
Serving: Alberta Beach, Barrhead, Calahoo, Cherhill, Darwell, Glenevis, Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne County,
Mayerthorpe, Onoway, Rich Valley, Rochfort Bridge, Sangudo, Whitecourt, Spruce Grove and Stony Plain.
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BARRHEAD RCMP 
INVESTIGATE FIREARM 

COMPLAINT

WHITECOURT RCMP CHARGE 
TWO AFTER FIREARMS 

COMPLAINT

HELP FEED FAMILIES IN 
ONOWAY!

Submitted by Barrhead RCMP
 
On Sept. 10, 2026, at approxi-

mately 1:00 p.m., Barrhead RCMP 
received a report of an individual 
in possession of a possible firearm 
inside Barrhead Composite High 
School. 

As a precaution, Barrhead Com-
posite High School was placed in a 
hold and secure status. 

Police quickly attended the 
school and conducted an initial 
investigation, locating the suspect. 

The hold and secure status of 
the school lasted approximately 

30 minutes. Police are taking this 
threat and all other incidents seri-
ously and continue to investigate. 

Barrhead RCMP remain commit-
ted to ensuring the public safety of 
our community and will continue 
to respond promptly to any con-
cerns that are brought forward.

Submitted by Whitecourt 
RCMP

On Sept. 4, 2026, White-
court RCMP received a 911 
call of a confrontation that 
included a male discharg-
ing a firearm in Woodlands 

County. The complainant 
reported that they had lo-
cated a male and female on 
their property on a quad 
who were damaging their 
property. The suspect pre-
sented a handgun and dis-
charged it in the air and 

then pointed it at the com-
plainant. The suspects fled 
the area after loading the 
ATV into a cube van. 

RCMP from Whitecourt, 
Whitecourt Traffic Services, 
Mayerthorpe 

Continued on Page 2

Submitted by Lac Ste Anne 
East Foodbank Society 

Annual Door-to-Door 
Food Drive Returns This 
September

It’s time once again to help 
replenish the shelves at Lac 

St Anne East Foodbank So-
ciety —and we believe that 
families helping families is 
one of the most powerful 
ways to make a difference.

On Saturday, September 
19th, volunteers from Just-
Serve and The Church of Continued on Page 4
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Whitecourt RCMP Charge Two After 
Firearms Complaint
Continued from Page 1

RCMP and RCMP Emer-
gency Response Team 
(ERT) flooded the area and 
located the suspects with 
assistance from the RCMP 
Real Time Operation Cen-
ter. 

As a result of the investi-
gation, the below persons 
were arrested and charged 
with the following offences:

•	 Richard Helewka 
(45), a resident of White-
court, was charged with: 

o	 Pointing a firearm
o	 Discharge firearm 

with intent
o	 Possession of a 

prohibited weapon
o	 Possession of a 

weapon contrary to order
o	 Alter/destroy/re-

move a vehicle identifica-
tion number (VIN)

o	 Fail to comply with 

undertaking
o	 Possession of a 

weapon for dangerous pur-
pose

o	 Possession of a 
firearm with tampered seri-
al number

o	 Mischief under 
$5000.00

o	 Possession of 
property obtained by crime 
over $5000.00

o	 Uttering threats
o	 Disguise with in-

tent to commit an offence
o	 Careless use of a 

firearm
o	 Assault with a 

weapon
•	 Alanda Sisson (31), 

a resident of Woodland 
County, was charged with: 

o	 Possession of 
property obtained by crime 
over $5000.00

o	 Alter/destroy/re-
move a vehicle identifica-

tion number (VIN)
o	 Possession of a 

weapon for dangerous pur-
pose

o	 Possession of a 
firearm with tampered seri-
al number

o	 Possession of a re-
stricted firearm/prohibited 
weapon without licence

Helewka and Sisson were 
brought before a Justice of 
the Peace. Helewka was re-
manded into custody and 
is set to appear in Alberta 
Court of Justice in White-
court on Sept. 8, 2026. Sis-
son was released from cus-
tody with conditions and 
is set to appear in court on 
Sept. 22, 2026.

Whitecourt RCMP would 
also like to thank the public 
for their assistance in locat-
ing the suspects.

September 16, 2026
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THANK YOU!
Submitted by Alberta 

Beach 50+ Club

On Saturday, August 
15th, the Alberta Beach 
%0 plus club hosted the 
27th annual show and 
shine. Thank you to all 
those participants who 
came out to enjoy the 

day. Thank you to all the 
sponsors who donated 
a door prize of a silent 
auction item. Thank 
you to all the volunteers 
who helped to make 
this community event 
successful. Thank you 
to Garry Thomas the 
DJ the music that kept 

everyone entertained 
throughout the day. 

It was a great success.
Penny and Andro

September 16, 2026

Help Feed Families In Onoway!
Continued from Page 1

 Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints in Onaway will be 
going door-to-door to col-
lect non-perishable food 
donations in support of the .

JustServe is a free web-
site and app where com-
munity organizations post 
their volunteer needs, and 
individuals can search for 
opportunities to serve. By 

connecting people with 
meaningful ways to help, 
JustServe strengthens com-
munities and enhances 
quality of life for everyone.

This marks the  7 year that 
the annual food drive has 
taken place in this area, 
with hundreds of gener-
ous donors and volunteers 
coming together to serve.

During the week leading 
up to the food drive, lo-

cal volunteers will deliver 
donation bags to homes 
throughout Onaway. Res-
idents are invited to fill 
the bags with non-perish-
able food and leave them 
on their doorsteps before 
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, Sep-
tember 19th. Volunteers will 
then collect the donations 
and deliver them to the food 
bank for sorting and distri-
bution to local families in 

need.
This food drive is a simple, 

meaningful way for neigh-
bours to support neigh-
bours—and to ensure no 
family goes hungry.

