
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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$1M LOTTO 6/49 GOLD BALL 
DRAW WIN IN WHITECOURT!

ALBERTA RCMP WELCOMES 
21 NEW POLICE OFFICERS

Submitted by WCLC

Whitecourt local Jinky 
Lucena won $1 million on 
LOTTO 6/49!

The winner said when she 
scanned the ticket in-store 

and discovered she had a 
winning ticket, she was im-
mediately excited.

“I called my daughter to 
tell her and I said, ‘I think I 
won!’” she smiled. “I was so 
happy!”

Now, Lucena said she is 
looking forward to enjoying 
her winnings with family.

“I’m going to pay off my 
mortgage and buy a new 
vehicle first,” she said. 
“Then, I’m going to take the 
family on a trip to Europe to 
visit the old churches there 
– we’ve always wanted to 

see the Vatican!”
Lucena isn’t stopping 

there.
“I’m also taking a trip to 

the Philippines to visit fam-
ily!” she smiled. “It’s going 
to be so nice to visit.”

Lucena purchased her 
winning LOTTO 6/49 tick-
et from Tags Food & Gas at 
3711 Caxton Street in White-
court. She won her prize 
in the February 28 LOTTO 
6/49 Gold Ball Draw with 
the selection: 24621935-01, 
a white ball.

Submitted by Alberta 
RCMP

The Alberta RCMP is 
welcoming 21 new police 
officers who will be de-
ployed across the prov-
ince. Each of them has 
recently graduated from 
the Cadet Training Pro-
gram at Depot, the RC-
MP’s training academy, 
in Regina, Sask., equip-
ping them with the po-

licing skills necessary to 
serve their new commu-
nities with excellence.

These new officers are 
a part of a positive shift 
in recruitment and re-
tention for the Alber-
ta RCMP. Since April 1, 
2024, there have been 
over 5,700 applications 
received in the province. 
Additionally, the Alberta 
RCMP’s Experienced Po-
lice Officer Program has 

hired 25 EPOs since the 
start of April 2025, with 
33 applications current-
ly open and being pro-
cessed. 

The following locations 
will soon be home to new 
officers: Barrhead, Card-
ston, Chateh, Corona-
tion, Drayton Valley, Fort 
Vermilion, High Prairie, 
Hinton, Lloydminster, 
McLennan, 

Continued on Page 2
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Alberta RCMP Welcomes 21 New 
Police Officers

Continued from Page 1

Piikani Nation, Pro-
vost, Redcliff, Red Earth 
Creek, Stettler, St. Paul, 
Valleyview, Vegreville, 
Wainwright, and Wood 
Buffalo.

“We recognize that po-
lice visibility and staff-
ing levels remain key 
concerns for the com-
munities we serve,” says 
Deputy Commissioner 
Trevor Daroux, Com-
manding Officer of the 
Alberta RCMP.  “These 
new police officers are 
an example of our focus 
to look inward at our hir-
ing processes to remove 
barriers, find efficien-
cies, and ensure the most 

qualified applicants are 
chosen to serve your 
communities.”  

Additional strategies to 
address vacancies and 
temporary absences in-
clude the Alberta RCMP’s 
Relief Team, located out 
of Cochrane and Leduc, 
which provides frontline 
support to communities 
facing vacancies, injuries 
or major events. In 2026, 
65 deployments have 
already been planned 
across 16 detachments 
in Alberta. Alternate Ser-
vice Delivery Models for 
remote and isolated lo-
cations are also being 
used, including an Im-
plemented Fly-In Model 
in Fox Lake. Lastly, 34 

active reservists are sup-
porting frontline polic-
ing across the province, 
with 11 more in the appli-
cation process. 

With municipal, pro-
vincial and federal man-
dates, the Alberta RCMP 
offers over 150 different 
types of career opportu-
nities to choose from. If 
you want to make a dif-
ference, have a positive 
impact and support your 
community, province, 
and country, explore 
what we have to offer to-
day: https://rcmp.ca/en/
alberta/careers.

