
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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WHITECOURT’S NEWEST 
EVENT FACILITY OFFICIALLY 

NAMED THE CANFOR 
CULTURE & EVENTS CENTRE

HAPPENINGS AT THE RICH VALLEY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR MARCH

Submitted by Town of 
Whitecourt

The Town of White-
court and Canadian Forest 
Products Ltd. (Canfor) are 

pleased to announce that 
Whitecourt’s newest event 
facility will be named the 
Canfor Culture & Events 
Centre.

“Located in the heart of 
downtown Whitecourt, the 
Canfor Culture & Events 

Centre will serve our re-
gion and off er spaces to 
host conferences, trade 
shows, events, concerts, 
festivals and ceremonies,” 

said Whitecourt Mayor Ray 
Hits. “The new facility will 
increase service and pro-
gram opportunities to those 
living in our community, 
provide space for people of 
all ages to gather, stimulate 
downtown vitalization, and 
help to grow Whitecourt as 
a tourist destination.”

“Canfor is a global leader 
in low-carbon forest 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Rich Valley 
Public Library

March is here and spring 
is around the corner.  Bring 
your little ones for Parents 
and Tots every Wednesday 
at 9:30am, coffee/tea for 
adults and snacks for the 

kids. Stay for Storytime and 
crafts.   Yoga is every Tues-
day at 11am in the program 
room.  March 14 we are do-
ing a Laughter Yoga, elim-
inate stress and learn to 
relax.  Starting @ 1pm, cost 
is $20.00    For all classes 
you can register by phone 

780-967-3525 or email rv-
publib@yrl.ab.ca.  We now 
accept e-transfers for pay-
ments.   Watch for all our 
events on our website or 
Facebook.   Stop in and see 
what we have to offer and 
get to know the girls at the 
desk.
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Whitecourt’s Newest Event Facility 
Officially Named The Canfor Culture & 
Events Centre
Continued from Page 1

products, and through our 
Good Things Come From 
Trees Foundation, we’re 
proud to support the com-
munities where we oper-
ate,” said Tom Thompson, 
Canfor’s General Manager, 
Alberta Region. “Our con-

tribution to Whitecourt’s 
new Culture & Events Cen-
tre reflects our commitment 
to the town’s growth and vi-
brant community, and our 
appreciation for the strong 
partnership and support 
we’ve received in White-
court.”

“This is an exciting mile-

stone for the facility, and 
I’m pleased to be part of 
the announcement,” added 
Mayor Hilts. “Canfor has a 
significant presence in our 
community, and this invest-
ment demonstrates their 
commitment to our region 
and projects that strength-
en community connection 
and growth.”

Construction on the Can-
for Culture & Events Centre 
commenced in the summer 
of 2024, and the facility will 
open this fall. The Centre in-
cludes an arts, culture and 
convention centre (theatre), 
library, and Town adminis-
tration office. The theatre 
portion of the facility will 
allow people of all ages to 
develop their skills and tal-
ents in the areas of 

Continued on Page 3
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PARKLAND RCMP CRIME REDUCTION 
UNIT SEIZES ILLEGAL TOBACCO AT 

LOCAL RETAILER
Submitted by Parkland 

RCMP

On Feb. 13, 2026, Park-
land RCMP Crime Re-
duction Unit executed 
a search warrant at a 
convenience store locat-
ed in Spruce Grove after 
investigating the sale of 
contraband tobacco. 

RCMP received infor-
mation that contraband 
cigarettes were being 
sold at the store. Investi-
gation corroborated the 
information, and as a re-
sult a search warrant was 
obtained. Police seized 
numerous packages of 
contraband cigarettes 

and contraband vape 
products. 

A 39-year-old male res-
ident of Edmonton, Al-
berta, is being charged 
under the Federal Excise 
Act. 

“The illicit tobacco 
trade is often linked to 
organized crime,” says 
Sergeant Collin Kuca of 
the Parkland RCMP. “It 
concerns met that these 
illicit products become 
more accessible to mi-
nors and the Crime Re-
duction Unit will target 
this activity accordingly.”