For more information, to 
get involved, or to arrange 
interviews, please contact:

Jennifer Borowski
780-600-5364
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WHITECOURT RCMP INVESTIGATE 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT

CANFOR CULTURE & EVENTS CENTRE 
NEARING COMPLETION

PARKLAND RCMP WARN PUBLIC OF 
BAIL SCAM 

Submitted by Whitecourt 
RCMP

On Aug. 9, 2026, Whitecourt 
RCMP responded to an assault 
complaint where a male was 
found with serious injuries. He 
was transported by EMS to an 
Edmonton hospital due to his 
injuries. A subsequent investi-
gation identified three suspects 
along with information about a 
series of unreported firearm 
discharges in the Whitecourt 
area. On Sept. 4, 2026, a search 

warrant was executed with the 
assistance of the Whitecourt 
GIS, Emergency Response 
Team, and Police Dog Services 
at a location in Whitecourt.

As a result of the investiga-
tion, two suspects have been 
arrested and charged. 

William Desjarlais (36), has 
been charged with the follow-
ing: 

oAggravated assault
oAssault with a weapon
oUnlawful Confinement
oPossession of a firearm 

without a licence (x3)
oReckless discharge of a fire-

arm
oPossession of a restricted 

firearm with ammunition 
oCareless use of a firearm
oUse of a firearm in the com-

mission of an offence
oPossession of a controlled 

substance (x2)
oPossession of body armor 

without a permit
After a Judicial Interim Re-

lease Hearing, Desjarlais was 
remanded into custody and 

is to speak to bail on Sept. 8, 
2026. 

Joyelle Kerr (30) has been 
charged with aggravated as-
sault and unlawful confine-
ment. 

After a Judicial Interim Re-
lease Hearing, Kerr will appear 
in Alberta Court of Justice in 
Whitecourt on Sept. 22, 2026. 

Warrants are being sought for 
a third individual, and it is ex-
pected the additional charges 
will be laid in the future.

Submitted by Town of White-
court

Whitecourt’s newest facili-
ty is nearing completion, and 
will be opening to the public 
next month. After two years of 
construction and lots of antic-
ipation, residents and visitors 
will soon be able to access and 
enjoy the new Canfor Culture & 
Events Centre.

Located in the heart of down-
town Whitecourt, the Canfor 
Culture & Events Centre will 
serve our region and off er 
spaces to host conferences, 
trade shows, events, concerts, 
dance festivals and ceremo-

nies. The Centre includes an 
arts, culture and convention 
centre (theatre), library and 
Town administration office. A 
phased opening of the facility 
is planned, with the arts, cul-
ture and convention centre 
being the first area to open its 
doors to the public starting Oc-
tober 15 for the first scheduled 
event. The Whitecourt Admin-
istration Office is scheduled 
to operate in the new space 
in November, followed by the 
Whitecourt & District Public 
Library.

Clark Builders is finalizing 
the building construction and 
intends to move off the site in 

the coming weeks.
Specialized contractors will 

be onsite over the next several 
weeks to outfit the facility for 
the public.

“As you can imagine, there’s 
an extensive amount of stage 
equipment to install and oth-
er preparations needed for 
the theatre area, and a lot to 
move for the Town Office and 
Library spaces to be fully oper-
ational. Having a soft opening 
and moving in stages will allow 
contractors to complete final 
touches, and provide for effi-
cient use of resources to assist 
with moving,” noted White-
court Mayor Ray Hilts. “The 

arts, culture and convention 
centre has a number of events 
scheduled in October which 
will allow members of the pub-
lic to visit and experience the 
space, and then we plan to host 
a grand opening event in the 
coming months so that we can 
showcase the entire facility to 
the region.”

To get tickets and stay up to 
date on upcoming events at 
the Canfor Culture & Events 
Centre visit whitecourtlive.
ca. Follow the Canfor Culture 
& Events Centre on Facebook 
and Instagram.

Submitted by Parkland RCMP

Parkland RCMP are inves-
tigating a fraud in which an 
individual was deceived into 
depositing $3,000 into a cryp-
tocurrency machine. On Sept. 
10, 2026, the victim received a 
phone call from a male claim-
ing to be police, stating that 
their sister was being charged 
and required bail money. The 
suspect gave the victim the 

location of the machine in Ed-
monton and instructed her to 
make the deposit. 

It is important for the public 
to recognize the red flags in 
these phone calls: 

•	 The caller asks you to 
pay some kind of bail, fine, or 
fee through a gift card, money 
transfer, cryptocurrency, or of-
fers to send someone to pick it 
up from you in person, 

•	 The RCMP will not 

deny anyone medical care 
while waiting for bail, 

•	 The RCMP will not 
offer to drop charges in ex-
change for bail or fines being 
paid, 

•	 The bail system nev-
er solicits money from people, 
nor do they use couriers to 
help in any such process.

Fraudsters can make a call 
appear as though it is coming 
from a legitimate source, in-

cluding police, and advances 
in technology can even allow 
them to mimic a person’s voice. 
If you receive a call claiming a 
loved one has been arrested 
or requires emergency funds, 
do not send money. End the 
call and independently verify 
the information by contacting 
the family member or another 
trusted contact.
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TOP 5 RENOVATION TIPS TO CREATE 
MORE SPACE IN YOUR HOME 

As real estate prices con-
tinue to climb, the cost to 
trade up to a larger home 
is on the upswing across 
the country, especially 
as markets remain ham-
pered by tight inventory 
levels. As a result, more 
and more Americans 
are choosing to renovate 
their current homes in-
stead of relocating. In 
fact, some forecasts pre-
dict that 2015 renovation 
spending could exceed 
the record of $324 bil-
lion set during the peak 
of last decade’s housing 
boom. While the hunt for 
more square footage can 
be challenging, home-
owners shouldn’t feel like 
a costly second story or 
complete addition are 
the only options.

Here are five great ways 
to create or optimize 
space in your existing 
home.

1. Finish an unfinished 
basement. A basement 
renovation can hold lim-
itless potential and in-
crease the resale value 
or income potential of 
your home. Think about 
the possibilities: a home 
theater, office, spare 
bedroom, basement 
apartment or recreation 
room. The key to doing it 
successfully is to focus on 
what’s behind the walls, 
especially since moisture 
is a common issue in 
basements. Choosing the 
right insulation is critical. 
Look for products that 

are vapor permeable, di-
mensionally stable and 
mold and moisture re-
sistant. Many contractors 
use Roxul Comfortboard 
IS semi-rigid sheathing 

board paired with Com-
fortbatt batt insulation to 
combat thermal bridg-
ing and protect against 
mold and mildew 
growth. An added bene-

fit of this type of mineral 
wool insulation is that it’s 
also fire-resistant to 2,150 
F. For interior walls and 
ceilings, Safe 

Continued on Page 10
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Top 5 Renovation Tips To Create More 
Space In Your Home 
Continued from Page 9

‘n’ Sound insulation is 
ideal because of its abil-
ity to absorb noise and 
indoor traffic sounds, 
ensuring your newfound 
space is a peaceful one.