April 8, 2026
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HOW TO ADDRESS CEILING STAINS 

Many stains are in-
stantly noticeable. But 
while a wine stain on a 
light-colored carpet or 
a gravy stain on a white 
shirt tend to jump out 
right away, other stains 
sneak past our radars 
every day. Ceiling stains 
are one type of stain that 
tend to go unnoticed 
for long periods of time. 
But ceiling stains can be 
unsightly, and some are 
even indicative of a larg-
er problem, so it pays for 
homeowners to address 
stains on their ceilings as 
soon as possible.

· Start with the source. 
Low kitchen ceilings tend 
to fall victim to oil stains, 
which are an unfortu-
nate side effect of cook-
ing. But not all stains 
can be so easily traced to 
their origins. Some ceil-
ing stains, such as those 
in bathrooms, may be a 
byproduct of mold, while 
others may be indicative 
of plumbing problems. 
Identifying the source of 
a stain is often the first 
step toward eradicating 
it.

· Fix the problem. Once 
you have identified 
what’s causing the stain, 
fix the problem as soon 
as possible. Ceiling stains 
are often indicative of 
much larger problems, 
and the longer those 
problems are allowed 
to fester, the bigger they 

become. Some water 
stains on ceilings result 
from cracks or joints that 
have not been adequate-
ly sealed or caulked. 
Reseal or recaulk any 

cracks you suspect are 
leading to ceiling stains. 
If you have determined a 
leaky roof is behind your 
stained ceilings, then 
have the roof inspected 

for damage, and prepare 
yourself to finance a new 
roof if the inspector de-
termines that’s the best 
solution.

Continued on Page 10
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How To Address Ceiling Stains 

Continued from Page 9

· Cover nearby furni-
ture. If you find ceiling 
stains above living ar-
eas, then be sure to cover 
the furniture below such 
ceilings with a tarp. Even 
if your stain solution will 
be made primarily of 
water, you don’t want to 
risk compounding your 
ceiling stain problem by 
staining your furniture 
as well.

· Remove the stains. 
Different stains require 
different treatments. A 
solution made of water 

and bleach may be ef-
fective at removing ceil-
ing stains, but only apply 
such solutions on days 
when you can open the 
windows and air out your 
home. Larger stains may 
require the application 
of a stain blocker, which 
may need to be applied 
with a roller and brush. 
No matter the stain, you 
need to leave time for the 
ceiling to dry before you 
can move on. Opening 
the windows can prevent 
your home from being 
overcome by the smell of 

bleach and also speed up 
the time it takes the ceil-
ing to dry.

· Cover the ceiling 
with primer. Once the 
ceiling has complete-
ly dried, you can apply 
a stain-blocking primer 
to prevent future stains. 
Allow the primer ample 
time to dry.

· Apply a fresh coat of 
paint. After the prim-
er has dried completely, 
you can then repaint the 
ceiling. Some paints may 
blend in even if you only 
paint the affected areas 

of the ceiling, but others 
will require a complete 
repainting of the ceiling. 
The eye test will help you 
determine how much 
work you have to do in 
that regard.
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CREATE A SAFE AND ENJOYABLE BACKYARD 
PLAY AREA 

Homeowners often as-
pire to have attractive 
backyards that look like 
they belong in a maga-
zine. While these can be 
picturesque and func-
tional for adults, they 
may not be entirely prac-
tical for homeowners 
who have young chil-
dren, especially when 
the majority of the yard 
is covered with paving 
stones or concrete.

When young children 
are part of a household, 
homeowners may ben-
efit by designing yards 

that are both functional 
and fun. Incorporating 
safe play areas for kids 
is one way to unlock the 
potential of both big and 
small backyards.

As children run off 
to enjoy a playground, 
safety is the last thing 
on their minds. Kids are 
most interested in scal-
ing ladders to treehouses 
or coasting down slides. 
That’s why adults must 
take it upon themselves 
to keep injury prevention 
in mind.