Continued from Page 2

performing arts and in-
crease the community’s ca-
pacity to host a variety of 
cultural and social events. 
The new library will provide 
enhanced opportunities to 
connect and learn.

Bookings are already be-
ing made at the Canfor Cul-

ture & Events Centre, and 
the first major event, sched-
uled for October 2026, will 
be announced soon!

“Pumpjack Players has 
been waiting for almost 20 
years for a new perform-
ing arts facility, so you can 
imagine how excited we all

are,” added Brigette 
Moore, Treasurer of the 

Pumpjack Players – White-
court Drama Society. “There 
is also a large growing inter-
est – particularly with youth 
– who want to perform or 
be a part of theatre produc-
tions. This new centre will 
have the latest theatre tech-
nology which will open so 
many doors for the types of 
productions we can do. We 

can’t wait to perform our 
first production in the new 
performing arts centre!”

For more information on 
the Canfor Culture & Events 
Centre, visit the Whitecourt 
website or follow the Cul-
ture & Events Centre on 
Facebook and Instagram.

March 4, 2026

Whitecourt’s Newest Event Facility Officially 
Named The Canfor Culture & Events Centre
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PARKLAND RCMP LAY CHARGES 
AS PART OF ONGOING EXTORTION 

INVESTIGATION
Submitted by Parkland RCMP

On Oct. 31, 2025, and Nov. 6, 
2025, Parkland RCMP received 
reports of a home in Spring 
Meadow Estate in Parkland 
County being shot at. Fortu-
nately, there were no injuries in 
either shooting. Investigation 
revealed that the victims were 
being threatened to extort 

money from them. Parkland 
RCMP General Investigation 
Section took carriage of and 
led an exhaustive investigation 
involving law enforcement 
partners in other parts of Al-
berta, BC, and Ontario. 

As a result of those efforts a 
suspect, Jagdeep Singh, was 
identified and on Nov. 17, 2025, 
he was arrested as he trav-

elled through Red Deer Alta. A 
search incidental to his arrest 
led to the recovery of a firearm.  
Singh was released from RCMP 
at that time pending further 
investigation which ultimate-
ly led to crown approving the 
charges and the obtaining of 
a Canada Wide arrest warrant 
that is now in effect.

Investigators sent the seized 

firearm away for testing at the 
Edmonton Police Service (EPS) 
/ Provincial Firearms Lab and 
this firearm has been linked to 
7 shootings across the country 
not related to this event.

Continued investigation re-
vealed several key pieces of 
evidence linking the suspect to 
extortions targeting the South 
Asian community and the 
shootings of the residence in 
Parkland County.

Jagdeep Singh (24), a Foreign 
National, has been charged 
with:

•Extortion (x2);
•Discharging a firearm with 

intent (x2);
•Firearms offences (x8); and
•Disguise with intent (x2).
His whereabouts are cur-

rently unknown, and a Canada 
Wide warrant has been issued. 
Singh is also wanted by the 
Canada Border Services Agen-
cy (CBSA) on a Canada-wide 
immigration warrant. We are 
seeking public assistance in 
locating Jagdeep Singh in rela-
tion to these charges.

Investigation identified two 
other incidents and suspects 
who were discharging a fire-
arm recklessly out of a mov-
ing vehicle. The two suspects 
who although part of the same 
crime group are not directly 
related to the Parkland extor-
tion shooting. 

On Feb 11, 2026, Ravinder 
Singh was arrested by EPS. 
After further collaboration be-
tween RCMP and EPS.

Ravinder Singh (25), a For-
eign National, has been 
charged with:

•Discharging a firearm with 
intent (x2);

•Weapons offences (x4).
Ravinder Singh is being held 

in custody.
On Feb. 13, 2026, Parkland 

RCMP assisted by EPS execut-
ed a search warrant at a

Continued on Page 5
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PARKLAND RCMP RESPOND TO MOTOR 
VEHICLE COLLISION

Submitted by Parkland 
RCMP

On Feb. 26, 2026, at ap-
proximately 8:50 a.m., Park-
land RCMP responded to 
a motor vehicle collision 

on the overpass of High-
way 60 and Highway 16A in 
Acheson. 

