
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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WHITECOURT RCMP SEEKS 
ASSISTANCE IN IDENTIFYING 
ARMED ROBBERY SUSPECT

CONFIRMED CASE OF 
MEASLES PROMPTS PUBLIC 

ALERT TO POTENTIAL 
EXPOSURES

SKATE NORTH 2026

Submitted by Whitecourt 

RCMP

On Jan. 29, 2026, just be-
fore 11 p.m., an armed sus-
pect entered the Ritz Café 
and Motor Inn in White-
court. The suspect pointed 
a firearm at the employee 
as he went to the safe. He 

left the business with a cash 
box containing money. 

The suspect was wearing 
black runners, a black jack-
et, grey sweatpants, and a 
grey face covering with the 
eyes cut out.

Submitted by AHS
 
The Public Health Division in 

the Department of Primary and 
Preventative Health Services 
has been notified of a person 
with confirmed measles in the 
Edmonton Zone who has been 
in a public setting while infec-

tious. Additional locations may 
be released if necessary.

Individuals who were in the 
following locations during the 
specified dates and times may 
have been exposed to measles:

Location: 
Tri Wellness MD Centre (Suite 

100, 7 Tri Leisure Way, Spruce 

Grove)
Exposure time period: 
February 2: Approx. 10:45 a.m. 

- 2 p.m. (MST)  
Location: 
Mint Pharmacy: Tri Wellness 

(#104 7 Tri Leisure Way, Spruce 
Grove)

Continued on Page 2

Submitted 

For nearly a quarter cen-
tury, Bob Walker has been 
quietly changing lives 
through Skate North, a vol-
unteer-run program that 
proves how far compassion 

can travel. The idea was 
sparked in 2001 during a 
visit to Tsiigehtchic, North-
west Territories, when Bob 
learned that many northern 
children simply couldn’t af-
ford hockey or 

Continued on Page 3
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Confirmed Case Of Measles Prompts 
Public Alert To Potential Exposures
Continued from Page 1

Exposure time period: 
February 2: Approx. 10:45 a.m. 

- 2 p.m. (MST)  
Anyone who attended these 

locations at these times, who 
was born in or after 1970 and 
has fewer than two document-
ed doses of measles-containing 
vaccine or has never had mea-
sles disease, may be at risk for 
developing measles and may 

be asked to take additional 
precautions if presenting to a 
healthcare facility. They should 
monitor for symptoms of mea-
sles and are strongly encour-
aged to review their immuniza-
tion records. 

Measles is an extremely con-
tagious disease and the virus 
spreads easily through the air. 
Symptoms of measles include:

•Fever of 38.3° C or higher; 

and
•Cough, runny nose and/or 

red eyes; and
•A rash that appears 3 to 7 

days after fever starts, usual-
ly beginning behind the ears 
and on the face and spreading 
down to the body and then to 
the arms and legs. The rash ap-
pears red and blotchy on light-
er skin colours. On darker skin 
colours, it can appear purple or 
darker than the skin around it, 
or it might be hard to see.

Complications of measles can 
include ear infections, pneu-
monia, inflammation of the 
brain, premature delivery, and 
rarely death. Persons who are 
pregnant, less than 5 years of 
age, or have weakened immune 
systems are at greatest risk of 
serious complications.

February 11, 2026 



CommunityVOICE     Page 3February 11, 2026 

Skate North 2026

Continued from Page 1

skating equipment. De-
termined to help, he creat-
ed Skate North, which now 
collects and delivers donat-
ed gear every February—
chosen intentionally during 
Heart Month, because, as 
Bob says, “it’s an affair of 
the heart.” Donations are 
gathered from across Lac 
Ste. Anne County, with 
drop-off locations at thrift 
stores in Whitecourt, May-
erthorpe, and Onoway, in-
cluding Repeat Boutique, 
ECHOS Thrift Store, and the 
Onoway Thrift Shop. From 
there, Whitecourt Trans-
port and Air North gener-
ously carry the equipment 
north to Arctic commu-
nities, placing skates and 
sticks into eager hands. 
Now in its 24th year, Skate 

North is about more than 
hockey—it’s about inclu-
sion, confidence, and giving 
children the chance to play 
and thrive. For those able 
to help, even a single piece 
of equipment can make a 
lasting difference. To learn 
more or get involved, con-
tact Bob Walker at 780-721-
7443.

One donation. One child. 
One incredible difference.
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COUNTY URGES FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT TO RECONSIDER 

CLOSURE OF LACOMBE RESEARCH 
AND DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

Submitted by Lac Ste Anne 
County

Lac Ste. Anne County is calling 
on the federal government to re-
consider the planned closure of 
the Lacombe Research and De-
velopment Centre, citing serious 
concerns about the regional and 
long-term impacts on agricultural 
research, innovation, and produc-
er support across rural Alberta and 
the broader Canadian agricultural 
sector.