S a f e s t P l a y g r o u n d .

com indicates that play-
ground-related injuries 
routinely result in severe 
fractures, internal inju-
ries, concussions, and 
dislocations. In the ma-
jority of playground inju-
ries to children younger 
than age 5, the head and 
face are affected. Chil-
dren between the ages of 
5 and 9 experience more 
leg and arm injuries than 
younger kids. The Con-
sumer Product Safety 
Commission states 70 
percent of children’s in-
juries occur on home 

playgrounds. More than 
28,000 children are in-
jured each year on play-
grounds across Canada, 
according to Parachute, 
a national injury preven-
tion organization.

When considering play-
ground equipment for 
the yard, parents need 
to make safety a priority. 
The Canada Safety So-
ciety advises parents to 
follow the “5 S’s of Play-
ground Safety”: Surface, 
structures, site, supervi-
sion, and safety.

Continued on Page 12
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Create A Safe And Enjoyable Backyard Play Area 

Continued from Page 11

•	 Surface: Parents 
should assume that chil-
dren will fall. To lessen 
the blow of falls, choose 
playground equipment 
with a perimeter of six 
feet of a softer surface, 
such as sand, pea gravel, 
rubber pieces or wood 
chips. This material 
should be between six 
and 12 inches deep.

•	 Structure: The 
structure of the play 
equipment should be 
built from sturdy ma-

terials. Pressure-treat-
ed lumber was once the 
standard, but it’s not ad-
viseable for kids’ play-
grounds, as the chemi-
cals used in the lumber 
can leach and young chil-
dren may actually bite or 
pick at the wood. Use ce-
dar or another wood that 
resists decay. Once the 
structure is built, inspect 
it frequently for damage.

•	 Site: Look 
around the landscape for 
an ideal place to locate 
the playset. There should 
be no obstacles that chil-

dren can hit while sliding 
or swinging. Avoid over-
hanging branches and do 
not place equipment too 
close to trees or fencing. 
Try to keep the set out 
of direct sunlight, which 
can make components 
heat up and scald young 
bodies.

•	 Supervision: Do 
not leave children alone 
while they are playing. 
Prevent children from 
using the playset in an 
incorrect manner.

•	 Safety: Follow the 
directions for installa-

tion. Make sure all posts 
are anchored into the 
ground securely. Railings 
should be spaced so that 
children cannot get stuck 
between them. Check 
that metal components 
have not rusted and that 
there is no additional ex-
cessive wear. Be sure that 
no tools or other danger-
ous items are left around 
the yard.

Backyard playgrounds 
should be built with 
safety in mind. Learn the 
rules of play equipment 
and yard safety.
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CREATE KID-FRIENDLY SPACES AT 
HOME 

Maintaining a home that is wel-
coming and kid-friendly can be 
challenging. Kids are full of energy 
and oftentimes put fun ahead of 
tidiness. But no matter how ener-
getic their youngsters are, parents 
can still employ several strategies 
to ensure their homes are both so-
phisticated and child-friendly.

•	 Consider an open floor 
plan. Rooms that flow into one an-
other make it easier to keep tabs 
on children. Such rooms also allow 
residents and guests to mingle in 
separate rooms but not be too far 
away from one another.

•	 Choose washable fab-
rics. Upholstery will need to stand 
up to the abuse kids can dish out. 
Sofas and chairs with slipcov-
ers can be advantageous because 
many slipcovers can be easily re-
moved and laundered. Patterned 
fabrics will hide some stains, while 

treated fabrics may resist liquid 
spills for easier cleanup.

•	 Create a catch-all spot. 
Special bins or other organization-
al tools in the entryway can help to 
cull clutter when children come in 
the house from school or play. Be 
sure the keep cubbies, containers 
and coat hooks at a child-friendly 
height.

•	 Look for high-traffic 
rugs. Rugs designed for high-traf-
fic areas will be more forgiving 
when children march across them 
several times per day. There are no 
rules that say you can’t bring an 
outdoor rug inside, and these rugs 
tend to be easier to clean.

