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MASKWACIS RCMP SEEKING 

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE IN LOCATING 
MISSING FEMALE YOUTH

SPRINGTIME AT TIPPLE PARK 
MUSEUM

Submitted by Maskwacis 
RCMP

Maskwacis RCMP is ask-
ing for the public’s help in 

locating 17-year-old Court-
ney Cattleman. Courtney 
was last seen on Jan. 15, 
2026, on Montana First Na-
tion. Courtney is known to 
frequent the Edmonton and 
Maskwacis areas. RCMP is 
worried for her wellbeing 
and would like to speak 
with her.

Courtney is described as:
•	 Medium complex-

ion;

•	 5 feet, 5 inches tall;
•	 183 pounds;
•	 Black hair;
•	 Brown eyes; and
•	 Was last seen 

wearing a black sweatshirt 
and grey sweatpants. 

If you have any informa-
tion on Haleigh’s where-
abouts, please call the 
Maskwacis RCMP detach-
ment at 780-585-3767.

Submitted by Tipple 
Park Museum

Spring is a time of great 
relief from the colder 
weather, but comes with 
the unfortunate side ef-
fect of mud. While today 
roads are at least gen-
erally passable in these 
conditions, in the early 
years when automobiles 
were first appearing on 
local roads, driving in 
wet weather was quite a 
challenge. In Foley Trail, 
Grace (Welwood) Bill 

writes of a rainy day out-
ing in 1939 down local 
side roads during which 
their car got stuck no 
less than 5 times! 

The highways at this 
time were hardly much 
better. The road from 
Edmonton to Jasper 
through the 1920s was 
the abandoned railway 
grade that had been tak-
en out to ship to France 
in WWI. The ties and rails 
were removed, but it oth-
erwise remained a dirt 
road that was nearly im-

passable. Tourists who 
wished to drive around 
in Jasper Park shipped 
their cars by train rather 
than attempt the drive. 
In an effort to increase 
support for the devel-
opment of the road, the 
Edmonton Automobile 
and Good Roads offered 
a gold medal to whoever 
could first complete the 
drive from Edmonton 
to Victoria. In 1922, they 
gave the award  to four 
drivers of two 

Continued on Page 2
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Springtime At Tipple Park Museum

Continued from Page 1

cars who competed to 
make the trip, but it was 
later revealed that both 
teams had cheated by 
shipping the cars by rail 
for part of the way.

The highway from Ed-
monton to Evansburg 
was gravelled by 1930, 
and by 1932, the toll 
gates in Jasper counted 
720 cars passing through 
(up considerably from a 
mere 6 cars in 1926). It 
was paved in this area in 
1950, and the high level 
bridge was constructed 
in 1961. Local roads also 
were gradually gravelled 
through the 30s, 40s, and 
50s, making them more 
driveable in wet weather. 

Thank goodness for that, 
as it has made our lives 
today a lot easier!

Tipple Park Museum is 
hosting a variety of pro-
grams over the coming 
weeks. We are hosting 
another Baking History 
program on March 28th 
at 12 pm. This month at-
tendees will be able to 
make and eat a stack 
of fluffy stack of grid-
dle cakes using a recipe 
from 1905! Attendance 
is just $5 and is open to 
everyone, maple syrup 
is provided! Contact the 
museum to register.

On April 3rd, we will be 
hosting our second an-
nual Easter Egg Palooza. 
There will be an egg hunt, 
pysanky dyeing, a movie, 
and maybe even a visit 
from the Easter Bunny! 
This is a free, drop-in 
program. The egg hunt 
will start right at 11am, so 
don’t be late!

We will be running a 
Homeschool History 
program on the life of 
explorer Jacques Cartier 
on April 10th at 1pm. This 
is a free program with 
limited space, so please 
contact us to pre-regis-

ter.
We will also be running 

an After School History 
program for kids on the 
adventures (and mis-
adventures) of explorer 
Henry Hudson. This will 
take place on April 17th 
at 4pm. Drop-ins wel-
come.

To learn more or reg-
ister for any of our pro-
grams, call us at 780-
727-2240 or email info@
tippleparkmuseum.ca. 
Information on our up-
coming programs can 
also be found on our 
Facebook page and web-
site.

