
Serving: Carvel, Darwell, Drayton Valley, Duffield, Entwistle, Evansburg, Fallis, Gainford,
Parkland County, Seba Beach, Tomahawk, Wabamun, Wildwood, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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WILDFIRE NEAR BEAU RAND 
ESTATES CONTAINED

RECOGNIZING SCHOOL BUS 
DRIVER APPRECIATION DAY!

Submitted by Parkland 
County

Parkland County Fire 
Services has contained 
the wildfire near Beau 
Rand Estates, and there is 
no further danger to the 
public. Crews will con-
tinue to monitor the area 
and extinguish hot spots 
as needed.

The fire was first report-
ed shortly after 11 a.m. on 
Sunday, May 3rd. Thanks 

to advance planning, 
pre-positioned resources 
and a quick response, the 
fire was contained with no 
reported injuries and no 
loss of structures. 

With conditions indi-
cating high fire potential 
heading into the weekend, 
including elevated winds 
and fire weather indi-
ces, Fire Services proac-
tively placed a helicopter 
on standby and had wild-
fire crews at the ready. 

Once dispatched, the heli-
copter was on scene with-
in 30 minutes, conducting 
water drops to slow the 
spread of the fire while 
ground crews focused on 
protecting nearby homes 
and fighting the fire di-
rectly. Additional con-
tainment efforts included 
creating a fire guard and 
support from air tankers. 

Parkland County would 
like to thank our fire 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by GYPSD

Today, Grande Yellow-
head Public School Divi-
sion (GYPSD) joins school 
boards across the province 
to celebrate School Bus 
Driver Appreciation Day. 
This day serves as a formal 
recognition of the dedicated 
professionals who ensure 
the safe, reliable transpor-
tation of our students every 
single day.

One school bus. One driv-
er. Hundreds of kilometers. 
For many families, student 

transportation is a vital 
service, and for GYPSD, 
it remains a top priority. 
Whether navigating the 
quiet roads of a rural com-
munity or the busier streets 
of a larger center, our driv-
ers are committed to get-
ting students exactly where 
they need to be.

The spirit of gratitude is 
felt deeply across the Divi-
sion, with many schools in 
our various communities 
hosting local celebrations 
for their drivers today. For 
example, at Parkland Com-

posite High School (PCHS), 
the morning was filled with 
festive appreciation. Trans-
portation Director Chris-
tine Van Neck joined PCHS 
Principal Basaraba to per-
sonally greet drivers and 
hand out gifts and small 
bags of appreciation as they 
completed their routes. The 
celebration even featured a 
bit of flair, as a trio of PCHS 
staff members dressed up 
to perform a special dance, 
bringing smiles and laugh-
ter to the drivers to 

Continued on Page 3
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Wildfire Near Beau Rand Estates 
Contained

Continued from Page 1

crews and support staff, 
mutual aid partners from 
Stony Plain and Devon, 
provincial support from 
Alberta Wildfire, and 
the teams from Fire and 
Flood, Delta Aviation and 
Alexander Forest Ser-
vices. The coordinated re-
sponse was instrumental 
to the fire’s quick contain-
ment. 

Although wildfire sea-
son has just begun in the 
County, crews have al-
ready responded to nearly 
30 fires since the start of 
the year that had the po-
tential to become serious 
very quickly, especially 
during dry and windy pe-
riods like the ones we are 

currently experiencing. 
Acting Fire Chief Robert 

Malchow said fire bans 
and restrictions are based 
on careful monitoring of 
local conditions and the 
resources available to re-
spond. 

“Parkland County has 
a large, diverse land-
scape and conditions may 
vary widely depending 
on where you are. When 
Parkland County puts 
fire restrictions or bans 
in place, those decisions 
are not made lightly. We 
closely monitor local con-
ditions, fire behaviour, the 
fire weather index, and 
the availability of local, 
regional and provincial 
emergency resources to 
inform those decisions. 

Wildfires escalate quick-
ly and draw resources 
from across the region. 
When that happens, it can 
affect our ability to re-
spond to other emergen-
cies in the County or to 
assist neighbouring mu-
nicipalities. 

Help our fire crews by 
doing your part; please re-
spect the fire ban, have an 
emergency plan in place, 
and book a FireSmart 
home assessment. Pre-
vention is one of the most 
important tools we have 
to help keep our commu-
nities safe.”

May 13, 2026
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PARKLAND RCMP RESPOND TO FATAL 
MOTOR VEHICLE COLLISION

Submitted by Parkland 
RCMP

On May 4, 2026, around 
11:04 a.m., Parkland 
RCMP responded to a 
fatal motor vehicle col-
lision between a South-
bound semi-truck and 
a Northbound pickup 
truck near Township 
Road 524 and Highway 
770. Both vehicles subse-
quently caught fire. 

