In 
addition to ongoing work on Fi-
reguard projects across the prov-
ince – including in the Bow Valley 
near Canmore, as well as Cypress 
Hills Provincial Park, Hinton, 
Whitecourt and Slave Lake, Bud-
get 2025 would allocate an addi-
tional $15 million over three years 
to continue supporting projects 
being administered by the Forest 
Improvement Association of Al-
berta (FRIAA.)

Alberta’s government would 
also allocate $10.8 million to en-
sure Albertans can easily access 
FireSmart resources to better pro-
tect their homes and properties.

“FRIAA is pleased to help sup-
port Alberta Forestry and Parks 
as the province enters the 2025 
wildfire season. We continue to 
strongly encourage all commu-
nities in Alberta that are exposed 

to risks of wildfire to participate 
in the Community Fireguard and 
FireSmart programs by develop-
ing plans and proposals to access 
funding. Wildfires pose a signifi-
cant risk to Alberta’s communities, 
and it’s great to see the province 
is making wildfire management a 
priority.”

Todd Nash, manager, Forest Im-
provement Association of Alberta 

“Alberta’s wildfire team remains 
fully prepared and is ready for the 
2025 wildfire season. Each year 
we improve our ability to meet 
the challenge ahead and the in-
vestments we make in people, re-
sources and new technology prove 
critical in our response efforts.”

Trevor Lamabe, executive direc-
tor, Wildfire Management Branch 

A key part of prevention efforts 
is stopping wildfires before they 
start. It is essential that every Al-
bertan understands their role in 
wildfire prevention – every action 
counts in protecting our commu-
nities and natural resources. Last 
year, the province saw a signifi-
cant decrease in human-caused 
wildfires. In 2024, there were 282 
wildfires caused by residential and 

recreational fires, down from 385 
in 2020, 395 in 2021, 399 in 2022, 
and 303 in 2023. This represents a 
nearly 30 per cent drop from the 
highest numbers Alberta saw in 
2022. It is more important than 
ever to continue building on that 
progress to further reduce the 
risk of future wildfires. As part of 
these efforts, Alberta’s govern-
ment is renewing its commitment 
to public awareness and education 
campaigns on safe practices, while 
also enforcing fire bans when nec-
essary.

“Wildfire is the hazard which 
poses the greatest risk to commu-
nities like Canmore. We are more 
prepared than we have ever been 
with work on the Bow Valley Com-
munity Fireguard ongoing, years 
of FireSmart work in the commu-
nity and ongoing efforts to ensure 
we have the emergency resourc-
es we need in place. The support 
from the Government of Alberta 
has been instrumental in helping 
us advance these initiatives.”

Sean Krausert, mayor, Town of 
Canmore 

“As a community surrounded 
by forests, fire hazard reduction 

and protection is a priority for 
the ongoing safety and security of 
our community.  With the ongoing 
support of the province, we are 
nearing completion of our internal 
community fireguard which will 
help break the path of a wildfire 
and keep it away from populated 
areas and vital infrastructure.”

Tom Pickard, mayor, Town of 
Whitecourt 

In 2025, Alberta Wildfire is also 
launching a pilot project using 
hoist-equipped helicopters. These 
helicopters will enable rapid de-
ployment of crews to remote, 
hard-to-reach areas and provide 
critical support for emergency 
evacuations if needed. One new 
helicopter is under contract and 
two specialized crews have been 
hired for this wildfire season. The 
results of this pilot will determine 
whether the program will be ex-
panded and continue into 2026.

Budget 2025 is meeting the chal-
lenge faced by Alberta with con-
tinued investments in education 
and health, lower taxes for fami-
lies and a focus on supporting the 
economy.
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HOME SAFETY CHECKS TO COMPLETE 
TODAY 

A new kitchen or a bath-
room remodeling job 
might be dream projects 
for many homeowners, 
but the right home im-
provement project at a 
given moment is not nec-
essarily the most glamor-
ous project. Sometimes 
safety upgrades around 
the house must take pre-
cedence over more pop-
ular projects.

Accidents or injuries can 
occur in any part of the 
home, but homeowners 
who take certain pre-
ventative measures can 
greatly reduce their injury 
risk. The security resource 
A Secure Life points out 
that more than 18,000 
Americans die every year 
from injuries that take 
place in the home. Unin-
tentional injuries account 
for millions of medical 
visits each year. Home in-
juries also are prevalent 
elsewhere in the world. 
In the United Kingdom, 
the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents 
reports that there are ap-
proximately 6,000 deaths 
every year that result 
from accidents at home.