Investigation determined 
that a dump truck attempted 
to turn left from Highway 60 
to the westbound ramp onto 

Highway 16A. While doing 
so, it collided with a tractor 
trailer that was travelling 
southbound on Highway 
60. Significant damage was 
sustained to both vehicles.  
Traffic has resumed after be-

ing temporarily re routed for 
the investigation. 

Both drivers sustained 
non-life-threatening inju-
ries and were transported to 
hospital. This investigation 
is still ongoing.

March 4, 2026

Parkland RCMP Lay Charges As Part Of Ongoing 
Extortion Investigation
Continued from Page 4

 home and vehicle in Edmon-
ton. 

While at the home, police ar-
rested Gurpreet Singh (24), an 
Foreign National. He has been 
charged with;

•Discharging a firearm with 
intent;

•Weapons offences (x2).
Gurpreet Singh remains in 

custody. 
During the search, RCMP 

seized a firearm consistent 
with that used in both Parkland 
shootings. 

Evidence gathered that per-
tains to other shootings in 
other jurisdictions has been 
handed over to their respective 
organizations. 

The investigation into these 
shootings continue and addi-
tional charges on other sus-
pects could be considered. 

“I would like to acknowledge 
the Parkland GIS team for their 

dedication and professional-
ism; they have lived this inves-
tigation since October 2025. 
I’d also like to recognize our 
Parkland plain clothes units, 
General Duty members and 
all our other internal partners; 
our Digital Forensic Services, 
District CRU, District GIS and 
external partners from across 
the country.” said Inspect Kev-
in McGillivray of the Parkland 
RCMP.” By collaborating with 
our external partners includ-

ing Edmonton Police Services, 
BC Provincial Extortion Task 
Force, OPP MCU, Peel Region-
al and CBSA, we have been 
able to make progress with 
not only our investigation but 
with many others. Investigat-
ing a criminal organization 
there can’t be any lines in the 
sand.  Open dialogue, partner-
ships and collaboration is key 
to moving these investigations 
forward. “
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ADVANCING THE ALBERTA SHERIFFS 
POLICE SERVICE

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

New proposed legislation is a 
key step in a smooth transition 
from the Alberta Sheriffs to the 
Alberta Sheriffs Police Service 
(ASPS).

If passed, Bill 15, the Public 
Safety and Emergency Services 
Statutes Amendment Act, 2026 
will ensure law enforcement 
operations are not disrupted 
and public safety is not com-

promised during the transition. 
It also creates a direct, stream-
lined path for eligible sheriffs 
to become ASPS police officers, 
supporting recruitment and 
accelerating the growth of the 
new police service.

“Criminals are becoming 
more sophisticated, and we’re 
meeting that threat head-on 
by transforming the Alberta 
Sheriffs into a modern police 
service. We are putting more 
boots on the ground and giv-

ing our officers the high-tier 
training they need to combat 
the complex crime facing our 
province today. We aren’t just 
filling gaps; we are building a 
coordinated powerhouse that 
puts law-abiding Albertans first 
and sends a clear message: if 
you threaten our communities, 
we have the specialized front-
line capacity to stop you. This is 
about a safer, stronger Alberta 
- full stop.”

Mike Ellis, Minister of Public 

Safety and Emergency Services 
As part of the transition, sher-

iff peace officers who currently 
perform police-like duties will 
be eligible to pursue careers 
as ASPS police officers, subject 
to training and qualification 
requirements. This ensures 
officers have the appropriate 
training and authority under 
the Police Act to continue per-
forming the same core policing 
functions they do today. Oth-
er sheriffs will remain in their 
existing peace officer roles to 
maintain full operational cov-
erage across Alberta during the 
transition.

