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September 30, 2026
DRAYTON VALLEY RCMP 

SEIZES DRUGS AFTER 
TRAFFIC STOP

SUSPENDING FUEL TAX FOR 
SAVINGS AT THE PUMP

Submitted by Drayton Valley 
RCMP

On Sept. 23, 2026, Drayton Valley 
RCMP initiated a traffic stop. Upon 
interacting with the driver, officers 
noted drug paraphernalia in the 
vehicle and arrested the five occu-
pants. One of the passengers, who 
originally provided a false name, 
was identified and found to be on a 
Canada-wide warrant for violating 
his parole. The other four occu-
pants were later released.

A search of the vehicle and oc-
cupants incidental to arrest result-

ed in the seizure of the following 
items:

•187.9g of cocaine;
•28.1g of methamphetamine;
•2g of fentanyl;
•$1395 in Canadian currency;
•Conducted energy device (stun 

gun); and
•Drug trafficking paraphernalia.
As a result of the investigation, 

Jaymz Hancock (33), a resident 
of Thunder Bay, On., was charged 
with:

•Possession for the purpose of 
trafficking (x3);

•Obstruction of a police officer;

•Possession of proceeds of crime 
under $5000;

•Possession of a weapon for a 
dangerous purpose;

•Possession of a prohibited 
weapon; and

•Fail to comply with a weapon 
prohibition order.

Hancock was brought before a 
justice of the peace and remanded 
into custody. He is to appear be-
fore the Alberta Court of justice in 
Drayton Valley on Oct. 6, 2026.

Submitted by Government of 
Alberta

Starting Oct. 1, Albertans will 
save the full 13 cents per litre 
provincial fuel tax at the pump 
as global uncertainty pushes 
energy prices higher.

Strong energy prices support 
Alberta jobs, our economy, and 
help fund the programs and 
services Albertans rely on ev-
ery day. However, global con-
flicts, trade uncertainty and 

increasing energy prices are 
putting more pressure on peo-
ple’s wallets. That’s why, start-
ing Oct.1, Alberta will be sus-
pending the full provincial fuel 
tax, saving families 13 cents 
per litre on gasoline and diesel 
every time they fill up until the 
end of the year.

“We have heard from Alber-
tans who are facing continued 
high costs at the pump, so we’re 
taking action to help with the 
cost. Suspending the provincial 

fuel tax will save drivers, fami-
lies and businesses 13 cents per 
litre every time they fill up for 
the rest of the year. It’s direct 
relief that will help Albertans 
keep more of their hard-earned 
money.”

Danielle Smith, Premier 
“With global uncertainty and 

prices rising, we are ensuring 
Albertans have the support 
they need to address the higher 
costs of everyday essentials. 

Continued on Page 2
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Suspending Fuel Tax For Savings At 
The Pump

Continued from Page 1

It’s relief we’re able to pro-
vide thanks to our strong fiscal 
position, helping us make life 
more affordable.”

Jason Nixon, President of 
Treasury Board and Minister of 
Finance 

Suspending the fuel tax will 
help relieve the pressure Al-
bertans are feeling today, from 

workers commuting and par-
ents driving their children to 
school, to local businesses that 
rely on the transportation of 
goods and services.

“Removing the provincial fuel 
tax delivers meaningful relief 
when families need it most. We 
are listening to Albertans, and 
this is just another way we are 
building on our ongoing efforts 

to make life more affordable 
across our province.”

RJ Sigurdson, Minister of Af-
fordability and Utilities 

“With businesses facing ris-
ing costs and renewed pressure 
from U.S. tariffs, suspending 
Alberta’s fuel tax provides wel-
come relief. Lower fuel costs 
will help businesses and con-
sumers manage expenses and 
remain competitive in an in-
creasingly uncertain environ-
ment.”