•	 Ensure there is plenty 
of seating. Sectionals give chil-
dren ample room to spread out. 
And ample seating ensures there 
is enough room for kids to invite 
their friends over to hang out.

•	 Think outside pink and 
blue. For children’s rooms, make 
sure they’re colorful, but consider 
other hues to give the rooms some 
personality. Focus on a hobby 
or activity and borrow the color 
scheme from the accessories used 
for decorating.

•	 Hang whimsical art-
work. Employ framing and light-
ing to make kids’ artwork look 
like professional pieces. Routinely 
change the pictures when a new 
look is desired.

•	 Designate a place for 
play. Devote an entire room or a 
nook in a house for imaginative 
play. Store toys here so these items 
will not create clutter in individual 
bedrooms.

Creating child-friendly spaces 
while ensuring a home maintains 
a sophisticated feel is easier than 
parents might think.
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SPRUCE GROVE LOCAL WINS $1M ON 
LOTTO MAX!

STRYCHNINE EMERGENCY USE 
REGISTRATION: MINISTER SIGURDSON

CANADA BEGINS NEW “30 DAYS OR FREE” 
GUARANTEE FOR PASSPORT PROCESSING

Submitted by WCLC

Michael Swityk won $1 
million on LOTTO MAX!

The Spruce Grove local 
said he was drinking his 
coffee at the kitchen table 
and had a stack of tickets 
saved up to check.

“I went through and 
scanned them [on the Lot-
to Spot app] and on the last 
one, I saw the zeroes pop 
up!” he said. “I told my wife 
we had just won a million 
dollars, and she didn’t be-

lieve me until I showed her 

the phone!”
The win had Swityk jump-

ing up with excitement.
“I said, “Holy s***!’ and 

started dancing in the 
kitchen as well,” he chuck-
led. “With where we are at 
in life, this will definitely be 
life-changing.”

For Swityk and his wife 
specifically, it means they 
have more options when it 
comes time to get a new ve-
hicle in the next year.

“It’s just going to give us 

less stress and more op-
tions for retirement,” he 
smiled. “We will be more 
comfortable.”

Swityk purchased his win-
ning LOTTO MAX ticket 
from Hardy’s Your Indepen-
dent Grocer at 16 Superior 
Street in Devon. He won 
his prize by matching one 
of the MAXILLIONS selec-
tions in the December 23 
LOTTO MAX draw: 1, 29, 37, 
39, 43, 45, and 50.

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

Minister of Agriculture and 
Irrigation RJ Sigurdson issued 
the following statement on the 
federal decision on the use of 
strychnine for pest control:

“I am pleased that the federal 
Pest Management Regulatory 
Agency (PMRA) has accepted 
Alberta and Saskatchewan’s 
re-submission for emergency 
use registration for two per 
cent liquid strychnine for Rich-
ardson’s ground squirrel con-
trol. We heard concerns from 
farmers and ranchers across 
the prairies and successfully 
advocated on their behalf for 

the federal government to re-
verse its decision.

“This decision means that 
many prairie farmers will have 
another tool back in their tool-
box for gopher control. Alber-
ta’s producers have faced sig-
nificant challenges managing 
Richardson’s ground squirrels 
and the loss of this effective 
control method has been dif-
ficult and costly for many in 
the agriculture sector. Some 
of Alberta’s producers saw 
thousands of dollars in crop 
and pasture damage last year 
alone, and many faced live-
stock injuries and equipment 
damage.

“I’d like to thank Premier 

Danielle Smith for her advo-
cacy directly to Prime Minister 
Carney. Ensuring we have open 
lines of communication from 
the provincial to federal gov-
ernment is crucial to resolving 
issues of this nature.

“I also extend my gratitude 
to federal Minister Heath Mac-
Donald for his work on ensur-
ing this issue was resolved.