2. Create a more 
open-concept feel with 
light and color. If your 
home wasn’t blessed 
with towering windows, 
installing French doors 
and pot lights can en-
courage light to travel 
more freely, creating the 
illusion of space. Like-
wise, choosing a paint 

color for walls, trim and 
moldings that is lighter 
and cooler in tone (think 
soft grays or blues) will 
help to reflect light and 
give the room a more 
open feel.

3. Remove non-load-
bearing walls. Homeown-
ers have the opportunity 
to rethink the layout of 
their home by removing 
non-load-bearing walls. 
Removing structurally 
unnecessary walls can 
make your whole home 
feel larger, improve flow, 
lighting and the function 

of your home.
4. Convert your garage 

into usable living or work 
space. For many home-
owners, the garage be-
comes an overflow room 
for storage -- and is of-
ten a walk-in headache. 
Convert your garage (or 
a portion of it) into an-
other living space, guest 
bedroom or home office. 
Install carpet and quality 
thermal insulation such 
as Roxul Comfortbatt to 
block outdoor noise and 
keep in warmth.

5. Choose furniture 

and accessories care-
fully. Adopt a minimal-
ist’s eye. Begin looking 
around your home for 
furniture or accesso-
ries that overwhelm the 
space. Interior designers 
recommend choosing 
low-profile or small-scale 
furniture for rooms with 
less square footage. Du-
al-purpose items, such as 
ottomans with storage 
chests inside, are a bud-
get-friendly way to save 
on space while staying 
organized.
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HOW DOES SOLAR ELECTRICITY 
WORK? 

Solar panels are seen 
more and more on roofs 
of residential homes and 
even some businesses. 
Due in part to more ag-
gressive marketing by 
solar energy companies, 
as well as greater aware-
ness by customers, solar 
energy has become in-
creasingly popular in re-
cent years.

The Solar Energy In-
dustries Association¨ 
reports that solar ener-
gy in the United States 
is booming. The associ-
ation offers that, since 

the passage of The Solar 
Investment Tax Credit 
in 2006, solar has expe-
rienced a compound 
annual growth rate of 
more than 60 percent.

While many might as-
sume that environmen-
tal preservation is the 
driving force behind the 
growing popularity of 
solar energy, it’s actual-
ly the financial benefits 
of solar energy that are 
leading the way. One 
Block Off the Grid polled 
nearly 200 solar home-
owners to learn more 

about their motivations 
for going solar. Rough-
ly 75 percent would not 
have gone solar if there 
was no economic ben-
efit to doing so. A num-
ber of people who have 
switched to solar say 
they are getting a high 
rate of return on the in-
vestment. The average 
electricity bill a person 
saw prior to solar energy 
hovered around $177 a 
month. After the conver-
sion, bills were now as 
low as $55.

Those who are still 

pondering the decision 
to go solar may want to 
know more about how 
it works. Although the 
guidelines vary depend-
ing on location and the 
energy company issuing 
the bill, here are some of 
the basics.

Generating solar elec-
tricity

Solar electricity is gen-
erated through a pro-
cess known as the pho-
tovoltaic affect. Sunlight 
shines on solar panels, 
which are mounted 

Continued on Page 12
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How Does Solar Electricity Work? 

Continued from Page 11

on the roof of the home 
or in another prominent 
location. Each panel typ-
ically has between 60 
to 72 solar cells strung 
together. These pho-
tovoltaic cells use the 
irradiation in sunlight 
to stimulate the flow of 
electrons in the semi-
conductor material, 
which creates direct 
current, or DC, electrici-
ty. Systems that directly 
convert the DC to alter-
nating current, or AC, 
the type of power volt-

age used in a house, do 
so by way of an inverter. 
The inverter feeds power 
to the circuit board.

Demand and excess
When the demand 

from a home or business 
is equal to the amount 
of solar power being 
generated, the system 
is working optimally. 
When solar power falls 
a bit short, grid power 
will make up the deficit. 
There’s also the possibil-
ity that excess electricity 
will be produced.

In a grid connect sys-
tem, certain areas may 

operate with a 1:1 net me-
tering policy, states Solar 
Reviews, which offers 
consumer reviews of so-
lar products. This means 
that the utility company 
will credit a homeowner 
1 to 1 for every kilowatt 
hour produced in excess 
because the excess en-
ergy goes back into the 
grid system. This is called 
“back-feeding” the grid. 
It’s handy for powering 
homes at night with 
standard electricity at 
no additional cost. If the 
production of kwhs ex-
ceeds what is purchased 

from the utility each 
year, some utility com-
panies will continue to 
credit for the excess.

Solar electricity sys-
tems are changing the 
way people think about 
energy. With the finan-
cial motivation to do so, 
consumers who em-
brace solar energy are 
helping the environ-
ment while also saving 
money.
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DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR SPECIAL BALLOTS 
CHANGED TO SEPTEMBER 25, 2026

Submitted by Elections 
Alberta

After consulting with 
service providers, Elec-
tions Alberta is moving 
the last day to apply for a 
special ballot forward to 
September 25, 2026.

This step is being taken 
to ensure electors can re-
ceive and return their spe-
cial ballots to Elections 
Alberta’s Edmonton of-
fices by mail by the legis-
lated deadline, 5:00pm on 
October 16, 2026.

“Elections Alberta wants 
to ensure that every elec-
tor who applies for a spe-
cial ballot and returns 
their package by mail can 
do so successfully in the 
time allotted. After assess-
ing current special ballot 

application volumes and 
considering the Thanks-
giving holiday on Monday, 
October 12, we are mak-
ing this change to ensure 
electors have enough time 
to cast their votes by mail,” 
says Gordon McClure, 
Chief Electoral Officer, 
Elections Alberta.

The original deadline to 
apply for a special ballot 
was October 9, 2026. The 
new deadline is Septem-
ber 25, 2026.