Periodic inspections for 
potential hazards can 
keep everyone safe. The 
following are a handful of 
ways for homeowners to 
ensure their homes are 
as safe as possible.

•	 Check for sturdy 
handrails and prevent 
tripping hazards. Falls are 
one of the leading causes 
of home injuries. Falls can 
be a particular threat for 

youngsters and the elder-
ly. To help prevent falls, 
make sure that staircas-
es feature sturdy railings 
and that there is ample 
lighting in walkways. Re-

move obstructions from 
frequently used paths 
inside and outside the 
home. In addition, insert 
nonslip padding beneath 
runners or throw rugs.

•	 Check for frayed 
wires or faulty outlets. 
Address any electrical 
problems around the 
house, including frayed 

Continued on Page 10
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Home Safety Checks To Complete Today 

Continued from Page 9

wiring and faulty out-
lets. Sparks can lead to 
fires, and poor wiring 
may cause unforeseen 
problems behind walls. 
Repair or replace any 
loose or frayed wires on 
all electrical devices. Be 
sure that cords do not 
run under doorways or 
rugs. Replace outlets that 
are in disrepair and install 
ones with ground-fault 
current interruptors as 
an added precaution. If 
small children live in the 
home, use plastic safety 
covers over unused out-

lets.
•	 Practice window 

safety. Young children 
are curious and do not 
always recognize the in-
herent dangers around 
them. Children excited 
to see the great outdoors 
may climb up to peer out 
windows, and open win-
dows are falling hazards. 
Screens do not offer an 
adequate barrier against 
falls. Consider locking 
windows or use safety 
bars to guard against 
falls. Test to see how easi-
ly screens can be pushed 
out, replacing any that 

do not provide adequate 
resistance to curious 
youngsters’ hands.

•	 Check smoke 
and carbon monoxide 
detectors. Replace the 
batteries in smoke alarms 
and carbon monoxide 
detectors at least twice 
per year, and test them 
to make sure they’re in 
good working order at 
least once per month. The 
National Fire Protection 
Association recommends 
replacing hard-wired 
smoke alarms every 10 
years. Battery-operated 
alarms may need to be 

replaced even sooner. 
Many carbon monoxide 
detectors work for five to 
seven years. Check the 
back of alarms for a date 
stamp that indicates how 
old the product is and 
when it expires.

Safety checklists are an 
important part of home 
maintenance. A proactive 
approach can prevent 
both injuries and dam-
age to the home.
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HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT WINDOW 
TREATMENTS FOR YOUR HOME 

Plantation shutters? 
Mini-blinds? Cafe cur-
tains? Formal draperies? 
Homeowners’ options in 
regard to window treat-
ments for their homes 
are extensive, which can 
make outfitting home 
interiors challenging for 
novice decorators.

Some people do not pay 
a lot of attention to win-
dow treatments, failing 
to realize just how great 
an impact the right win-
dow treatments can have 
on a space. According 
to the design experts at 
Hunter Douglas, window 

treatments are often an 
afterthought because 
residents may not con-
sider them necessities. 
As a result, homeown-
ers may install whatev-
er is on hand or accept 
window treatments that 
came with a house or 
apartment. But ignoring 
window treatments, es-
pecially when they can 
fulfill certain needs, is a 
missed design opportu-
nity.

One of the first steps to 
choosing window treat-
ments is determining 
your end goal. Is privacy 

your main goal? Are you 
seeking more natural 
light in a room? Is there 
too much light and you 
need to darken the room? 
Window treatments can 
serve multiple functions, 
and some treatments 
may make better fits de-
pending on homeown-
ers’ ultimate goals.

Semi-sheer window 
treatments

Semi-sheer window 
treatments are often fab-
ric and can help brighten 
rooms with natural light 
but offer little privacy. 
They’re usually appropri-

ate for spaces where peo-
ple gather, such as living 
rooms, dens or dining 
rooms. Semi-sheer cur-
tains may be paired with 
another complementa-
ry window treatment so 
privacy can be custom-
ized as needed. For ex-
ample, sheer curtains let 
light into a bedroom, but 
shades can be drawn at 
night.