April 8, 2026
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LOOSE ENDS AND TOWN HALLS
Submitted by MLA 

Shane Getson

Happy Easter!  I hope 
that you and your fami-
lies had a chance to catch 
up, share some mem-
ories, and make some 
new ones over Easter. 
For the majority of those 
of us that are Christian, 
it is so much more than 
just the easter egg hunts 
and chocolate. Hope and 
eternal remembering 
one heck of a miracle to 
say the least.

I was happy this week to 
speak to a Private Mem-
bers motion in the house 
brought forward by MLA 
Johnson, for December 
to be official Chirstian 
Heritage Month. I was 
more surprised that as 
Christians we were late 
to the party on this, as 
we already have a Mus-
lim and a Hindi month. 
Kind of says something 
doesn’t it, we should not 
have any guilt about of-
ficially recognizing a 
month in the province 
for those of Christian 
faith. I was very happy 
to see the support of all 
members on this, re-
gardless of their faith, it 
made me proud to be an 
Albertan again, when the 
partisan politics could 
be dropped…mostly for 
an hour at least in the 
house.

MLA Dyck, from Grande 
Prairie, is bringing for-
ward Bill 207, which not 
only proposes to rec-
ognize Feb 13 as Fossil 
Fuel Day but proposes 
to teach kids in school 
about our main indus-

tries, forestry, energy, 
agriculture, and con-
struction.  I had a chance 
to speak in support of 
that as well!  I believe it 
will go a long way to ob-
tain an understanding 
of our main industries, 
resources, and to de-vil-
ify and counteract all the 
untrue media that is out 
there.  Non-Partisan, just 
education, many kids are 
3 or 4 generations re-
moved from the family 
farm, and this will be a 
great way to give them 
a little insight into our 
history, the present, and 
future.

The Boundaries Com-
mission report came out 
last Friday and my office 
and I have received more 
than our fair share of 
calls on the topic so let 
me take this chance to 
bring you up to speed on 
what this means.

1.	 Every 8 years by 
legislation The Electoral 
Boundaries Commission 
reviews existing elec-
toral boundaries, and 
makes proposals to the 
Legislative Assembly 
about area, boundaries, 
and names of the elec-
toral divisions. The idea 
is to give as close as pos-
sible fair representation 
in the house for all that 
call the province home.

2.	 The Electoral 
Boundaries Commission 
Act (EBCA) was amend-
ed in fall 2024 to direct 
the Electoral Boundaries 
Commission to divide 
Alberta into 89, an addi-
tion of two divisions.

3.	 The Commis-

sion did a ton of town 
halls last year, took sub-
missions and released a 
preliminary report and 
then took some more 
feedback, and ultimately 
released their report last 
Friday for the house to 
consider.

4.	 There was also a 
“Minority” report issued, 
by several of the com-
mittee members that 
took exception to the 
main report.

It’s now up for consid-
eration of Members of 
the Legislative Assembly 
.  You can read the report 
by visiting the Alber-
ta Electorl Boundaries 
Commission webpage at 
abebc.ca/reports/

So, to be clear, the cur-
rent MLAs and their 
constituency boundaries 
stay the same until the 
next general election.  If 
there is a by-election 
between now and then, 
the candidates will still 
run within the existing 
boundaries.  So, for the 
present, you all are stuck 
with me until the next 
general election, or un-
less I tap out sooner and 
there is a by-election.

As we are getting closer 
to the end of the spring 
session, there will be the 
inevitable parade sea-
sons, farmers markets, 
local events etc. taking 
place around our con-
stituency.  If you would 
like me to drop in, or pro-
mote your events, please 
reach out to my office 
and let them know! I do 
my best on social media 
to promote, but the al-
gorithms may not work 

in our favor so please 
be pro-active. If you are 
trying to reach me by 
Facebook messenger as 
an example….I am rare-
ly in there, maybe every 
couple of months, I’m a 
little old fashioned that 
way.  We will be looking 
to host some town halls 
as well, so please let me 
know if you would like 
me to come to your area, 
and if you have decent in-
ternet. We live streamed 
one from Gainford last 
fall and that worked out 
great! 