Completing special bal-
lot packages

Declarations
Special ballot packages 

include a declaration that 
electors using this voting 
method are required to 
sign and return in their 
special ballot package. It 
contains a line “I declare 

that I am unable to vote at 
an advance voting place 
or a voting place on Elec-
tion Day” that is causing 
concern and confusion 
for electors. We recognize 
this is carryover language 
from a previous version 
of the Election Act which 
required reasons to apply 
for a special ballot.

Electors may cross out 
the statement “I declare 
that I am unable to vote at 
an advance voting place 
or a voting place on Elec-
tion Day” and complete 
the rest of the declaration, 
and Elections Alberta will 
accept it.

The declaration will be 
modified to remove that 
line for special ballots 
packages that have not yet 
been sent out.

Ballot folding
Several electors have ex-

pressed concerns about 
how to fold their ballots in 
their special ballot pack-
age. Elections Alberta will 
accept all ballots returned 
in completed special bal-
lot packages, regardless of 
the way they are folded.

Important Dates for Spe-
cial Ballots

Special ballots mailing 
begins	 September 1, 2026

New deadline to request 
a special ballot	 S e p t e m -
ber 25, 2026

Completed special bal-
lot packages must be re-
ceived by mail at Elections 
Alberta	5:00pm October 
16, 2026
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A NEW VOICE TO SING ALBERTA’S 
SONG

ALBERTA STUDENTS RANK AMONG 
WORLD’S BEST

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

To help grow Alberta’s music 
industry, attract investment 
and support local artists, Al-
berta’s government is welcom-
ing its first music commission-
er.

Alberta’s government is 
proud to welcome Jennifer 
Venance as the province’s in-
augural music commissioner. 
Her appointment marks an im-
portant step in implementing 
the Alberta Music Action Plan, 
which seeks to grow Alberta’s 
music industry.

The music commissioner will 
serve as a central point of con-
tact between our government 
and the music sector, strength-
en Alberta’s musical ecosystem 
and create new opportuni-
ties for musicians across the 
province. The commissioner 
will also help connect indus-
try leaders, support business 
development and champion 
initiatives that create new op-
portunities for Alberta entre-
preneurs and music business-
es.

“From Paul Brandt to Tate 
McRae, Alberta has produced 

some of the world’s best mu-
sical acts. That’s why we’re 
proud to welcome Alberta’s 
first music commissioner, who 
will help more talented artists 
succeed and grow an industry 
that contributes billions of dol-
lars to Alberta’s economy.”

Tanya Fir, Minister of Arts, 
Culture and Status of Women 

The Alberta Music Action 
Plan, which launched in April, 
recognizes music as both a 
source of economic growth 
and cultural pride. The new 
music commissioner will 
build on that momentum by 
advancing strategic partner-
ships, promoting Alberta talent 
and helping the sector reach 
new audiences and markets at 
home and around the world.

Jennifer Venance brings with 
her a proven record of lead-
ership in government, arts 
education and community en-
gagement. Most recently, she 
served as director of K-12 cur-
riculum and French education 
with Alberta Education and 
Childcare. Her more than 20 
years as a musician and music 
educator have also given her 
firsthand knowledge of the in-
dustry as well as the talent, en-

trepreneurship and innovation 
that continue to drive Alberta’s 
music industry forward.

“Music has the power to 
connect people, strengthen 
communities and create eco-
nomic opportunity. Alberta is 
home to extraordinary artists, 
organizations and industry 
leaders and I am honoured to 
serve as the province’s first 
music commissioner. I look 
forward to working alongside 
the sector to build on Alberta’s 
strengths, support growth and 
help create new opportunities 
for Alberta music at home and 
around the world.”

Jennifer Venance, Alberta 
music commissioner 

Building on the proven suc-
cess of Alberta’s Film Com-
mission, the Music Commis-
sion will apply a similar model 
to help grow Alberta’s music 
sector. By connecting artists, 
businesses and industry lead-
ers, the commission will help 
create the conditions for con-
tinued growth while strength-
ening Alberta’s position as a 
destination for music creation, 
performance and investment.

“Alberta’s music sector is ex-
cited to welcome the province’s 

− and Canada’s – first provin-
cial music commissioner. We 
applaud the Government of 
Alberta for recognizing the tre-
mendous economic and cul-
tural opportunities and poten-
tial that come from investing 
in music, and for demonstrat-
ing leadership nationally. We 
look forward to working with 
the new music commissioner 
to advance the economic and 
untapped potential of Alber-
ta’s artists, creators, businesses 
and broader music industry.”

Andrew Mosker, president 
and CEO, National Music Cen-
tre; co-founder and chair, West 
Anthem 

Through the Alberta Music 
Commission, artists, produc-
ers, venues, festivals and music 
retailers will have a dedicated 
champion focused on grow-
ing the sector, strengthening 
industry partnerships and ex-
panding Alberta’s presence 
in the industry. With a keen 
advocate at the table, Alber-
ta’s music sector will be better 
positioned to tackle challeng-
es, seize opportunities and 
continue to grow for years to 
come.

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta

Alberta students contin-
ue to be among the highest 
achievers in Canada and the 
world, according to 2025 
Programme for International 
Student Assessment (PISA) 
results.

The latest PISA results show 
Alberta’s 15-year-old students 
are among the top performers 
in Canada and international-
ly. Alberta ranked first among 
provinces in science and 
reading and second in math-
ematics, behind only Quebec, 
while scoring above both the 
Canadian and international 

averages in all three subjects.
“These outstanding results 

show Alberta students contin-
ue to excel on the world stage. 
They are a testament to the 
hard work of students, teach-
ers, families and school com-
munities across our province. 
Alberta’s government will 
continue to provide students 
with the strong foundation 
they need for future success.”

Demetrios Nicolaides, Min-
ister of Education and Child-
care 

Alberta’s results were also 
comparable to those of lead-
ing education systems such 
as Singapore, Japan, Korea 
and Estonia, with several re-

sults statistically tied.
“Alberta’s strong PISA re-

sults reflect the strength of 
teaching and learning across 
our province. At Christ The 
Redeemer Catholic Schools, 
we are pleased to contribute 
to that success with a strong 
focus on academic rigour, en-
suring every student is sup-
ported to achieve, flourish 
and excel.”