Maximum privacy
Bedrooms, work spaces 

or bathrooms can benefit 
from extra privacy. While 
some people may 

Continued on Page 12
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How To Choose The Right Window 
Treatments For Your Home 
Continued from Page 11

think that privacy comes 
at the cost of light, that’s 
not always the case.

Functional curtain pan-
els can be drawn closed 
when privacy is desired 
and then opened to let in 
light. The thickness of the 
fabric will also dictate the 
amount of privacy the 
panels create.

Tiers are hung on a short 
rod-pocket panel and 
usually cover the lower 
one-third of a window. 
They’re popular choices 
to let light in from the 
top, but obscure views 

from the bottom portion 
of the window.

Cellular shades are an-
other option that provide 
privacy but still let light 
in. Cellular shades come 
in hard and fabric variet-
ies and their use depends 
on the room. Many cellu-
lar shades are construct-
ed with a honeycomb 
design, offers the design 
resource Houzz, so they 
can insulate as well as 
decorate windows.

Blackout shades/shut-
ters

Perfect for rooms where 
babies nap, shift work-

ers rest during daylight 
hours or external lights, 
such as that from a street 
lamp, need to be blocked 
out, blackout shades do 
just what their name im-
plies. A dense fabric lin-
ing helps keep light out 
entirely.

Shutters also can block 
out light but add to the 
character of the room. 
They can be painted a 
bright color to make a 
statement or match wall 
colors to blend in seam-
lessly.

When selecting window 
treatments, shoppers 

can choose retail options 
or custom treatments. 
Many designers recom-
mend custom window 
treatments because they 
are measured, manu-
facturered and installed 
specifically for home-
owners’ windows. How-
ever, there are many DIY 
options available at bud-
get-friendly retailers.
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HOW TO CLEAR A CLOGGED 
DRAIN 

Home plumbing systems 
are designed to handle 
heavy usage. When ev-
erything is working as it 
should, toilets flush, show-
ers drain properly, and sink 
basins empty of water in 
a snap. But when a clog is 
present in a system, water 
can quickly back up.

There are various tech-
niques to clear clogged 
drains. Minor clogs may 
be cleared without the 
help of a plumber or even 
any tools. More significant 
blockages will require more 
elbow grease.

The first step to clearing 
a clog is to locate the prob-
lem. Drainage issues that 

affect a particular sink or 
toilet may be isolated to 
that fixture. Clogs that are 
present throughout the 
house may be indicative 
of a larger problem in the 
plumbing that is directing 
waste away from the house 
and into the sewer system.

Sometimes a clog can be 
freed by pouring boiling 
hot water or a combina-
tion of baking soda and 
vinegar down the drain. 
If that doesn’t help, move 
on to a plunger, advise the 
experts at This Old House. 
By creating pressure with-
in the pipes, a plunger can 
dislodge whatever is caus-
ing the backup. If the clog 

seems to be further down 
the drain, hair or grime 
may have become trapped. 
An auger, often referred to 
as a “plumber’s snake,” can 
be inserted into the drain to 
remove the grime and free 
up the water flow. Home-
owners without access to 
an auger can try to fish the 
clog out of the drain with a 
wire hanger.

If clogs cannot be alleviat-
ed, drain traps may need to 
be accessed. Those who do 
not know their way around 
pipes and wrenches should 
hire a professional.
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ENHANCED SUPPORT FOR LOCAL FIRE SERVICES
Submitted by Government of 

Alberta

Strengthened local fire services 
with more support for training, 
response planning and greater 
collaboration will help keep Al-
bertans and their communities 
safe.

Emergency situations bring an 
uncertainty that can leave the ef-
fect of stress and anxiety for many 
Albertans and their communities. 
Alberta’s local fire services hold 
a leading role in ensuring that 
Albertans and communities can 
navigate and make it through the 
uncertain times of an emergency 
through quick response and edu-
cation around fire safety and pre-
vention. 

To further support municipali-
ties in strengthening public safety 
during emergency situations, Al-
berta’s government is providing 
$585,000 to support municipal 
fire services and the Alberta Fire 
Chiefs Association (AFCA). In ad-
dition, Alberta’s government will 
establish a committee to strength-
en ties between the provincial 
government, local governments 

and fire services to bolster public 
safety.