“I’m proud to work alongside 
Saskatchewan Minister David 
Marit on this application to 
ensure both provinces secure 
access to this effective control 
measure.

“We are working to procure 
supply and fully implement 
the agreement as soon as pos-

sible, and we will continue to 
work closely with farmers and 
ranchers across the province 
in the coming days to share 
more information.

“Farmers and ranchers 
across the prairies work tire-
lessly to feed Canadians and 
the world and they are already 
excellent stewards of the land. 
They know that responsible 
pesticide use is crucial to re-
ducing environmental impact.

“We remain committed to 
finding pest management al-
ternatives that will protect 
both our agriculture sector and 
rural infrastructure from the 
impacts of agricultural pests.”

Submitted by Government of 
Canada

The Government of Canada 
is strengthening accountability 
for passport processing by in-
troducing a new guarantee for 
passport services.

Today, the Honourable Lena 
Metlege Diab, Minister of Im-
migration, Refugees and Cit-
izenship, announced that, ef-

fective April 1, 2026, applicants 
will receive a full refund of 
their passport or travel docu-
ment fee if it takes more than 
30 business days to process 
their application. If processing 
exceeds 30 business days, re-
funds will be issued automat-
ically. Processing time starts 
when a complete application 
is received and ends when the 
passport or travel document 

is printed and verified. It does 
not include mailing time. A 
complete application includes 
a filled-out form, all required 
documents, such as a pass-
port photo that meets require-
ments, and the full payment of 
fees.

The “30 days or free” guaran-
tee provides a clear and con-
sistent standard for applicants, 
no matter how they apply. 

Most passport applications are 
processed within service stan-
dards, but applicants should be 
compensated when the gov-
ernment does not meet them.

This initiative is part of ongo-
ing efforts to improve passport 
and travel document services, 
and provide a more consistent 
and predictable experience for 
applicants.
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LOOSE ENDS AND TOWN HALLS

Submitted by MLA 
Shane Getson

Happy Easter!  I hope 
that you and your fami-
lies had a chance to catch 
up, share some mem-
ories, and make some 
new ones over Easter. 
For the majority of those 
of us that are Christian, 
it is so much more than 
just the easter egg hunts 
and chocolate. Hope and 
eternal remembering 
one heck of a miracle to 
say the least.

I was happy this week to 
speak to a Private Mem-
bers motion in the house 
brought forward by MLA 
Johnson, for December 
to be official Chirstian 
Heritage Month. I was 
more surprised that as 
Christians we were late 
to the party on this, as 
we already have a Mus-
lim and a Hindi month. 
Kind of says something 
doesn’t it, we should not 
have any guilt about of-
ficially recognizing a 
month in the province 
for those of Christian 
faith. I was very happy 
to see the support of all 
members on this, re-
gardless of their faith, it 
made me proud to be an 
Albertan again, when the 
partisan politics could 
be dropped…mostly for 
an hour at least in the 
house.

MLA Dyck, from Grande 
Prairie, is bringing for-
ward Bill 207, which not 
only proposes to rec-
ognize Feb 13 as Fossil 
Fuel Day but proposes 

to teach kids in school 
about our main indus-
tries, forestry, energy, 
agriculture, and con-
struction.  I had a chance 
to speak in support of 
that as well!  I believe it 
will go a long way to ob-
tain an understanding 
of our main industries, 
resources, and to de-vil-
ify and counteract all the 
untrue media that is out 
there.  Non-Partisan, just 
education, many kids are 
3 or 4 generations re-
moved from the family 
farm, and this will be a 
great way to give them 
a little insight into our 
history, the present, and 
future.

The Boundaries Com-
mission report came out 
last Friday and my office 
and I have received more 
than our fair share of 
calls on the topic so let 
me take this chance to 
bring you up to speed on 
what this means.

1.	 Every 8 years by 
legislation The Electoral 
Boundaries Commission 
reviews existing elec-
toral boundaries, and 
makes proposals to the 
Legislative Assembly 
about area, boundaries, 
and names of the elec-
toral divisions. The idea 
is to give as close as pos-
sible fair representation 
in the house for all that 
call the province home.