Dr. Matthew McIsaac, chair, 
Christ The Redeemer Catholic 
Schools 

Continued participation in 
PISA provides valuable in-
sight into how students are 
performing compared to their 
peers across Canada and 

other countries, benchmarks 
student achievement against 
national and international 
standards, identifies areas of 
strength and supports ongo-
ing improvements in curric-
ulum and classroom instruc-
tion. 

“We are proud to see CBE 
students achieving strong re-
sults at a global scale. These 
outcomes reflect the positive 
impact of quality teaching 
and a strong system focus on 
student success across our 
increasingly diverse school 
district.”

Laura Hack, chair, Calgary 
Board of Education
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STRENGTHENING PRIMARY CARE IN RURAL 
ALBERTA
Submitted by Govern-

ment of Alberta

Alberta’s $9-million 
additional investment in 
rural primary care is de-
livering results, helping 
clinics recruit providers 
and expand local ser-
vices.

Alberta has invested 
an additional $9 mil-
lion in rural primary 
care, including almost 
$8 million through the 
Rural Team Recruit-
ment Grant to help ru-
ral clinics grow their 
care teams. Through the 
latest grant intake, $3.4 
million was awarded to 
23 clinics across Alberta, 
supporting 53 new full-
time health care posi-
tions in rural and remote 
communities across the 
province.

“These grants are about 
making sure rural Al-
bertans can get the care 
they need in their own 
communities. By helping 
clinics hire more health 
professionals and grow 
their teams, we’re mak-
ing it easier for families 
to get timely, reliable 
care closer to home.”

Justin Wright, Minister 
of Primary and Preven-
tative Health Services 

This investment is help-
ing rural clinics expand 
team-based care and 
improve access to ser-
vices closer to home. The 
Barrhead Family Clinic, 
which received fund-
ing through a previous 
round of the Rural 

Continued on Page 19
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Strengthening Primary Care In Rural Alberta
Continued from Page 18

Team Recruitment 
Grant, increased the 
number of patients 
served by almost 30 per 
cent after recruiting pa-
tient care coordinators. 
The Crowsnest Medical 
Clinic, another previous 
grant recipient, report-
ed that the social worker 
hired through this grant 
has served 98 patients 
with advocacy care co-
ordination and con-
nections to community 
resources that improve 
their care.

“These grants have 
helped us build 
much-needed capacity 
within the Consort Med-
ical Clinic, strengthening 
our primary care team 
and expanding the care 

we can provide locally. 
This investment is help-
ing create more sustain-
able access to primary 
care for our rural com-
munity.”

Kayla Donohue, clinic 
manager, Consort Medi-
cal Clinic 

An additional $1 mil-
lion has been awarded 
to seven municipalities 
through the Municipality 
Supported Clinics Grant 
program to strength-
en local care clinics. 
The funding is support-
ing new staff, including 
medical office assistants, 
managers, navigators 
and virtual clinic coordi-
nators, as well as medical 
equipment, staff training 
and technology.

Funding was provid-

ed to the towns of Pic-
ture Butte, Bruderheim 
and Bow Island, as well 
as to clinics in Lac La 
Biche County, Bashaw, 
Delburne and Consort, 
helping strengthen ac-
cess to primary care in 
these communities. This 
funding has helped Bru-
derheim extended clinic 
hours, Bashaw expand 
from two to five clinic 
days a week and achieve 
same-day appointments, 
and Consort serve 36 per 
cent more patients.

“Communities across 
Alberta are benefiting 
from these investments 
as clinics bring on addi-
tional team members and 
enhance the high-quali-
ty, team-based care that 
rural families rely on.”

Ron Wiebe, parliamen-
tary secretary, Rural 
Health
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Alberta Beach Agliplex, 
abagsociety@gmail.com

Alberta Beach & District Seniors 
50+ Club. Air conditioning! 
Space Available! Val: 780-690-
1655 or Dianne: 780-217-8482

Anselmo Community Hall, 
Phone 780-786-4280

Barrhead Royal Canadian 
Legion: Janet @ 403-938-0012

Bright Bank Hall, 780-968-6813

Cherhill Community Assoc. Hall, 
Kevin 780-785-8153

Darwell Centennial Hall, 780-
892-3099

Darwell Seniors, Phone Debra 
780-785-2907

Glenreagh Community Hall, now 
with free wifi	 Bookings 
call 780-674-4995 Baukje 780-
674-1349 Darren

Goose Lake Hall, Contact Ellen 
780-584-2452

Gunn Hall (G.A.R.S.) Bobbi 780-
270-5830

Hathersage Community 
Centre, Noreen at 786-2946
Lake Isle Community 
Hall, HWY 633 rr 55, 
lakeislefarmerassociation@
gmail.com, 
contact:780-725-2533

Magnolia Hall, 727-2015

Manley Goodwill Community 
Hall, 780-920-3217

Mayerthorpe Diamond Centre, 
Charlotte at 786-4659

Mayerthorpe Legion, 786-2470.

Onoway Community Hall, 780-
967-5338.

Onoway Heritage Center - Gym/
Classrooms, 967-1015

Onoway Legion , 780-973-5361

Park Court Community Hall, 727-
4476

Parkland Village Community 
Centre, 780-298-9155 @
PVCCentre

Pioneer Cantre, Spruce Grove 
780-962-5020 or email.

Ravine Community Hall, Dawna 
@ 325-2460

Rich Valley Community Hall, 
967-5710 or 967-3696

Rosenthal Community Hall, 963-
7984

Sandy Beach Rec Hall, 967-2873

Sangudo Community Hall, 780-
785-3221 or 780-785-2259

Stony Plain Seniors Drop in 
Centre hall available for rent. 
Capacity 125. Address 5018 51 Ave, 
Stony Plain. Phone 780-963-4707 
or email stonyplainseniors@
gmail.com for info. 