“We are committed to public 
safety and improving how we 
support our brave and dedicated 
fire services. We appreciate the 
valuable feedback we received 
during our fire service review 
and look forward to the ongoing 
dialogue and collaboration we’ll 
achieve through the Provincial 
Fire Liaison Committee.”

Ric McIver, Minister of Munici-
pal Affairs 

Municipalities and their local 
fire services are often the first 
line of defence for an emergency, 
which makes it essential that fire-
fighters receive training reflective 
of industry best standards. To 
ensure firefighters have access 
to the best training, Alberta’s gov-
ernment is providing a one-time 
increase of $500,000 for the Fire 
Services Training Program, bring-
ing total funding to $1 million 
for training grants this year. This 
funding is available to all munic-
ipalities, Metis Settlements, and 
First Nations communities in Al-
berta and will prepare firefighters 
with the knowledge and skills they 

need to navigate emergency situ-
ations.

“We appreciate the Govern-
ment of Alberta’s commitment to 
strengthening local fire services. 
This investment will help ensure 
the safety of our residents, first 
responders, and communities. 
Together, we will build a stronger 
emergency response network to 
protect Albertans when they need 
it most.”

Bob Marshall, reeve, County of 
Grande Prairie 

In addition to the funding avail-
able to municipalities, $85,000 
will be provided to the AFCA to 
enhance their core competency 
tool, which municipalities can use 
to conduct risk assessments, de-
velop appropriate fire service re-
sponse plans and determine train-
ing needs. This new grant builds 
upon the Alberta government’s 
previous grant of $200,000 
that was provided in 2024 to the 
AFCA to strengthen provincial 
fire reporting. Together, the core 
competency tool updates and 
improvements made to reporting 
will put municipal leaders in a 
better position to make well-in-

formed decisions about local fire 
services and protection strategies 
for their communities.

“The government support pro-
vided here today to our munici-
palities will play a crucial role in 
enhancing the skills and training 
of Alberta firefighters, ultimately 
leading to safer communities and 
continuously enhancing emer-
gency response.”

Chief Randy Schroeder, presi-
dent, Alberta Fire Chiefs Associ-
ation 

To further support the role 
of municipal fire services in 
strengthening public safety, a 
provincial fire liaison committee 
that will be made up of municipal, 
First Nations, Métis and fire ser-
vice representatives is also under 
development. The diversity of the 
representatives on the committee 
will ensure that a variety of demo-
graphics, community sizes, skill 
sets and fire department struc-
tures are considered as part of its 
work. The committee is anticipat-
ed to be in place later this year.
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EXPANDING URGENT CARE ACROSS ALBERTA
Submitted by Government of Al-

berta

If passed, Budget 2025 includes 
$17 million in planning funds to 
support the development of urgent 
care facilities across the province. 

As Alberta’s population grows, 
so does the demand for health 
care. In response, the government 
is making significant investments 
to ensure every Albertan has ac-
cess to high-quality care close to 
home. Currently, more than 35 per 
cent of emergency department 
visits are for non-life-threatening 
conditions that could be treated at 
urgent care centres. By expanding 
these centres, Alberta’s govern-
ment is enhancing the health care 
system and improving access to 
timely care.

If passed, Budget 2025 includes 
$15 million to support plans for 
eight new urgent care centres and 
an additional $2 million in plan-
ning funds for an integrated pri-
mary and urgent care facility in 
Airdrie. These investments will 
help redirect up to 200,000 low-
er-acuity emergency department 
visits annually, freeing up capacity 
for life-threatening cases, reducing 
wait times and improving access to 
care for Albertans.

“Our team at Infrastructure is 
fully committed to leading the 
important task of planning these 
eight new urgent care facilities 
across the province. Investments 
into facilities like these help 
strengthen our communities by 
alleviating strains on emergency 
departments and enhance access 
to care. I am looking forward to the 
important work ahead.”

Martin Long, Minister of Infra-
structure 

The locations for the eight new 
urgent care centres were selected 
based on current and projected in-
creases in demand for lower-acui-
ty care at emergency departments. 
The new facilities will be in west 
Edmonton, south Edmonton, 
Westview (Stony Plain/Spruce 
Grove), east Calgary, Lethbridge, 
Medicine Hat, Cold Lake and Fort 
McMurray.

“Too many Albertans, especially 
those living in rural communities, 
are travelling significant distances 
to receive care. Advancing plans 
for new urgent care centres will 
build capacity across the health 
care system.”