2.	 The Electoral 
Boundaries Commission 
Act (EBCA) was amend-
ed in fall 2024 to direct 
the Electoral Boundaries 
Commission to divide 

Alberta into 89, an addi-
tion of two divisions.

3.	 The Commis-
sion did a ton of town 
halls last year, took sub-
missions and released a 
preliminary report and 
then took some more 
feedback, and ultimately 
released their report last 
Friday for the house to 
consider.

4.	 There was also a 
“Minority” report issued, 
by several of the com-
mittee members that 
took exception to the 
main report.

It’s now up for consid-
eration of Members of 
the Legislative Assembly 
.  You can read the report 
by visiting the Alber-
ta Electorl Boundaries 
Commission webpage at 
abebc.ca/reports/

So, to be clear, the cur-
rent MLAs and their 
constituency boundaries 
stay the same until the 
next general election.  If 
there is a by-election 
between now and then, 
the candidates will still 
run within the existing 
boundaries.  So, for the 
present, you all are stuck 
with me until the next 
general election, or un-
less I tap out sooner and 
there is a by-election.

As we are getting closer 
to the end of the spring 
session, there will be the 
inevitable parade sea-
sons, farmers markets, 
local events etc. taking 
place around our con-
stituency.  If you would 
like me to drop in, or pro-

mote your events, please 
reach out to my office 
and let them know! I do 
my best on social media 
to promote, but the al-
gorithms may not work 
in our favor so please 
be pro-active. If you are 
trying to reach me by 
Facebook messenger as 
an example….I am rare-
ly in there, maybe every 
couple of months, I’m a 
little old fashioned that 
way.  We will be looking 
to host some town halls 
as well, so please let me 
know if you would like 
me to come to your area, 
and if you have decent in-
ternet. We live streamed 
one from Gainford last 
fall and that worked out 
great! 

I’m getting a little nos-
talgic these days as I am 
now on the downhill 
grade as it were as the 
MLA for the area, see-
ing the new proposed 
boundaries probably 
brought that out. Lots 
of blood sweat and tears 
from everyone digging in 
together making our lit-
tle corner of the province 
relevant. I’ll keep doing 
my best, and all I can un-
til I reach that point, but 
it’s going to need that 
team effort approach. 
Let’s keep engaged, and 
I will continue to be your 
voice letting others know 
what matters to you.
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Alberta Beach Agliplex, 
abagsociety@gmail.com

Alberta Beach & District 
Seniors 50+ Club. Air 
conditioning! Space Available! 
Val: 780-690-1655 or Dianne: 
780-217-8482

Anselmo Community Hall, 
Phone 780-786-4280

Barrhead Royal Canadian 
Legion: Janet @ 403-938-0012

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-
6813

Cherhill Community Assoc. 
Hall, Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 
780-785-2907

Glenreagh Community Hall, 
now with free wifi	Bookings 
call 780-674-4995 Baukje 780-
674-1349 Darren

Goose Lake Hall, Contact Ellen 
780-584-2452

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) Bobbi 
780-270-5830

Hathersage Community 
Centre, Noreen at 786-2946

Lake Isle Community 

Hall, HWY 633 rr 55, 
lakeislefarmerassociation@
gmail.com, 
contact:780-725-2533
Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond 
Centre, Charlotte at 786-4659

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-
2470.

Onoway Community Hall, 
780-967-5338.

Onoway Heritage Center - 
Gym/Classrooms, 967-1015

Onoway Legion , 780-973-
5361

Park Court Community Hall, 
727-4476

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Pioneer Cantre, Spruce Grove 
780-962-5020 or email.

Ravine Community Hall, 
Dawna @ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 
967-5710 or 967-3696

Rosenthal Community Hall, 
963-7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 967-
2873

Sangudo Community Hall, 
780-785-3221 or 780-785-2259

Stony Plain Seniors Drop in 
Centre hall available for rent. 
Capacity 125. Address 5018 
51 Ave, Stony Plain. Phone 
780-963-4707 or email 
stonyplainseniors@gmail.
com for info. 