Stettin Nakumun Comm. Hall, 
967-9198

Wildwood Senior Citizens Hall - 
Bookings - Tammy 780-667-4841 
(text or phone)

Whitecourt Senior’s Circle Hall 
780-778-4950

Woodbend Hall rentals@
woodbendhall.com 
woodbendhall.com/rentals 
26002 Twp Rd 514, Parkland 
County

For Rent
Completely renovated Motel 
in Onoway, AB. offering daily, 
weekly or monthly rentals.  All 
utilities included, 55 inch tv with 
Satellite.  Double beds, furnished 
bachelors with full kitchen and 
furnished 1 bedrooms with 
full kitchen available. Starting 
at $1050 + tax. Please call for 
viewing, 780-967-4420 www.
onowayinnandsuites.com

For Sale
Firewood for sale		
Seasoned Split Firewood	

Birch Tamerack Spruce/Pine 
and Poplar 1/2 Cord and Full 
Cords Pickup/Delivery 780-951-
1076

Collectables 
I BUY GUNS / GUN 
COLLECTIONS, AMMUNITION 
AND WWI & WWII 
COLLECTABLES. CALL JAY @ 
780-686-1350

Services  

Stump Grinding for Hire - 
Alberta Beach & surrounding 
area. Call 780-779-3589

Cleaning
Specializing in Cleaning *Stipple 
& California Knock Down 
*Office *Restaurant Ceiling Tiles 
*Cigarette Smoke Removal 
*Free Estimates - SENIORS 
DISCOUNT Call Nano Clean 780-
914-0323 Edmonton & area
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If you are a LICENSED, NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION, you are welcome to submit your announcement FREE of charge, space permitting. 
You are required to submit your non-profit number. Call (780) 962-9228. Please note that all submitted event listings must be limited to 

25 words or less (including spaces). DEADLINE: 12 noon Friday prior to publication (Thursdays on long weekends).

COMMUNITY EVENTS
FARMERS MARKETS	          
ALBERTA BEACH: Sundays, 11:30 - 3pm.  
Contact Colleen 587-534-2236  *May - 
September 
BARRHEAD: Saturdays, 10am-1pm at 
Barrhead Agrena. Sherry 780-674-6802 
*May - Dec.
EVANSBURG FARMERS MARKET:  
Every Saturday 10am - 2pm located 
right beside Evansburg Tipple Museum 
780-505-0905 
May-Sept
ONOWAY: Thursdays, 5-8pm at Onoway 
Community Hall. 780-667-6327 or 
onowayfarmersmarket@gmail.com. * 
Starts May 1st.
SPRUCE GROVE: at the Elevator, Sat 
10:00-1:00pm, Info (780)288-6174 *April 
- Dec.
STONY PLAIN: Saturdays, 9am-1pm, 
Community Centre Downtown, Stony 
Plain. 587-982-8303. *April - Dec.
WHITECOURT: Tuesdays 11am-4pm,  
Whitecourt Curling Rink, 779-3062. 
*May - Sept.
BINGO			          
RICH VALLEY COMMUNITY HALL 
BINGO: on September 23 at. 7:30PM
STONY PLAIN SENIOR’S DROP-IN 
CENTRE, public bingo every Tues, 7pm. 
All ages welcome. Phone (780) 963-
6685
WHITECOURT SENIORS CIRCLE, Every 
Tuesday. Open @ 5pm, 1st call @ 6:45pm, 
Nevadas, Concession. 780-778-4950 
*Sept - June
MEAT DRAWS		             
ALBERTA BEACH: Lac Ste Anne 
Community Choir & Museum Meat 
Draw/Prizes - Every Sundays, 3:00pm at 
Jungle’s Bar & Grill.
BARRHEAD ROYAL CANADIAN 
LEGION: Fridays 6:00pm. Chase the Ace, 
$25 Gift card & 50/50. Light lunch and 
fun.
C.A.N. COMMUNITIES OF ALBERTA 
NETWORKING FOR SENIORS, Spruce 
Grove At Pioneer Center. first market 
March 25 1 - 5:30pm 
DARWELL MARKET & MEAT DRAW 
4th Sat of the month. till 4:30 ( year 
round) All is welcome Lisa @ 780-233-
0700
GUNN HALL Wednesdays during the 
Jamboree Doors Open @ 6:30pm
JUNGLES BAR AND GRILL Saturday’s 
3-6pm Alberta Beach 3rd Sunday a 
month at Wally’s Bar and Grill,  Onoway  
ONOWAY ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION: 
Fridays, Ph. 780-967-5361
STONY PLAIN ROYAL CANADIAN 
LEGION BR# 256: Saturdays @ 3:00pm.-
5:00 pmMeat Draw & 50/50.
MAYERTHORPE ROYAL CANADIAN  
LEGION: June -Fridays from 4 - 8 pm 
Pub Night//Meat Draw & 50/50
WHITECOURT LEGION: Saturdays 
3:00pm. Located downtown behind the 
CIBC. 
MEALS ON WHEELS	           
ONOWAY: LSAC Div 1 & 2, East of Hwy 
43. Hazel Bourke: 780.967.2338 or 
bhbourke@icloud.com
WEST END: Sangudo, Mayerthorpe 
& west end of LSAC. Jill: 780.785.2924 
or Donna: 780.785.3118 or email: 
westendmow@outlook.com
JAMBOREES		             
CARVEL: 2nd Sunday of month. $6 lunch 
served. Info 780-991-3001
DUFFIELD: Oct 26  $20, Entertainers 
$10. Doors open @ 4pm Dinner @ 5pm, 
late lunch and 50/50.
. *Sept - May. except dec.
Edmonton Northwest Senior’s 
Center: 12963 - 120st NW, Every Wed 
From 1-3:30pm Aug & Sept Admin: 
$5 non members $2 members Yearly 
membership $30
GUNN HALL Wednesdays Doors Open 
@ 6:30pm Music starts @ 7pm
STONY PLAIN: Stony Plain Seniors Drop 
In Center, 5018 - 51 Ave. Every 1st & 3rd 

Thurs of month, 6:30pm, $2.
SUMMERDALE  2nd Sunday of month. 
Bring a snack. Watch FBS Summerdale 
jamboree for updates.
780-674-0263.
3 day event Sept 17,18,19,20 catered 
meals, free camping