Justin Wright, parliamentary 
secretary for rural health (south) 

“Additional urgent care centres 
across Alberta will give Albertans 
more options for accessing the 
right level of care when it’s needed. 
This is a necessary and substantial 
investment that will eventually 
ease some of the pressures on our 
emergency departments.”

Dr. Chris Eagle, chief executive 
officer, Acute Care Alberta 

The remaining $2 million will 
support planning for One Health 
Airdrie’s integrated primary and 
urgent care facility. The operating 
model, approved last fall, will see 
One Health Airdrie as the primary 
care operator, while urgent care 

services will be publicly funded 
and operated by a provider select-
ed through a competitive process.

“Our new Airdrie facility, offer-
ing integrated primary and urgent 
care, will provide same-day access 
to approximately 30,000 primary 
care patients and increase urgent 
care capacity by around 200 per 
cent, benefiting the entire commu-
nity and surrounding areas. We are 
very excited.”

Dr. Julian Kyne, physician, One 
Health Airdrie 

Alberta’s government will con-
tinue to make smart, strategic in-
vestments in health facilities to 

support the delivery of publicly 
funded health programs and ser-
vices to ensure Albertans have 
access to the care they need, when 
and where they need it. 

Budget 2025 is meeting the chal-
lenge faced by Alberta with contin-
ued investments in education and 
health, lower taxes for families and 
a focus on the economy.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Alberta Beach Agliplex, Susan 
780924-3545

Alberta Beach & District Seniors 
50+ Club. Air conditioning! 
Space Available! Val: 780-690-
1655 or Dianne: 780-217-8482

Anselmo Community Hall, 
Phone 780-786-4280

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Cherhill Community Assoc. Hall, 
Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 
780-785-2907

Glenreagh Community Hall, now 
with free wifi	 Bookings 
call 780-674-4995 Baukje 780-
674-1349 Darren

Goose Lake Hall, Contact Ellen 
780-584-2452

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-
9452

Hathersage Community 
Centre, Noreen at 786-2946

Lake Isle Community 
Hall, HWY 633 rr 55, 
lakeislefarmerassociation@
gmail.com, 

contact:780-725-2533
Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 
Charlotte at 786-4659

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-2470.

Onoway Community Hall, 967-
4749.

Onoway Heritage Center - Gym/
Classrooms, 967-1015

Onoway Legion , 780-973-5361

Park Court Community Hall, 727-
4476

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Pioneer Cantre, Spruce Grove 
780-962-5020 or email.

Ravine Community Hall, Dawna 
@ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 
967-5710 or 967-3696

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-
7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 967-2873

Sangudo Community Hall, 780-
785-3221 or 780-785-2259

Stony Plain Seniors Drop in 
Centre hall available for rent. 
Capacity 125. Address 5018 51 Ave, 
Stony Plain. Phone 780-963-4707 

or email stonyplainseniors@
gmail.com for info. 

Stettin Nakumun Comm. Hall, 
967-9198

Wildwood Senior Citizens Hall - 
Bookings - Tammy 780-667-4841 
(text or phone)

Dog Caretaker
Alberta Beach & Surrounding 
Areas, thinking of a Seasonal 
Getaway? Worried about 
leaving your dog in a kennel? 
Don’t worry anymore, you can 
leave your pet with me! There 
is a wrap around deck and 
courtyard! I will provide tender 
loving care, with walks every 
day. Best of all, I’m cheaper 
than a kennel! Daily drop in’s 
or overnight stays welcome. If 
interested call 780-920-4166  

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch tv with 
Satellite.  Double beds, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with 
full kitchen available. Starting 
at $1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

For Sale
Firewood for sale		
Seasoned Split Firewood	
Birch Tamerack Spruce/Pine 
and Poplar 1/2 Cord and Full 
Cords Pickup/Delivery 780-951-
1076

RV/cabins lots for sale, near lesser 
slave lake, salessunsetpark.ca, 
call 780-940-6428

Pasture 
2025, cow/calf pairs, fenced and 
water required 80 - 320 acres 
plus, 780-916-2333

Collectables 
I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, AMMUNITION 
AND WWI & WWII 
COLLECTABLES. CALL JAY @ 
780-686-1350

Services  

Stump Grinding for Hire - 
Alberta Beach & surrounding 
area. Call 780-779-3589
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