Agriculture and Agri-Food Can-
ada recently confirmed plans to 
shut down the Lacombe Centre a 
historic agricultural research sta-
tion, as part of broader efforts to 
reduce the size of the federal pub-
lic service, affecting research facil-
ities and several satellite research 
farms. Notices to affected employ-
ees—more than 1,000 across all 
sites—were issued in late January 
as part of the workforce reduction 
initiative.

“For more than a century, this 
research station has been a cor-
nerstone of agricultural advance-
ment in Western Canada,” said Lac 
Ste. Anne County Reeve, Jurgen 
Preugschas. “Once this facility’s 
specialized land, long-term trials, 
and institutional knowledge are 
lost, they cannot be replaced.”

The closure is expected to have 
significant ramifications for ad-
vancing agricultural innovation 
and scientific knowledge, eroding 
Canada’s research capacity at a 
time when producers face increas-
ing climate, economic, and market 
pressures.

Loss of Long-Term Research Ca-
pacity

Agricultural research sites like 
Lacombe generate decades of 
continuous data crucial to food 
security, climate resilience, and in-
novation. The interruption of these 
programs undermines decades of 
scientific progress. Of particular 
concern is the diminishing avail-
ability of independent, publicly 
funded research. For decades, the 
Lacombe Centre has delivered 
science-based information free 
from commercial influence, sup-
porting informed decision-mak-
ing on meat production, crop and 

livestock management, emerging 
technologies, and long-term sus-
tainability.

The County is concerned that as 
federal, arm’s length research ca-
pacity declines, producers across 
rural Alberta will have fewer trust-
ed sources of unbiased informa-
tion—a gap that cannot be readily 
filled by private industry or short-
term project funding.

Call for Federal Reconsideration
Lac Ste. Anne County is urging 

the Government of Canada to:
    Pause the closure decision im-

mediately to allow for a full assess-
ment of regional and sector-wide 
impacts;

    Engage in meaningful con-
sultation with local governments, 
producer groups, and agricultural 
stakeholders, and;

    Explore alternative approaches 
that preserve Canada’s long-term 
agricultural research capacity.

“The value of this institution ex-
tends far beyond its physical foot-
print,” added Reeve Preugschas. “It 
is essential to safeguarding Cana-
dian agricultural competitiveness 
and innovation.”
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COUNTY SEEKS PUBLIC MEMBERS 
FOR: THE MUNICIPAL PLANNING 

COMMISSION & SUBDIVISION AND 
DEVELOPMENT APPEAL BOARD

IS IT TIME FOR YOUR MAMMOGRAM?

WHITECOURT TOWN COUNCIL UPDATE

Submitted by Lac Ste Anne 
County

Help guide local land use, 
planning, and development 
decisions! The County is 
looking for public members 
to strengthen its Munici-
pal Planning Commission 
(MPC) and Subdivision and 
Development Appeal Board 
(SDAB).

The MPC is a collective 
that provides recommenda-
tions and decisions on land 
use, planning, development, 
and subdivision issues and 
applications referred to it 
by the development author-
ity.

The SDAB is an indepen-
dent quasi-judicial body 
appointed by County Coun-
cil to hear appeals from 

those who have been affect-
ed by a decision of the local 
development or subdivision 
authority.

MPC Meetings are typical-
ly held on the first Wednes-
day of each month.

SDAB Hearings are held 
on an as-needed basis.

Interested parties are in-
vited to email a cover let-
ter and resume to csuter@

LSAC.ca. In your cover 
letter, please outline your 
expression of interest and 
include any relevant expe-
rience.

Please note: Due to con-
flict of interest, members 
cannot belong to both the 
MPC and SDAB.

Submitted by AHS

Screen Test is coming to 
Whitecourt February 20 to 
March 4, 2026

Screen Test is a free ser-
vice provided by Prima-
ry Care Alberta that offers 
screening mammograms. 
Our mobile screening units 
travel to 120 communities 
throughout Alberta to pro-
vide convenient access to 
breast cancer screening.

Having regular screening 
mammograms is the best 
way to find breast cancer 
early, before symptoms ap-
pear and when treatment 

may work better.
Who should have a 

screening mammogram?
If you’re 45 to 74, you 

don’t need a referral to 
have a mammogram. Make 
screening part of your reg-
ular health routine. Plan to 
have a mammogram every 
2 years or as decided by you 
and your healthcare pro-
vider. 

If you’re 40 to 44 or over 
75, discuss the risks and 
benefits of screening with 
your healthcare provider. 
You will need a referral if 
you’re 40 to 44 and it’s your 
first mammogram, or if 

you’re over 75.
Call toll-free to book an 

appointment: 1-800-667-
0604 

Breast density scores 
are now included in your 
Screen Test result letter

Breast density is the 
amount of dense tissue 
compared to the amount of 
fat in a person’s breasts. It 
can be harder to find cancer 
in dense breasts because 
this tissue appears white on 
a mammogram, the same 
colour as many kinds of 
breast cancer. It’s common 
to have dense breast tissue.

Dense breasts are only 

one of many risk factors for 
breast cancer. Other fac-
tors, such as age and genet-
ics, have a bigger impact on 
your overall risk. You can’t 
tell how dense your breasts 
are by size, look or feel. The 
only way to find out is by 
having a mammogram.  