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly)          
SANGUDO: Tues 5pm at Golden Club. 
Toni (780)786-4612
STONY PLAIN: Thurs evening at 
5:30PM, Stony Plain Library. Susan (780) 
968-0869
SPRUCE GROVE: Mon at 4:30pm at 
Anglican Church, 131 Church Road. 
Betty (780)962-3857
SPRUCE GROVE: Tues at 6:15pm at 
at Anglican Church, 131 Church Road. 
Sharron (780)962-2722
SPRUCE GROVE: Wed at 8:45am at 
Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
303 Church Road. Christiane (780)960-
1109
WILDWOOD: Thurs at 10am at 
Wildwood Hall, Bea (780)727-2129

YOUR COMMUNITY	             
MAYERTHORPE LEGION BR. #126: 
Seniors’ Floor Curling – Thurs @ 1pm. 
Fun Darts – Thurs @ 7pm. Wings Night 
– Every Wed 5-8pm. Steak & Fish Night 
– 1st Friday of month 5-8pm. Everyone 
welcome. For more info please call 780-
786-2470.
ONOWAY ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION: 
Open Tuesdays 7pm to 10pm for 
“Games’’ (pool, shuffleboard, darts, 
cards, etc.) Fridays 3pm-10pm. Friday’s 
Family Friendly Dinner, 5:30pm (open to 
the public).
PROBLEMS WITH DRUG OR ALCOHOL 
ADDICTION in a loved one? Contact 
Drug Rehab Resource free confidential 
consultation. 1-866-649-1594 or www.
drugrehabresource.net.
SPRUCE GROVE ELEVATOR TOURS, 
Tues-Sat, 9:00-3:00pm. Info 960-4600.
UNITED CHURCH THRIFT SHOP: North 
end Curling Rink, Onoway. Open Fri & 
Sat, 10am-2pm.
WATER SAMPLE DROP OFF: Tues 
Onoway Aspen Health Services. Drop 
off 1:00-2:30pm.
SOCIAL EVENTS		        
ALBERTA BEACH & DISTRICT ACTIVE 
50+ CLUB ACTIVITIES: Mon 7pm Darts; 
Tues 7:30pm Crib; Wed 1pm Bridge. 
Thurs 7:30pm Euchre; Mon, Wed, Fri 
8:30am Aerobics/Fitness. Everyone 
Welcome.
BADMINTON: Wed, 7-10pm, Barrhead 
High School Gym. Jamie (780)674-8974 
or (780)674-6974.
BARRHEAD ROYAL CANADIAN 
LEGION: Come play Darts: Thursday @ 
6:45pm. Come join us for a laugh and 
fun!.... oh and the darts.
COME PLAY CRIB: Fridays, 7:00pm at 
Darwell Seniors Hall; lite lunch is served. 
All ages! 
COUNTRY QUILTERS in Stony Plain 
house a “Sew in Tuesday”, 2nd Tuesday 
of every month, from 10-3pm. Drop in 
$5/member, $6/non-members. Contact 
Cindy 780-963-7170.
Darwell Public Skating 7-days weel 
8am - 8pm. more details on Darwellag.
com or Faceboook
JR. SCRAPBOOKING Wed 4–6pm. 
Pre-register by Tues evg. Mayerthorpe 
Public Library www.mayerthorpelibrary.
ab.ca (780)786-2404
ONOWAY & DISTRICT QUILTING 
GUILD: Every Wed, 9-4pm at Onoway 
Golden Club 5023 49ave. 967-4485
ONOWAY GOLDEN CLUB: Cards 
Tuesdays, 1pm. 5023 49 Ave. 780-967-
3436. 
ONOWAY HAVE FUN & GET FIT! 
Excercise Class with Video La Blast. 
Fridays 10:30am at the Drop in Centre, 
5023-49 Ave. PH: 780-967-2056.
PANCAKE/BREAKFAST SOCIAL: 3rd 
Sunday 9:00-11:30am,  Parkland Village 
Community Centre. *except June, July, 

August
RIVER TALKERS TOAST MASTERS 
CLUB, Thursdays, 7-9pm. 32 Whitecourt 
Ave. Hilltop Community Church. Info 
Lorainne 286-5040.
SANGUDO ART CLUB meets every 
Thursday morning at 9am at the 
Sangudo Community School.  New 
members welcome.  For further 
information call Brenda at 780-785-
2402.
SANGUDO LIBRARY Board Games 
7 to 9:30 PM, on first Tuesday every 
month, October 2024 through March 
2025. All ages welcome! More details at 
sangudolibrary.ca
THE ALBERTA WILDLIFE 
WHITECOURT SENIORS CIRCLE DROP 
IN CRIB 1st & 3rd Sundays 1:00pm. 780-
778-4950
WRITERS PROGRAM: Mayerthorpe 
Library, 1st & 3rd Wednesday at 1pm.
MEETINGS		         
1ST ONOWAY SCOUTS: Registration, 
Mondays 6:30-8pm. Beavers 5-7; Cubs 
8-11; Scouts 12-14. Kim 967-4339.
2716 ROYAL CANADIAN ARMY 
CADETS, Wednesdays 6:30-9:00pm at 
Mayerthorpe Legion. Youths 12-18yrs, 
Call 780-515-1842
299 ROYAL CANADIAN SEA CADETS 
CORPS MACKENZIE: Stony Plain 
Comm Center, Wed 6:30pm. Youths 12-
18, 963-0843
3053 Royal Canadian Army Cadet 
Corps- Wednesday 6:45pm Onoway 
Heritage Centre  contact: 3053army@
cadets.gc.ca
526 BARRHEAD AIR CADETS, Wed 
6:30-9:30pm, High School. Ages 12-18. 
780-305-7233
755 PARKLAND AIR CADETS Thurs, 
6:30-9:30pm Muir Lake School, 
ages 12-18. Info call 405-6585 or 
www.755aircadets.com.
AA - MAYERTHORPE, Community 
Service Bldg 4909-49Ave, Thurs 8pm. 
(780) 648-3903 or (780) 779-0155
AA - SANGUDO GOLDEN CLUB, Tues 
8pm call 786-4402/785-9214/785-3599
AA - WHITECOURT, united church side 
door, Mon, Wed, Fri 8pm call 780-424-
5900
AL-ANON Wednesdays, 8pm. Spruce 
Grove United Church, 1A Fieldstone Dr. 
780-962-5205
Hope and Help for Family and Friends, 
New Al-Anon meeting in Spruce Grove 
Wed @ 11am. 1A Fireldstone Dr Church 
Library
ALBERTA 55 PLUS: Villenvue Hall at 
10am. Meetings on 2nd Tues of month. 
Info: Donna 780-962-5933
ALBERTA BEACH & DIST LIONS CLUB 
meets every 4th Tues 7:00pm, Alberta 
Beach Agliplex.
ALBERTA BEACH AG SOCIETY meets 
on the 4th Thurs of month, 7:00pm, 
Alberta Beach Agliplex.
ALBERTA BEACH MUSEUM meets on 
the 3rd Wed, 6:30pm at Admin Bldg 780-
346-8030.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS: The 
Journey of Hope Group, Mondays 8pm, 
Golden Club 5023-49Ave  
BARRHEAD & AREA CANCER 
SUPPORT GROUP: 4th Thurs. 6:30-
8:00pm at Barrhead United Church.
BARRHEAD ROYAL CANADIAN 
LEGION: meeting every 2ndMon of the 
month. All members invited
CHERHILL COMMUNITY ASSOC. 
Monthly Meeting 1st Monday, 7pm at the 
Hall. 785-2825 *Except Jan, July, Aug, 
Sept.
CHERHILL LEGION BR 184: is now 
operating under Cherhill Community 
Hall Meeting 1st Thursday of the  
month except July & August. Pancake 
Breakfest 9am-noon on 3rd Saturday of 
month for Jan, Apr, July & Oct. Contact 
780-305-6399 Jim
CHERHILL SILVER & GOLD SENIORS 
CLUB Regular Meetings 1st Tuesday 
of month, Cherhill Seniors Hall. Call 
Rosamy 780-785-2625
CHERISHED MEMORIES, PARENTS & 
TOTS Wed & Fri, 10-12pm, Alberta Beach 