I’m getting a little nos-
talgic these days as I am 
now on the downhill 
grade as it were as the 
MLA for the area, see-
ing the new proposed 
boundaries probably 
brought that out. Lots 
of blood sweat and tears 
from everyone digging in 
together making our lit-
tle corner of the province 
relevant. I’ll keep doing 
my best, and all I can un-
til I reach that point, but 
it’s going to need that 
team effort approach. 
Let’s keep engaged, and 
I will continue to be your 
voice letting others know 
what matters to you.
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SPRUCE GROVE LOCAL WINS $1M ON 
LOTTO MAX!

Submitted by WCLC

Michael Swityk won $1 
million on LOTTO MAX!

The Spruce Grove local 
said he was drinking his 
coffee at the kitchen table 
and had a stack of tickets 
saved up to check.

“I went through and 
scanned them [on the Lot-

to Spot app] and on the last 
one, I saw the zeroes pop 
up!” he said. “I told my wife 
we had just won a million 
dollars, and she didn’t be-
lieve me until I showed her 
the phone!”

The win had Swityk jump-
ing up with excitement.

“I said, “Holy s***!’ and 
started dancing in the 

kitchen as well,” he chuck-
led. “With where we are at 
in life, this will definitely be 
life-changing.”

For Swityk and his wife 
specifically, it means they 
have more options when it 
comes time to get a new ve-
hicle in the next year.

“It’s just going to give us 
less stress and more op-
tions for retirement,” he 

smiled. “We will be more 
comfortable.”

Swityk purchased his win-
ning LOTTO MAX ticket 
from Hardy’s Your Indepen-
dent Grocer at 16 Superior 
Street in Devon. He won 
his prize by matching one 
of the MAXILLIONS selec-
tions in the December 23 
LOTTO MAX draw: 1, 29, 37, 
39, 43, 45, and 50.
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CANADA BEGINS NEW “30 DAYS OR 
FREE” GUARANTEE FOR PASSPORT 

PROCESSING
Submitted by Govern-

ment of Canada

The Government of 
Canada is strengthening 
accountability for pass-
port processing by intro-
ducing a new guarantee 
for passport services.

Today, the Honour-
able Lena Metlege Diab, 
Minister of Immigration, 
Refugees and Citizen-
ship, announced that, 
effective April 1, 2026, 
applicants will receive a 
full refund of their pass-
port or travel document 
fee if it takes more than 
30 business days to pro-
cess their application. If 
processing exceeds 30 

business days, refunds 
will be issued automat-
ically. Processing time 
starts when a complete 
application is received 
and ends when the pass-
port or travel document 
is printed and verified. 
It does not include mail-
ing time. A complete 
application includes a 
filled-out form, all re-
quired documents, such 
as a passport photo that 
meets requirements, and 
the full payment of fees.

The “30 days or free” 
guarantee provides a 
clear and consistent 
standard for applicants, 
no matter how they ap-
ply. Most passport ap-

plications are processed 
within service standards, 
but applicants should be 
compensated when the 
government does not 
meet them.

This initiative is part of 
ongoing efforts to im-

prove passport and trav-
el document services, 
and provide a more con-
sistent and predictable 
experience for appli-
cants.
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STRYCHNINE EMERGENCY USE 
REGISTRATION: MINISTER SIGURDSON

Submitted by Govern-
ment of Alberta

Minister of Agriculture 
and Irrigation RJ Sigurd-
son issued the following 
statement on the feder-
al decision on the use of 
strychnine for pest con-
trol:

“I am pleased that the 
federal Pest Manage-
ment Regulatory Agency 
(PMRA) has accepted Al-
berta and Saskatchewan’s 
re-submission for emer-
gency use registration 
for two per cent liquid 
strychnine for Richard-
son’s ground squirrel con-
trol. We heard concerns 
from farmers and ranch-
ers across the prairies and 
successfully advocated on 
their behalf for the federal 

government to reverse its 
decision.

“This decision means 
that many prairie farm-
ers will have another tool 
back in their toolbox for 
gopher control. Alber-
ta’s producers have faced 
significant challenges 
managing Richardson’s 
ground squirrels and the 
loss of this effective con-
trol method has been dif-
ficult and costly for many 
in the agriculture sector. 
Some of Alberta’s produc-
ers saw thousands of dol-
lars in crop and pasture 
damage last year alone, 
and many faced livestock 
injuries and equipment 
damage.