The 62-year-old male 

driver of the semi-truck 
was able to exit his ve-
hicle, was assessed at 
scene and transported to 
hospital. 

As the investigation 
continued, it was con-
firmed that the pickup 
truck had a sole oc-
cupant, who was pro-
nounced deceased at the 
scene. Parkland RCMP 
extend their condolences 
to the family and friends 
of the deceased. 

An RCMP collision 
analyst from Parkland 
RCMP attended the 
scene, and RCMP’s Real 
Time Operations Centre 
in Edmonton was en-
gaged. Police would like 
to thank Stony Plain Fire 
& Parkland Fire for re-
sponding to the collision, 
while Parkland County 
Enforcement Services 
and LEDCOR assisted 
with traffic detours.  

Recognizing School Bus Driver Appreciation Day!
Continued from Page 1

recognize their hard work.
On School Bus Driver Ap-

preciation Day—and indeed 
every day—Grande Yellow-

head Public School Division 
extends a sincere thank 
you to all our bus drivers. 
We recognize your service, 
support, and unwavering 

dedication to our students 
and their families through-
out the entire school year.

We invite our entire com-
munity to join us today in 

saying “thank you” to the 
drivers who keep our stu-
dents moving toward a 
bright future.

May 13, 2026
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ALBERTA RCMP GIVES MOTORCYCLE 
SAFETY REMINDERS

Submitted by Alberta 
RCMP

Motorcycle season has 
arrived, and the Alberta 
RCMP is providing safe-
ty reminders to riders and 
other motorists. By being 
aware of each other, follow-
ing traffic laws and practic-
ing safe driving behaviours, 
everyone can stay safe on 
the roads. 

Last year, in Alberta RCMP 
jurisdiction, there were 288 
reported collisions involv-
ing motorcycles. As a result 
of these collisions, there 
were 259 injuries and 16 fa-
talities.   

Help stay safe this riding 
season by following the be-
low tips: 

•Complete a pre-ride 
check. Take time before get-
ting on your bike to check 
fluids, tires, lights/signals, 
chains and the overall con-
dition of the motorcycle. 
Refer to Alberta Transpor-
tation’s Rider Guide for a 
checklist. 

•Gear up. Riders and pas-
sengers must wear helmets 
that meet safety require-
ments and state the date of 
manufacture. A proper coat, 
pants, boots that cover the 
ankles, gloves and shat-
ter-proof eyewear can re-
duce the risk of injury in the 
event of a collision. Avoid 
buying used helmets as they 
could have defects. 

•Be bright and in sight. 
Stay in sight of larger vehi-
cles and avoid blind spots. 
Wear a high visibility jacket 
and helmet, in colours such 
as orange, yellow or white 
to be noticeable on the road. 

•Maintain a safe following 
distance. Stay clear of loose 
gravel or rocks thrown by 
other vehicles on roadways 
and be cautious as excess 
debris and sand may affect 
tire traction and overall 

handling. 
•Avoid speeding and 

weaving. Speeding in and 
out of traffic on a motorcy-
cle is illegal and dangerous. 
Safe handling, and sharing 
the road responsibly, reduc-
es the risk of collision. 

•Don’t show off. Just be-
cause your bike can do it, 
doesn’t mean your bike 
should do it. Slow down on 
unfamiliar roadways and 

don’t feel pressure to keep 
up with more experienced 
riders. 

“We can all work togeth-
er for a safe riding season,” 
says Sgt. Darrin Turnbull, 
Alberta RCMP Traffic. “Last 
May saw 45 motorcycle col-
lisions, making up approx-
imately 16% of the total for 
last year. Look out for each 
other on the roads. If you’re 
in a vehicle, make sure to 

complete a full check be-
fore changing lanes to 
ensure motorcycles and 
smaller vehicles aren’t in 
your path.”
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ALBERTA IS GEARED UP AND READY 
FOR WILDFIRE SEASON

RCMP MAJOR CRIMES INVESTIGATING 
MASKWACIS HOMICIDE

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

With trained crews, prepared 
air response, strong municipal 
partnerships and its Alberta 
Wildfire Mitigation Strategy, 
Alberta is ready for the 2026 
wildfire season. 

Alberta is set for the 2026 
wildfire season with trained 
crews and prepared equipment 
in place.

The province has hired more 
than 550 seasonal firefighters 
for this wildfire season and 
has access to hundreds more 
through contracts and mutual 
aid agreements should they be 
needed.