The Alberta Sheriffs are cur-
rently government employees, 
while the new ASPS will oper-
ate as an independent Crown 
corporation. Bill 15 enables a 
smooth transition of unionized 
and non-unionized staff from 
the existing structure into the 
new service, providing conti-
nuity for employees and ensur-
ing policing and public safety 
operations continue without 
disruption as the ASPS is estab-
lished.

“By welcoming experienced 
sheriffs into the ASPS, we are 
able to grow our capacity 
while maintaining the essen-
tial peace-officer duties Alber-
tans rely on every day. Because 
sheriffs already perform many 
police-like functions, integrat-
ing them into the ASPS allows 
us to stand up the service faster 
and with a depth of experience 
that would take years to build 
through new hiring alone.”

Sat Parhar, chief, Alberta 
Sheriffs Police Service 

The proposed legislation 
also protects Alberta Sher-
iffs branch staff employment 
stability. During and after the 
transition, employees will con-
tinue to work under their cur-
rent employment terms. This 
builds on legislation passed 
last year to ensure ASPS police 
officers have the ability to form 
their own police association to 
negotiate future collective bar-
gaining agreements.
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LEGISLATION TARGETS TOURISM FEE 
TRANSPARENCY

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta

Proposed legislation takes 
steps to protect consumers 
from hidden and misleading 
fees while ensuring visitors 
pay their fair share to help 
grow Alberta’s economy.

Alberta’s government is 
proposing legislation to 
introduce the new Trav-
eller Protection and Des-
tination Development Act 
and amend the Consumer 
Protection Act to prevent 
tourism businesses from 
charging hidden or mis-
leading fees while ensuring 
that visitors continue to 
pay their fair share to help 
maintain Alberta’s repu-
tation as a premier travel 
destination. The proposed 
legislation will require full 
price transparency at book-
ing and create clear rules for 
the voluntary collection and 
reinvestment of destination 
marketing fees.

“Alberta’s tourism indus-
try is a powerful driver of 
jobs, investment and eco-
nomic growth. This legisla-
tion makes sure people who 
are paying these fees know 
where their dollars are go-
ing, creating the transpar-
ency and accountability that 
both businesses and their 
customers need. By intro-
ducing this legislation, our 
government is ensuring that 
Alberta continues to be the 
best place to stay and play.”

Andrew Boitchenko, Min-
ister of Tourism and Sport 

If passed, amendments to 
the Consumer Protection 
Act will require accommo-
dation providers to disclose 
the full price of overnight 
accommodations to con-
sumers at the time of book-
ing, including all mandatory 
fees and charges. If request-
ed by a customer, they must 
also explain the purpose 

of each mandatory fee and 
how the funds will be used. 
Not only will this protect 
consumers from bearing 
unexpected costs, but it will 
also build public trust and 
give travellers greater con-
fidence when planning their 
trips.

“We thank the Govern-
ment of Alberta for listening 
to our members and intro-
ducing destination market-
ing fee legislation built on 
transparency, accountabil-
ity and good governance. 
Legislation that keeps par-
ticipation voluntary, en-
sures the system remains 
industry-driven rather than 
government-administered 
or destination marketing 
organization set, and drives 
local economic growth for 
Alberta’s tourism sector.”

Tracy Douglas, president 
and CEO Alberta Hotel and 
Lodging Association 

Destination marketing fees 
(DMFs) are fees that many 
tourism businesses already 
voluntarily charge their cus-
tomers to help support local 
destination marketing and 
development. While most 
businesses operate in good-
faith, some businesses have 
retained DMF proceeds for 
profit – misleading consum-
ers and undermining local 
destination promotion and 
development efforts.

If passed, the Traveller 
Protection and Destination 
Development Act would 
create a fair, consistent, and 
transparent framework for 
the voluntary collection 
and reinvestment of DMFs. 
When tourism business-
es voluntarily charge their 
customers a DMF, if passed, 
this legislation would re-
quire 100 per cent of fee to 
be used to explicitly support 
local destination marketing 
and development. DMFs 
will continue to be volun-

tary and industry-led, giv-
ing tourism businesses the 
ability to choose whether 
to charge these fees to their 
customers.