Deborah Yedlin, president 
and CEO, Calgary Chamber of 
Commerce 

Albertans already pay the 
lowest overall taxes in Canada, 
and this cut adds to that tax ad-
vantage. Families here pay the 
lowest personal income taxes 
in the country, the second-low-
est taxes on fuel, no provincial 
sales tax and benefit from the 
new eight per cent tax bracket, 
which saved Albertans $1.2 bil-
lion last year. Suspending 

Continued on Page 3
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Suspending Fuel Tax For 
Savings At The Pump
Continued from Page 2

the fuel tax builds on that re-
cord.

“Premier Danielle Smith’s 
government is doing the right 
thing by dropping this fuel tax 
back down to zero. This will 
save hard-working Albertans 
hundreds of dollars over the 
next few months and save mil-
lions for people and businesses 
across the province. This is the 
right move by Finance Minis-
ter Jason Nixon – lowering the 
cost of fuel makes things more 
affordable and that’s exactly 
what people need right now.”

Kris Sims, Alberta director, 
Canadian Taxpayers Federa-
tion 

To ensure fuel tax savings 
are passed onto Albertans, the 
province will be monitoring 
pump prices for any wrongdo-
ing and will take action against 
businesses that price gouge at 
the pumps. Businesses found 
guilty of price gouging can 
be fined by the courts up to 
$300,000 or receive up to two 
years of jail time.

“As Canada’s largest Meals 
on Wheels, we safely prepare 
more than one million nutri-
tious meals annually. Trans-
portation is essential to deliv-
ering meals to those in need. 
Fuel savings help us stretch 
every dollar further and keep 
resources focused on feeding 
vulnerable Calgarians.”

Esther Elder, CEO, Calgary 
Meals on Wheels 

Alberta’s government will 
continue monitoring oil prices 
throughout the next quarterly 
review period and, if average 
oil prices exceed the threshold, 
will determine the best options 
to ensure relief reaches Alber-
tans. Suspending the fuel tax 
is one of the many ways Alber-
ta is using its strong financial 
position to keep costs down 
and more money in Albertans’ 
pockets.
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ALBERTA STUDENTS RANK TOP IN 
CANADA

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta

Alberta students are 
among Canada’s top per-
formers in math, reading 
and science, according to 
the latest Pan-Canadian As-
sessment Program (PCAP) 
results.

The 2023 PCAP results 

show Alberta Grade 8 stu-
dents ranked among the 
top performers nationally, 
placing first in science, sec-
ond in reading and third in 
mathematics.

These results highlight the 
strength and consistency of 
Alberta’s education system, 
as well as the dedication of 
students, teachers, support 

staff and parents in achiev-
ing academic excellence.   

“Alberta’s strong perfor-
mance on PCAP is, above 
all, a reflection of student 
success. Students are gain-
ing the critical skills they 
need in mathematics, read-
ing and science, thanks 
to the support of educa-
tors, staff and families. We 
will continue investing in 
high-quality education to 
ensure every Alberta stu-
dent is set up for success.”

Demetrios Nicolaides, 
Minister of Education and 
Childcare 

Alberta Grade 8 students 
achieved the highest aver-
age score in science at 513, 
ahead of Ontario at 511 and 
well above the national av-
erage of 501. In reading, Al-
berta ranked second with 
a score of 508, above the 
national average of 505. 

In mathematics, Alberta 
ranked third with an aver-
age score of 513, above the 
national average of 510.

“These results affirm the 
strength of Alberta’s Kin-
dergarten to Grade 12 sys-
tem in building the founda-
tional skills students need 
to thrive in STEM pathways. 
I see first-hand how strong 
literacy, numeracy and sci-
entific thinking translate 
into confidence, curiosity 
and readiness for post-sec-
ondary and career opportu-
nities.”

Lara McClelland, board 
chair, STEM Collegiate 

Alberta’s government 
will continue to work with 
school boards and teach-
ers to close gaps in learn-
ing outcomes and ensure 
Alberta’s education system 
remains world-class.
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INDEPENDENT REPORT RELEASED ON 
COSTS OF SEPARATION

Submitted by Government 
of Alberta

Albertans can now read 
comprehensive, indepen-
dent analyses on how sep-
aration from Canada could 
impact Alberta families, 
jobs and public services.