“I’d like to thank Premier 
Danielle Smith for her ad-
vocacy directly to Prime 

Minister Carney. Ensur-
ing we have open lines 
of communication from 
the provincial to feder-
al government is crucial 
to resolving issues of this 
nature.

“I also extend my grat-
itude to federal Minister 
Heath MacDonald for his 
work on ensuring this is-
sue was resolved.

“I’m proud to work 
alongside Saskatchewan 
Minister David Marit on 
this application to ensure 
both provinces secure ac-
cess to this effective con-
trol measure.

“We are working to pro-
cure supply and fully im-
plement the agreement 
as soon as possible, and 
we will continue to work 
closely with farmers and 

ranchers across the prov-
ince in the coming days to 
share more information.

“Farmers and ranchers 
across the prairies work 
tirelessly to feed Cana-
dians and the world and 
they are already excellent 
stewards of the land. They 
know that responsible 
pesticide use is crucial to 
reducing environmental 
impact.

“We remain committed 
to finding pest manage-
ment alternatives that 
will protect both our ag-
riculture sector and rural 
infrastructure from the 
impacts of agricultural 
pests.”
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IMPLEMENTING BUDGET 2026
Submitted by Government of 

Alberta

As part of Budget 2026, pro-
posed legislation will help the 
government move forward on key 
initiatives while ensuring every 
tax dollar is spent where it mat-
ters most.

Proposed amendments to the 
Financial Statutes Amendment 
Act, 2026 will focus supports on 
those most in need, attract in-
vestment, improve government 
efficiency and ensure Alberta’s 
laws remain responsive. The bill 
will also help build a solid insur-
ance framework ahead of the new 
care-first auto insurance system 
being implemented in 2027.

Alberta’s government is imple-
menting a care-first auto insur-
ance system to ensure Albertans 
receive better, faster and more re-
liable insurance coverage. To im-
plement care-first, the province is 
making the necessary legislative 
changes to transition to the new 
model by Jan. 1, 2027.

If passed, amendments to the 
Automobile Insurance Act and 
the Insurance Act will strengthen 
Alberta’s insurance framework by 
improving clarity, transparency 
and consumer protections. This 
made-in-Alberta approach will 
reduce the time and money spent 
on litigation, helping deliver more 
stable and predictable auto insur-
ance rates for drivers.

The Alberta Enterprise Corpora-
tion Act and the Alberta Research 
and Innovation Act

As part of Budget 2026, Alber-
ta’s government is introducing 
amendments to the Alberta En-
terprise Corporation Act and the 
Alberta Research and Innovation 
Act to enable Alberta Innovates 
and the Alberta Enterprise Corpo-
ration to co-invest as a minority 
partner in Alberta-based knowl-
edge-based industry companies.

If passed, these amendments 
give Alberta Innovates and the 
Alberta Enterprise Corporation a 
new tool to help Alberta technol-
ogy companies access the growth 
capital they need to scale, create 
jobs and compete globally while 
ensuring government invest-
ments are market-validated and 
generate returns for Albertans.

The Seniors Benefit Act 
Alberta’s government is sup-

porting Alberta’s most vulnerable 
citizens while ensuring the long-

term sustainability of critical so-
cial programs. Alberta’s seniors 
population is growing at an un-
precedented pace, with more than 
one million Albertans projected 
to be seniors by 2035. Within 20 
years, one in five Albertans will 
be over the age of 65; however, 
Alberta will continue to have the 
highest low-income threshold 
for seniors in Canada and offers 
amongst the highest benefit rates 
in the country.

If passed, amendments to the 
Seniors Benefit Act would enact 
the nine per cent threshold ad-
justment announced in Budget 

2026 for non-deductible income 
under the seniors low-income 
threshold. Low-income seniors 
will continue to receive robust 
support through multiple pro-
grams, including monthly income 
supplements, accommodation 
supports and assistance for 
health expenses, home repairs 
and property taxes. This adjust-
ment balances fiscal responsibil-
ity while protecting the long-term 
sustainability of programs se-
niors rely on.