“We’re so pleased to see 
this legislation moving 
ahead. When visitors un-
derstand where their dollars 
are going locally, it supports 
our triple bottom line: peo-
ple, planet and profit.”

Rachel Ludwig, CEO, Tour-
ism Canmore Kananaskis 

If passed, the Traveller 
Protection and Destination 
Development Act will cre-
ate the transparency and 
accountability needed to 
encourage a coordinated 
approach to local destina-
tion marketing and devel-
opment. The new frame-
work will establish clear 
requirements for the des-
ignation, operations and 
governance of one local 
trustee, destination mar-
keting organizations, and, if 
applicable, accommodation 
association per region. This 
includes setting parame-
ters for the use of DMFs to 
provide proven, measurable 
local economic benefits for 
participating businesses. 
To ensure this framework 
meets the unique needs of 
each region, the legislation 
would also enable regions 
to set local DMF rates, de-
fine the destination’s geo-
graphic boundaries locally, 
and use fees to best support 
local growth.  

“The visitor economy 
is one of Alberta’s fast-
est-growing sectors, driving 
billions in economic activity 
and supporting more than 
ten per cent of our region’s 
jobs. In Edmonton, hotel 
partners are already in-
vesting in our destination 
through a local destination 
marketing fee. That collab-
oration has helped build 
a strong and transparent 

local model and is driving 
great results. A provincial 
framework will strengthen 
accountability across Alber-
ta and ensure visitor dol-
lars are reinvested into our 
global competitiveness – 
creating jobs, attracting ma-
jor events, and driving eco-
nomic impact in Edmonton 
and across Alberta.”

Traci Bednard, CEO and 
president, Explore Edmon-
ton  

“We applaud the intro-
duction of the Traveller 
Protection and Destination 
Development Act. This leg-
islation strengthens con-
sumer protection across 
the entire province and 
ensures greater clarity and 
accountability around des-
tination marketing fees, 
while directing funds to the 
appropriate organizations 
to grow the visitor economy 
in the regions where they 
are collected. Calgary has 
been leading the way with 
a model grounded in strong 
consumer protection and 
responsible stewardship 
for many years. We’ve long 
supported this direction 
because it reflects how our 
market already operates – a 
model that has helped de-
liver record growth for our 
visitor economy.”

Alisha Reynolds, CEO, 
Tourism Calgary 

Together, these changes 
are a key step forward for 
the continued growth and 
success of Alberta’s visitor 
economy. By introducing 
this new legislation, Alber-
ta’s government is protect-
ing consumers, improving 
transparency for business-
es, and ensuring local com-
munities have the tools to 
promote and develop them-
selves as a premier destina-
tion for visitors.
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PARKLAND RCMP ARREST AND 
CHARGE PROPERTY OFFENDER

ALBERTA COMMUNITY RESPONSE TEAM 
ARRESTS PROLIFIC DRUG OFFENDER

Submitted by Parkland RCMP

On Feb. 24, 2026, Parkland 
RCMP located and arrested a 
37-year-old male in relation 
to several ongoing proper-
ty crime investigations in the 
area beginning on Jan. 1, 2026. 
The male was taken into custo-

dy without incident. 
Tyrone Jason Hays, (37), a 

resident of Edmonton, has 
been charged with the follow-
ing offences stemming from 
several incidents being inves-
tigated by the Parkland RCMP;

•Break and enter with intent – 
business x4,

•Theft of truck,
•Possession of property ob-

tained by crime over $5,000, 
•Mischief under $5,000 x3, 
•Theft under $5,000 x3, 
•Failure to comply with re-

lease order, 
•Operation while prohibited, 
•Drive uninsured motor vehi-

cle on highway. 
Hays was remanded with his 

first court date set for Mar. 4, 
2026, at the Alberta Court of 
Justice in Edmonton.