“Protecting our communi-
ties, forests and critical infra-
structure from the threats of 
wildfire is a top priority for 
Alberta’s government. We’re 
taking action so Albertans, our 
municipal partners and our 
communities can feel safer 
and more prepared during the 
2026 wildfire season. Through 
partnerships, education, risk 
reduction and the use of new 
technology, we’re using all 
available tools to create a more 
wildfire-resilient Alberta.”

Todd Loewen, Minister of 
Forestry and Parks 

Crews are prepared to re-
spond to wildfires anywhere in 
the province. They are trained 
for both quick response and 
long-term firefighting, and new 
partnerships will bolster wild-
fire mitigation and response to 
keep Albertans safe.

Alberta’s government con-
tinues to invest in improved 

air attack capabilities to better 
support crews on the ground. 
This includes helicopters with 
night-vision capability for 
around-the-clock aerial sup-
port, and hoist-equipped he-
licopters that can safely move 
firefighters into and out of dif-
ficult-to-reach terrain.

“Alberta’s government has 
been meticulous in their work 
in wildfire response. They un-
derstood early on what the 
CL-215-T could do, and they 
built their aerial suppression 
program around it. When a 
fire breaks out here, those air-
craft are in the air fast, scoop-
ing from the nearest lake and 
dropping before the fire has a 
chance to establish itself. That 
is the advantage. It is not just 
the aircraft, it is the fact that 
Alberta has them, they are 
maintained, the crews know 
them, and they are ready. That 
kind of readiness is what keeps 
a small fire from becoming a 
disaster.”

Paul Lane, vice-president 
and COO, Airspray Canada 

In March, Alberta announced 
a $400-million contract with 
De Havilland Canada for five 
new, made-in-Alberta water-
bombers. Together these tools 
will improve safety, effective-
ness and coordination between 
air and ground crews.

Alberta also has a network 
of airbases across the prov-
ince that allow aircraft to be 
deployed where they are need-
ed most. Partnerships with 
communities and airstrips are 
essential to getting these re-
sources in the air where and 

when they needed to be.
“When a wildfire threatens a 

community, Albertans count 
on their local firefighters to be 
ready. That’s why we’re invest-
ing in the training they need to 
respond safely and effectively, 
because strong local fire ser-
vices are the backbone of our 
wildfire defence, and we’re 
making sure they have the 
tools and skills to protect the 
people they serve”

Dan Williams, Minister of 
Municipal Affairs 

New this year, Alberta is in-
troducing the Mutual Aid In-
centive Pilot for the 2026 wild-
fire season. The program offers 
municipalities up to $125,000 
to support wildfire response 
and encourages them to ask for 
provincial assistance sooner. 
With wildfires becoming more 
frequent and severe, the costs 
of responding to wildfires is 
significant for all levels of gov-
ernment, including Alberta’s 
municipalities. This new pilot 
program will lower financial 
barriers that may have delayed 
mutual aid requests in the past 
and help reduce the immediate 
cost concerns for municipali-
ties.

“The Mutual Aid Incentive 
Pilot is the kind of program 
that makes a real difference at 
the municipal level. With up to 
$125,000 dedicated to wildfire 
response, we can act decisive-
ly the moment a fire threat-
ens our community. Sturgeon 
County sits in a landscape that 
demands we move fast, and 
this program empowers us to 
do exactly that while strength-

ening the provincial-munici-
pal partnership that protects 
Alberta”

Alanna Hnatiw, mayor of 
Sturgeon County 

Alberta’s government will 
continue to rely on the expand-
ed Wildland Urban Interface 
teams made up of specially 
trained municipal firefighters, 
to provide an added line of 
defence for communities and 
critical infrastructure threat-
ened by wildfires. This work 
builds on other municipal-lev-
el wildfire mitigation and resil-
ience measures, such as com-
munity fireguards, FireSmart 
programs, and the Community 
Hazardous Fuels Reduction 
Program. 

 
“As MLA for West Yellow-

head, my constituents know 
well the risks each wildfire 
season brings. Our govern-
ment has taken lessons from 
previous events to strengthen 
mitigation, preparedness and 
response. As another season 
begin, we are ready and fo-
cused on supporting at-risk 
communities across the prov-
ince”

Martin Long, Minister of In-
frastructure 

Our government will contin-
ue to use all available tools and 
technology to assess wildfire 
risk, predict where wildfires 
may start and respond quickly 
to protect forests, infrastruc-
ture, communities and all Al-
bertans.