“Alberta seniors built this prov-
ince, and we’re backing them with 
more than $6.6 billion in supports 

this year alone. The unprecedent-
ed growth of our senior popula-
tion is putting real pressure on 
the system, which is why we’re 
making sure that support goes to 
the people who need it most while 
still maintaining amongst the 
highest and most robust supports 
in the country – so all Albertans, 
including our most vulnerable, 
can live and age with dignity.”

Jason Nixon, Minister of Assist-
ed Living and Social Services 

Budget 2026 is focused on what 
matters, makes disciplined choic-
es, and takes decisive action.



Page 10     CommunityVOICE April 8, 2026



CommunityVOICE     Page 11April 8, 2026



Page 12     CommunityVOICE April 8, 2026



CommunityVOICE     Page 13April 8, 2026

Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-
6813

Cherhill Community Assoc. 
Hall, Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-2468

Darwell Seniors, Phone 
Debra 780-785-2907

Duffield Hall,780-722-5083, 
780-892-2425

Entwistle Community 
League Hall Rentals, Call 
Verna Burke 780-716-2304

Entwistle Senior’s Drop In 
Centre, Elmer 587-784-5038 
or Glennis 727-4367 Mon-Fri

Evansburg Senior’s Heritage 
House, Paul 621-6148

Evansburg Legion, upper hall 
250 people, 727-3879

Fallis Community Hall, 	
Kim/Rick 587-415-8177

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) Bobbi 
780-270-5830

Keephills Hall 
keephillsrentals@gmail.com 
(780) 919-6590 keephillshall.
com Contact Hayley Butz

Lake Romeo PeaVine Hall, 
785-2700

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Mackay Community Hall, 
Stanley 780-712-0371

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond 
Centre, 786-4044

Moon Lake Community Hall,  
780-727-2370

Park Court Hall, call or text 
Karyn 780-712-3918

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Pioneer Centre, Spruce Grove 
780-962-5020 or email

Ravine Community Hall, 
Dawna @ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 
967-3696 or 967-5710

Rosenthal Community Hall, 
963-7984

Seba Beach Pavilion, 780-
797-3863

Seba Seniors Centre, May 
Hall, 780-797-3087 or info@
sebaseniors.ca

Stony Plain Seniors Drop in 
Centre hall available for rent. 
Capacity 125. Address 5018 
51 Ave, Stony Plain. Phone 
780-963-4707 or email 
stonyplainseniors@gmail.
com for info.

Smithfield Community Hall, 
780-717-3714

Tomahawk & District Sports 
Agra, Bookings: Kathy 780-
621-8308

Wabamun Jubilee Hall, 780-
727-3947.

Wabamun Senior Citizens 
Hall - TEXT Booking requests 
to Russ @ 780-864-7781

Wildwood Community Hall, 
325-2180 or 780-325-2270

Wildwood Senior Citizens 
Hall-TEXT Booking request to 
Russ @ 780-864-7781

Wildwood Rec Complex 325-
2077 or 514-8944

Woodbend Hall rentals@
woodbendhall.com 
woodbendhall.com/rentals 
26002 Twp Rd 514, Parkland 
County

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  
All utilities included, 55 inch 
tv with Satellite.  Double 
beds, furnished bachelors 
with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with 
full kitchen available. Starting 
at $1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

2 bdr for 1st April on 3rd floor.  

text Ivka at 780 807-1300 or 
call Elma at 780 234-4504

For Sale
Firewood for sale		
Seasoned Split Firewood	
Birch Tamerack Spruce/Pine 
and Poplar 1/2 Cord and Full 
Cords Pickup/Delivery 780-
951-1076

Seed Oats, 98 % germination, 
Fusarium tested, No wild 
oats, Glyphosate free, 
greenfeed/silage & milling 
varieties, Can deliver On farm 
scale, jamesbeniuk@gmail.
com. Woodland Lumber 780-
621-2229

Wanted
Pasture for rent. Must have 
water and befenced. 80 to 
360 acres. 780-916-2333

Collectables 
I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, 
AMMUNITION AND WWI & 
WWII COLLECTABLES. CALL 
JAY @ 780-686-1350



SERVICE DIRECTORY
Page 14     CommunityVOICE April 8, 2026



SERVICE DIRECTORY
CommunityVOICE     Page 15April 8, 2026



Page 16     CommunityVOICE April 8, 2026