Agliplex. Info call 780-902-4879 or 780-
999-7622. *Sept-June.
DARWELL & DISTRICT AG SOCIETY 
MEETINGS, 7:00pm, 1st Monday, Darwell
DDRA MEETING, 7:00pm, 2nd Mon, 
Darwell Centennial Hall 780-892-3099. 
*except Jul/Aug/Dec
GriefShare: Weekly grief support group 
on Tuesdays 6:30 - 8:30 pm, starting 
Sept. 17 at Crossroads Community 
Church, 4419 44 Ave, Mayerthorpe. $35 
for 12 sessions. Pre-registration required 
by calling Fran at 780-786-2533.
Girl Guides Embers, Guides and 
Pathfinders Saturdays 2-4pm Onoway 
Heritage Center On-line Registration 
www.girlguides.ca
GREENCOURT COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION  meet 2nd Tuesday, 
monthly at 7:30pm at the hall. Info W. 
Jager (780) 786-4648.
GUNN COMMUNITY HALL every 
Wednesday Doors Open 6:30pm Music 
Jamb. with “Passin Through” @ 7:00pm 
also Meat Draw Sales, 50-50 Sales, 
Nevada Sales, Food Concession & Bar.
KINETTE CLUB OF MAYERTHORPE, 
7:30pm at Kinsmen Hall, 1st Tues of month. 
Contact: mayerthorpekinettes@gmail.
com, Tracy: 780-786-0161.
LAC STE ANNE ARMY CADETS, Thurs, 
6:30-9:30pm at Onoway Museum (780) 
967-0443
LAC STE ANNE COMMUNITY CHOIR, 
Wednesdays 7pm at the Heritage 
Centre in Alberta Beach (50+ Club 
behind the hotel). Further info, call 
Sandra @ 780-966-5678
LAC STE. ANNE & LAKE ISLE WATER 
QUALITY MANAGEMENT SOCIETY: 
3rd Fri, 7pm, Alberta Beach Council 
Chambers. 
LAKE ISLE HALL COMMUNITY HALL 
Quilting: every Mon 9-3pm. Drop in fee 
$10. More info call or text 780-819-7907
LAKE ISLE HALL COMMUNITY HALL 
BOARD MEETINGS: 4th Wednesday 
of the month. 7:00 PM.  Lake Isle 
Community Hall, Hwy 633 Range Rd 
55. email: lakeislefarmersassociation@
gmail.com.  Find us on Facebook@Lake 
Isle Community Hall
MAYERTHORPE HOSPITAL AUXILIARY 
ASSOC, every 4th Mon, 5pm in Hospital 
Basement Education Room.
MAYERTHORPE LEGION BR. #126: 
Meetings 2nd Mon of month at 7:30pm. 
For more info please call 780-786-2470.
MEN FOR SOBRIETY: Wednesdays at 
7:30pm, FCSS Building (#105, 505 Queen 
Street, Spruce Grove). Mike (780) 965-
9991.
MS SOCIETY PARKLAND COMMUNITY 
SUPPORT GROUP Are you diagnosed 
with MS and have questions? Last 
Tues of month, 7-9pm, Westview Health 
Centre. Cassy 780-471-3034 *Sept–June
NA MEETING, Tuesdays 7:00pm Poplar 
Valley Church (780)514-6011
ONOWAY & DIST HERITAGE SOCIETY: 
3rd Thurs of each month, 7:00pm, room 3 
of the Heritage Centre
ONOWAY ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 
General Meetings, 1st Mon, 7pm. *Sept–
June
Onoway & District Historical Guild: 
Second Wednesday each month, 5PM, 
Onoway Heritage Centre
RICH VALLEY AG SOCIETY BOARD 
MEETINGS: at the Agriplex on the 2nd 
Wed of the month. 7:00pm.
RIVER TALKERS TOASTMASTERS 
CLUB Build confidence, speaking, 
leadership & listening skills. Thursdays 
7-9PM at Eagle River Casino. Call 
Melinda Tarcan, (780)778-1180.
SANGUDO PAINTING GROUP: 
Every Thurs, 9am-12pm at Sangudo 
Community School. Info, call 780-785-
2112.
SUNDOWNERS TOASTMASTER CLUB: 
Mon (excl. Holidays) 7:30-9:30pm. St. 
Matthew’s Church, Spruce Grove. Judy 
960-5258
WHIST DRIVE, MEADOWVIEW 
COMMUINTY CENTER, 1st & 3rd 
Thursday of Month @ 1:30pm $5 
Admission
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