Submitted by RCMP Major 
Crimes

On May 1, 2026, at approx-
imately 10:20 p.m., Maskwa-
cis RCMP was dispatched to a 
possible stabbing in Louis Bull 

First Nation. Officers respond-
ed, as well as EMS, and located 
a victim bleeding from a neck 
wound. First aid was rendered; 
however, the 21-year-old Louis 
Bull resident, was declared de-
ceased at the scene. 

RCMP Major Crimes Unit was 
called and has taken carriage 
of the investigation. An autop-
sy was completed on May 4, 
2026, at the Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner in Calgary, 
and the manner of death was 

confirmed to be homicide. 
If you have any information 

regarding this homicide, please 
call the Maskwacis RCMP de-
tachment at 780-585-3767
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Camp Encounter, Vincent 
Mireau - Camp Director. 
director@campencounter.com. 
C: 780-504-2012 W: 780-967-
2548

Cherhill Community Assoc. Hall, 
Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-2468

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 
780-785-2907

Duffield Hall,780-722-5083, 780-
892-2425

Entwistle Community League 
Hall Rentals, Call Verna Burke 
780-716-2304

Entwistle Senior’s Drop In 
Centre, Elmer 587-590-7324 or 
Glennis 727-4367 Mon-Fri

Evansburg Senior’s Heritage 
House, Paul 621-6148

Evansburg Legion, upper hall 
250 people, 727-3879

Fallis Community Hall, 	
Kim/Rick 587-415-8177

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) Bobbi 780-
270-5830

Keephills Hall keephillsrentals@
gmail.com (780) 919-6590 
keephillshall.com Contact 
Hayley Butz

Lake Isle Community 
Hall, HWY 633 rr 55, 
lakeislefarmersassocition@

gmail.com, contact: 780-725-
2533

Lake Romeo PeaVine Hall, 785-
2700

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Mackay Community Hall, Stanley 
780-712-0371

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 
786-4044

Moon Lake Community Hall,  
780-727-2370

Park Court Hall, call or text Karyn 
780-712-3918

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Pioneer Centre, Spruce Grove 
780-962-5020 or email

Ravine Community Hall, Dawna 
@ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 967-
3696 or 967-5710

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-
7984

Seba Beach Pavilion, 780-797-
3863

Seba Seniors Centre, May 
Hall, 780-797-3087 or info@
sebaseniors.ca

Smithfield Community Hall, 
780-717-3714

Tomahawk & District Sports 
Agra, Bookings: Kathy 780-621-
8308

Wabamun Jubilee Hall, 780-727-
3947.

Wabamun Senior Citizens Hall 
Call Barb 780-892-2263

Wildwood Community Hall, 325-
2180 or 780-325-2270

Wildwood Senior Citizens Hall-
TEXT Booking request to Russ @ 
780-864-7781

Wildwood Rec Complex 325-
2077 or 514-8944

Woodbend Hall rentals@
woodbendhall.com 
woodbendhall.com/rentals 
26002 Twp Rd 514, Parkland 
County
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
For Rent

Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch tv with 
Satellite.  Double beds, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with 
full kitchen available. Starting 
at $1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

2bdr available at 4932 50a ave. 
Entwistle, AB Rent $970 DD $500 
Including heat, water, parking, 
laundry. Tenant pays electricity. 
Smoking free building. Please 
contact Ivka 780.807-1300 or 
Elma 780 234-4504

For Sale
Firewood for sale		
Seasoned Split Firewood	
Birch Tamerack Spruce/Pine 
and Poplar 1/2 Cord and Full 
Cords Pickup/Delivery 780-951-
1076

Seed Oats, 98 % germination, 
Fusarium tested, No wild oats, 
Glyphosate free, greenfeed/
silage & milling varieties, 
Can deliver On farm scale, 
jamesbeniuk@gmail.com. 
Woodland Lumber 780-621-2229

Cleaning
Ceiling & Wall Cleaning *Stipple 
& California Knock Down 
*Smoke and Odor Removal 
*15% Discount with this ad *We 
travel to acreages & farms	
Call Nano Clean 780-914-0323 
Edmonton & Area

Wanted
Pasture for rent. Must have 
water and befenced. 80 to 360 
acres. 780-916-2333

Kitchen Staff needed. Camp 
Yowochas – YWCA Edmonton. 
Located on Wabamun Lake. 
Please call 1-825-901-2993 or 
email careers@ywcaedm.org

Services  

Stump Grinding for Hire - 
Alberta Beach & surrounding 
area. Call 780-779-3589

Collectables 
I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, AMMUNITION 

AND WWI & WWII 
COLLECTABLES. CALL JAY @ 
780-686-1350
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