Stettin Nakumun Comm. 
Hall, 967-9198

Wildwood Senior Citizens 
Hall - Bookings - Tammy 780-
667-4841 (text or phone)

Whitecourt Senior’s Circle 
Hall 780-778-4950

Woodbend Hall rentals@
woodbendhall.com 
woodbendhall.com/rentals 
26002 Twp Rd 514, Parkland 
County

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  
All utilities included, 55 inch 
tv with Satellite.  Double 
beds, furnished bachelors 
with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with 
full kitchen available. Starting 
at $1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.

onowayinnandsuites.com

For Sale
Firewood for sale		
Seasoned Split Firewood	
Birch Tamerack Spruce/Pine 
and Poplar 1/2 Cord and Full 
Cords Pickup/Delivery 780-
951-1076

Seed Oats, 98 % germination, 
Fusarium tested, No wild 
oats, Glyphosate free, 
greenfeed/silage & milling 
varieties, Can deliver On farm 
scale, jamesbeniuk@gmail.
com. Woodland Lumber 780-
621-2229

Collectables 
I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, 
AMMUNITION AND WWI & 
WWII COLLECTABLES. CALL 
JAY @ 780-686-1350

Wanted
Pasture for rent. Must have 
water and befenced. 80 to 
360 acres. 780-916-2333
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IMPLEMENTING BUDGET 2026

TARGETING WEEDS ON OIL AND GAS SITES

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

As part of Budget 2026, pro-
posed legislation will help the 
government move forward on 
key initiatives while ensuring 
every tax dollar is spent where 
it matters most.

Proposed amendments to the 
Financial Statutes Amendment 
Act, 2026 will focus supports 
on those most in need, attract 
investment, improve govern-
ment efficiency and ensure 
Alberta’s laws remain respon-
sive. The bill will also help 
build a solid insurance frame-
work ahead of the new care-
first auto insurance system be-
ing implemented in 2027.

The Automobile Insurance 
Act and the Insurance Act

Alberta’s government is im-
plementing a care-first auto 
insurance system to ensure 
Albertans receive better, fast-
er and more reliable insur-
ance coverage. To implement 
care-first, the province is mak-
ing the necessary legislative 
changes to transition to the 
new model by Jan. 1, 2027.

If passed, amendments to 
the Automobile Insurance 
Act and the Insurance Act will 
strengthen Alberta’s insurance 
framework by improving clari-
ty, transparency and consumer 
protections. This made-in-Al-
berta approach will reduce 
the time and money spent on 
litigation, helping deliver more 
stable and predictable auto in-
surance rates for drivers.

The Alberta Enterprise Cor-
poration Act and the Alberta 
Research and Innovation Act

As part of Budget 2026, Al-
berta’s government is intro-
ducing amendments to the Al-
berta Enterprise Corporation 
Act and the Alberta Research 
and Innovation Act to enable 
Alberta Innovates and the 
Alberta Enterprise Corpora-
tion to co-invest as a minori-
ty partner in Alberta-based 
knowledge-based industry 
companies.

If passed, these amendments 
give Alberta Innovates and the 
Alberta Enterprise Corpora-
tion a new tool to help Alberta 
technology companies access 
the growth capital they need 

to scale, create jobs and com-
pete globally while ensuring 
government investments are 
market-validated and generate 
returns for Albertans.

The Seniors Benefit Act 
Alberta’s government is sup-

porting Alberta’s most vulner-
able citizens while ensuring 
the long-term sustainability 
of critical social programs. Al-
berta’s seniors population is 
growing at an unprecedent-
ed pace, with more than one 
million Albertans projected to 
be seniors by 2035. Within 20 
years, one in five Albertans will 
be over the age of 65; how-
ever, Alberta will continue to 
have the highest low-income 
threshold for seniors in Can-
ada and offers amongst the 
highest benefit rates in the 
country.