To provide Albertans with 
reliable, transparent infor-
mation ahead of the Oct. 
19 referendum, the Univer-
sity of Calgary’s School of 
Public Policy was commis-
sioned to write an inde-
pendent report examining 
potential economic and fi-
nancial impacts of Alberta 
separating from Canada. 
The final report considers 
two hypothetical scenarios 
to give Albertans a sense of 
the costs associated with 
separation:

•	 A “smooth” sce-
nario in which negotiations 

with Canada are quick and 
favourable to Alberta.

•	 A “difficult” scenar-
io in which negotiations are 
protracted and unfavour-
able to Alberta.

In both scenarios, the in-
dependent report shows the 
short-term impacts of po-
tential separation would re-
sult in significant economic 
disruption and costs for Al-
bertans. The report outlines 
that the cost of establishing 
a new country could range 
from $50 billion to $170 bil-
lion in the first five years 
following separation. These 
costs are in addition to im-
pacts on economic growth 
and Alberta’s fiscal position, 
which is explored in the re-
port.

Under the “difficult” sce-
nario, limits on trade and 
market access could create 
lasting economic and fiscal 

challenges for both Alberta 
and Canada. Even after 20 
years, employment could 
be nearly five per cent low-
er and Alberta’s econo-
my more than 16 per cent 
smaller than if the province 
remained in Canada. De-
spite higher taxes, the gov-
ernment could face an on-
going annual budget deficit 

of more than $30 billion.
In the “smooth” scenar-

io, Alberta may be able to 
maintain access to major 
trade markets, expand re-
source development and 
deliver some government 
services more efficiently. 
The report cautions, how-
ever, that any 

Continued on Page 15
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Classified Ads - Call 962-9228
Hall Rentals

Lodgepole Community Hall - 
(780) 894-2277

Manley Goodwill Community 

Hall, 780-920-3217 

Woodbend Hall. rentals@
woodbendhall.com, 
woodbendhall.com/rentals, 
26002 Twp Rd 514, Parkland 
County

Cleaning
Specializing in Cleaning 
*Stipple & California Knock 

Down *Office *Restaurant 
Ceiling Tiles *Cigarette Smoke 
Removal *Free Estimates 
- SENIORS DISCOUNT Call 
Nano Clean 780-914-0323 
Edmonton & area

Independent Report Released On Costs Of 
Separation
Continued from Page 13

potential economic recov-
ery could take many years 
following the disruption of 
separation and would de-
pend on very specific con-
ditions, including sustained 
high oil prices, that could 
not be guaranteed through 
negotiations.

Advisory panel assess-
ment

An expert advisory panel, 
chaired by Dr. Jack Mintz, 
was appointed to review 
the report and prepare an 

independent assessment 
of the findings. The panel’s 
work adds a broader range 
of perspectives to the anal-
ysis, ensuring Albertans are 
equipped with the facts.

The advisory panel’s as-
sessment underscore two 
key findings from the inde-
pendent report: separation 
would involve significant 
short-term costs, and that 
the long-term economic 
and fiscal effects are high-
ly uncertain. The panel also 
finds that the impacts of 
separation would extend 

beyond Alberta’s borders, 
causing significant harm to 
Canada’s economy.

“The panel concurs that 
separation results in short 
run economic costs for 
Alberta for uncertain net 
benefits in the longer run. 
However, we also stress 
that Canadians should be 
aware that Alberta’s separa-
tion will undoubtedly harm 
Canada as well.”

Dr. Jack Mintz, chair, Advi-
sory Panel on the Potential 
Impacts of Separation 

Albertans can read the 

full report and the advi-
sory panel assessment at: 
https://www.alberta.ca/
advisory-panel-on-the-po-
tential-impacts-of-sepa-
ration. Eligible voters are 
encouraged to review the 
findings, consider the ev-
idence and make an in-
formed decision in the Oct. 
19 referendum.
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