Submitted by Alberta Com-
munity Response Team

On Feb. 20, 2026, the Alberta 
RCMP’s Community Response 
Team, with the assistance from 
the Whitecourt RCMP and 
Western Alberta Crime Reduc-
tion Unit, executed a search 
warrant on a residence and 
vehicle on 47 Street in White-

court. As a result of the search 
warrant, police located and 
seized:

•370 grams of methamphet-
amine;

•5 grams of cocaine; 
•62 grams of cannabis;
•1 gram of ketamine; 
•400mL of GHB; 
•51 unknown pills; 
•Extendable baton; 

•Imitation firearm; 
•Drug-trafficking parapher-

nalia; and
•$915 in Canadian currency.
As a result of the investi-

gation, Jasmine Fenn (43), a 
resident of Whitecourt, was 
charged with: 

•Possession for the purpose 
of trafficking (x7); 

•Possession of a weapon dan-

gerous to the public (x2); and
•Possession of proceeds of 

crime under $5000. 
Jasmine Fenn was brought 

before a justice of the peace 
and remanded into custody. 
She is to appear before the 
Alberta Court of Justice in 
Whitecourt on March 10, 2026. 
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Obituaries

James Irvin Duncan

James Irvin Duncan, age 84 
of Onoway, Alberta passed 
away peacefully at home on 
February 8, 2026. Irv was born 
in Swift Current and raised in 
Neville, Sk.  In 1969 he moved 
his young family to Spruce 
Grove, AB.  In 1987 he moved to 
a farm in the Onoway area and 
lived out his retirement on the 
farm with his loving wife Kathy. 
Irvin was a proud member of 
Ironworkers Local 720 for 56 
years. He is survived by his wife 
Kathy, 3 sons Jack (Bernie), 
James (Rita) and Joe (Jody), 
5 sisters and 1 brother along 
with many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Irv will be 
forever loved, remembered for 
his strength and getting the 
job done.  memorial service 
was held at the Spruce Grove 
Alliance Church on February 
23, 2026.

Hall Rentals
Alberta Beach Agliplex, 
abagsociety@gmail.com

Anselmo Community Hall, 
Phone 780-786-4280

Barrhead Royal Canadian 
Legion: Janet @ 403-938-0012

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Cherhill Community Assoc. 
Hall, Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 
780-785-2907

Goose Lake Hall, Contact Ellen 
780-584-2452

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) 780-951-
9452

Hathersage Community 
Centre, Noreen at 786-2946

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 
Charlotte at 786-4659

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-2470.

Onoway Community Hall, 780-
967-5338.

Onoway Heritage Center - 
Gym/Classrooms, 967-1015

Onoway Legion , 780-973-5361

Park Court Community Hall, 
727-4476

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Pioneer Cantre, Spruce Grove 
780-962-5020 or email.

Ravine Community Hall, 
Dawna @ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 
967-5710 or 967-3696

Rosenthal Community Hall, 
963-7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 967-
2873

Sangudo Community Hall, 
780-785-3221 or 780-785-2259

Stettin Nakumun Comm. Hall, 
967-9198

Wildwood Senior Citizens Hall 
- Bookings - Tammy 780-667-
4841 (text or phone)

Whitecourt Senior’s Circle Hall 
780-778-4950

Woodbend Hall rentals@
woodbendhall.com 
woodbendhall.com/rentals 
26002 Twp Rd 514, Parkland 
County

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  All 

utilities included, 55 inch tv 
with Satellite.  Double beds, 
furnished bachelors with 
full kitchen and furnished 1 
bedrooms with full kitchen 
available. Starting at 
$1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

Seniors only! 2 bdroom Mobile 
home on acreage in town 
limits of Stony Plain. $1500 per 
month includes Utilities. Phone 
Gord @ 780-913-2430

For Sale
Firewood for sale		
Seasoned Split Firewood	
Birch Tamerack Spruce/Pine 
and Poplar 1/2 Cord and Full 
Cords Pickup/Delivery 780-951-
1076

Collectables 
I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, AMMUNITION 
AND WWI & WWII 
COLLECTABLES. CALL JAY @ 
780-686-1350

Wanted
Pasture for rent. Must have 
water and befenced. 80 to 360 
acres. 780-916-2333
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