If passed, amendments to 
the Seniors Benefit Act would 
enact the nine per cent thresh-
old adjustment announced 
in Budget 2026 for non-de-
ductible income under the se-
niors low-income threshold. 
Low-income seniors will con-
tinue to receive robust support 

through multiple programs, 
including monthly income 
supplements, accommoda-
tion supports and assistance 
for health expenses, home re-
pairs and property taxes. This 
adjustment balances fiscal re-
sponsibility while protecting 
the long-term sustainability of 
programs seniors rely on.

“Alberta seniors built this 
province, and we’re backing 
them with more than $6.6 
billion in supports this year 
alone. The unprecedented 
growth of our senior popula-
tion is putting real pressure on 
the system, which is why we’re 
making sure that support 
goes to the people who need 
it most while still maintaining 
amongst the highest and most 
robust supports in the coun-
try – so all Albertans, including 
our most vulnerable, can live 
and age with dignity.”

Jason Nixon, Minister of As-
sisted Living and Social Ser-
vices 

Budget 2026 is focused on 
what matters, makes disci-
plined choices, and takes deci-
sive action.

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

Recognizing the importance 
of protecting agricultural land, 
Alberta’s government is taking 
action to address weed issues 
on oil and gas sites.

The new Oil and Gas Conser-
vation Regulation under the 
Oil and Gas Conservation Act 
will provide the Alberta Energy 
Regulator (AER) with the abili-
ty to hold companies account-
able for controlling weeds 
and agricultural pests on their 
sites. For sites that do not have 
a responsible owner, the Or-
phan Well Association will be 
responsible for conducting re-
quired weed and pest control.

Under the regulation, the 
AER now has the authority to 
enforce the requirement that 
oil and gas companies conduct 

weed or pest control. Munic-
ipal weed inspectors will be 
able to notify the AER and trig-
ger compliance activity.

The regulator can then take 
steps under the Oil and Gas 
Conservation Act and use tools 
available in the Responsible 
Energy Development Act to di-
rect companies to conduct the 
necessary weed and pest con-
trol as part of the “reasonable 
care and measures” require-
ments under the law.

“Weed and pest control is an 
important issue for Alberta’s 
farmers that previous govern-
ments failed to address. These 
new rules will help ensure 
companies uphold their re-
sponsibilities to the landown-
ers that host the oil and gas 
industry on their lands.”

Brian Jean, Minister of Ener-
gy and Minerals 

“Agriculture is essential to 
Alberta’s success. Protecting 
our farmland from weeds and 
pests is critical, and that in-
cludes responsible manage-
ment on oil and gas sites. By 
working together, we can make 
sure both sectors thrive. These 
updates help ensure clear 
expectations, stronger com-
pliance and better outcomes 
across the province.”

R. J. Sigurdson, Minister of 
Agriculture and Irrigation 

“The Farmers’ and Property 
Rights Advocate Office wel-
comes additional supports for 
rural landowners in helping 
them effectively manage weed 
and pest control challenges as-
sociated with oil and gas infra-
structure on agricultural lands. 
Leveraging the existing com-
pliance and enforcement tools 
of the Alberta Energy Regu-

lator will allow farmers and 
ranchers to realize increased 
crop yields while lowering op-
erational costs related to crit-
ical vegetation management 
efforts.” 

Peter. J Dobbie, Farmers’ and 
Property Rights Advocate of 
Alberta 

This initiative will help 
protect Alberta’s multi-bil-
lion-dollar agrifood industry 
and ensure two of our most 
important economic drivers 
co-exist and prosper. Prevent-
ing the proliferation of weeds 
on oil and gas leases will pre-
vent weeds and pests from 
spreading to nearby agricul-
tural lands and impacting their 
productivity. Dealing with the 
“weeds on well sites” issue was 
a recommendation of the Ma-
ture Asset Strategy.
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