Talk to your healthcare 
provider about your breast 
density score and your per-
sonal risk of breast cancer. 

For more information on 
Screen Test and breast can-
cer screening, visit screen-
ingforlife.ca/breast

Submitted by Town of 
Whitecourt

Whitecourt Transit will 
launch a new Express Route 
starting this summer. The 
new Express Route will pro-
vide direct connections to 
public transit’s most popular 
destinations, and will result 
in shorter wait times at stops, 
less time on the bus, and fast-
er trips to select destinations 
for transit riders. Further de-
tails on the new service will 
be advertised in the summer.

The Whitecourt Trailblazers 
Snowmobile Club is hosting 
its Annual Family Snowmo-
bile Rally on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 14. Whitecourt will be 
hosting Checkpoint #2 at the 
Westward Community Cen-
tre. Join the rally and see why 
Whitecourt is the Snowmo-
bile Capital of Alberta! Details 
on the event can be found at 
www.whitecourttrailblazers.
ca.

Whitecourt Town Council 
has approved the following 
purchases:

• A topdresser (used to sup-
port parks maintenance by 
applying sand and materials 
to turf surfaces) for $27,841 
plus GST.

• A snow blower (loader 
mounted to support winter 
road and snow removal oper-
ations) for $275,790 plus GST.

• A haul-all hook lift and gar-
bage body (to replace existing 
body and hook lift currently 
on a unit) for $173,293.76 plus 
GST.

The Town of Whitecourt will 
be participating in the 2026 

Whitecourt Trade Fair. Host-
ed by the Whitecourt & Dis-
trict Chamber of Commerce, 
the event will be held May 
23 and 24, 2026 at JDA Place. 
Watch for details on the event 
on www.whitecourtchamber.
com.

As part of the orientation 
process, members of Coun-
cil have been authorized to 
attend professional develop-
ment courses offered by the 
Elected Officials Education 
Program.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Alberta Beach 
Agliplex, 
abagsociety@
gmail.com

Alberta Beach & 
District Seniors 
50+ Club. Air 
conditioning! Space 
Available! Val: 780-
690-1655 or Dianne: 
780-217-8482

Anselmo 
Community Hall, 
Phone 780-786-
4280

Barrhead Royal 
Canadian Legion: 
Janet @ 403-938-
0012

Bright Bank Hall, 
780-968-6813

Cherhill Community 
Assoc. Hall, Kevin 
780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial 
Hall, 780-892-3099

Darwell Seniors, 
Phone Debra 780-
785-2907

Glenreagh 
Community Hall, 
now with free wifi	
Bookings call 780-
674-4995 Baukje 
780-674-1349 
Darren

Goose Lake Hall, 
Contact Ellen 780-
584-2452

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 
780-951-9452

Hathersage 
Community Centre, 
Noreen at 786-2946

Magnolia Hall, 727-
2015

Manley Goodwill 
Community Hall, 

780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond 

Centre, Charlotte at 786-
4659

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-
2470.

February 11, 2026 
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Onoway Community Hall, 
780-967-5338

Onoway Heritage Center - 
Gym/Classrooms, 967-1015

Onoway Legion , 780-973-
5361

Park Court Community 
Hall, 727-4476

Parkland Village 
Community Centre, 780-
298-9155 @PVCCentre

Pioneer Cantre, Spruce 
Grove 780-962-5020 or 
email.

Ravine Community Hall, 
Dawna @ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community 
Hall, 967-5710 or 967-3696

Rosenthal Community 
Hall, 963-7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 
967-2873

Sangudo Community 
Hall, 780-785-3221 or 780-
785-2259

Stony Plain Seniors Drop 
in Centre hall available for 
rent. Capacity 125. Address 
5018 51 Ave, Stony Plain. 

Phone 780-963-4707 or 
email stonyplainseniors@
gmail.com for info. 

Stettin Nakumun Comm. 
Hall, 967-9198

Wildwood Senior Citizens 
Hall - Bookings - Tammy 
780-667-4841 (text or 
phone)

For Rent

Completely renovated 
Motel in Onoway, AB. 
offering daily, weekly 
or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch 
tv with Satellite.  Double 
beds, furnished bachelors 
with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms 
with full kitchen available. 
Starting at $1050 + tax. 
Please call for viewing, 
780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

Seniors only! 2 bdroom 
Mobile home on acreage 
in town limits of Stony 
Plain. $1500 per month 
includes Utilities. Phone 

Gord @ 780-913-2430

For Sale

Firewood for sale		
Seasoned Split Firewood	
Birch Tamerack Spruce/
Pine and Poplar 1/2 Cord 
and Full Cords Pickup/
Delivery 780-951-1076

Wanted
Pasture for rent. Must have 
water and befenced. 80 to 
360 acres. 780-916-2333

Collectables 

I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, 
AMMUNITION AND WWI 
& WWII COLLECTABLES. 
CALL JAY @ 780-686-
1350
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